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OôNeill calls on Somare regime to surrender to police 

 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill has called on all members of the Somare regime to surrender 
themselves to Police headquarters and undergo questioning as to their individual roles in last 
weeks failed mutiny.  

ñEvery one of them, Somare, Amet, Kumbakor, Agiru, should all attend and explain their roles in 
this grubby story. There can be no doubt that they actively incited that mutiny attempt, and now 
that it has failed, they are asking the Court to pick up where Sasa left off,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

He said the Somare group need to be recognised as criminals, for they have actively encouraged 
others to breach the criminal law.  

ñThey have proudly boasted that they have attempted to stage a military coup to gain power. In 
many countries in the world, Somare and his gang would be facing execution for what they have 
done.  

They are now planning another round of Court applications as a smoke screen to draw attention 
away from their criminal conduct and to destabilise democracy in PNG. Remember that there are 
only 12 weeks until election writs are issued, starting a process which will resolve all of these 
issues once and for all. There is no need for the Court to cast a vote, as the people will do it for 
them, Mr OôNeill said. 

ñNow they want to go to Court and ask the Court to ignore recent resolutions and laws of the 
Parliament which have overtaken the decision of the Supreme Court. Their attempt to use the 
military to stage a coup to gain power failed, so now they are asking the Court to do the same 
thing. 

The affidavits they file in the Court will make no mention of their criminal conduct, inciting mutiny 
and risking bloodshed. The Court should not soil its hands with the matter, and let things be 
sorted out in the proper forum ï the Parliament and the ballot box.What is being asked of the 
Court is an absurdity,ò he said. 

ñI did not appoint myself as Prime Minister, and neither did the members of NEC, the Parliament 
did. Is the Court going to have every member of the Parliament charged with contempt, simply 
because the Parliament voted in a way that the Somare gang do not like. I have already been 
elected twice by the Parliament, as Prime Minister. The will of Parliament is clear,ò a desperate 
Mr OôNeill said. 

  

  

31.01.2012 

Source: Post Courier 

 

Use peace money wisely, says Chief 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

FUNDS earmarked for peace purposes have to be used wisely and the whole community have to 
benefit from it, because peace money is big money. 



 

 

Joseph Patuai a Chief from the Konnou Constituency and the chairman of the Wisai Peace 
Committee in Buin, South Bougainville, raised this concern after learning that a lot of peace funds 
have not been acquitted, and only certain individuals benefit from it. 

ñPeople have to know and understand that such funds, is public money, and it is for everyone.ò 
Mr Patuai said. 

ñAccording to everyoneôs understanding only fighters from certain factions involved get the 
money, but how about the women and children the real people who suffer from violence?ò he 
questioned. Mr Patuai said people should utilise village banks such as microfinance for safe 
keeping. 

He also further stated that the peace office should come up with a rule that money for planned 
reconciliations must be received by not only one person but something like five people, to prove 
that it is a community initiative and not for a certain individual only. 

ñThe government is spending millions of kina on reconciliations, money that can be used for 
infrastructure development like roads, hospitals, and schools.ò Mr Patuai said. 

ñThe reconciliation process has to be really screened properly because there are lot of bad 
people involved nowadays who call other peoples name and get their money.ò he said. Mr Patuai 
has appealed to people especially from the Konnou area to use peace funds wisely. As the 
chairman for the Wisai Peace Committee, he has stepped down due to threats, and that has now 
put to hold a major district to district reconciliation between Koianu in central Bougainville and 
Wisai in the south. Funds have already being earmarked for the major reconciliation but the 
money will and must be well looked after. Aaccording to the Koianu side, things are set but Mr 
Patuai said he will sort his side out first. 

 

 

31.01.2012 

Source: Post Courier 

 

Sea transport vital in Isles 

 

TRAVELLING by sea is the only means of transport available for the people living in the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville including Carteretôs, Tasman, Mortlock and Nissan. When 
there is by any chance of shipping vessels travelling to the atoll islands, people living in Buka 
make sure they send goods for their loved once back at home. As seen in this picture, Tasman 
islanders residing in Buka loading cargoes on MV Bougainville Atolls, anchored at the Buka 
wharf.  

 

 

31.01.2012 

Source: Post Courier 

 

DWU campus set for Bougainville 

By Lucas Kawage 

 

THE Bougainville Education Board (BEB) is planning to establish a Divine Word University 
(DWU) campus in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville. 

Chief executive officer of the Bougainville Education Division, Bruno Babato made this 
announcement, saying that the construction of the new school comes under the microscope, of 
the policy submission to be handed over to the Autonomous Bougainville Government this year. 

The submission worth K10 million will task the ABG, to make a commitment, in next yearôs (2013) 
budget. 

Mr Babato said that if the plans work out, BEB and the ABG will negotiate a Memorandum of 
Understanding with DWU.  

He said that the new campus will be located in Mabiri, and arrangements will be made through 
the Catholic Education office of the Diocese of Bougainville. 



 

 

Mr Babato welcomed one of the countryôs top higher learning institution ï DWU, to set up a 
campus for the children of Bougainville. ñDWU you are most welcome to the Autonomous Region 
of Bougainville.ò he said. 

Also included in the policy submission are the construction of a nursing college and a teachers 
college. 

The nursing college will be located Tanamalo at Haku Constituency in Buka, while the teachers 
college at Buin, South Bougainville, and Mr Babato says the education division are working 
around the clock to meet and negotiate with the landowners. Meanwhile Mr Babato said that the 
plans of the education division to build tertiary institutions in the autonomous region, is because 
many parents spend so much money, sending their children to further education in other 
provinces.  

ñParents spend so much money who send their children to other provinces like Rabaul, Kimbe, 
Lae, Port Moresby and Madang, (just to name a few), just to look for proper education.ò he said.  

He said that Bougainville needs more tertiary institutions to cater for the many students who miss 
out on selection or are unable to secure a space. 

To date, there are no tertiary institutions in the autonomous region, and only these education 
institutions operate in the Bougainville: 383 elementary schools, 216 primary schools, 10 high-
technical schools, three vocational and four secondary schools. Mr Babato said that the number 
of high, technical and secondary schools, indicates that Bougainville is in ódireô need for tertiary 
institutions. 
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Isolated: Sir Michael Somare 
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I was just carrying out orders, says hapless Col Sasa 

BY KEITH JACKSON 

  

  

THE ODDS AGAINST A COMEBACK are prohibitive but Sir Michael 
Somare, through the strident voice of his daughter and spokeswoman, 
Betha [pictured], is continuing the fight to be reinstated as Papua New 
Guineaôs prime minister. 

The 75-year-old Grand Chief is relentlessly repeating his cry that the 
Supreme Court order of last year reinstating him to office be 
respected.  He is also calling upon the police and the military to join him. 

"If this is to be my last and biggest battle I will fight for the constitution, 
the underlying law that holds the very fabric of our democracy and 
democratic institutions together," he says. 

"I appeal to the leaders of our disciplinary forces to look beyond the 
current circumstances and come to terms with why you (are) a member 
of a law-enforcing agency. You are here first and foremost to uphold and 

enforce the law of the land and the orders of the Supreme Court." 

 His son and former minister, Arthur Somare, has also challenged prime minister Peter O'Neill to 
an early election. 

"Let's go to an early election and see how many people you pick up, Peter" he goaded. "Let's go 
right now." 

And Somare supporters claim that last weekôs failed military mutiny has not stopped their push to 
have the former leader reinstated. 

"We are in charge of Taurama barracks. Taurama barracks is more than 200 soldiers who are 
there, and we have firepower," claims Andrew Kumbakor, who says he is the legitimate defence 
minister in Sir Michael's legitimate government. 

"Sasa [leader of the mutineers], you have done no wrong. For a public defence force, we have 
done no wrong," Kumbakor said. "I stand with you and I will defend you all the way and in a very 
short while, I will have you out and you will be the defence force commander of Papua New 

Guinea." 

Sasa [pictured], the retired colonel who led the hapless attempt 
to restore Somare, for his part says he has no regrets. "I was 
carrying out the government's orders. Yes sir," he said. 

 

And now Arthur Somare says it was not the Somare groupôs 
intention to use military force to return his father to office. He 
claims Sasa's appointment as commander was just normal 
government business. 

Meanwhile, Peter O'Neill has said he is contemplating bringing forward the national elections due 
in the middle of the year so Papua New Guineans can resolve the leadership conflict at the ballot 
box. 

On that point at least, both sides would seem to agree.  
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Source: ABC Radio Australia  - Pacific Beat 

 

PNG cabinet to make historic visit to Bougainville next month 

 

Papua New Guinea's Prime Minister, Peter O'Neill, has promised to hold a meeting of his 
National Executive Council on the mainland of Bougainville, next month. 

 



 

 

It will be the first time since since the secessionist war in the late 1980's and 1990's that PNG's 
cabinet will have met on the island. 

 

Despite an earlier cancellation, expectations are high.  

 

Presenter: Jemima Garrett  

Speaker: President John Momis of Bougainville 

  

  Listen here !   
  

GARRETT: It is ten years since the PNG government signed the Bougainville Peace Agreement - 
that agreement brought an end a bloody secessionist war that had been sparked by landowner ill-
feeling about the giant Rio-Tinto-owned Panguna copper mine. 

 

The Peace Agreement the led to the formation of the Bougainville government and included 
financial guarantees from Port Moresby in the lead-up to a referendum on independence 
sometime between 2015 and 2020. 

 

John Momis, President of the Autonomous Bougainville Government, says the visit of the 
National Executive Council to Bougainville's burnt-out mainland capital, Arawa is very significant. 

 

MOMIS: The whole ABG leadership and the people will be welcoming them with open arms, 
especially a visit to Arawa and mine because we have totally inadequate funding to deal with 
huge huge, huge responsibilities of rebuilding Arawa. And it would be good for the government to 
experience for themselves the sorts of difficulties that the ABG has been subjected to by the 
people. 

 

GARRETT: Will Prime Minister, Peter O'Neill, or any of his Executive Council be visiting the 
Panguna mine site? 

 

MOMIS: I think so - it would be very good for them to see. 

 

GARRETT: And you are not expecting any trouble with them getting access to the mine site? 

 

MOMIS: No, absolutely not! No! No problem! 

 

GARRETT: So is that a sign of just how far the peace process has now gone? 

 

MOMIS: Yes, definitely. The Peace Process has gone a long way but to make it stick we have to 
start spending some money where it matters. And that is empowering people at the grassroots, 
finding employment or finding social or economic activities that people can be involved in. 
Bougainvilleans in general, are very hard working people to give you an idea of how they are not 
lazy, before the crisis Bougainville was the biggest producer of cocoa and we are still the biggest 
producer of cocoa, with all the expatriate plantations closed down. 

 

GARRETT: President Momis sees developing Bougainville's economic self-reliance as a crucial 
factor in offering his people a real choice when they vote in the referendum on independence. 

 

But obtaining funds to do that has been difficult. 

 

The Bougainville Peace Agreement provides for 15 million Kina a year from the PNG for the 
Bougainville government to spend how it sees fit. 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2062051.asx


 

 

But that has been slow to arrive. 

 

Recently, Bougainville agreed to accept 100 million kina a year instead of the peace process 
money. 

 

President Momis says he hopes the PNG money comes without strings attached. 

 

MOMIS: We hope that now the government is not giving the K15 million they are going to allow 
us discretion to extend the K100 million, even if we have to consult with them. 

 

GARRETT: Bougainville has had trouble getting its funding out of the PNG government and, in 
fact, Prime Minister, Peter O'Neill, has said he doesn't think the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government has the ability to spend the 100 million kina a year, wisely. Does that mean that he is 
thinking of going back on the funds? 

 

MOMIS: I hope not! If he does he'll have a lot of problems! 

 

GARRETT: When the National Executive Council has visited other provinces it has come with its 
cheque book at the ready. 

 

Bougainville's President is hoping the visit to Arawa will produce a new spirit of co-operation. 
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Source: ABC Radio Australia  - News 

 

PNG mutineers granted amnesty 

PNG correspondent Liam Fox, wires 

  

  

Papua New Guinea's Defence Minister has announced amnesty for soldiers involved in last 
week's attempted mutiny. 

The troops involved in last week's attempted mutiny in Papua New Guinea have handed in their 
weapons in exchange for amnesty. 

Defence Minister Belden Namah addressed soldiers from the First Batallion of the Pacific Islands 
regiment at Taurama Baracks on Port Moresby outskirts.  

Among them were the troops involved in last week's failed attempt to install a defence force 
commander loyal to Sir Michael Somare, who says he is PNG's legitimate prime minister. 

Mr Namah says the soldiers involved will be granted amnesties but if there is a repeat of the 
incident, they will be charged with mutiny. 

He told them there is only one government in PNG, which is led by Peter O'Neill. 

After his address, dozens of guns were loaded into the back of a truck and driven away.  

 

 

30.01.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia  - Pacific Beat 

 

O'Neill considers early election as PNG leadership battle continues 

 

Papua New Guinea's leadership conflict between Peter O'Neill and Sir Michael Somare shows no 
signs of abating after last week's failed military takeover. 

 



 

 

Over the weekend the leader of the unsuccessful overthrow was arrested and charged with 
inciting mutiny. 

 

But the men who ordered him to do it - Sir Michael Somare and his supporters - are not backing 
down in their effort to regain the reins of power. 

 

Presenter:Liam Fox 

Speaker:Colonel Yaura Sasa, PNG Mutiny leader, Andrew Kumbakor Somare's appointed 
defence minister, Arthur Somare, MP & son of Sir Michael  

  

  Listen here !   
  

  

30.01.2012 

Source: PNG Attitude 

 

Mutinous troops surrender weapons to Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah 

 

ABC CORRESPONDENT LIAM FOX reports on Twitter that the remaining soldiers holed up at 
Taurama Barracks have surrendered their weapons after discussions with deputy prime minister 
and defence minister Belden Namah. 

Mr Namah says that he will seek Cabinet's approval to grant an amnesty to the mutinous troops, 
but only this once. 

He has told them that there is only one government in Papua New Guinea and that is the 
government of Peter O'Neill.  

  

  

30.01.2012 

Source: The National  -  Editorial 

 

Mutiny an act of desperation by chief  

 

WHAT transpired last week was a clear act of desperation to wrestle political power by the 
Somare group. 

Somare must be insane to go to the length he had last week. Where is the good governance and 
moral ethics that he has been preaching during his 40 years in politics? 

Thrown out the window in last Thursdayôs actions? 

The ñold manò has resorted to this low act of using the Defence Force in his hunger for power. 

The airing on the local TV news of Andrew Kumbakor confirms that Somare is behind the mutiny 
by the retired army colonel Yaura Sasa. 

How low can Somare go to get what he wants? This is certainly another attempt by a desperate 
old man who has no more options left but resort to appointing an undisciplined retiree who does 
not even know the dire consequences of his actions. 

The army colonel cannot use ñprotection of the Constitutionò as cover for his actions because 
clearly, he is not protecting the Constitution by his actions, rather his actions are illegal and 
mutinous in nature. 

Without realising it, he has actually committed an act of treason which is punishable by the laws 
he is purportedly trying to protect ï that is the stupidity of this whole saga. 

The body language of the retired colonel, when interviewed on the local TV, portrayed to the PNG 
viewers that he was very shaky and almost lost for words to back his stance and his actions. 

This tells anyone watching and listening to the news that the colonel was not prepared to face the 
challenges of his purported rushed appointment. He was constantly looking at some written script 
on his table to try and answer questions from media personnel. 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2061887.asx


 

 

Going by the latest acts of desperation by Somare to try and regain the peopleôs confidence and 
trust in his leadership, I donôt think the old man deserves to be addressed by the titles Sir and 
Grand Chief because his actions are really demeaning and degrading these honourable titles. 

On the other side, the OôNeill government has acted swiftly by taking the necessary actions to 
restore normalcy and to further deal with the perpetrators of the attempted coup. 

There should not be any mercy shown to those people involved in the saga. They must be dealt 
with appropriately under the relevant laws. 

This is considered a very serious offence and should not be taken lightly by every Papua New 
Guinean law-abiding citizen. 

The call by OôNeill to bring the national election forward is probably a knee-jerk reaction by a 
shocked prime minister. 

I would suggest to the current government not to rush the national election due to the logistic 
issues currently faced by the Electoral Commission but to conduct it on the scheduled time (July 
2012). 

This will ensure the election is run properly and also avoid some of the impediments of past 
elections.  

  

  

30.01.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Power firm denies cutting off Buka electricity  

By SHIRLYN BELDEN 

 

CHIEF executive officer for PNG Power Ltd (PPL) Tony Koiri has refuted a newspaper report that 
electricity was cut off at the Buka Hospital last week.  

He confirmed that there was load shedding but key establishments like the hospital were not 
affected because of the critical nature of their services. 

The article by the Post Courier last Wednesday attributed statements to customers and hospital 
workers that the hospital was without electricity for an extended period of time. 

ñReports of the Buka hospital being without electricity are wrong and at no time did we disconnect 
the hospital. It is standard practice that supply to key establishments is always supplied power 
because of the type of service they provide, like the hospital. 

ñPPL is aware that their standby generator which PPL helps to maintain was operational. 

ñSo any suggestion that the hospital was without power for an extended period of time is totally 
false,ò Koiri said last week. 

The power station in Buka town was carrying out load shedding two weeks ago due to the 
unservicability of three of its six generators. 

Koiri said PPL had the courtesy of notifying consumers over radio and written notices were 
posted around the town. 

ñPPL hopes the fact is presented correctly to right the misleading statements made in the press 
last week,ò he said.   

  

  

30.01.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia News 

  

  

Somare supporters 'still have firepower' 

Liam Fox, PNG correspondent 

 

Supporters of Papua New Guinea's ousted prime minister Sir Michael Somare say a failed 
military mutiny has not stopped their push to have him reinstated as PM. 



 

 

The leader of last week's failed military takeover, former colonel Yaura Sasa, was arrested over 
the weekend and charged with inciting mutiny.  

Sir Michael and his supporters ordered him to take the action.  

Sir Michael's defence spokesman Andrew Kumbakor says Somare loyalists still have 200 armed 
soldiers at Taurama barracks on Port Moresby's outskirts, and they "have firepower". 

He hinted they may still play a role in the ongoing dispute with newly-appointed prime minister 
Peter O'Neill.  

Sir Michael's supporters say they will launch contempt proceedings against Mr O'Neill for ignoring 
a Supreme Court order to have the 75-year-old reinstated as PM.  

 

Mutiny leader arrested 

 

Following his arrest, Yaura Sasa said he did not regret his actions, but hoped the situation would 
now calm down.  

"I was carrying out the government's orders. That's all. The state ordered me to do it," he said. 

He also complained about his treatment at the hands of authorities. 

"Last night when I was down at the police headquarters I had no access to a lawyer up until now, 
so the procedures that I went through, it doesn't seem right," he said. 

After the court appearance he was taken back to the Boroko police station under heavy guard.  

 

Failed mutiny 

 

Last Thursday, Yaura Sasa and around 20 rebel soldiers stole into Murray Barracks and took the 
commander of the defence force hostage.  

He said he had been appointed as the new commander by Sir Michael Somare, and demanded 
Sir Michael be reinstated as prime minister.  

But before the day was over, the commander had been freed and the rebels had withdrawn from 
defence headquarters. 
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Source: PNGexposed 

 

Police charge the man behind the mutiny 

by Liam Fox 

 

Police in Papua New Guinea have arrested and charged the man who led last weekôs 
failed military mutiny. 

  

  

Colonel Yaura Sasa (picture) was arrested at a lodge in the 
Port Moresby suburb of Boroko last night. 

Today he made a brief appearance in the Waigani 
committal court. 

Outside court Colonel Sasa said he had been charged with 
mutiny, but that he is not guilty. 

He said he does not regret his actions but that he hopes 
the situation will now calm down. 

He also complained about his treatment at the hands of 
authorities 



 

 

ñLast night when I was down at the police headquarters I had no access to a lawyer up 
until now, so the procedures that I went through, it doesnôt seem right,ò he said. 

After the court appearance he was taken back to the Boroko police station under heavy 
guard. 

Last Thursday, Colonel Sasa and around 20 rebel soldiers stole into Murray Barracks 
and took the commander of the defence force hostage. 

He said he had been appointed as the new commander by Sir Michael Somare, and 
demanded Sir Michael be reinstated as prime minister. 

But before the day was over, the commander had been freed and the rebels had 
withdrawn from defence headquarters. 

Sir Michael is yet to comment publicly about the attempted mutiny. 

 

 

28.01.2012 

Source: AFP 

 

Somare admits responsibility for military mutiny 

From AFP 

 

Ousted Papua New Guinea prime minister Sir Michael Somare (picture) has defended 
ordering a failed military mutiny, again insisting Friday he was the countryôs legitimate 
leader. 

  

Political tensions flared in the resource-rich but 
impoverished Pacific nation on Thursday when an ex-
soldier loyal to Somare staged a dramatic grab to re-take 
power from current premier Peter OôNeill. 
 

  

Former colonel Yaura Sasa led a pre-dawn mutiny, taking 
captive the head of the armed forces, Francis Agwi, and 
declaring himself the new military leader, reinforcing the 
countryôs reputation as politically dysfunctional. 

Sasa set a seven-day deadline for Somare to be restored 
as leader, warning that he ñmay be forced to take 
necessary actions to protect and uphold the integrity of the 
constitutionò if his demand was not met. 

But the rebellion was soon put down with OôNeill declaring 
the crisis over in the evening after arresting 15 of the 30 

men loyal to Sasa and securing the withdrawal of the others and the release of Agwi. 

OôNeill said Sasa was being ñdealt withò by the appropriate authorities with reports on 
Friday suggesting he was demanding a full pardon for himself and his supporters. 

ñHe is seeking a pardon, that is what is being said, but I canôt confirm that yet,ò police 
Superintendent Dominic Kakas told AFP. 

Somare, 75, said the mutiny was a legitimate response to the OôNeill camp not 
recognising a Supreme Court ruling in December that he was the rightful prime minister. 

ñWe cannot allow this situation to continue where a rogue government commandeers the 
disciplinary forces,ò Somare said in a statement sent by his daughter Betha to AFP. 

ñIt is incumbent on the police and army to comply with the orders of the Supreme Court 
and support the legitimate government, which is the minority Somare/Agiru government. 



 

 

ñIt is for this reason that my government appointed Colonel Yaura Sasa to take control of 
the PNGDF (Papua New Guinea Defence Force) while we await other outcomes of the 
court,ò he added. 

ñWe are the legitimate government constitutionally formed in 2007 and restored by the 
five-men Bench of the Supreme Court.ò 

Known as the ñGrand Chiefò, Somare led PNG for almost half of its 36 years since 
independence but was removed from office while out of the country recovering from 
illness last year. 

The Supreme Court subsequently declared him the rightful leader, plunging the country 
into turmoil before OôNeill eventually resumed the role after Governor General Michael 
Ogio rowed back on Somareôs appointment. 

Somare has consistently refused to recognise OôNeillôs leadership, storming into 
parliament as recently as last week with the Supreme Court order to demand his 
reinstatement. 

OôNeill said he may move to dissolve parliament next month and go to early polls to end 
the current political impasse, while lashing out at Somareôs ñdesperateò tactics. 

ñPapua New Guinea deserves better from Somare,ò he said 

ñSomare has to realise that this country has looked after him for 45 years; now it is his 
turn to respect the country that respects him.ò  

  

  

27.01.2012 

Source: Investing News 

 

Copper Rises as Fed Seen Keeping Low Rates Until 2014 

By Shihoko Goto - Exclusive to Copper Investing News [1] 

 

[2] 

 

Hopes that US economic recovery will be on firmer footing amid expectations of continued low 
interest rates is pushing up copper prices. Bets are on that industrial output will rise and in turn 
drive up demand for the red metal is pushing up shares of copper producers as well. 

 

The red metal reached a four-month high after the Federal Reserve  [3]said Wednesday that it 
will likely keep rates below 1 percent until 2014 in an effort to keep the US economic engine 
humming along. At the press briefing following the release of the latest Federal Open Market 
Committee's [4]statement, Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke said that while there have been signs of 
improvement including a stronger jobs market, ñthere are mixed signals,ò including disappointing 
retail sales growth as well as continued worries about the financial state of the Eurozone. 

 

In mid-morning trade Thursday, the COMEX copper contract for March delivery traded up 1.7 
percent at $3.89 a pound. 

 

On the corporate front, Rio Tinto [5](LSE:RIO [6]) took majority control of Ivanhoe 
Mines  [7](NYSE:IVN [8]) this week which will allow it to gain full control of Mongolia's Oyu Tolgoi 
copper and gold [9] mine. 

 

"Rio Tinto's move to a majority stake in Ivanhoe further demonstrates our commitment to the safe 
and successful development of the Oyu Tolgoi mine for the benefit of all stakeholders. We are 
approaching a very important phase in the development of the Oyu Tolgoi mine, with 70 percent 
of the construction now complete. The lead-up to first ore in the second half of 2012 will mark an 
important milestone in the path towards commercial production of copper concentrate, slated for 



 

 

the first half of 2013,ò stated its copper chief executive Andrew Harding. By purchasing an 
additional 15.1 million common shares, Rio Tinto now has a 51 percent stake in Ivanhoe. 

 

Meanwhile, London-based Anglo American [10](LSE:AAL [11]) reported fourth quarter copper 
output rising 10 percent from a year ago to 170,000 tons, which is 22 percent higher than the third 
quarter. The increase was a result of increased production capacity as it opened its Los Bronces 
mine in Chile in November. The company does, however, continue to be in dispute with Chilean 
state-owned copper giant Codelco [12] over its Chilean operations including the Los Bronces 
mine. The two companies are in a legal struggle regarding a long-standing contract which gives 
Codelco an option to buy a 49 percent stake in the Anglo American Sur unit. 

 

As for Canada's Lundin Mining [13] (TSX:LUN [14]), CEO Paul Conibear told Bloomberg [15] that 
it is looking to make an acquisition this valued at as much as $500 million. 

 

ñWe're looking at a few things that are non-publicéI'd like to do something significant this year,ò 
Conibear said. 

 

Also in Canada, Canyon Copper [16](TSXV:CNC [17],OTCBB:CNYC [18]) acquired Metamin 
Enterprises' Moonlight copper porphyry property in Plumas County, California by paying $15,000 
and issuing 75,000 shares of Canyon Copper to Metamin as well as 75,000 shares to Lester 
Storey, the optionor of the deal. Canyon Copper will also reimburse Metamin up to $100,000 in 
expenses incurred on the Moonlight copper property. 

 

As for Copper One [19] (TSXV:CUO [20]) , it signed acquired the Queylus copper gold property 
near the town of Chibougamau, Quebec from Lounor Exploration [21](TSXV:LO [22]) by paying 
$23,750 in cash. It also issued to Lounor 475,000 common shares of Copper One and granted 
Lounor royalties ranging from 1 percent to 2 percent of the net smelter return in connection with 
ore extracted from certain claims comprising the property. 

 

Turning to Kazakhstan, the country's largest copper producer Kazakhmys [23] (LSE:KAZ [24]) 
said it met its full year copper cathode equivalent production target of 300,000 metric tons and 
expects to produce a similar amount in 2012 due to strong demand for the red metal. 

 

"For the fourth consecutive year we have met all our major production targets," stated CEO Oleg 
Novachuk, adding that "we anticipate maintaining similar levels of copper output in 2012 and our 
sales contracts for the coming year have all been completed, reflecting continued strong demand 
for copper." 

 

 

Securities Disclosure: I, Shihoko Goto, have no interests in the companies mentioned in 
this article. 
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Did Arthur Somare plan Thursdayôs mutiny by Yauru Sasa? 

 

It has been revealed that Michael Somareôs son, Arthur, 
planned  Thursdayôs mutiny executed by retired colonel Yaura 
Sasa. 

It is understood, that Arthur and a few other loyal Somare 
supporters, who have been residing at the Ela Beach hotel, 
spent some time planning the mutiny and left written notes  on a 
white board which contained the words: MILITARY ACTION, as 

an action point. 

The  board, which was later placed in a corridor, attracted a great deal of attention by passersby. 

From a small article in The Drum,  the Post Courier said: 

 

ñmaybe a currently suspended MP whose hotel room has been the hub for huge comings 
and goings for more than a week now can explain the board he left in his room when he 
checked out. It was there in the corridor for all to see. A strategy on how to return his 
father to power and No 4 on the list? Military Action! Maybe just a coincidence after the 
clownish performance by the retired colonel?ò 

 

Several other officers  involved in the mutiny have admitted that the Somares gave the orders  to 
place PNGDF Commander Timothy Agwi and others under house arrest. 
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Thanks to Sir Michael Somare: 

 

Failed mutiny worsens PNG investment risk 

 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA'S INVESTMENT RISK has worsened after a failed mutiny, with Standard 
& Poor's revising its outlook to negative today and warning that the political crisis, with two 
competing prime ministers, was impeding the resource-driven economy. 
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"Political settings in PNG have weakened following the detention and later release of the defence 
force chief," said S&P in revising down the outlook for PNG, whose 'B+/B' sovereign credit rating 
was affirmed. 

 

"We would lower the ratings if the political friction remains unresolved, leading to a loss of donor 
support and investment required to diversify the economy and buttress PNG's government 
finances and external position. 

 

"The unresolved claims to the prime minister position underlie the vulnerabilities associated with 
the country's fragmented political structure," said S&P. 

 

Reporting by Michael Perry; Editing by Lincoln Feast and Richard Borsuk 
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PM for early election  

By ISAAC NICHOLAS 

 

PRIME Minister Peter OôNeill, shaken by yesterdayôs mutiny by rebel troops, will move to dissolve 
parliament next month and go to early polls to end the current political impasse. 

He said he would seek his governmentôs blessing to bring forward the scheduled June general 
election. 

OôNeill said this after announcing that the day-long mutiny by the 30 rebels, led by retrenched 
colonel Yaura Sasa, at Murray Barracks headquarters, was over. 

Fifteen of the soldiers have been arrested and Sasa was being ñdealt withò but OôNeill declined to 
clarify what this meant (details, see Page 2). 

OôNeill said he would ask his government during the February session of parliament whether they 
should pursue the option of an early election. 

ñWe are looking at going for early election as quickly as possible to end this political impasse and 
we hope the Electoral Commission is ready for early elections,ò he said. 

OôNeill said this yesterday when he accused the Somare camp of inciting mutiny at the Murray 
Barracks and trying to illegally take over the Papua New Guinea defence force 

ñThe dramatic situation at the Murray barracks yesterday morning demonstrates the desperate 
length Somare can go to wrestle government,ôô OôNeill said. 

ñSomare tried to cleverly manipulate an internal issue in the force to his advantage, to use the 
military to take government by force.ò 

OôNeill late yesterday commended senior military officers for restoring control at Murray Barracks 
and thanked the public for showing restraint despite the drama. 

OôNeill said issues relating to the soldiersô grievances would be addressed - including ending the 
political uncertainty by dissolving parliament. 

In a dramatic turn of events at Murray barracks yesterday, a group of soldiers led by retrenched 
PNGDF Col Yaura Sasa detained Commander Francis Agwi at his residence. 

ñYesterday morning, a group of soldiers illegally and unlawfully placed PNGDF Commander Brig-
Gen Francis Agwi under house arrest and tried to take control of the countryôs defence force,ò 
OôNeill said. 

ñWithout any lawful authority, retrenched Sasa declared himself the commander, held a press 
conference and made political statements he had no authority to make.ò 

OôNeill said retrenched Sasa was not appointed by the government to replace Agwi. 

ñHe has no legal and valid instrument to back his claim that he is the commander. He is a civilian 
who was misled by the Somare camp to carry out an illegal and unlawful act. 



 

 

ñThe action by Sasa has no support of the rank and file of the PNG Defence Force. His attempt to 
take over the force has now been neutralised, and normalcy has been restored at Murray 
barracks. 

ñBy his public statement, it is clear Sasa was used to stage this illegal act to call for the 
implementation of the Supreme Court decision. He has no authority to make this statement, He is 
a civilian who is not supposed to be at the barracks at all. 

ñAs we are all aware, the Supreme Court handed down its decision on Dec 12.ò 

He said parliament took note of the decision and disposed of it by making a number of legislative 
changes and decisions, one of which was to reaffirm him as prime minister. 

OôNeill said the Supreme Court decision, and the decision of parliament, were now the subject of 
various court proceedings before the National and Supreme Court. 

He said the proceedings were initiated by both sides and awaiting the outcome of these 
proceedings. 

ñBut what we have witnessed is a desperate attempt by Somare to trample on proper and legal 
processes to get into government,ò he said. 

OôNeill said Sir Michael had been looked after by the country for 45 years and he owed it to the 
seven million people of PNG. 

ñSir Michael as the founding father of this nation should not be creating uncertainty,ò he said. 

OôNeill said those responsible for the drama at Murray barracks would be dealt with - including Sir 
Michael and those supporting him. 

  

  

27.01.2012 

Source: ESBC comment 

 

Poor Thing ! 

 

The statement (below) that Sir Michael Somare made 
yesterday is the best evidence ever for his increasing lack 
of realism and a probable major mental disorder. His 
daughter Betha and his son Arthur should show mercy and 
urge him leave the stage of politics forever now! If they 
don't the former Prime Minister will commit complete 
political suicide - soon. Already today he appears as a 
ridiculous stubborn old man. Until now there is no need that 
the "Grand Chief" and his children face legal prosecution 
one day. But, if they should continue like this, this might 

happen. Sir Michael, Arthur and Betha are playing a highly risky game with the fire and 
they might loose their freedom. Earlier elections will be helpful to avoid an even worse 
scenario! 

  

Please find out more here about a human tragedy called Michael Somare : 

 

27.01.2012 

The National 

 

Grand chief appeals for calm  

By ISAAC NICHOLAS 

 

GRAND Chief Sir Michael Somare has called for calm in the capital city in light of the changes 
which have taken place at the Defence Force headquarters at Murray Barracks. 

In a statement yesterday, Sir Michael said since the Supreme Court ruling on Dec 12 last year, 
his government had done its best to exercise authority as the legitimate government of PNG. 



 

 

ñOur last action was petitioning parliament last week to comply with the court decision. We cannot 
allow this situation to continue where a rogue government commandeers the disciplinary forces,ò 
he said. 

ñIt is incumbent on the police and army to comply with the orders of the Supreme Court and 
support the legitimate government which is the minority Somare-Agiru government. 

ñIt is for this reason that my government had appointed Col Yaura Sasa to take control of the 
PNGDF while we await other outcomes of the court. 

ñI call on the disciplined forces to ensure public safety by exercising utmost restraint at all times. 
We are the legitimate government constitutionally formed in 2007 and restored by the five-man 
bench of the Supreme Court.ò 

His view was supported by independent commentators such as associate professor of the 
University of PNG, John Luluaki, who argued that the constitutional law must be upheld. 

ñSasa has been appointed by the legitimate government as the new commander of defence and it 
is the duty of the disciplined forces to protect the Constitution. 

ñShould anyone be aggrieved, they should go to the same court that has restored the Somare 
government,ò Sir Michael said. 
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Agwi back in command  

By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

  

PNG Defence Force commander Brig-Gen Francis Agwi 
(picture), who was placed under house arrest for more 
than 12 hours yesterday by a group of rogue officers, is 
back at the helm. 

  

It followed the lack of support by senior officers for an 
attempted takeover of the military force by retired army 
colonel Yaura Sasa. 

Sasa had tried to summon a military briefing of the top 
brass but senior officers refused to attend as they were 
suspicious of his sudden rise to power. 

Sources said at about 2pm yesterday, the commander of 
the military police was allegedly shot at. Members of the 
military police retaliated and arrested 15 members of the 
group loyal to Sasa. 

After negotiations, chief of staff Col Tom Ur took control 
of the barracks and disbanded Sasaôs group, restoring 
normalcy in the Defence Force command at about 5pm. 

Sasa, almost 60, is from Morobe. He was defence 
attaché to Indonesia in 1999-2003 before being 
retrenched in 2006. He was believed to be living in Lae 

awaiting his final benefits from the department. 

His men, armed and numbering about 30, arrived in hired vehicles and stormed the military 
headquarters at Murray barracks. 

They took control of the headquarters and placed Agwi and other senior military officers under 
house arrest. 

Sasa took over Agwiôs seat. 

Sources said the soldiers comprised members of the 1RPIR at Taurama barracks, a few 
members from the sea element, air transport squadron and recruits from the Goldie River training 
depot. 



 

 

All gates to the Murray barracks headquarters were blocked to traffic. The media was allowed to 
attend Sasaôs conference where he declared himself as the legitimate commander of the Defence 
Force. 

However, a faction that opposed the alleged mutiny was grouped at the Murray barracks living 
quarters. 

The Taurama barracks was also cordoned off to traffic and the public. 

Military sources at Taurama maintained their neutrality. 

Sasa said he had been duly appointed by the government of Sir Michael Somare. 

ñMy immediate and most important task is to restore the integrity and respect for the constitution 
and the judiciary in PNG,ò he said. 

ñWhen I enlisted into the PNGDF, I have taken oath and promised to respect, uphold, and protect 
the Constitution of PNG at all time. 

ñWith my appointment as the commander, I intend to do just that, by taking all necessary actions 
to ensure the Constitution remains supreme, protected and not subjected to abuse, as it is being 
done at the moment.ò 

He called on the head of state to immediately implement the Supreme Court decisions relating to 
Sir Michaelôs position as prime minister. 

ñI also call on both Sir Michael and Peter OôNeill to recall parliament to sort out the current 
political situation. 

ñThere is no doubt in my mind and in the minds of most people that so much damage has already 
been inflicted on the Constitution, and I cannot allow this situation to continue to prevail. 

ñIôm now calling on both parties, and the head of state to respect the Constitution and comply with 
orders issued by the Supreme Courts immediately within seven days. 

ñIf this call is not heeded, I may be forced to take necessary actions to protect and uphold the 
integrity of the Constitutionò. 
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O'Neill says Somare was behind short lived mutiny 

 

The attempt by soldiers loyal to Sir Michael Somare to overthrow the Defence Force hierarchy 
lasted less than a day.  

 

To many people in Papua New Guinea, yesterday's mutiny was sparked because there has been 
no satisfactory settlement of the competing claims to leadership by Peter O'Neill and Sir Michael 
Somare. 

 

Presenter:Geraldine Coutts 

Speaker:Liam Fox, ABC Papua New Guinea correspondent  

 

FOX: Ah well it appears to have been resolved. The Melanesian way through a negotiation, there 
were no shots fired yesterday afternoon as far as we know. Our producer Firmin Nanol was 
outside Murray Barracks for much of the afternoon and said there was no major developments or 
action or movement there, but when we went to the press conference with Peter O'Neill, late 
yesterday afternoon, he announced as we just heard that the crisis was over, that Brigadier 
General Francis Agwi had been released from house arrest, that the soldiers involved had 
withdrawn to Taurama Barracks and that Colonel Sasa, the ring leader of these rebel soldiers 
was being "dealt with". He was asked what he meant by dealt with. He declined to say, saying it's 
not his position to arrest people, that's the police's job. He was asked is Colonel Sasa in custody 
and he would only say that he's being dealt with by the appropriate authorities. 

 



 

 

COUTTS: Do we know yet if Colonel Yaura Sasa acted on his own or he was acting on 
instructions from someone else? 

 

FOX: Look, I think it was pretty clear he was acting on instructions from the Somare camp. During 
the press conference, he gave yesterday morning, he said I've been appointed by Sir Michael 
Somare and I want the governor-general to abide by the Supreme Court's orders of December to 
appoint him as prime minister.  

 

Sir Michael Somare's spokesperson, Bertha Somare, said late in the morning that Sir Michael 
and his cabinet had appointed Colonel Sasa as the new commander of the PNG Defence Force. 

 

COUTTS: And what now are Sir Michael Somare and Peter O'Neill saying about this situation as 
to how they'll proceed from here? 

 

FOX: Well, there's been no word so far from Sir Michael Somare, but Peter O'Neill has said that 
those who'd broken the law will be dealt with. He seemed to take a soft stance with the soldiers 
involved, saying that they have longstanding grips and complaints over pay and conditions and 
those issues will now be addressed and that he believed that the Somare camp had preyed upon 
those longstanding griaus to get people involved in this attempted mutiny. 

 

Earlier in the day, yesterday, Belden Namah had said what Colonel Sasa had done amounts to 
treason and that carries a death penalty. 

 

Now in PNG there is a death penalty, but there's no way to actually carry it out, so the death 
penalty effectively means life in prison. We wait and see whether those sorts of charges are laid 
or whether it's a lesser charge like sedition. 

 

COUTTS: Has Brigadier-General Francis Agwi said anything in public yet as to his treatment and 
the conditions under which he was held in the barracks? 

 

FOX: No, he hasn't and I'm not sure that he will. He's not fond of making public statements, 
certainly in person anyway. He likes to stay in the background, but Peter O'Neill did say that he 
had spoken to Brigadier-General Francis Agwi yesterday afternoon and that he was in good 
health and in fine spirits. 

 

COUTTS: Now, while this was going on, a few phone calls to me suggested from people living in 
Papua New Guinea that it was extremely tense, domestic flights were cancelled. What was the 
situation on the ground while all this was underway? 

 

FOX: It was tense, but calm, certainly a lot of businesses around Port Moresby had closed during 
the day as word of this mutiny spread. As you mentioned, domestic flights had been cancelled. 
But people were still largely going about their business. There was still traffic on the roads, there 
was still people walking on the streets. Indeed there were still people walking around Murray 
Barracks itself. So the situation is tense, but calm, and Peter O'Neill has urged people to resume 
their normal lives today. 

 

COUTTS: And is it likely anytime soon, just likely before we let you go Liam whether the O'Neill 
and Somare intend getting together to thrash this out? 

 

FOX: Look, I think that's highly unlikely. The O'Neill camp maintain that Somare is not even a 
member of parliament, so how can they meet with him. They've maintained all along that while 
the Supreme Court made its orders to reinstate Sir Michael. They've dealt with that order in 
parliament by passing retrospective legislation to deal with that order, to effectively remove Sir 
Michael as both the prime minister and the member of parliament. As far as they're concerned, 
there's nothing to negotiate. There is no getting together to sort anything out. It is sorted out. 
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OôNeill: No more mutiny 

 

NORMALCY has been restored following a failed mutiny at the PNG Defence Force headquarters 
at Murray Barracks yesterday, according to Prime Minister Peter OôNeill. 

Mr OôNeill put the blame squarely on Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare for inciting an illegal take 
over of the forceôs Commander, Francis Agwi, with retrenched colonel, Yaura Sasa. 

Mr Agwi was put under house arrest and Mr Sasa assumed control at the Commanderôs office 
causing a day long stand off between two factions of the Defence Force. 

By late yesterday, around 5pm, Mr OôNeill told a packed press conference that the attempted take 
over had been neutralised and normalcy restored. 

Mr OôNeill warned in the strongest possible terms that the perpertrators of the mutiny will face the 
full force of the law, including Mr Sasa, who will be dealt with by the ñappropriate authoritiesò 
tasked to handle the matter. 

ñI expected the rule of law to apply,ò Mr OôNeill said.  

Since 5pm yesterday, no action had been taken against Mr Sasa, but Mr OôNeillôs deputy, Belden 
Namah, whom Mr OôNeill announced yesterday as Acting Defence Minister is immediately 
dealing with the situation. 

Mr Namah relieves Minister Guma Wau who is on personal leave.  

Mr OôNeillôs conference started an hour later than scheduled due to his attendance of critical 
matters relating to the mutiny including contingency plans to implement should the situation had 
deteriorated. 

A critical Mr OôNeill quizzed how a civilian could be ñplucked out of the streetò and put in charge of 
the Defence by a person ð refering to Sir Michael ð who is also ñnot a Member of Parliamentò. 

Mr OôNeill queried how the retired Colonel Sasa was appointed by the Somare regime without the 
legal instruments and authority to do so. 

ñRetrenced Colonel Sasa was not appointed by the government to replace Commander Agwi.ò 

ñHe has no legal and valid instrument to back his claim that he is the commander. 

ñHe is a civilian who was misled by the Somare camp to carry out an illegal unlawful act. 

ñHis attempt to take over the force has now been neutralised and normalcy has been restored at 
the Murray Barracks,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

He described the events at Murray Barracks yesterday as demonstrating the desperate length Sir 
Michael is prepared to go to in order to wrestle power from him (OôNeill), by cleverly trying to 
manipulate an internal issue in the defence force to his advantage. 

Mr OôNeill said the Somare regimeôs appointment of Colonel Sasa was intentionally to create 
instability over a matter that should rightly be decided by the Courts. 

He said if Sir Michael was still aggrieved he should resort to the judiciary as Parliament had 
already annulled previous challenges by him by changing the legislation now making him Prime 
Minister. 
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Hunt is on for mutiny leader 

 

POLICE were hunting for self-proclaimed Commander of retrenched Papua New Guinea Defence 
Force Colonel Yaura Sasa last night after he forcefully led a group of renegade soldiers placing 
Commander Brigadier General Francis Agwi and senior officers under house-arrest. 

The renegade soldiers are from the First Pacific Island Regiment Bravo Company. 



 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Walter Enuma who was also placed under house-arrest together with the 
PNGDF Commander said last night that the self-proclaimed Brigadier General Sasa is a civilian 
and no longer a military man and police will arrest him and deal with him in a civilian way. 

Lt Col Enuma said retrenched colonel Sasa as a former senior military man, should have known 
better especially the process in which a commander of the defence force is appointed and the 
way he conducted himself was in fact a saddest day for the country. 

Earlier during the day Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah ordered that retrenched Col Sasa 
and his men surrender before 4:06pm. 

Mr Namah said the OôNeill ï Namah Government was the legitimate government of the day and 
the legitimate Prime Minister was the Member for Ialibi-Pangia Peter OôNeill. 

ñWhat happened in the early hours of yesterday morning was totally a mutinous in nature. I am 
saying this because I went through the same charges as a solider, however in my case it was 
different ï while for theméitôs completely wrong,ò Mr Namah said. 

ñI say this because the actions of these soldiers to put the Commander and other senior officers 
under house arrest, is completely wrong under the military laws ï what these rogue soldiers have 
done will come with serious implications upon them,ò he said. 

Mr Namah visited Murray Barracks accompanied by six ministers, National Planning Minister 
Sam Basil, David Arore (Education, Science and Technology, Jamie Maxtone Graham (Health 
and HIV/AIDS), Francis Awesa (Works and Transport), Powes Pakop (Governor NCD), John 
Boito (Police), Puri Ruing (Dei Open) and Maprik Open MP Gabriel Kapris. 

However, they only met with senior officers inside the main gate for about 20 minutes briefing 
with Mr Namah promising to return today to meet with the Brigadier General Agwi and his senior 
commanders in the barracks. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill also announced yesterday that his deputy Mr Namah will now act as 
Acting Defence Minister. 
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Somareôs mutiny 

 

All the plans for the failed take-over of the position of the Commander of the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force, was planned through out the weekend at a hotel in Port Moresby. 

This was revealed to the Post-Courier by certain members of the renegade soldiers, many of 
them lower ranking when admitting they were on duty at that time and were only carrying out 
orders from their superiors on the events that unfolded yesterday. 

This was also confirmed by a Colonel we interviewed earlier yesterday. These soldiers who kept 
General Agwi, Lieutenant Colonel Walter Enuma (Policy, Planning and Force Development) and 
Commanding officer of Taurama Barracks Lieutenant Colonel Francis Kari confirmed the Somare 
regime were behind the events that transpired. These soldiers admitted that Grand Chief Sir 
Michael Somare and his regime hired 10 vehicles from a car dealer and four of these vehicles 
were given to police while six were given to them to effect retrenched Colonel Yaura Sasaôs 
appointment as the Somare regimeôs appointed PNGDF Commander. 
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Mutiny! 

By staff reporters 

 

The struggle for power between Parliament elect Prime Minister Peter OôNeill and the Supreme 
Court reinstated Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare is far from over. 



 

 

This follows a failed mutiny ð the first ever in this countryôs Defence Force ð led by a retired 
army officer supported by about 40 gun-totting soldiers who stormed the military headquarters of 
the PNG Defence Force at Murray Barracks in Port Moresby in the early hours of Thursday 
January 26, catching everyone by surprise. 

The mutineers placed the commander, Brigadier General Francis Agwi under house arrest and 
installed retired colonel, 65-year- old Yaura Sasa as commander.  

The drama unfolded first at the Taurama Barracks, home of the 1st Royal Pacific Islands 
Regiment where the mutineers, placed their own Commander Officer Lt. Colonel Francis Kari 
under house arrest and then proceeded to Murray Barracks. 

As the drama unfolded at the PNGDF headquarters, Police, who were aware of the mutiny threat 
went into action and secured all strategic locations and government institutions including state 
house, Government printer and Mourata House, the seat of Government. 

ñWe were all caught by surprise. Fully armed soldiers moved into the barracks and cut power off, 
proceeded to the residence of the officer who looked after the armoury and ordered him out. They 
led him at gun point to open the armoury and armed themselves,ò an eye witness told Post-
Courier. 

The mutineers, in a press conference with the local media demanded that the Parliament be 
recalled in seven days and Sir Michael be restored as the Prime Minister. They also demanded 
that all entitlements for retrenched and former soldiers of the PNGDF be paid promptly by the 
State. 

While the mutineers lay siege to the defence headquarters, soldiers loyal to their commander 
watched helplessly from a distance at the main barracks. Eye witnesses told Post-Courier the 
mutineers that fired on the soldiers to disperse them, sending the public running for cover and 
had had to move in to close all roads leading into the barracks. 

ñThis is mutiny and the actions of the soldiers borders of treason too,ò Government Chief 
secretary, Manasupe Zurenuoc told Post Courier. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill, in a press conference later said normalcy was restored following at 
the PNG Defence Force headquarters. 

And he put the blame squarely on Sir Michael for inciting an illegal take over of the forceôs 
Commander, Francis Agwi, with retrenched colonel, Yaura Sasa. 

And he warned in no uncertain terms that perpetrators of the mutiny would face the full brunt of 
the law adding Mr Sasa himself will be dealt with by the ñappropriate authoritiesò tasked to handle 
the matter. 

ñI expected the rule of law to apply,ò he said. 

Mr OôNeill announced that his deputy, Belden Namah, had been appointed as Acting Defence 
Minister to deal with the situation, releiiving Minister Guma Wau of duties. 

As of 5pm the situation at the army headquarters was neutralised. The mutineers had returned to 
their barracks and the commander was freed.  

Post Courier understands that retired Colonel Sasa will be arrested soon. 

The UN and all diplomatic missions in the country also watched the development in the Port 
Moresby. The Australia Foreign Affairs Department has issued an alert to its citizens in the city to 
be careful when moving around. 
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PNG mutiny over, says O'Neill 
 

Papua New Guinea's Prime Minister Peter O'Neill says a mutiny by about 30 rebel soldiers is 
over. 

 

Soldiers led by former Colonel Yaura Sasa placed their commander under house arrest on 
Thursday morning, in a move backed by former prime minister Michael Somare.  

 

Mr O'Neill says Brigadier General Francis Agwi has now been freed. 

 

"The government has now taken control of the barracks and the soldiers have now withdrawn to 
Taurama Barracks, those who were at Murray Barracks," he said. 

 

"The commander is now released, he's not under house arrest. And as a result the government 
has taken full control the defence headquarters.  

 

"We will now start an investigation into the issues that the soldiers have and we'll resolve them as 
we move forward." 

 

The prime minister says Colonel Sasa is being "dealt with" but declined to clarify what this meant. 

 

Mutinous soldiers 

 

Earlier, Colonel Sasa told reporters in Port Moresby that soldiers under his control fired several 
shots as they stormed barracks and took Brigadier General Agwi hostage under house arrest. 

He said the action did not amount to a military mutiny or takeover, but said he had been 
appointed commander by former prime minister Sir Michael Somare. 

He called on Sir Michael and Prime Minister Peter O'Neill to return to Parliament to resolve what 
he called the country's constitutional impasse within seven days. 

"I once again am now calling on...both parties and the head of state to respect the constitution 
and comply with the orders issued by the supreme court immediately," he said. 

"If this call is not heeded, I may be forced to take necessary actions." 

Though he was appointed by Sir Michael, Colonel Sasa said he was a "neutral" party and insisted 
his actions were "not a military takeover". 

"I assure the international community, our investors, this is not a military coup. I am intervening to 
uphold the constitution and I have made my intentions known and that the two parties comply 
with this promptly," he said. 

"My task is restoring the integrity and respect of the constitution and the judiciary. 

"I am now calling on the head of state (governor-general Sir Michael Ogio) to immediately 
implement Sir Michael's post as prime minister." 

 

 

Arrested 

 

The deputy prime minister Belden Namah told reporters that 15 of the 30 or so men supporting 
Colonel Sasa had been arrested. 

Mr Namah, a former soldier, said the Colonel does not have the support of the wider military and 
that he should give himself up. 

He said Colonel Sasa's actions amounted to mutiny, which carries the death penalty. 



 

 

Mr Namah also accused PNG's former Prime Minister, Sir Michael Somare, of orchestrating the 
mutiny. 

"If he can muster the numbers, he can go back to the floor of Parliament. But not like a small 
rascal on the street," he said. 

"These actions amount to be that of a criminal. This is mutinous, this is sedition, treason." 

 

Barracks raided 

 

A senior source in the PNG defence force said a group of between 12 and 20 soldiers 
overpowered guards at the Taurama barracks at around 3am on Thursday morning. 

They took the commanding officer captive then moved to Murray barracks and placed Brigadier 
General Francis Agwi under house arrest.  

When the conflict erupted last month, Commander Agwi recognised Mr O'Neill as the country's 
legitimate prime minister. 

Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs is warning Australians in Port Moresby to avoid 
travelling in the city because of "disturbances" at the barracks. 

Businesses across the city were closing on Thursday morning and workers were being sent home 
amid a tense atmosphere. 

DFAT said it was concerned by the developments and said Australia's High Commissioner in Port 
Moresby has spoken to Mr O'Neill about the situation. 

 

Australian reaction 

 

The Australian acting foreign affairs minister, Martin Ferguson, says the government recognises 
Peter O'Neil as the rightful leader of PNG. 

"His position has been established through the constitutional political processes that operate in 
Papua New Guinea," Mr Ferguson said. 

Australia's Prime Minister Julia Gillard said Australian officials were closely monitoring the 
situation. 

 

 

Political deadlock 

 

Sir Michael was ousted as prime minister and replaced by Mr O'Neill in August last year after his 
seat was declared vacant while he received medical treatment in Singapore. 

In December, the Supreme Court ordered his reinstatement as prime minister and as an MP. 

But despite that order, Mr O'Neill remained the effective prime minister with the support of the 
public service, police, defence force and most MPs. 

Last week there were rowdy scenes in the parliament when Sir Michael walked in brandishing the 
court order and demanding his reinstatement. 

He was warned by Mr O'Neill that he could be arrested if he showed up again. 

A former commander of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, General Jerry Singirok, says the 
politicians must sort themselves out in order to end the army mutiny. 

"I am just calling on the speaker for parliament, Jeffrey Nape, to convene parliament and O'Neill 
and Belden Namah's group come and resolve this issue on the floor of parliament with Sir 
Michael Somare and his group," he said. 

"I think that's the only way that we can resolve this." 
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Unruhen in Papua-Neuguinea 

Rebellierende Soldaten stü• rzen Militärchef 

 

Im Inselstaat Papua-Neuguinea soll es eine Meuterei gegeben haben. 

Eine Gruppe von Soldaten hat laut Radio- und TV-Berichten den 



 

 

Militärchef des Landes unter Hausarrest gestellt und fordert die 

Wiedereinsetzung des im vergangenen Jahr abgesetzten Premiers. 

Im Inselstaat Papua-Neuguinea hat es australischen Medienberichten zufolge 

eine Meuterei gegeben. Eine Gruppe von zwölf bis 20 Soldaten habe den 

Militärchef General Francis Agwi am Donnerstag unter Hausarrest gestellt und 

ihn durch Oberst Yaura Sasa ersetzt, berichtete die Rundfunkanstalt ABC. 

Die Soldaten fordern den Rücktritt von Ministerpräsident Peter O'Neill binnen 

einer Woche und die Wiedereinsetzung von dessen Vorgänger Michael 

Somare. Die Regierung forderte die Soldaten zur Kapitulation auf und erklärte, 

die Mehrheit der Streitkräfte stehe nicht hinter dem Aufstand. 

Sasa, ein Oberst im Ruhestand, erklärte, dass es sich nicht um einen Putsch 

handele. Die Streitkräfte würden jedoch nicht näher bezeichnete Maßnahmen 

ergreifen, falls O'Neill nicht innerhalb von sieben Tagen zurücktrete, sagte Sasa 

vor Journalisten. Der stellvertretende Regierungschef, Belden Namah, erklärte, 

15 der an der Meuterei beteiligten Soldaten seien festgenommen worden. 

 

27.01.12 Unruhen in Papua-Neuguinea - Rebellierende Soldaten stürzen Militärchef« 

Das australische Auăenministerium bestªtigte in einer Erklªrung den Sturz 

Agwis und ªuăerte sich besorgt ¿ber die Ereignisse. Das Ministerium rief zu 

einer raschen Klärung der Lage auf. O'Neill habe der früheren Schutzmacht 

Australien versichert, dass man sich um eine Lösung bemühe. 

Später am Tag teilte O'Neill mit, dass die Regierung die Lage wieder im Griff 

habe. Agwi sei aus dem Hausarrest der Putschisten befreit worden und habe 

sein Kommando wieder übernommen. 

In dem pazifischen Inselstaat tobt seit Monaten ein Machtkampf zwischen 

Somare und O'Neill. Somare war im August vergangenen Jahres für abgesetzt 

erklärt worden, als er sich zu einer medizinischen Behandlung im Ausland 

aufhielt. Er war der erste Regierungschef Papua-Neuguineas nach der 

Unabhängigkeit 1975. Im Dezember 2011 erklärte der Oberste Gerichtshof des 

Landes die Absetzung Somares und Wahl O'Neills zum neuen Premier für 

unrechtmªăig und forderte die Wiedereinsetzung von Somare. 
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Mutinerie au sein de lôarm®e de Papouasie Nouvelle-Guinée 

 

Un terme refus® Yaura Sasa, un colonel ¨ la retraite qui sôest empar® hier du commandement 
des Forces de défense. À trois heures du matin, de 12 à 20 soldats ont maîtrisé les gardes de la 
caserne Taurama pour y arrêter le commandant. Ils se sont ensuite rendus à la caserne Murray 
pour interpeller cette fois le chef des Forces de défense, le général Francis Awgi maintenant 
assigné à résidence. 

Yaura Sasa refuse le terme de mutinerie ou de coup dô£tat militaire, Il affirme faire son devoir 
apr¯s avoir ®t® nomm® ¨ la t°te de lôarm®e par le gouvernement de Sir Michael Somare et 
nôaurait pour but que de r®soudre la lutte de pouvoir entre Sir Michael Somare et Peter OôNeill, le 
Premier ministre élu par les députés en août dernier pendant que Sir Michael, Premier ministre 
dôalors, se faisait op®rer du cîur ¨ Singapour. 

Le mois dernier, la Cour suprême a réinstallé Sir Michael Somare dans ses fonctions de Premier 
ministre qui a donc form® son gouvernement. Toutefois, Peter OôNeill est rest® ¨ son poste avec 



 

 

le soutien de la police, de la fonction publique, de la plupart des d®put®s et de lôarm®e puisque le 
mois dernier le g®n®ral Awgi a reconnu la l®gitimit® de Peter OôNeill. 

Le colonel Sasa exige la restitution du pouvoir à Sir Michael Somare. 

SASA : ç Je demande aussi au chef de lô£tat [le Gouverneur-g®n®ral] dôappliquer la d®cision de 
la Cour suprême relative aux fonctions de Sir Michael Somare au poste de Premier ministre de 
Papouasie Nouvelle-Guin®e. Et je demande ¨ Michael Somare et ¨ M. Peter OôNeill de 
convoquer le Parlement pour r®soudre cette situation politique. Il nôy a aucun doute dans mon 
esprit et dans lôesprit des Papous que beaucoup de d®g©ts ont d®j¨ ®t® faits ¨ la Constitution et 
je ne peux pas laisser cette situation persister. » 

Et le colonel Sasa de conclure : 

SASA : ç Si cet appel nôest pas entendu, je serai contraint de prendre toutes les mesures 
n®cessaires pour prot®ger et maintenir lôint®grit® de la Constitution. è 

Peu après ces déclarations, le Vice-premier ministre, Belden Namah, un ancien soldat, a déclaré 
que de 15 à 30 partisans du colonel à la retraite Sasa ont été arrêtés. Et dôajouter. 

NAMAH : ç Dôaller occuper le bureau du commandant et dôassigner ¨ r®sidence le chef des 
forces armées relève de la trahison. Et la trahison requiert la peine de mort. » 

Dans la soir®e dôhier, le Premier ministre Peter OôNeill a indiqu® que la crise était maintenant 
termin®e et que le chef des forces arm®es, Franics Awgi avait ®t® lib®r®. Il ne sôest pas exprim® 
sur le sort réservéau colonel Sasa. Une enquête est en cours, a-t-il indiqueé. 
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METALS: Copper rises after Fed signals stimulus 

By Silvia Antonioli 

  

    LONDON, Jan 26 (Reuters) - Copper rose more than 2 percent to a 

four-month high on Thursday as investors cheered news that the U.S. Federal 

Reserve was ready to offer additional stimulus, a move that could lift economic 

growth and demand for industrial metals.  

    Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke said late on Wednesday the U.S. 

central bank was ready to offer the economy additional stimulus after it 

announced it would likely keep interest rates near zero until at least late 

2014.   

    Benchmark copper on the London Metal Exchange rose more than 2 

percent to a session high of $8,610 a tonne, its highest since Sept. 19. It 

closed at $8,590 from a last bid of $8,384 on Wednesday.  

    "The Fed's announcement certainly seems to have helped," said Natixis 

analyst Nic Brown.  

    "If you think the Fed's action will lead to stronger economic growth, then 

yes, it should boost base metals demand, but if you think that the Fed's action 

signals more prolonged weakness, then the connection is not that obvious."  

    New orders for U.S. manufactured goods rose in December, and a gauge of 

future business investment rebounded, while new claims for jobless benefits rose 

only moderately last week, suggesting the labour market in the world's biggest 

economy was still healing.   

    Hopes that Greece will wrap up tortuous negotiations on a debt swap this 

week to avoid a chaotic default also supported market sentiment.   

    The euro hit a five-week high against a broadly weak dollar on Thursday on 

speculation of progress in Greek debt negotiations and after the U.S. Federal 



 

 

Reserve indicated interest rates would stay at ultra low levels for at least 

another two years.   

    A weaker U.S. unit makes dollar-denominated commodities more affordable for 

holders of other currencies.  

      

    THE CHINA FACTOR  

    Copper stockpiles in LME-monitored warehouses have fallen by almost a third 

in the past four months, an indication that demand for the metal has improved 

recently.  

    Inventories of the red metal fell by 1,875 tonnes to 337,875 tonnes in 

LME-bonded sheds, their lowest level since Sep. 2009, the latest data showed.  

    Copper stocks in warehouses monitored by the Shanghai Futures Exchange , however, 
increased in the past few weeks, which may indicate some 

demand weakness in China, the world's largest consumer of the metal.  

    This weakness is temporary, though, according to some analysts.  

    The Shanghai Futures Exchange is closed this week for the Lunar New Year 

holiday.  

    "Stocks in Shanghai have gone up recently as imports went up ahead of the 

Chinese New Year holiday, but demand from end-users in January has been muted, 

so you get a certain accumulation," Brown said.  

    "That was in anticipation of stronger demand later this year, so I don't 

think it is hugely worrying. The absolute level of stockpiles around the world 

is low."  

    Natixis expects China's apparent demand for copper to grow by 9 to 10 

percent this year as a destocking phase comes to an end and apparent demand once 

again starts to reflect the needs of real end-users.  

    "China has stepped up its metal imports ahead of the Chinese New Year, and 

the question is whether the latest uptick in imports was just due to stockpiling 

or whether end-user demand has indeed continued to strengthen," Credit Suisse 

said in a note.  

    Chinese imports of refined copper rose 18.3 percent in December on the month 

to a record high due to improved arbitrage and increased use of copper for 

financing purposes, but inflows fell 3 percent in 2011 from 2010 on low imports 

in the first half.   

    In other metals, tin closed at $24,005 from $22,450, zinc  

closed at $2,205 from $2,175 at Wednesday's close. Lead closed at $2,325 

from $2,281 and nickel at $21,600 from $20,940.  

    Aluminium, untraded at the close, was last bid at $2,276 from 

$2,252.  
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Game over? 

 

It seems that Sir Michael Somare's insidious attempt to get back in office by military force 
failed. 



 

 

  

Backed by a few older followers of former Prime Minister Somare and by Somare's son 
Arthur, a small group of mislead soldiers illegally intended to take over power in PNG this 
morning, This was confirmed by Somare's daughter Betha. 

 

The ESBC take the view that time has come to bring the 
Somare family finally to justice now! 

 

Behind the Coup: 

Sir Michael Somare and his children Arthur and Betha 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Suffering from Lack of Power and Public Funds: 

Somare and Supporters 
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Live blog: Agwi freed; Sasa being 'dealt with', says O'Neill 
WITH KEITH JACKSON 

 

SOURCES INCLUDE ABC, AAP, NAMORONG REPORT, TWITTER, PNG ATTITUDE 
READERS 

  

18:15 The ABCôs Liam Fox [Liam (Old Irish, noun)= he who is first with the news] reports Peter 

O'Neill saying that Brig Gen Agwi has been freed, soldiers involved have withdrawn to Taurama 
Barracks and Col Sasa is being "dealt with". The prime minister ñwouldn't clarifyò, says Fox. The 
ABC is also reporting that all domestic airports in PNG are closed (thanks Peter Kranz). 

  

18:10 Y'know it's eerily quiet.  If this was a western, I'd be expecting the hail of arrows.  It's all 

tenter and no hook. And we've got 2,000 readers needing a fix. 

  

You can now read a transcript of retired Papua New Guinea General Jerry Singirokôs interview 
with Radio Australia here 

  

And watch Damien Kingsbury, professor of international relations at Deakin University, speaking 
to Al Jazeera on the PNG political situation 

  

18:05 ñIs a military coup in PNG just around the corner?ò contributor Paul Oates asked last 

year. ñGiven the 'solidarity' being expressed by PM Somare for [the] Fiji coup leader, it wouldn't 
take much for some PNG soldiers see a parallel 'window of opportunity'.ò Iôd take a lottery ticket 
on the back of that prescience, Paul 

 

17:40 The man claiming to be the new commander of Papua New Guineaôs Defence Force, 
retired Col Yauara Sasa [pictured] denies he conducted a mutiny this morning. ñIt looks as though 
itôs a military coup but it is not a military coup. Iôm restoring, Iôm intervening to restore the 
constitution and that means all - that is also the public servants, heads of the departments, 
statutory bodies and institutions - comply with what (the court has decided). The court has made 
its decision but nobody seems to be adhering to the court decisions. So what does that mean: the 
court has no powers now?ò 



 

 

 

16:40 Still no news, but plenty of entertainment. ñAll indications are that Namah and OôNeill will 

still be in power and the Somare regime may face High Treason charges for trying to overthrow 
the state. But hey this is the fucking land of the unexpected and I'm just a drunk blogger writing 
this nonsense for you with loud music in the background. OMG, just ran out of alcohol. Maybe 
PNG also has ran out of sanityò ï Martyn Namorong at his intemperate best.  Read more here 

  

16:20 The deadline for the surrender of the army mutineers has come and gone.  So far no 

reports of action. Peter OôNeill is believed to have been in the Southern Highlands at the scene of 
the tragic Tari landslide. Sir Michael Somare is maintaining a sullen silence. 

  

16:10 Liam Fox (ABC) tweets that he has heard that Jacksons (international) airport has been 

closed. Could this be to stop incoming support for the mutineers or to prevent pro-Somare people 
from getting out of town? 

  

15:15 More from Peter Kranz about the Belden Namah media conference. Quotes from Namah 

- "Somare has now lost the total respect of the country he fought for independence (for). He was 
the chief minister, the first prime minister. He is the grand chief. I want to say this to Somare: You 
have lost your mind. You have lost total control of yourself. You have lost your mind. You have 
lost sanity." 

  

Mr Namah said 15 of the 30 men loyal to Sasa and Somare had been arrested but those 
numbers cannot be verified. He said the army officers had until 4.06pm to surrender or face the 
full force of the law. 

  

15:00 So letôs try to recap the critical elements in the latest crisis to envelope Papua New 

Guinea; a crisis triggered by a mutineer colonel who paradoxically says he is trying to alleviate a 
crisis. 

  

Just before 3 pm thereôs a little over an hour left before deputy prime minister Belden Namahôs 
deadline expires for the rebel soldiers to surrender ï 4.06 pm, the official public service knock-off 
time. 

  

There seems to be less than 100 of them under the command of retired colonel Yaura Sasa, 
apparently commissioned by the óSomare cabinetô to take control of the Army from its rightful 
commander, Brig Gen Francis Agwi [pictured], who is variously said to be under house arrest or, 
according to Sasa, not under house arrest. 

  

Commander Sasa appears to have taken control of the Murray and Taurama barracks in an 
attempt to restore the Somare government and claims the authority of the Supreme Court and the 
PNG Constitution to justify his extreme actions. 

  

So far prime minister Peter OôNeill has not made any public statement but was said to be wanting 
to visit the barracks with loyal troops, although this could not be confirmed. 

  

Air Niugini flights to Lae, Wewak, Vanimo and Kiunga - all close to Army basesï have been 
suspended to deter soldiers likely to be sympathetic to the Somare faction from travelling to Port 
Moresby. 

  

Meanwhile Port Moresby is reported to be quiet 

  

 

Live blog: Mutiny leader gives MPs 7 days to resolve 'crisis' 



 

 

 

SOURCES INCLUDE ABC, AAP, NAMORONG REPORT, TWITTER, PNG ATTITUDE 
READERS 

  

CLICK YOUR REFRESH BUTTON FOR UPDATES 

  

14:25 Sir Michael's Somareôs daughter and spokeswoman, Betha, has told journalists that Sir 

Michael ordered Colonel Yaura Sasa to take control of Papua New Guinea's Army. 

  

Ms Somare said a decision was taken by Sir Michael's cabinet to install the retired soldier as 
head of the defence force, replacing Francis Agwi. "A decision was taken by Somare's cabinet for 
Col Yaurra Sasa to take charge of the PNGDF," Betha Somare said. 

  

AAP reports that Commander Sasa appears to have taken control of the Murray and Taurama 
barracks.  He has also held two press conferences in the office of arrested Army Commander 
Agwi. 

  

An army officer at Murray Barracks, who asked not to be named, told AAP the gates had been 
locked in anticipation of the arrival of Prime Minister Peter O'Neill and troops loyal to him. 

  

Police say they are monitoring the situation.  Spokesman Dominic Kakas told AAP Commander 
Sasa may be in control of 20 to 100 troops. 

  

Col Sasa denied reports in the PNG media that Commander Agwi was under "lock and key", 
telling journalists the veteran soldier who denied Sir Michael's request for a military intervention in 
December was not under house arrest 

  

14:00 We, where were we? Peter Kranz reports: 

  

Colonel Sasa gave a news conference at around 1:00.  He claims he is just trying to enforce the 
Constitution and decision of the Supreme Court and was appointed by Somare yesterday to take 
control of the PNGDF. Some astute journos asked what he would do if Parliament met and 
merely confirmed O'Neill as PM (as it already has done). He refused to be drawn, other than 
saying if it wasn't sorted out he would take 'necessary actions.' 

  

Later deputy prime minister Belden Namah gave a press conference and stated that some of the 
soldiers involved in the action have been arrested (by the police presumably).  He has given Sasa 
till 4:00 to step down.  Meanwhile he has ordered the suspension of Air Niugini flights to Lae, 
Wewak, Vanimo and Kiunga - all close to Army bases likely to be sympathetic to the Somare 
faction.  This was against the background of reports that some Army units were mobilising and 
travelling to Port Moresby. 

  

A tambu [close friend] in Moresby in an email to me states "the OôNeill side condemns the action 
saying that itôs an act out of desperation by the Somare faction. Nothing has eventuated around 
the Waigani government offices towards the parliament as yet. 

  

ñThere is now a heavy policy presence around the various MPs houses and offices. The streets 
are quiet and businesses are normal as usual around Waigani. I think the commotion is around 
Konedobu and around the Murray Barracks towards 3 Mile and 2 Mileé 

  

ñThe general election for PNG is just months away and I donôt know when this political impasse 
will ever stop and the MPs prepare for the election. What a Land of the Unexpectedé" 

  



 

 

12:00 Trouble with one man bands is that the band needs to take a break sometimes.  We'll 

resume here in about two hours.  Meanwhile keep the feedback flowing. 

  

11:55 Blogger Martyn Namorong reports that Col Yaura Sasa is from Morobe Patrol Post in the 

Huon Gulf area and is an elder brother of Hon Zibe Sasa, PNGôs Health Minister 

  

11:50 The man who has staged a raid on a military barracks in Papua New Guinea has given 

MPs a seven day deadline to resolve the country's political crisis, or he will resort to force, but 
claims he is not staging a mutiny or a military takeover. Retired Colonel Yaura Sasa declared 
himself commander after his soldiers placed Brig Gen Francis Agwi under house arrest. 

  

11:30 The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade called on the O'Neill 

government to quickly resolve the crisis. ''We are concerned about these developments overnight 
in Port Moresby,'' it said. ''We urge that the situation be resolved as soon as possible, and that 
the PNGDF chain of command is restored.'' 

  

Australia's High Commissioner in Port Moresby, Ian Kemish, spoke earlier today with Mr O'Neill, 
DFAT said. ''Mr O'Neill told the High Commissioner authorities were taking steps to manage the 
situation,'' a statement said. ''The Head of the Australian Defence Staff at the High Commission 
has also talked with Brigadier Agwi. 'We understand that discussions underway within the 
PNGDF to resolve the matter.ò 

  

11:25 The leader of the overnight army mutiny has demanded the return of Sir Michael Somare 

to the prime ministership, reports The Australian newspaper. Colonel Yaura Sasa, a former 
defence attaché to Indonesia, who arrested the country's military commander Brigadier Francis 
Agwi and placed him under house arrest, has given the nation's politicians seven days to decide 
who is in charge of the country. 

  

He says he has taken control of PNG's military following discussions with Brigadier Agwi. ''My 
task is restoring the integrity and respect of the constitution and the judiciary,'' Colonel Sasa told 
reporters from the commander's office in Murray Barracks. 

  

''I am now calling on the head of state (Governor General Sir Michael Ogio) to immediately 
implement Sir Michael's post as prime minister.'' 

  

He said Mr O'Neill must recall parliament and gave PNG's 109 MPs a seven-day deadline to ''sort 
out'' the constitutional mess. 

  

The gates of Murray Barracks have been locked and Mr O'Neill is expected to go to the barracks 
with troops loyal to him. 

  

There have been no reports of any injuries or gunfire so far, nor any sign of police involvement. 

  

11:15 The leader of the mutiny has been identified by commentator Nou Vada as Colonel 

Yaura Sasa, commanding officer Charlie Company , 1 PIR 

  

  



 

 

 
Colonel Yaura Sasa 

  

11:05 Email from Bruce Hill at Radio Australia with a note on an interview worth catching up 

with: ñI spoke to General Singirok about the mutiny about an hour ago. We played the full seven 
minute interview with him of Phil Kafkaloudes morning program just before 11am, and a 20 
second clip from it is currently being played in our news bulletins. 

  

ñGen Singirok says essentially that this is a problem caused by the Somare-OôNeill political 
standoff, and heôs called on the Speaker to reconvene parliament so the impasse can be dealt 
with once and for all. He admitted that ethnic loyalties are still clearly a factor within the PNGDF, 
suggested that more resources are needed to ensure the professionalism and neutrality of the 
military, and offered his own services as a mediator if required. 

  

ñWe will be playing the interview again in Pacific Beat at 4pm Melbourne time today.ò 

  

10:20 Reporter Ruth Rungula from EMTV says US Embassy representatives are at Murray 

Barracks PNGDF HQ 

  

10:15 "The streets of Port Moresby are calm. National TV is broadcasting the Adelaide [India v 

Australia] test," reports Martyn Namorong. "Eyewitnesses report that Taurama Barracks is 
swarming with fully armed soldiers." 

  

10:10 "At this stage it is not clear if the incident is related to the conflict between Peter O'Neill 

and Sir Michael Somare over the country's prime ministership, or if it is the work of disgruntled 
soldiers," the ABC says on its website. 

  

09:55 "We in PNG don't want Somare and the Chinese back in power," tweets award-winning 

blogger Martyn Namorong  

  

09:45  The Melbourne Herald Sun reports: ñArmed soldiers - some with camouflage paint on 

their faces - were preventing reporters from entering the Murray Military Barracks this morning, 
but they are expected to be taken to a commander soon. AAP's reporter at the scene says the 
soldiers say the barracks are under their óoperational commandô and there are rumours of a 
change in command.ò 

  

The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) has advised Australians to limit 
travel around Port Moresby today "due to disturbances at Murray and Taurama Barracks". 

  

09:15 - Peter Kranz reports from Twitter sources (unverified) that soldiers are being organised 

to enforce the orders of the Supreme Court to reinstate Sir Michael.  

 

Martyn Namorong says that the former defence attaché to Indonesia, a Colonel Safa, has now 
declared himself PNGDF commander. 

  



 

 

08:45  A possible attempted military coup is underway in Papua New Guinea with top military 

officers reported to be under house arrest. The mutinous troops are operating under the name 
Operasin Strongim Konstituson [Operation Support the Constitution]. 

  

Among other officers, Francis Agwi the Defence Force commander, and Kyrie Eleison, the 
Commanding Officer of Taurama Barracks, are said to have been placed under house arrest by 
around 40 soldiers this morning. 

  

Trade union leader Michael Malabag has commented: ñJust what is going on now is the evil hand 
of politicians infiltrating the Defence Force of PNG. I am very concerned about this latest 
development.ò 

  

Radio Australia says supporters of former prime minister Sir Michael Somare are believed to 
have staged the raid on Murray Barracks early in the day. 

  

A report just in from the ABC's PNG correspondent Liam Fox says: ñAt about 3:00am today a 
group of between 12 and 20 soldiers are believed to have raided the defence force headquarters 
at Murray Military Barracks and placed the head of the army, Brigadier General Francis Agwi, 
under house arrest. 

  

 
Brigadier General Francis Agwi 

  

ñThe ABC understands that a new commander has been sworn in. The raid on the barracks is 
believed to have been peaceful.ò 

  

Eyewitness accounts from readers can be sent here.  Comments from readers are also welcome 
[below] 

  

Weapons have been released and orders given for the O'Neill/Namah cabinet and police 
commissioner Kulunga to be arrested. 

  

An unnamed sources is quoted as saying: ñWe are now under military edict. Anyone resisting 
arrest will be shot. Orders have been issued to that effect.ò 

  

  

26.01.2012 

Source: Reuters 

 

PNG rebel soldiers demand return of former PM Somare 

By Michael Perry 

 

(Reuters) - Forces loyal to deposed Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare 
raided the country's main army barracks on Thursday, installing a new military commander and 
demanding Somare be reinstated as leader of the resource-rich nation. 



 

 

Papua New Guinea has for months been gripped in a political deadlock, with incumbent Prime 
Minister Peter O'Neill taking office in August after Somare was ruled ineligible as a member of 
parliament due to illness and absence from the legislature. 

In the early hours of Thursday, up to 20 soldiers raided the main army barracks, seized their chief 
commander and placed him under house arrest in an action dubbed Operation Protect the 
Constitution. 

"I call on the disciplinary forces to ensure public safety by exercising restraint at all times," 
Somare said in a statement announcing he had appointed a new defense force chief and again 
declaring he was the legitimate prime minister. 

Residents of Port Moresby said the dusty port capital was quiet although tense with roadblocks 
around the main army barracks. 

PNG has a history of political and military unrest. An army mutiny in 1997 overthrew the 
government after it employed mercenaries to try to end a long-running secessionist rebellion on 
the island of Bougainville, home to a big copper mine. 

The Supreme Court in December ordered Somare reinstated but O'Neill rejected the ruling, with 
parliament again voting him prime minister, leaving two competing leaders. 

"Col Yaura Sasa has been appointed by the legitimate government as the New Commander of 
the Defence and it is the duty of discipline forces to protect the Constitution," Somare said in an 
email sent to Reuters by his daughter, Betha Somare. 

"Should anyone be aggrieved they should go to the same court that has restored the Somare 
government." 

Sasa called for Somare's reinstatement and set a seven-day deadline for lawmakers to resolve 
the constitutional crisis, warning he "may be forced to take necessary actions". 

"I am calling on both Sir Michael Somare and Mr Peter O'Neill to recall the Parliament to sort out 
the current political situation," he said. 

Sasa sat alone at a desk when he held his news conference, with no other soldiers present. 

A few hours later, O'Neill's deputy prime minister, Belden Namah, said some 15 Sasa supporters 
had been arrested and called on the mutineers to surrender to police, warning that "treason 
carries a death penalty". 

"For Somare to use rogue policemen and rogue soldiers to pursue his own greed and selfishness 
is really a sad situation for a person who claims to be the father of the nation ... you have lost 
sanity," Namah told a news conference in Port Moresby. 

 

CRISIS JEOPARDISES INVESTMENT 

 

The crisis has jeopardized PNG's prospects as an investment destination just as U.S. oil giant 
ExxonMobil develops a $15.7 billion liquefied natural gas plant, the country's biggest-ever 
resource project. 

Exxon spokeswoman Rebecca Arnold said the company had been monitoring developments. 

"At this stage, it's business as usual," she said. 

PNG, a country of 6.5 million people, has vast mineral wealth although 85 percent of its people 
live a subsistence village life. Port Moresby is plagued by lawless and often violent "raskal" gangs 
of youths. 

The military is careful to draw its membership evenly from regions and clans, ensuring no single 
ethnic group can take control or command enough support for a coup. 

Reporters said it was unclear how much support the rebels had inside the military, believing they 
may be only a small band, with most soldiers either backing O'Neill or dissatisfied with both 
O'Neill and Somare. 

Neighboring Australia called for a restoration in the line of command in the defense forces. 

"We urge that the situation be resolved as soon as possible, and that the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force chain of command is restored," the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 

Authorities cancelled flights from the capital to other towns in the mountainous South Pacific 
island. 

"There is no place for the military in a PNG situation," Australia's Resources Minister Martin 
Ferguson, who is acting foreign minister, said on Australian TV. 



 

 

"The sooner we return to the normal constitutional political process, the better for Papua New 
Guinea," Ferguson said, adding that Australia accepted Peter O'Neill as the prime minister under 
the country's constitution. 

Last month, O'Neill declared victory in the standoff against Somare after the governor general 
named him the legitimate head of government. The country's civil service, police and army 
leaders also backed O'Neill. 

For many Papua New Guineans, the crisis is a contest between the old political guard of Somare 
-- known as The Chief who led the country to independence -- and O'Neill's administration, which 
is seen offering a fresh, more open alternative. 

Elections are due in June. 

  

  

26.12.2011 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Pau: Be fair in reports  

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

Recently appointed health secretary of the Catholic Diocese of Bougainville, Michaeline Pau, has 
challenged the media to report accurate, balanced and fair stories. 

Her challenge was made, following a published article in The National newspaper headlined: 
ñBougainville nurses await salariesò which appeared last year on Tuesday November 29. 

The young and energetic secretary did not deny the fact nurses of Teoruki Health Centre in 
Tinputz were not paid their salaries, for five fortnights and understood the cries and pleas of her 
staff. 

She also accepted the fact that a letter was received from the staff, regarding the salary matter. 

ñI visited some of the health centres and explained why the payments were not paid on time. But 
some weeks later some staff insisted and reported the matter to The National newspaper.ò she 
said. 

She claims that such actions taken by staff is unprofessional and did not follow protocol. 

She described such journalists as lazy and unethical in their journalism code of ethics for not 
getting both sides of the story ñbefore putting ink to your papersò. 

ñI call on the journalist to make sure that they should always balance stories, and get information 
from the relevant authorities. Interview many sources so that the story is well balanced.ò she said. 

Ms Pau explained that there was a shortfall in the staff budget and added that the Treasury office 
in Port Moresby is responsible for the delay because it did not release the funds on time. 

ñThe problem was not with the Church Medical Council of PNG, but Treasury because they are 
the monitors of the public funds.ò Ms Pau said.  

Meanwhile Ms Pau said that the government and the churches should work together to deliver 
effective health services, since churches now own and run many schools and most nursing 
colleges in the county. 

She said that churches provided about 50 per cent of the health services in urban and almost 90 
per cent in rural areas, but is still recieving less funding under the State-church partnership 
program initiated in 2008, that needs to be reivewed so the government releases funds in a timely 
fashion.  

  

  

26.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Zealand International 

 

Mutiny at PNG military headquarters 

  

A group of men has seized and replaced the head of the Papua New Guinea defence force in 
what is believed to be linked to the power struggle between two senior politicians. 



 

 

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation says 12 to 20 men raided the military headquarters at 
Murray Barracks in the early hours of the morning. 

They put Brigadier General Francis Agwi under house arrest and replaced him with a new 
commander, Yaura Sasa. 

The action comes a day after the veteran politician, Sir Michael Somare, reiterated that he is the 
legitimate prime minister despite key institutions siding with Peter OôNeill who took control last 
August. 

 

 

26.01.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Court: Kulunga is top cop for now  

By JUNIOR UKAHA 

 

THE National Court has ruled that Tom Kulunga will continue in his role as police commissioner 
until the constitutional matters on the row over the position is properly determined. 

Justice Catherine Davani however cautioned Kulunga not to usurp the powers of the police 
commissioner by issuing punitive orders against Fred Yakasa. 

She urged all parties involved in the case to maintain civility until the Supreme Court decided on 
the matter. 

Yakasa, who was appointed by the Somare-led group on Dec 12, took the matter to court after he 
was sidelined by the regime led by Peter OôNeill. 

Davani yesterday referred the matter to the Supreme Court for a reserved hearing on Feb 16. 

She said the matter had to be adjourned to give time to Yakasaôs lawyer to serve the amended 
originating summons to all the parties involved in the case, including recent interveners, on or 
before Feb 2. 

Davani said the amendments sought, in her view, were relevant and necessary to provide a 
foundation for the court to move forward and issue orders. 

ñI give leave to amend in the form of the originating summons attached to the affidavit of 
Christopher Niken sworn and filed on Jan 11 by Dotaona Lawyers,ò she said. 

ñI find that I was not misled by the plaintiff. Both parties have put before me all relevant facts. 

ñAll parties who have just joined have followed suit by filing affidavits stating their position.ò 

In her view, Yakasaôs action had revealed that there were serious issues to be decided by the 
Supreme Court before the National Court could proceed. 

 further. 

Davani ordered that the interim injunctive orders of Dec 16, 2011, preventing Kulunga and his 
agents from arresting, harassing, intimidating, approaching, hindering or interfering with Yakasa, 
his servants, agents, subordinates and commanders be complied with. And this will be in 
effect  until after the hearing of the reservation and decisions. 

She however explained the extension of the interim order did not make Yakasa and his agents 
immune to criminal acts while performing their duties as ñpolicemenò. 

 

 

26.01.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia News 

 

Military raid in PNG 

 

The head of Papua New Guinea's army, Defence Force Chief, Brigadier General Francis Agwi, 
has been placed under house arrest. 

A senior source in the PNG defence force said a group of between 12 and 20 soldiers 
overpowered guards at the Taurama barracks at around 3am this morning. 



 

 

They took the commanding officer captive then moved to Murray barracks and placed the 
Brigadier General Agwi, under house arrest.  

The source said the former defence attache to Indonesia, a Colonel Safa, has now declared 
himself commander.  

At this stage it's not clear if the incident is related to the conflict between Peter O'Neill and Sir 
Michael Somare over the country's prime ministership, or if it is the work of disgruntled soldiers.  

When the conflict erupted last month, Commander Agwi, recognsied Mr O'Neill as the country's 
legitimate prime minister. 

 

 

26.01.2012 
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Drunkard lady out of control 

by Aloysius Laukai 

  

A small white ute droven by a drunken woman driver and full of druken malecounterparts with 
cans in their hands missed the New dawn Fm main steel gates at 0730hrs this morning. 

The car was on full throtle when it failed to negotiate the raised road near New Dawn FM office on 
Buka island. 

The car then got stuck in the mud and stopped completly. 

Noone was hurt in what could have been a nasty road accident. 

Police were called in but the car had already left the scene of the incident. 

  

 

  

  

25.01.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 



 

 

 

Book Co queried   

By FABIAN HAKALITS  

 

THE Bougainville Education Division is frustrated over the delay of school materials - books - 
from the Web Books Company. 

Chief executive officer Bruno Babato said that the books were ordered in August 2010, at a total 
cost of K450,000, but they never arrived.  

The school materials were purchased for the two new high schools in the autonomous region- 
Haku Day High School and Koromira Technical High School. 

ñThe materials were purchased, for the students in the two grade nine classes of the two schools 
to be used last year. Since the books were not delivered, these schools borrowed books from 
other high and secondary school in Bougainville. Until today we still do not know the whereabouts 
of these materials,ò he said. 

Mr Babato said that the division tried numerous attempts to contact the company, but this has 
proved unsuccessful. 

ñSince 2010 when the materials were purchased, we have not received any positive response 
from the company. 

ñWe made four trips to Port Moresby, sent emails and did phone calls, to check the cause of the 
delay and ... we still were not properly informed. And today we are still waiting in vain,ò Mr Babato 
said.  

This year the two school will have their second intakes, but Mr Babato is concerned that the delay 
of the materials will affect both the new and pioner studentsô learning.  

The Bougainville Education Division has sought legal action against Web Books, filing an 
application with the lawyers of the National Department of Education (NDoE) to investigate the 
matter. 

Post-Courier also made attempts yesterday calling the Web Company on three different numbers, 
landline, Digicel and Be-Mobile provided, but all calls went unanswered. 
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Bougainville Hospital will still charge medical fees, says director  

By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

THE Buka General Hospital will continue to charge patients fees for medical care, acting director 
of medical services Dr Mathias Tovilu said. 

He said the announcement by the government last week that all medical services by hospitals 
nationwide would be free to the public was not being implemented at Buka Hospital. 

ñWe have followed up with the secretary for health in Port Moresby and what he has advised us is 
that all hospitals will function, will charge fees, as usual,ò he said. 

ñThere has been no direction given from the Health Department to provide free health services to 
the people.ò 

He said until then charges for hospital services would remain. 

ñOur position is that until we get clear directions from the department, we will not provide free 
services. 

ñOutpatient, X-ray and blood test charges of K2 will remain and all admissions in the 

adult wards will pay a hospital fee of K10,ò Tovilu said. 

He said from a personal point of view, free health services at this stage would not solve the many 
problems, including understaffing, drug shortage and poor facilities that hospitals throughout the 
country, including Buka, faced. 

Tovilu said if hospitals were to provide free health services, it would not be quality services 
because the hospitals would be regularly short on medicines and funds. 



 

 

ñThese days we buy medicines regularly from other sources because the supply of medicine 
through the normal government medical stores is not adequate and many times it does not arrive 
on time and they are always running out of stock. 

ñThe money we get from charging hospital fees, once it ceases, is going to cause us a lot of 
problems because it will dry out the source of funds that we use to buy medicines,ò he said. 

 

 

25.01.2012 
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Atoi gives car to cops  

 

BOUGAINVILLE police at Kunua district, North Bougainville, have received a 10-seater vehicle 
from North Bougainville MP Lauta Atoi. 

Atoi said the work of supporting local law and order agencies did not lie with any one person but 
with everyone. 

He said without law and order, ñdevelopment would not take place in the regionò. 

He urged all agencies and politicians to work together to attract investors to the region and to 
ensure that government services flowed efficiently to the people. 

ñWe can talk about all the other things but without law and order, all our talk will be a waste. 

ñYes, we cannot accommodate everything but we must try by working together. 

ñIt is all about the people, it is not about our self. Leadership is about making changes for our 
people,ò he said. 

The recently purchased police vehicle worth close to K200,000 adds to the three ambulances, 
two high school trucks and more than five sawmills given to the people of North Bougainville 
since Atoi took office last June. 

ñI am doing the best I can. With only six months to work in, I have made some progress. 

ñPeople should not judge me too quickly,ò Atoi said responding to those who criticised his 
leadership. 

  

  

25.01.2012 
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ESBC press release 20120125 

  

ESBC President Lauds Landowners!  
  

ñThis proposal sounds interestingò, said the President of the European Shareholders of 
Bougainville Copper (ESBC), Axel G. Sturm, on Wednesday in Andorra. ñI consider it as 
truly fair as it is not at a disadvantage of anybody. Herewith the Landowners have really 
done a great job. Hopefully they will finally install their umbrella body so that the 
negotiations will start soon! The ESBC welcome the Panguna landowners as future fellow 
shareholders in our company.ò 

 

Only the landownerôs claim to repeal the still existing BCA sounds a bit harsh, said Mr. 
Sturm: ñThe ESBC will not accept that the actual legal situation will be changed unless a 
new deal is signed. Our company is linked to Bougainville for more than four decades. 
Therefore we will not allow any intermediate nor legal non binding position. We also will 
not accept that Bougainville Copper (BCL) to be represented by only one representative in 
future negotiations while all other groups - National Government, ABG and landowners - 
have two representatives.ò 

  



 

 

Please find here the landownerôs proposal concerned as attached PDF file!  

  

  

24.01.2012 

Source: PNG Mine Watch 

 

Panguna landholders want Copper Agreement Act repealed 

By Poreni Umau 

 

LANDOWNERS of the Bougainville Copper Mine have called on the government for the 
Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA) Act 1969 to be repealed, reports the Post Courier. 

Panguna Landowners Association (PLA) stated that if Panguna Mine is to be re-opened, this has 
to be negotiated under a totally new agreement. 

The landowner executives have consulted with their lawyers and the legal opinion is that, the 
landowners cannot participate in the BCA review as they were never a party to that agreement. 
The same goes for the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG). 

The matter has been discussed in length by the six Panguna mine Lease Executives with the 
President and his Bougainville Executive Council Ministers over the past year. 

They said that if Bougainville Copper Limited (BCL) and the National Government want to talk 
about re-opening the Panguna mine with them, then the whole BCA Act must be repealed. 

However, both the government and BCL must first agree to re-open the mine, they said. 

They have called on the Bougainvillean MPs to bring to the attention of parliament through the 
Prime Minister and the Mining Minister that BCL and the National Government must first agree to 
repeal the BCA Act if they want ABG and the Panguna Landowners to come to a negotiation 
table to discuss the re-opening of the mine . 

  

  

24.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

Kunua Police 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Kunua Police today officially recieved their new police car from the ABG member for Tewa 
constituency and Minister for LLG and communications, JOE NOPE at the Kunua district office. 

The car was paid for by the member for North Bougainville,Lauta Atoi recently. 

PPC Chief inspector Cletus Tsien in his official remarks thanked the member for donating the 
vehicle to the district. 

And he called on the police officers to look after the vehicle in the cause of their duty. 

He said this was the first time for the police from Kunua to have a vehicle. 

  

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Panguna_Landowner_Dokumente/20120124_New_Deal.pdf
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Bougainville President talks of visit to former Philippines insurgents 

 

The President of Papua New Guinea's autonomous island of Bougainville, John Momis, has just 
returned from the Philippines where he has been looking at the re-integration of militants into the 
community after a conflict, and talking to investors. 

During his visit, President Momis spent time in the Philippines capital Manilla, in the port city of 
Cebu and on the island of Mindanao. 

 

Presenter: Jemima Garrett 

Speaker: John Momis, President of the Autonomous Bougainville Government 

  

 Listen here !  
  

GARRETT: Bougainville is set to hold a referendum on independence from Papua New Guinea 
sometime between 2015 and 2020. 

 

President Momis is determined that by that time, his civil-war shattered islands will have built a 
lasting peace and have enough economic self-reliance to be able to make a real choice. 

 

His latest hunt for investors and for new ideas to sustain the peace process has taken him to the 
Philippines. 

 

On Mindanao, he saw the results of a peace process that has been working to reduce the impact 
of a decades-old Muslim insurgency. 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2061233.asx


 

 

 

MOMIS: I met some of the former rebel leaders, who have became mayors and secretaries of the 
new government, and the general feeling is that you create rebels when you marginalise them. 
And the best way of re-integrating them is to bring them on-stream, involving them in decision-
making, giving them a voice, empowering them through participation in socio-economic 
development. 

 

GARRETT: And how do you plan to do that on Bougainville? 

 

MOMIS: We've invited some businessmen to come and go into joint venture with us; banana 
plantation, pineapple plantation, chicken projects, and even fishing. This will be the first time ever 
in Bougainville. In all these years we couldn't get anyone interested in doing these kinds of things, 
so we are very happy if people are happy to come and work with us. 

 

GARRETT: President Momis says a delegation of investors from the Philippines is due to arrive in 
Bougainville in 2 weeks time. 

 

MOMIS: First of all, we've got to get the agreement to come and assess for themselves but we 
are quite confident that with the kind of technology and capital that they have, we being the 
resource owners, I think we can strike up a good deal. 

 

GARRETT: Further steps with reconciliation and the peace process are also on President Momis' 
agenda. 

 

The top priority, he says, is to create an environment conducive to weapons disposal. 

 

MOMIS: You can't just tell them to hand in their guns unless they are gainfully employed in 
money-making activities, as well as in decision-making. And that is why our aim is to strengthen 
our COE's, Council of Elders, and set up places or centres where skills can be transferred and we 
can involve them in food growing rice and other vegetables, furniture-making. 

 

GARRETT: The biggest trouble spot on Bougainville is in the south where 200-300 people are 
estimated to have died in the last 5 years. What sort of priority are you be putting on that area? 

 

MOMIS: Just before Xmas we signed an amazingly successful cease-fire agreement with about 
ten thousand people. And we intend to involve them in social and economic development, 
involving them in these kinds of things, as well as in training them and perhaps even setting up 
some kind of vocational school. We've had Bougainville university students who spent their 
holidays going around talking to a lot of the people, explaining autonomy, explaining the timeline 
that we have, the need for reaching international standards, rule of law - all of these concepts that 
are talked about in the Bougainville peace agreement. These students spent their own free time 
to go and explain to the people and the feedback I am getting is that they've been very 
successful. 

 

GARRETT: Some time has passed since that breakthrough was signed. How different is the 
feeling down there? 

 

MOMIS: You now have former resistance fighters and BRAs (members of the Bougainville 
Revolutionary army) playing sports, attending meetings to discuss what they should do from now 
on, you know, in the terms of getting weapons disposal effectively carried out. So there is a lot of 
difference since the signing of the peace agreement. People are now moving around freely. It 'll 
take some time to actually get everybody to feel that way but at least leaders are committed to it 
and so far we have had good news from the area. 
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Arthur Somare, Peter Ipitas and David Dotaona named in Kulunga bribery case 

 

Alice Kimbu, of Purua lawyers, has filed a sworn affidavit [see below] in the National court that 
alleges Mr Peter Iptas, the Enga Governor, MP Arthur Somare and lawyer David Dotaona 
conspired to offer her a bribe of K200,000 to swap sides in the legal proceedings over the 
contested Police Commissioners position. 

 

Alice Kimbu is acting for Police Commission Tom Kulunga in legal proceedings brought by Fred 
Yakasa in which he claims he is the rightful police chief, having been appointed by Michael 
Somare after his Supreme Court case decision last month. 

 

Ms Kimbu says the bribe was offered to her on Sunday January 8 while she was in a vehicle with 
David Dotaona, the lawyer for Fred Yakasa, who has already been arrested on charges of trying 
to pervert the course if justice by organizing the bribe. 

 

Kimbu also alleges that after the bribe was offered by Ipitas she was taken to a breakfast meeting 
with MP Arhur Somare who was informed of Mr Ipitasô offer to her and told her that if she wanted 
anything else she was to talk to Mr Dotaona. 

  

 Read here lawyer Alice Kimbu's affidavit !  
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PLA want BCA repealed  

By PORENI UMAU 

  

LANDOWNERS of the Bougainville Copper Mine have called on the government for the 
Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA) Act 1969 to be repealed. 

Panguna Landowners Association (PLA) stated that if Panguna Mine is to be re-opened, this has 
to be negotiated under a totally new agreement  (find out below!). 

The landowner executives have consulted with their lawyers and the legal opinion is that, the 
landowners cannot participate in the BCA review as they were never a party to that agreement. 
The same goes for the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG). 

The matter has been discussed in length by the six Panguna mine Lease Executives with the 
President and his Bougainville Executive Council Ministers over the past year. 

They said that if Bougainville Copper Limited (BCL) and the National Government want to talk 
about re-opening the Panguna mine with them, then the whole BCA Act must be repealed.  

However, both the government and BCL must first agree to re-open the mine, they said.  

They have called on the Bougainvillean MPs to bring to the attention of parliament through the 
Prime Minister and the Mining Minister that BCL and the National Government must first agree to 
repeal the BCA Act if they want ABG and the Panguna Landowners to come to a negotiation 
table to discuss the re-opening of the mine. 

  

  Click here and read what the Panguna landowners claim for !   
  

  

24.01.2012 

Source: The National 

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Korruption/20120124_affidavit-Alice_Kimbu_ref_Yakasa_ASomare.pdf
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Panguna_Landowner_Dokumente/20120118_Panguna_Landowner_New_Deal.pdf


 

 

 

Bougainville works on quality checks  

By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

QUALITY checks on the electoral rolls in the Autonomous Bougainville Government will be 
completed this month, electoral commissioner Raitama Taravaru says. 

The exercise was behind schedule but Taravaru is confident it would be completed by the end of 
the month. 

Quality check for South Bougainville had been completed with the updated data sent to Port 
Moresby last week. 

The electoral office began updating the rolls for Central Bougainville last Saturday. It expects to 
dispatch the data to Port Moresby by Friday. 

The PNG Electoral Commissioner had set the end of the month as the deadline for all quality 
check exercises to be completed. 

This is to allow time for the objection period,ò Taravaru said. 

 

 

24.01.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Somare accused of recklessly spending K76.6 billion  

 

SIR Michael Somareôs regime has been accused of spending K76.6 billion in the past six years 
without the country seeing any tangible changes. 

Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah, while launching his PNG Partyôs first provincial electoral 
office at 14-Mile outside Lae last Saturday, said a few ñselfish and corrupt ministersò in the 
Somare regime had benefited from the money. 

He claimed they were the same people fighting to have Sir Michael back as prime minister so 
they could have access to state funds to benefit themselves and their families. 

He called on voters to be careful who they gave their ticks to in the general election. 

The Vanimo-Green MP said the government wanted to make sure that the people got what was 
owed to them. 

He mentioned the free education policy and free medical services for the people. 

He revealed initiatives by the government to push for 100% ownership of resources by 
landowners with the government receiving taxes and fees benefits. 

A new ministry - ministry of religious affairs - would be created by the government with one tenth 
of the countryôs budget to be used to further the work of recognised Christian churches in the 
country. 

ñThe prime minister and I have a good working relationship and believe in the cause to change 
the nation,ò Namah said. 

The government was also committed to making sure work on the Lae port begins next week, he 
said. 
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BUKA ROAD UPGRADE 

 

Buka town street roads are currently being upgraded. 

These streets have been neglected for so many years however drainage system for these roads 
must also be included in these upgrades for the roads to last. 

  



 

 

 
Pictured are workmen upgrading the stretch of road between BMF and Mark Murava building on the back street. 

  

  

24.01.2012 

Source: PNG Attitude 

 

A day in the life of an expat in Bougainville 

BY ALICE BANFIELD * 

 

I can hear the sound of sweeping; I can always hear it at this time of morning. The women do it 
every day, sweeping clean the sandy ground that surrounds our houses in the village. I can feel a 
dampness on my pillow. It rained heavily during the night, and thereôs a small gap in the sago-
palm roofing, just above my head. 

Rising, I step outside and walk across our yard to the well, to haul water for my shower. Then I 
hear someone calling out to me. ñWara i stap, Alice!ò Itôs Sandy, my host mum, letting me know 
that today she has beat me to it. 

Sandy is from a village about an hour north, and married to a man from the clan here. The two of 
them became good friends with my mom when she worked here with the recently-formed 
government of the Autonomous Region of Bougainvilleïa region which was part of Papua New 
Guinea, and gained its autonomous status after a civil war which lasted around a decade and 
ended in 2001. 

Through connections I made when I once went to visit my mom, Iôve ended up back here, working 
as an intern with a development agency in the regional capital, and living in the village with 
Sandy, her husband, and their teenage son. Sandy tells me they consider me their daughter. I 
believe her: Iôm twenty-three years old and they wonôt let me go out past nine on a Friday night. 

The water in the buckets which Sandy has filled is brackish, since the well is only a short distance 
from the sea, so I take a small bottle to our rainwater tank and fill that too, for rinsing my hair. 
Only a little thoughïour tank once ran dry after a long period without rain, leaving us with no 
source of drinkable water except the jerry cans which Sandy had filled in advance. 



 

 

I shower on a raised platform outside, gazing at the sky overhead, my privacy ensured by three 
walls of tarpaulin and a shower curtain. 

After a quick breakfast of fresh fruits and coffee, I take my umbrella and leave the house. It 
doesnôt often rain at this time of morning, but the sun is now intense and I need the umbrella for 
shade. 

I bump into Margaret, a middle-aged woman who lives on the other side of the hibiscus hedge 
from us. I think sheôs the cousin of Sandyôs husband, Frank, but Iôm not sureïrelationships are 
complex here, and I donôt know exactly how they all fit together. 

Margaretôs also on her way to work, so together we turn onto the main road, a short strip of tar-
seal which leads into town in one direction, and abruptly turns into a pot-holed dirt highway in the 
other. As we walk, we stori ð one of my favourite Pidgin words (both to say and to do), and 
which more or less means ñchat.ò 

The roadôs busy at this time of morning, with ute-loads of workers heading into town from the 
outlying villages, uniformed school children waiting for the next bus, and women walking back 
from their daily swim in the sea, the wet sarongs in which they have washed still clinging to them. 

Other women are heading to the gardens behind the palm trees on the side of the road furthest 
from the beach, carrying a machete and sometimes a small child, ready for the dayôs work. We 
greet every passer-by, the response always accompanied by a smile stained red from chewing 
betelnut, and the path spattered blood-red with spittle. 

Twenty minutes later, I reach my office, grateful that the air-conditioning is working today. The 
focus of my internship here is human rights, a challenging sector in a post-conflict region. 
Violence against women and children, for example, is perpetrated at alarmingly high rates. 

Papua New Guinea is party to international human rights treaties designed to protect people from 
such violations, and my job here is ostensibly about making those treaties a reality at the 
grassroots, by providing support to those who are already working to defend human rights. This 
means working with everyone from government, to civil society organizations, to activist-nuns. 

But I realise there is a limit to what I can achieve during a 10-week internship off the back of 
university, and my role here first and foremost is to learn as much as possible. 

After a few hours standard office admin ï email and the like ï my boss suggests I accompany 
him to a youth workshop, and asks me to run a session on human rights. Itôs not something Iôm 
prepared for, but Iôm getting used to the ñexpect the unexpectedò approach to dealing with life 
here. 

We jump in a óbanana boat,ô a small, open boat with a 25-horsepower engine, and head to the 
other of the two main islands which comprise Bougainville. The passage between these two is 
fast-flowing and narrow, but since the weatherôs fine today, our journey is smooth and takes only 
five minutes. 

There, we are greeted by a large group of youth waiting inside an open-air hall. They come from 
a rural constituency and range in age from 18 to over 30. ñYouthò is a broad term here, and refers 
to anyone who is no longer in school but is not yet married. 

Someone takes a coconut husk and wipes the whiteboard clean, and I begin the session with a 
brainstorming exercise on the human rights issues faced by the local communities. 

The participants come up with a long list of issues: violence against women and children, rape, 
forced marriage, child marriage, discrimination on the grounds of gender or HIV status, and on it 
goes. They next form into small groups, pick one issue, and together discuss what practical steps 
they could take to address this issue within their communities. 

When the groups report back, the spokesperson for the first group is a young man with 
dreadlocks, a green t-shirt, and gums stained red by years of betelnut-chewing. He talks about 
the issue of discrimination against people living with HIV/AIDs. 

Half-way through, he introduces a second spokesperson, a young woman he explains was 
chosen ñto show gender equity, you know.ò Their group has come up with five practical activities 
to address the discrimination, ranging from running awareness events on HIV/AIDs, to supporting 
those who are directly affected by it. 

When the workshop finishes, I boat back to the office and snack on ice-cream whilst typing up a 
report from some recent stakeholder consultations. Normally I have a more substantial lunch like 
saksak, a pudding-like dish made from sago palm cooked in coconut milk, wrapped inside 
banana leaves. But theyôve stopped selling the usual cooked food at the markets as part of the 
safety precautions in place to stem the recent cholera outbreak. 



 

 

We live next to Tatok, a popular local band who make music by beating bamboo drums with the 
soles of old flip-flops. 

Following a last-minute NGO meeting in the afternoon, I leave town in time to make it back to the 
village just before dinner. Dinner, like the dark, always comes early. Sandy has cooked tonight, 
over the open fire outside. Like most nights, itôs rice topped with instant noodles and a few 
vegetables, with a sweet potato (or savory banana) on the side, and a spinach-like green called 
ibika. Occasionally we have fish, if a friendôs had a good day out fishing. 

Most of life is lived outside, and eating is no exception. Sitting under the overhang of our house, a 
fluorescent light is buzzing above us, forming a counterpoint to the rhythmic, popping beat 
coming from next door, behind Margaretôs house. 

Itôs Tatok, a popular local band who make music by beating bamboo drums with the soles of old 
flip-flops. Itôs surprisingly harmonious, and I count us lucky to be neighbors, especially when itôs 
time for band practice. 

Thereôs a smell of coconut in the air from the copra, or dried coconut kernel, which Sandy has 
been making to sell. Itôs hard to see much beyond the flecks of orange from the charcoal fire, and 
the darkness is heavyïa new moon and cloudy skies. I think itôs going to rain. 

With the falling of the dark has come a coolness, so we sit out there and we stori a while. 
Sometimes Sandyôs husband Francis will tell me stories from the war, about the various places 
he sought refuge. 

But tonight the conversation is more lighthearted, as Sandy tells us of her previous life, long ago, 
when she was a flight attendant for an international airline. She regales us with the tale of the 
time she and her fellow stewardesses went clubbing in Singapore. ñBut we were silly back then,ò 
she says, as though she needs to justify her youth. 

 

* Living in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, Papua New Guinea, Alice Banfield 
spent her time stori-ing with her adopted family, running post-conflict human rights 
workshops, and trying not to get rained on throughout the night 

  

 



 

 

MOST DAYS I WAKE around six, and today is no different. Itôs already light, but the sun is still low enough 
behind the coconut trees outside my room that I donôt have to face its full intensity for a little while yet. Later, 
itôll start streaming in through the gaps in the bamboo weave which make up my walls.  
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Momis urged people to work for change 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

PRESIDENT of the Autonomous Bougainville Government Chief John Momis has urged 
Bougainvilleans to work for change. 

President Momis made this statement last Friday in Buka, after returning from Philippines, where 
he underwent medical treatment. 

ñAs Bougainvilleans, we should work together for change, by contributing meaningfully to the 
developments of Bougainville.ò he said. 

He said independence for Bougainville is a ñjoint effortò mechanism, which every stakeholder has 
roles to play for the betterment of Bougainville. 

ñFull autonomy for Bougainville lies on our hands. We have to work and stand together, and strive 
for our future.ò he said.  

One social issue Momis highlighted, is the attitude problem. He said Bougainville will persevere, 
only if people have a listening heart. 

ñOur attitude needs to change. We should have a heart for everything we do. By developing such 
good attitudes, we should accomplish our dreams and not be spoon-fed all the time, but be being 
self reliant.ò he said. 

Momis also said the ABG government will work to implement education as a national priority. He 
said education is the vehicle of change that will drive developments in the autonomous region. 

ñBougainville needs an educated society. By educating the people, they will have a deeper 
understanding of confronting issues.ò Momis said. 

Meantime Chief Momis said networking is vital which strengthens bilateral relationships. 

ñBuilding relationships with other countries is essential. Bougainville as an autonomous region will 
continue to strengthen its bilateral relationship with other countriesò he said. 

Momis added Bougainville has a bright future destined for independence.  
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Elections set for June - Trawen 

By GORETHY KENNETH 

 

PAPUA New Guineaôs 2012 June Elections is ready to go, Electoral Commissioner Andrew 
Trawen announced in Port Moresby yesterday. 

And the Electoral Roll (formerly the Common Roll) will be ready in time for polling come June 23, 
2012. 

Further, a total of two million eligible voters have been registered on the roll out of approximately 
4.3 million eligible voters for the 2012 elections. 

Mr Trawen also defended the appointments of election managers and electoral officials 
throughout the country stressing that they have been done on merit and not by ñchoice and 
nepotismò as alleged by some Members of Parliament last Friday during Parliament Sitting. 

Mr Trawen was responding to a series of questions raised in Parliament last Friday by Deputy 
Prime Minister Belden Namah, Western Province Governor Dr Bob Danaya and several other 
MPs during Grievance debate and Question Time. 



 

 

Mr Namah accused Mr Trawen of allegedly appointing his cronies in his electorate while Dr 
Danaya (backed by Namah) also accused him and the District Election officers of deliberately 
deleting his name from the Electoral Roll in his Western Province. 

They both said that Mr Trawen has failed the Electoral Roll miserably and that action should be 
taken on him if he did not perform his duties on time to allow for the elections to proceed on time. 

But Mr Trawen yesterday assured the people of Papua New Guinea that he was ready to roll the 
elections and that the Electoral Roll for the 2012 elections will be ready on time for polling which 
begins on June 23.  

He blamed Treasury for not releasing the funds on time to carry out the electoral roll update on 
time in 2011. 

ñThe Electoral Roll update work has not failed and I want to assure the people of Papua New 
Guinea that the Electoral Roll for the 2012 elections will be ready on time for polling which begins 
on June 23,ò Mr Trawen said. 

ñWe expect to deliver the 2012 preliminary electoral roll in early February for public display and 
objection nationwide before it is finalized for the June polls,ò he said. 

ñHad funding for electoral roll update work in 2011 been released by the Treasury in a timely 
manner or even front-loaded instead of on a piecemeal basis all fieldwork in the provinces should 
have been completed and all elector data should have been completed by now.ò 

He said the electoral roll update work was progressing well on a 24-hour basis with recruitment of 
additional data processing officers, roll auditors and checkers plus the purchase of additional 30 
computers to speed up the work. 

He said so far rolls for six provinces have been completed and they include Central, Northern, 
Milne Bay, Gulf, National Capital District and West New Britain.  

Data entry for six more provinces will be completed this week to bring the number of provinces to 
12 and they include East New Britain, New Ireland, Manus, West Sepik and Morobe. 

ñGenerally, Southern, New Guinea Islands and Momase are set to have their preliminary rolls 
ready before the end of this month (January) except for Bougainville and Western Province while 
the Family Order listing concept is taking a long time for fieldwork to be completed in the 
Highlands. 

Eastern Highlands, Chimbu, Hela and Southern Highlands provinces have parts of their 
preliminary ward rolls printed and ready for objection while field work is still in progress for 
Jiwaka, Western highlands and Enga with data yet to be dispatched to Port Moresby for 
processing. 
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MPs urged not to use Sir Michael as puppet  

 

POLITICIANS in the Somare camp should stop using Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare as a 
puppet to smear the commendable reputation he built during the past 40 years, a former National 
Alliance Party life member says. 

Rasis Gorondowe, from Daulo district, Eastern Highlands, said in Goroka last Friday: ñIt is time 
Sir Michael is left alone to recover from his heart operation. 

ñMPs in his camp must stop using him as a puppet to pursue personal interests,ò Gondorowe 
said. 

He said it appeared Madang MP Sir Arnold Amet, suspended Angoram MP Arthur Somare, 
Pomio MP Paul Tiensten and Southern Highlands Governor Anderson Agiru were using Sir 
Michael as a tool to pursue their own interests. 

ñSir Michael has achieved a lot for Papua New Guinea. 

ñBut it is now time for young vibrant leaders of the likes of Peter OôNeill to take charge of the 
country. 

ñThey must now leave him alone and provide a minority opposition for the remaining four months 
before the general election,ò Gorondowe said. 



 

 

 

 

23.01.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Churches want OôNeill and Sir Michael to talk  

 

THE Papua New Guinea Council of Churches has written to Prime Minister Peter OôNeill and Sir 
Michael Somare expressing the peopleôs disappointment over the political impasse. 

In a letter dated Jan 19 and signed by Catholic Archbishop of Port Moresby John Ribat and 
Anglican Bishop of Port Moresby Peter Ramsden, they said they were willing to arrange a peace 
meeting between the two leaders. 

ñWe are unhappy about the situation we are in. 

ñThe issue of prime minister and police commissioner are not resolved yet. The people of PNG 
watched helplessly, the MPs quarrelling in the floor of the parliament on Jan 18,ò they said in the 
letter. 

ñWe, the members of the PNG Council of Churches, under the chairmanship of moderator 
Samson Lowa, are ready to facilitate a forum for a dialogue of both the leaders to resolve the 
issues amicably. 

ñWe are ready to arrange the place and the facilitators for this dialogue if both of you agree.ò 
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BDA gives beds  

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

THE Border Development Authority (BDA) through its social services program, has once again 
donated 13 hospital beds to Bougainvilleôs rural and remote health centres. 

The beds were officially handed over to the Bougainville Health Chief Executive Officer Anthony 
Pumpara, on Wednesday, by BDA regional co-ordinator, John Rea. 

Some of these beds will be distributed to some of the most remote areas of Bougainville 
especially the atolls islands of Mortlock, Tasman, Fead, and Caterets. 

ñOn behalf of the Heath Department, I would like to thank BDA for their kind assistance. They 
have helped us in a lot of ways and are also funding the maintenance of our other health 
centres.ò said Dr Pumpara. 

These beds for the remote atoll health centres have already been loaded onto the BDA vessel 
MV Bougainville Atolls, and by this weekend they will arrive in Caterets Fead and Nissan islands 
in the oceanic outskirts of the region. 

BDA co-ordinator on Bougainville John Rea said, BDA is funding a lot of small scale projects like, 
the maintenance of school classrooms, distribution of 34 water tanks t and also portable saw 
mills. 

The BDA vessel itself has now got a fixed schedule between Buka and Rabaul and the atolls of 
Bougainville bringing a much needed service to the people. 
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The Commodity Investor: China, Industrial Metals and the 2012 Base Metals Outlook 
By Amine Bouchentouf  
  
Columnist Amine Bouchentouf is a partner at Parador Capital LLC [2], an institutional advisory 



 

 

firm focused on commodities and emerging markets. He is the author of the bestselling 
Commodities For Dummies, published by Wiley. Amine is also the founder of Commodities 
Investors LLC [3], an advisory firm dedicated to providing insightful information on all things 
commodities.  
While many casual market observers seem to know of China's growing importance in the 
commodities markets, very few people have a solid understanding of what that actually means. 
Over the last five years, China's growing importance in the global economy and commodities has 
been staggering and cannot be overstated. 
China now accounts for over 40 percent of global copper [4] consumption; 50 percent of global 
iron [5] ore consumption; and 48 percent of global coal [6] consumption. Even more important is 
that China's consumption of key commodities is increasing year-over-year, both in relative and 
absolute terms. 
China surpassed Japan to become the second-largest consumer of oil [7] globally, right behind 
the United States. In fact, China has catapulted past economic powerhouses such as Germany, 
Japan and the UK to become the second largest economy in the worldðand growing at a 
staggering 8-10 percent per annum. Therefore, one of the biggest market drivers influencing 
commodities in 2012ðand particularly base metal commoditiesðwill be the strength or 
weakness of Chinese economic growth. 
  
Can we expect a Chinese hard landing? 

  

Over the last couple of years, many market observers predicted a ñhard landingò in the Chinese 
economy. Investors such as hedge fund manager Jim Chanos went so far as calling China ñthe 
big short.ò However, China's economy grew 9.6 percent in 2008, 9.2 percent in 2009 and 10.3 
percent in 2010; even in 2011 it grew by a staggering 9.1 percent, proving many economists and 
investors wrong. 
This growth is helping put a floor on commodities such as crude oil and iron ore. While we have 
seen prices for key industrial metals such as copper and aluminum decline in 2011, that decline 
would have been much steeper were it not for Chinese demand helping keep prices from 
succumbing to a total free fall. 
At the same time, China is an export-driven economy and so is vulnerable to a global economic 
slowdown. Specifically, it is not immune to a European sovereign debt crisis which could have 
reverberations worldwide. Already we saw prices drop precipitously for base metals in 2011. 
Copper dropped 23 percent for the year, aluminum declined by 19 percent while other industrial 
metals such as lead [8], nickel [9] and zinc [10] were each down anywhere between 20 percent 
and 25 percent. Many of these price declines can be attributed directly to the fear of contagion 
from a European economic meltdown. 
If Europe does implode, that will have a significant effect on China since the Eurozone is one of 
China's biggest export markets. In such a scenario, China's economy will cool down and that will 
decrease its appetite for commodities. On the flip side, if the European sovereign debt situation is 
contained you can expect China to remain strong which will be bullish for commodities in general 
and industrial metals in particular. Therefore, in the current macroeconomic environment China's 
economic strength will depend to a large extent on the health of the global economy. 
Industrial metals are the best indicators for global economic health due to their ability to measure 
global industrial consumption and production trends. Given 2011, what strategies should 
investors be considering in 2012? 
  
What's an investor to do? 
  
The most prudent strategy at the moment is a monitoring strategy: closely monitor the economic 
data coming out of China, but also other key countries such as the United States and Europe. 
Equities still provide the most convenient exposure to industrial commodities, especially 
companies with exposure to both emerging market growth as well as OECD demand. 
One company I recommend monitoring closely is VALE [11] (NYSE:VALE [12]), the Brazilian 
mining giant which is the world's leading producer of iron ore, the key material for steel. VALE 
exports a large amount of iron to China, and is thus a good indicator of Chinese industrial activity. 
The company's shares were down 35 percent in 2011, in line with the global demand slowdown 
for base metals. If there is a rebound in Chinese demand, expect VALE to be one of the main 
beneficiaries; this is a company I'll be watching carefully, especially if Chinese economic data 
shows signs of strength. 
In Latin America, Brazil is by far the leading supplier and producer of iron ore; however, another 



 

 

up-and-comer in the Latin American iron industry is Peru. Peru has a rich mining tradition and is a 
leading global producer of copper and lead. Recently, the country is also diversifying into iron ore 
production. This is a play I like because of Peru's developed mining infrastructure which includes 
railways and advanced port infrastructure ready for export; what's more, Peru's geographic 
location gives it a natural edge over other Latin American competitors since it lies in the Pacific 
Ocean and faces directly the largest iron ore market: China. 

 
One company that can offer you Peruvian iron exposure is Cuervo Resources [13] 
(CNSX:FE,FWB:CRR [14]). Cuervo has been operating in Peru for several years and has active 
prospecting and drilling activity on over 25,000 hectares in the country. The company has a 
resource estimate indicating 56 million tonnes of iron that's measured and indicated. While still 
not in production, investors looking to get exposure to Peru should take a look at this stock. 
In the copper space, I recommend keeping a close eye on Freeport-McMoRan [15] (NYSE:FCX 
[16]). Freeport is the world's largest copper producer, and owns the largest copper mine in the 
world: Indonesia's Grasberg mine in the Papua province. It does a lot of business with China and 
other key countries, so it's a good company to track for a potential rebound in copper prices. 
  
Another company in the copper space that I'm watching is CuOro Resources [17] (TSXV:CUA 
[18]), which gives you exposure to up-and-coming copper mines in Colombia. It's well known that 
Chile is an important and mature player in Latin American copper markets, but Colombia is 
becoming an increasingly important producer in the region. This is a company that can give you 
that kind of exposure. 
  
The bottom line is that 2012 will provide very interesting opportunities for the discerning investor. 
Monitor the data very carefully, and keep an eye out for momentum trades with a focus on key 
base metals such as iron ore and copper. 
  
Securities Disclosure: Amine Bouchentouf, hold no direct interest in the companies mentioned in 
this article.  
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SPF gives K10 million for Bougainville women 
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WOMEN of the Autonomous Region of Bougainville have received a New Yearôs blessing of 
$US2,518 230 million (5,736,287) in grants from the State and Peace Building Fund (SPF). 

The World Bank has funded the Inclusive Developers in Post Conflict Bougainville (IDIB) project 
that focuses in developing the capacity of womenôs organisation. 

According to project co-ordinator David Haputo, the project aims in providing an environment for 
women to actively participate in community development activities and decision making. 

He said this will enable women in the 13 district of the autonomous region, to contribute to the 
building of post conflict, social capital at community levels. 

Funds worth K20,000 he said, have been equally distributed to each district, which they are 
entitled to apply twice. ñCivil Society Organisations (CSOs) are the key project partners that will 
facilitate and implement the three year IDIB program.ò he said. 

He said the program comprises of three components which looks at strengthening and supporting 
womenôs priorities in development activities.  

Projects to be implemented include , building capacity for inclusive community developments; 

n Small grants for inclusive community development and  

n Project management, knowledge sharing and networking.  

Haputo said the weakened capacity of women as agents of change with their communities and 
the low capacity of government departments working at the local level are widely viewed as 
significant challenges to development efforts. Meanwhile the Capacity Needs Assessment is 
being conducted in Tinputz and Arawa.  

Haputo said the assessment will help to create recommendations for further training to proceed. 
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Telikomôs wireless phones sell like hot cakes in Buka 

 

Going for the cheap call rates é customers lined up the Kieta wharf in the Autonomous Region of 
Bougainville to purchase Telikomôs fixed wireless telephones. Telikomôs sales team recently 
conducted outdoor sales in Buka and Awara following the completion of two towers that are 
radiating the wireless voice and internet coverage with the Bougainvilleans welcoming Telikomôs 
low rates of 2 toea per minute for calls, 1 toea sms and 29 toea per Mb for internet connectivity. 
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óPiano peace games a successô 

By WINTERFORD TOREAS 

 

THE Piano Peace and Reconciliation Games held at the Piano Parish station in the Makis 
constituency in Buin, South Bougainville, recently were hailed as a success. 

The two-week tournament which was held from January 2-10 was funded by the Minister for 
Bougainville Affairs and South Bougainville MP Steven Pirika Kamma. 

Kamma had chipped in with a timely K10,000 sponsorship, resulting in the successful staging of 
the games. 

Akoa soccer team was crowned the champions after defeating Caltex, in the menôs soccer finals 
while Topi Rocks defeated Black United to claim the third spot.  

In the womenôs finals, Tigers claimed the major title defeating Brothers, while Caltex proved too 
strong for Akoa taking out the third place. 

In the menôs volleyball, Lombas claimed the first placing after defeating K-Crew, while Rescuers 
and Akoa settled for third and fourth placings respectively. 



 

 

Yama were crowned the champions after crushing Muka 2 in the womens division, while Caltex 
claimed the third position after coming out victors against Maluatu 2. 

In the Konga area of Siwai, Rataiku 1 menôs soccer team were crowned the champions of the 
inaugural Jomik Cup after defeating Konga 1 on Monday. 

The tournament which was held in Konga, Siwai district of South Bougainville, saw the boys from 
the mountains in the Ramu constituency area proving too strong for their Kopii constituency 
opponents defeating them 2-1 to claim the Jomik Cup and K3000 in cash prize. 

Though both teams were evenly matched throughout the game, it was the Rataiku boys who had 
the last laugh, leaving Konga 1 going home with the runners-up title and a cash prize of K2000.  

In the third and fourth playoffs, Ruhwaku 2 proved their critics wrong by defeating Wantoks 2-1. 

Ruhwaku 2 also pocketed K1500, while Wantoks netted K800. 

The weeklong tournament which had attracted a total of fourteen teams was sponsored by one of 
Bougainvilleôs leading business company, Jomik Limited. 

The next tournament is expected to be held in 2015 
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Bougainville gear up for PNG Games 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

THE Autonomous Bougainville Sports Foundation (ABSF) has assured that team Bougainville is 
ready to participate in this yearôs PNG Games to be held in East New Britain. 

ABSF secretary Robert Semoso said that plans and preparations are underway, which aims to 
build the athletes of team Bougainville. 

ñWe have finalised selections however within the remaining months before the games, we will run 
tournaments in each district. This is to make sure, a competent team is send to defend the title 
team Bougainville has won,ò he said.  

He said Bougainville is expected to send a contingent of 4000 athletes and technical officials. 
Athletes will compete in 17 codes. 

Semoso further said to make it work, ABSF will focus in developing individual codes, emphasising 
on training level. 

ñIn the last PNG Games held at Port Moresby in 2009, team Bougainville finished fifth on the 
ladder with very high performance. This year we would like to move further up,ò he said. 

ñAffiliation fee of K500 was approved and has to be paid by each code before April this year.ò 

He added ABSF will not tolerate any late payments. 

In the meantime, Semoso said ABSF has budgeted K800,000 for the PNG Games.  

The Autonomous Bougainville Government has allocated K500,000 while there is still a shortfall 
of K300,000. 

Semoso called on all business houses to support team Bougainville. 
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Sir Michael demands PM seat 

 

GRAND Chief Sir Michael Somare yesterday pulled a stunner when he made an unexpected 
entry onto the floor of Parliament and presented a petition demanding vacation of the Prime 
Ministerôs seat. 

Sir Michael, backed by the referrer of the Supreme Court Reference, Governor of East Sepik, 
Peter Wararu and a member of his constituency, Tony Aimo walked into the Chamber of 



 

 

Parliament while NCD Governor Powes Parkop was asking a question to the Agriculture minister 
Sir Puka Temu on the issue of the Indonesian rice monopoly in PNG.  

Bulolo MP Sam Basil was the first MP to raise a point of order when Sir Michael walked in tailed 
by Kairuku Hiri MP Paru Aihi, Nipa Kutubu MP Philemon Embel, Pomio MP Paul Tiensten, 
Nawaeb MP Timothy Bonga and Middle Ramu Ben Semri. ñMr Speaker, thereôs a point of order 
here, I think we have a stranger in the floor of Parliament here,ò Mr Basil said.  

ñTake him out, there is a process to follow here and é.,ò his voice buried amongst the screams 
from his fellow MPs yelling at Sir Michael to get out with his team. 

Confusion reigned with everybody screaming from all corners of the Chambers for Sir Michael 
and his team to get out of the Parliament Chambers, some even alluding to some of the team 
members as ñconmenò. 

Deputy Speaker Francis Marus made several orders for silence but his voice was buried among 
the shouting politicians in the chamber.  

He repeatedly announced the dismissal of Sir Michael as an MP but voices from the back 
benchers and MPs present took precedence. ñI will stand by Speaker Nape, therefore I will ask 
the Grand Chief Sir Michael to leave the chambers,ò he said eventually suspending the 
Parliament to 10 am today. 

Sir Michael and his team stressed yesterday that they will continue to be in the chambers to 
petition the Speaker until the Supreme Court decision of December 12 is enforced. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill had a show of strength before responding to the saga by holding a 
press conference at the State function room.  

He told the nation that Sir Michael, being the oldest MP in the history of politics in PNG ñbreached 
the code of ethicsò as a leader and his actions were ñacts of desperationò. 

ñThis is a shameful act! He is no longer a member of Parliamentéand Arthur Somare, cannot 
enter Parliament because heôs on suspension,ò Mr OôNeill said.  

The Grand Chief on Tuesday visited the Speaker of Parliament Jeffery Nape to urge him to 
comply with the Supreme Court Order of December 12, 2011. 

Sir Michael called on Mr Nape to allocate seats in parliament so his members could take their 
rightful seats in compliance with Order number 3, 4 and 6 of the Supreme Court Order. 

But late yesterday afternoon Prime Ministerôs Media Unit sent out a statement to advise that a 
major announcement will be made on the floor of Parliament this morning. 

ñThis is to inform all respective newsrooms that a major announcement regarding parliament and 
constitutional processes will be made on the floor of parliament from the office of the Speaker 
tomorrow morning,ò the notice said. 
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Somareôs visit disrupts house  

By ISAAC NICHOLAS 

 

THE row over who the legitimate government is came to a head in parliament yesterday after Sir 
Michael Somare made an unannounced appearance. 

It triggered off a heated exchange of words with MPs loyal to Peter OôNeill as Sir Michael walked 
up to the speakerôs chair to deliver a copy of the Supreme Court order of Dec 12. 

The court order had restored Sir Michael as prime minister. 

The confrontation forced Deputy Speaker Francis Marus to suspend the sitting after he ordered 
Sir Michael to leave the parliamentary chamber. 

The heated exchanges included one in which Kerowagi MP Guma Wau called Nawaeb MP 
Timothy Bonga a criminal. Wau pointed a finger at Bonga and challenged him to a fight. But he 
was stopped by other MPs. 

 



 

 

Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah shouted across the floor to remove the ñstrangerò (Sir 
Michael) who he claimed was no longer an MP. 

The session started with the morning prayer and Question Time. 

NCD Governor Powes Parkop was directing questions at Agriculture Minister Sir Puka Temu on 
the Trukai rice advertisement on another rice firm that wanted to take over a monopoly over rice 
production and supply. 

It was then that Sir Michael and his group came into the chamber, stood at the back until Parkop 
completed his questions. 

Sir Michaelôs group of about 20 MPs then walked to the speakerôs chair where Sir Michael 
presented the court order. 

Bulolo MP Sam Basil raised a point of order that there was a ñstrangerò on the floor. Sir Michael 
replied: ñWho is the stranger?ò 

Sir Michael later told the media that the move was to petition the speaker to enforce the Supreme 
Court ruling in allocating his government members their rightful seats in parliament. 

He said he was not a ñstrangerò after winning nine general elections and serving 44 uninterrupted 
years as the member for East Sepik. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Sir Michael visited the Speaker of Parliament, Jeffery Nape, to urge him 
to comply with the Supreme Court order of Dec 12, 2011. 

He said his group was making a point that they were MPs who should be allocated their rightful 
places in the house. 

Sir Michael was accompanied by the referrer of the Supreme Court reference, East Sepik 
Governor Peter Wararu and a member of his constituency, Tony Aimo, into the parliamentary 
chamber. 

He said his members merely followed parliamentary procedures by petitioning the acting speaker 
with the court order so that parliament could comply with. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill described the action of Sir Michael and his followers as ñdisgraceful 
and disrespectfulò. 

ñThere are a handful of MPs who stubbornly use the old man in that manner for their own political 
gain,ò OôNeill said. 

ñYou cannot serve court orders in parliament and it is disgraceful because parliament is a 
separate arm of government.ò 
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OôNeill warns Somare of arrest  

By ISAAC NICHOLAS 

 

PRIME Minister Peter OôNeill has warned that leaders who bring shame to parliament will face 
contempt of parliament charges. 

ñIf (Sir Michael Somare) continues to disrupt parliament, he will be arrested. 

ñSir Michael is not above the law,ò OôNeill said yesterday following a surprise visit to the chamber 
by Sir Michael and a group of MPs. 

OôNeill indicated that Speaker Jeffery Nape would tighten up security in parliament to ensure 
such a ñdisgraceful and shameful act is not repeated againò. 

He made the comment after the Somare group promised to interrupt parliament for the rest of this 
month until they were allocated their ñrightfulò seats by Nape. 

ñI call on (Sir Michael Somare) to stop this act of desperation. He must respect the fact that he led 
the government with a majority and a lot of members have left because they no longer have faith 
in him,ò OôNeill said. 

He said parliamentôs business was disrupted by ñthis shameful act and the Grand Chief must 
realise that he is no longer a member of parliamentò. 

He said suspended MP Arthur Somare was in the chamber too which was illegal. 



 

 

ñThis kind of behaviour goes to show that they think they own this parliament,ò OôNeill said. 

ñThe general election is three months away and I ask them to go back to the people to seek their 
mandate.ò 

OôNeill said many MPs on the Somare side did not condone the antics in parliament yesterday. 

ñThey are trying to sabotage parliament. 

ñThey will be dealt with through the parliamentary process. I urge them to think before involving in 
such acts.ò 

OôNeill urged the two factions to work together, including getting one of Somareôs MPs to move a 
motion to rescind the motion to disqualify the Grand Chief for him to return to parliament. 

He said the Supreme Court decision of Dec 12 had been superseded by events in parliament 
and, if the Grand Chief wanted to challenge that, ñhe can go back to courtò. 

ñThe acts played out on the floor of parliament are to get attention at any cost, even to the 
country. 

ñI am sure the speaker will make necessary security arrangements.ò 
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Somare ordered out of parliament 

  

VIDEO from Australia Network News  
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Somare ejected from parliament 

Liam Fox, Papua New Guinea 

  

One of the men claiming to be Papua New Guinea's prime minister has been ejected from 
parliament amid chaotic scenes. 

Sir Michael Somare and several of his supporters appeared in the chamber and called on the 
deputy speaker to give him a seat.  

He was brandishing last month's order by the Supreme Court for his reinstatement both as the 
prime minister and as a member of parliament.  

Somare lost his position in parliament after missing too many sessions while receiving medical 
treatment overseas. 

He later went to the Supreme Court to challenge that decision. 

But the deputy speaker said he stood by parliament's decision to eject Sir Michael and told him to 
leave the chamber.  

Supporters of Sir Michael's opponent Peter O'Neill shouted "stranger" and "get out" before 
parliament was adjourned.  

Despite the court order Mr O'Neill remains the effective Prime Minister with the support of the 
police, defence force, public service and most MPs. 
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New Deal ! 

 

Referring to acting ABG president Patrick Nisira's statement in the Post-Courier on 
January 17th, 2012 (scroll down to find out!) the ESBC are proud to present the reviewed 
version of the latest landowner proposal. 

 

The ESBC appreciate that the document called "New Deal"  was published in time. It is 
supposed to be discussed soon after ABG President John Momis returns to Buka within 
the next days. This is in preparation of the Joint Supervisory Board (JSB) meeting in Buka 
and the National Executive Council (NEC) meeting in Arawa next month. The ESBC expect 
the paper to be crucial for the re-opening of the Panguna mine. 

 

Please click here to read the original version as PDF file:   
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Copper Shrugs Off Europe Downgrades with Eyes on China 

By Shihoko Goto 

 

After an initial knee-jerk reaction to sell on Standard & Poor's [2] decision to downgrade the 
ratings of nine Eurozone countries last Friday, commodities traders appear subsequently to have 
taken the credit rating agency's pronouncements in stride. What's more, many investors expect 
the commodities markets to be resilient enough to any further European government bond 
downgrades by agencies they expect emerging economies to be the driving force to determine 
base metal demand. 

Prior to January 13, there had been much speculation that S&P would downgrade a number of 
European countries, so Friday's announcement caught few completely off-guard. Still, the fact 
that both France and Austria lost their AAA rating by one level to AA plus, while Italy, Portugal, 
Spain and Cyprus were cut back by two steps and Malta, Slovakia and Slovenia were 
downgraded by one level increasing selling pressure on global markets. The price of copper, for 
instance, fell nearly 1 percent following the news. 

Still, the fact that copper has gained over 2 percent even after S&P cut its rating of the European 
Financial Stability Facility [3] from AAA to AA plus on Monday January 16 speaks volumes about 
how market players have already factored in the persisting economic weakness across Europe, 
according to some investors. Instead, they are focused more on how developing countries will 
continue to drive up demand for commodities, especially China. 

ñEurope could implodeé but that (scenario) has been discarded,ò said Michael Cohn, founder 
and chief investment strategist at New York-based Global Arena Investment Management [4]. He 
added that while the global economy could face a ñLehman moment number twoò that would 
depress growth worldwide, that appears to be unlikely for now, and the odds are that demand for 
raw materials in particular will be driven by China and other emerging markets, and there is ñvery 
little that would derail thatò over the next decade. 

Certainly, market eyes are on Beijing's next moves as commodities across the board are gaining 
ground on hopes that the government will lower interest rates in order to stimulate the economy. 
Tuesday, China's National Bureau of Statistics [5] reported that the country's economy grew at its 
slowest pace in over two years in 2011 as exports fell, the real estate market took a hard hit, and 
banks tightened credit. Speculation is therefore rising that the central bank could ease monetary 
policy as a means to jump-start the economy. That, in turn, would encourage greater industrial 

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Panguna_Landowner_Dokumente/20120118_Panguna_Landowner_New_Deal.pdf


 

 

output and demand for copper as well as other materials in a country that accounts for about 40 
percent of the world's total consumption of the red metal. 

In fact, mining shares including Freeport-McMoRan [6] (NYSE:FCX [7]) and Southern Copper [8] 
(NYSE:SCCO [9]) are gaining ground even as European leaders continue to downplay the 
significance of S&P's downgrades. Moreover, S&P's rivals Moody's  [10]and Fitch [11] have both 
kept their top rating for France, giving greater confidence to investors that Europe's financial 
woes can be overcome in the longer-term, even though the continent is likely to continue being 
mired with debt issues for the foreseeable future. 

ñCopper is going to stay relatively stable,ò Cohn said, especially as China will need to keep its 
economy growing at a steady clip of around 8 percent in order to ensure economic security. 
Beijing simply ñcan't afford to stop that trajectory.ò 

Junior copper mining groups could therefore be heartened that any continued downturn in 
Europe's growth is likely to be offset by China's continued expansion. 

  

Shihoko Goto, have no interests in the companies mentioned in this article. 
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Missing billions-State funds stolen through corruption  

 

ALMOST K1 billion of public funds goes down the drain annually because of widespread 
corruption, it has been revealed. 

During a debate in parliament on the first national anti-corruption strategy 2010-30, Public Service 
Minister Bart Philemon stressed that if nothing was done to address the problem now, the 
government would continue to lose that much money each year. 

Government agencies have over the years conducted 
investigations and inquiries into the misappropriation of public 
funds but nothing had been done to effectively address 
corruption, Philemon said. 

Because of this, he said, the national wealth had failed to trickle 
down to the people - despite the billions of surpus money in 
government. 

He told parliament that there had been unequal and inefficient 
distribution of services although there had been a record budget 
of K60 billion in the past nine years. 

He said corruption was worse than the killer disease HIV/AIDS 
because it affected everyone in society while the latter affected 
only individuals. 

Philemon said the way to address corruption was at the top ñand 
come down gradually to the bottomò. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill introduced in parliament the 20-year 
strategy which set out a clear pathway to address corruption in PNG. 

ñYet there is common agreement that despite efforts to eradicate it, corruption continues to run 
unabated and is doing inexorable harm to the vary fabric of the PNG society,ôô he said. 

ñInfluential reports from both the PNG government and independent sources show clearly that 
corruption is no longer sporadic, isolated to certain segments of the community and institutions. 
Rather corruption appears to be more systematic and endemic.ò 

For example in 2010, the Public Accounts Committee reported that it had made inquiry into 1,000 
agencies, each examined from 2003 to 2008. 

The findings showed that the management and accountability of public servants and the 
government had collapsed miserably. 



 

 

Overall, there had been a rise both in terms of the number and frequency of corruption and bad 
governance practices as shown by the investigations of a range of inquiries by government and 
the public accounts committee, auditor general and Ombudsman Commission. 

ñThis is both frightening and worrisome and should elicit the attention of both citizens and 
authorities at all levels,ò he said. 

He said corruption and bad governance tended to feature prominently in areas that included: 

qQuestionable and dishonest conduct which undermines and questions the personal integrity of 
those who are in position of trust and authority; 

qThe use of bribery to acquire preferential service or treatment; 

qTheft of public money and illegal acquisition of assets by abusing oneôs position of authority; 

qDisregard and by-passing officially sanctioned process to acquire a service or select appointees; 

qLack of compliance with the Public Finance Management Act including breaching of 
procurement process; 

qConflict of interest in public decision making; and 

qNepotism, resulting in recruitment and retention of unqualified staff. 

He said corruption also existed in the private sector which had often been implicated in corrupt 
procurement processes. 

ñCompanies will pay bribes or rely on contact to rig tenders,ôô he said. 

ñAdditionally, with PNGôs wealth of natural resources, while of great potential benefits to citizens, 
at the same time have opened up huge opportunities for corruption. 

ñCorruption in how revenues from natural resource extraction activities are collected and 
distributed is a huge problem.ô 

OôNeill said PNG could not afford to pay for the cost of corruption and by extension, bad 
governance. 

ñLoss arising from thefts and siphoning off of financial resources, poor policy making and weak 
transparency and accountability have already placed heavy toll on the delivery of services to our 
people and the political and economic governance of the country at all levels.ò 

He said the anti-corruption strategy was not only about criminalising corrupt conduct but more 
importantly preventative measures in educating youths and children about the dangers of 
corruption 
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Somare is evil, says Polye  

 

FINANCE Minister Don Polye (picture) has described Sir Michael Somare as an ñevilò man. 

Polye, the Kandep MP, told reporters in Mt Hagen that Somare was good in destroying young 
vibrant leaders and suppressing them. 

  

  

He claimed that Sir Michael used highlands leaders as the ñperfect football to 
play around withò without the leaders themselves knowing. 

He gave as an example of Wabag MP Sam Abal who Sir Michael had 
appointed as deputy prime minister. Likewise, he used Governor Anderson 
Agiru to try to destroy Peter OôNeill, Polye said. 

Polye accused Sir Michael of blocking the late Sir Tei Abal, father of Sam 
Abal, from becoming prime minister even though he had the numbers. 

He did the same thing to Sir Imbakey Okuk and other leaders from the 
highlands, Polye said. 

ñCutting and chopping young leaders for hidden motives is undemocratic and evil.ò 



 

 

Polye warned those in the Somare camp that Sir Michael would not groom or mould a young 
vibrant leader to lead the country. 

Polye wanted to destroy the evil in the National Alliance by de-registering the party and forming a 
new one. 
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Fr Kiaku begins óHeavenôs Angelsô 

 

IN Australia and the United States they have what is known as ñHells Angelsò they are bikey 
gangs who travel far and wide. You just donôt want to get near to or be involved with them 
because they are bad. But in Bougainville we have the answer ñHeavenôs Angelsò.  

  

A Catholic priest stationed in the Siwai District of South Bougainville can now easily carry out his 
pastoral visits to the rural and isolated communities following the donation of a new motorbike by 
the Minister for Bougainville Affairs and South Bougainville MP Steven Pirika Kamma. 

  

  

  

Fr Dominic Kiaku, who is the parish priest of Monoitu 
parish, was given the motorbike after Mr Kamma saw 
that the priest was facing transport difficulties visiting 
the Monoitu parishioners who live many kilometres 
away from the Monoitu area. The motorbike, which was 
bought at a cost of about K16,000 was presented to Fr 
Kiaku by Mr Kamma early this year. Thanks to Mr 
Kamma, ñHeavenôs Angelsò will begin a new chapter in 
Bougainville with Fr Kiaku being the first and founding 
member while more will be called to join to spread His Good News. 
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Boat runs over man 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

AN elderly man was admitted to the Buka General Hospital after a boat ran over him last 
Saturday morning at sea near Bei village, Peit constituency on Buka Island. 

James Mami aged 59yrs from Bei village was out fishing with other fishermen from the same 
village when he was involved in the accident. 

The incident occurred between nine and ten oôclock in the morning when a Bougainville Police 
Service boat ran over him while travelling to Buka from Nissan Island, breaking his canoe into 
pieces and causing injury to several parts of his body. 

The boat was on a Care International arranged run with members of the organisation and the 
skipper was a civilian who was hired by the police because of his local knowledge on the route 
and waters. 

The victim was unable to answer any questions when we visited him late on Monday afternoon as 
he was still recovering from the incident. 

Bougainville Police Service Sgt Emmart Tsimes when confirming the incident said full 
investigation will be carried out to determine the actual cause of it.  



 

 

Meanwhile relatives of the victim turned up with three truck loads at the Buka Police station on 
Saturday afternoon to demand compensation but were told to come up with a dialogue peacefully 
before anything is done to settle the problem. 
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Council of Elders elections writs issued 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

THE long awaited Council of Elders elections on Bougainville will now be on, after the writs were 
officially issued on Monday. 

The issue of writs were signed by Local level Governments ABG minister Joseph Nopei and 
returning officer Sione Nash and witnessed by LLG CEO Herbert Kimai and Electoral boss on 
Bougainville Reitama Taravaru. 

Also there to witness the signing were members of the media and other staff from the LLG and 
electoral offices in Buka. 

ñIt is now very much appreciated when the long awaited COE elections have arrived, a lot of 
people have been complaining to the government about it,ò Minister Nopei said. 

He said the elections would also cover the remote atolls mainland of Bougainville and also will 
include the Arawa and Buka town councils. 

ñThe election manager Reitama Taravaru will be conducting the polls and the nominations are 
open now and will close next Tuesday.ò he said. 

  

  

17.01.2012 

Source: Bloomberg 

 

Copper Rises to 16-Week High on Chinese Outlook, Rio Output Drop 

  

Copper rose to a 16-week high on speculation that the government will seek to spur economic 
growth in China, the worldôs biggest consumer, amid signs of tighter global supplies. 

Chinaôs economy expanded at the slowest pace in 10 quarters, signaling the government may 
ease lending curbs and increase spending, bolstering demand prospects. Output of mined copper 
slid 23 percent last year from 2010, Rio Tinto Group, the worldôs third-largest mining company, 
said today. 

ñAs long as thereôs the threat of a slowdown, the pressure will be there for China to stimulate the 
economy,ò Dennis Cajigas, a senior market strategist at Zaner Group in Chicago, said in a 
telephone interview. The Rio Tinto ñfigures are a factor as well,ò he said. 

Copper futures for March delivery gained 2.5 percent to settle at $3.7295 a pound at 1:19 p.m. on 
the Comex in New York, after reaching $3.759, the highest for a most-active contract since Sept. 
21. 

On the London Metal Exchange, copper for delivery in three months rose 1.4 percent to $8,200 a 
metric ton ($3.72 a pound). 

The price may climb to $9,000 in the middle of the year, partly on rising Chinese demand, 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. said yesterday. 

Copper inventories monitored by the LME declined for the 10th straight session to 353,425 tons, 
the lowest since Dec. 14, 2010. 

Aluminum, zinc, lead, nickel and tin also advanced in London. 

 

Editors: Steve Stroth, Patrick McKiernan 

 



 

 

To contact the reporters on this story: Joe Richter in New York at jrichter1@bloomberg.net; 
Agnieszka Troszkiewicz in London at atroszkiewic@bloomberg.net 

 

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Steve Stroth at sstroth@bloomberg.net 
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KUNUA POLICE GET VEHICLE 

 

WORK on maintaining law and order at Kunua in North Bougainville has been made easier with 
the presentation of a vehicle by Member for North Bougainville Lauta Atoi. 

In officially handing the key to the vehicle to ABG minister for Local Level Government, 
Traditional Authorities and Communications Joseph Nopei today, Atoi said he was pleased to be 
doing what little he can to boost the work of the Bougainville Police Service. 

He said in order for any development to take place and for an efficient delivery of goods and 
services to the people, law and order must be upheld. 

He added that having a vehicle would increase police mobility and flexibility into areas once 
inaccessible to rural based police personnel. 

Atoi called on the politicians, business and community stakeholders to work together in 
supporting the work of the police in Bougainville. 
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New pact for Panguna mine 

By PETERSON TSERAHA  

 

The re-entry into Panguna by any best bidder or Bougainville Copper Limited (BCL) can be made 
possible by the end of 2012 according to ABG vice president and now acting president Patrick 
Nisira (picture below) . 

The ABG by March this year wants to see positive progress for 
negotiations for a totally new agreement for Panguna mine which 
will replace the old Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA). The 
old agreement was done without genuine consent from 
landowners, Mr Nistra said. 

  

The BCA is widely considered in Bougainville as foreign and 
counterproductive to the common interest and welfare of the 
people including the autonomy arrangements they have with the 
national government of PNG, he said. 

Mr.Nisira made the remarks while addressing the executives of 
the Rorovana-Uruava land owners association on the future of 
the Panguna mine and the Loloho port facilities which comes 
directly under the care of the Rorovana- Uruava landowners. 

ñAfter one and a half years of consultations with various landowner groups in Panguna, Bana, 
and Rorovana including former combatants from all sides, and after listening to our people 
through their elected representatives in the Bougainville house of representatives, the council of 
elders throughout the Bougainville region on the mining issue, I want to see negotiations with the 
government of Papua New Guinea and maybe BCL commence in March this year, especially 
negotiations that will help kick start the mining activities in Panguna by a reputable mining 
company.ò Mr Nisira said. The Panguna mine and mining on Bougainville has been an agenda 
between the ABG and the National government since 2005. 



 

 

ñWe have been procrastinated for too long and that is not good for the region.ò Mr.Nisira said. 
ñWe in the ABG have helped establish the respective mine lease associations in the mine 
affected areas, we have strengthened capacity in our mining division, we have established peace 
and good order in Panguna and the mine affected areas through continued dialogue with the 
Mekamui leaders, the MDF, the respective council of elders, we will soon complete these 
processes through the election of one umbrella association.ò Mr.Nisira said. ñThe official position 
of the BCA review is that we do not want to review the Bougainville Copper agreement, it is old 
outdated agreement with no Bougainvillean input.ò Mr Nisira said. ñThe mining industry has 
moved on and landowners have developed new ways of dealing with governments and mining 
companies things are no longer the same.ò he said. 
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OôNeill to visit Bougainville 

 

PAPUA New Guinea Prime Minister Peter OôNeill and his Cabinet Ministers are expected in 
Bougainville in February for two very important meetings. 

Mr OôNeill announced yesterday that the National Government will hold its first ever Cabinet 
meeting in Arawa in February.  

But before that, the Joint Supervisory Body meeting, the avenue that sees the National 
Government and Bougainville leaders iron out issues pertaining to Bougainville moving forward, 
will be held in Buka. 

The Joint Supervisory Board meeting was scheduled for in Buka on December 5, (three days 
before the Supreme Court Decision was handed down on the validity of the OôNeill-Namah 
Government) last year, while the NEC was scheduled for Arawa in January this year.  

OôNeill yesterday said that plans are now being undertaken and all parties have been instructed 
to have ABG in preparation for the scheduled meeting in Arawa next month. 

He said that he was looking forward to meeting with the landowners of the Panguna mine in 
Arawa and the people of Bougainville. 

ñNEC will be held in Arawa in February and I am very much looking forward to meeting with the 
landowners,ò Mr OôNeill said.  

ñYou see, the people of Bougainville are now much happier because there is a government in 
place that is helping them.ò 

OôNeill said that the National Government was more committed to Bougainville especially having 
released the K100 million in this yearôs National Budget and pumping money for the Kokopau-
Arawa highway including the repair and maintenance of roads in Buka town . 

  

  

15.01.2012 
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Days of Public Satirical Reckoning ? 

Read and watch here the embarrassing outcome when an elder stateman dismantles his 
own image and becomes a compliant tool of his greedy and unscrupulous family: 

Treason, sedition and the attempted Coup-De-Tat conspiracy from the 
Chief Justice to the Somare Court 
Submitted anonymously 

 

Summarized below are my opinions regarding our recent political impasse. 



 

 

  

Gathering from all letters published, I note with 
interest and disappointment that while Papua New 
Guineans focused on the constitutionality of OôNeil 
Government not one single writer learned or 
otherwise discussed the true story of the bigger 
picture, the web of conspiracy and treason from the 
Supreme Courtôs Bench, to the legal team, Grand 
Chief Sir Michael Somare, the Somare Attorney 
General, the Somare Ministers and their high 
ranking officers. 

  

The Supreme Courtôs Decision on the 
unconstitutionality of the then OôNeil Government 
was correct, however the Supreme Court Decision 
regarding Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare as PM 
was wrong and not in the spirit of the constitution. In 
anticipation of the constitution impasse, the majority 
of MPs in parliament moved to appoint a new Prime 
Minister correctly. 

  

Supreme Court in 1987 had set a Precedent 
declaring as unconstitutional Prime Minister Pius 
Wingtiôs rushed appointment by parliament and duly 
noted that the Supreme Court had no powers to 
appoint a Prime Minister. The Chief Ombudsman 
Commissioner too stated quite clearly that the 
Constitution is clear on separation of powers 
between the 3 arms of government (the executive 
arm, the legislature and the judiciary) each having 
no power to interfere with each otherôs processes. UPNG Family law specialist Dr luluakiôs poor 
attempt to discuss the constitutional issues published in three parts in the National Newspaper, 
deliberately omitted many important issues and previous decisions such as this to misguide the 
readers. 

  

  

  

The handing down of the 
Supreme Court Decision was 
the first phase in the Coup-
De-Tat Conspiratorsô plan. 
The declaration of 
unconstitutionality of the 
OôNeil government was 
correct, but on the bench 
Chief Justice automatically 
created a Junta of three 
judges in an attempted 
judicial coup-de-tat by 
declaring Grand Chief Sir 
Michael Somare Prime 
Minister (ignoring the 
previous Supreme Courtôs 
Wingti Precedent). In the 
next phase the Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare and his Attorney General Sir Arnold Amett 
sprung into action ordering the PNGDF to move in, while Somare Minister Aimo ordered the CIS 
special ops team at Bomana and certain Somare Ministers ordered RPNGC mobile units around 
the country to converge on Port Moresby to support Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare usurp 
power from the OôNeil majority government only to be refused permission by sane regional 



 

 

Assistant Police Commissioners, the CIS Commissioner and the PNGDF Chief. The conspiracy 
was well thought out and planned by quite highly educated Papua New Guineans. 

  

The continued solidarity of the majority of MPs in parliament and the prevailing sanity amongst 
service chiefs and the majority of service rank and file to leave politics to the politicians saved the 
Papua New Guinea. We narrowly missed a military coup after the Judicial Juntaôs Coup-de-tat. 

  

This is indeed a very serious matter and a Commission of Inquiry must to be set up by the 
Ombudsman Commission now to investigate the extent of this web of treasonable and sedition 
actions from the Chief Justice and his Junta to the Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare and his 
ministers, lawyers and officers in this attempted coup-de-tat at the Judicial and political levels 
during a political impasse. Appropriate laws or constitutional changes to prevent this from 
happening again must be proposed, discussed by public and parliament and enacted. 

  

The Supreme Court has lost serious credibility and must regain its lost standing through 
resignation of the Chief Justice and the other two Junta members and their arrest and charge for 
Treason and sedition 

  

  

 

  

I congratulate all the officers and personnel of the RPNGC, the PNGDF and CIS on standing 
steadfast to their roles in their services and left politics to the politicians. And I congratulate the 
people of Papua New Guinea on our handling of our ñmonkeyò politics with both tolerance and 
humor. We the people have set a precedent for our future. 

  



 

 

I wish everybody a Happy New Year! 
  

  

13.01.2011 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Aliens in PNG 

 

PAPUA New Guinea does not have the capacity to monitor and clamp down on illegal immigrants 
entering the country.  

Government authorities say the problem is huge and complex as the illegal immigrants are 
entering through sea ports in the provinces where there is very little or no processing facilities. 

Immigration and Foreign Affairs office including Customs this week told the Post-Courier that the 
issue has gone out of hand because of the fact that duties have been compromised, no facilities 
and resources to tackle the problem and those involved have already widely established 
themselves and working with elite leaders and MPs in the country as partners.  

The countryôs spy office, the National Intelligence Organisation is the worst affected because 
there is very little or no resources and funding to handle the task of maintaining the illegal 
immigrants coming into PNG. 

Documents obtained by the Post-Courier details that there were allegedly three Asian triads 
operating in the country with their heads already into major businesses throughout PNG. The 
obvious according to the papers obtained include the ñsnake headò, the ñdragonò and the 
ñscorpionò all of whom have established businesses in the field of real estate, hotels, restaurants, 
security companies, and the apparent, human trafficking across PNG since the 1990s.  

The documents detail that an estimate of 11,000 Asians entered every five years and since the 
1990 an estimate of more than 30,000 are ñfloatingò, ñsquattingò and working illegally in places 
throughout Papua New Guinea. According to the papers, they have established businesses in 
Port Moresby, Oro, Mount Hagen, Lae, Gulf, Kimbe, East New Britain, Goroka, the Highlands 
Region, Milne Bay, New Ireland, Madang, Wewak, Vanimo, Bougainville and Manus Island. 

ñWe have lost control of the issue of immigrants coming into the country as early as 10 years ago. 
Itôs not because we cannot handle it, itôs because we do not have the resources and finance to 
tackle the issue very effectively,ò immigration officials told the Post-Courier. You see, some of 
these people have already become naturalised citizens and some have become permanent 
residents overnight while others are full time citizens of PNG.ò 

ñWe have done our best in years, we have done our duties of recommending to the Government 
for responsible authorities to deport those heading these triads but it has become very hard 
because our PNG system has already crippled onto theméby this I mean they have PNG 
connections and these men and women are also dealing with elite leaders of these country,ò 
Governmentôs spy office said yesterday.  

ñOne big problem we have is the inability of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Immigrations 
to communicate with law enforcement agencies, and over the years this has posed a serious 
threat to Papua New Guineaôs national security. Itôs one thing when we talking about the national 
security issues relating to visas, citizenship and migration matters where it is not communicated 
effectively.ò 

 

 

13.01.2011 
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NIP man is K10,000 richer in Bougainville 

 

A NEW Ireland man in Bouganville won the K10,000 Digicelôs New Year Santa SMS Promotion 

Johnson Esau had been announced as the top cash prize winner of Digicelôs óNew Year Santa 
SMSô Promotion in Buka in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville.  



 

 

Mr Esau, an account manager with Wilkins, sub-contracting to South Bougainville Engineering 
has taken out K10,000 after playing the game and was ranked number one in the SMS game. 

He said that he was really overjoyed when he discovered that he had won K10,000 because he 
usually participates in Digicelôs promotional SMS games and this is my first time to win. 

Mr Esau said that he was not too sure about his win at first until he received a call from Digicel 
confirming that he was the top prize winner and when asked what he plans to do with the money, 
he said he would buy some house building materials and also celebrate with his friends. 

Digicelôs operations director-Lorna McPherson congratulated Johnson on his win and said that 
Digicel was delighted to continue its prize giveaways to reward another one of its wonderful 
customer and hope the money goes a long way in helping him and his family. 

Meanwhile, the second ranked customer title was awarded to Leo Vali from Mendi in the 
Southern Highlands Province.  

Leo was rewarded a cash prize of K5000 while minor prizes included instant K1 free credits. 

The óNew Year Santa SMS promotionô was launched on the 28th of December, 2011 and ended 
on the midnight of January 8 this year.  

The promotion allowed subscribers to search and collect Santaôs lost Christmas goodies from 
their mobile phone by sending the keyword ñSantaò to short code 204 

  

  

13.01.2011 
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Cover Report: Fragile islands economies in for a tough ride  

by Dr Satish Chand  

 

Forecasting the shape of the economies in 2012 is tough and particularly so given the volatile 
global markets.  

Stock markets in the major markets have bounced around like a yoyo for the past several 
months. The Australian dollar, one of the anchors for several Pacific Islands currencies, has 
swayed like a coconut palm caught in a violent tropical cyclone. It has been above parity with the 
US dollar one day and down the other.  

The volatility in the financial markets are likely to last for more than just one year given that the 
indigestion from the large debt problems 
faced by several rich nations will take a 
long time to work its way through the 
system.  

Here, I look at how the developments in the 
international economy are likely to affect 
someone from the islands.  

  

  

Pensioners beware! 

  

It is time to be prepared and not to panic. If 
you are formally retired or likely to do so in 
the next few years, then some caution with 
your finances are warranted.  

Pension funds have historically delivered 
dividends upwards of six percent. These 
returns are unlikely to be delivered in 2012. 
Consequently, the payouts from your 
pension fund could be trimmed back. 
Particularly worrying are the cases of 
pension funds already in financial strife.  



 

 

The case of the Fiji National Provident Fund (FNPF) is instructive on this count. FNPF is slipping 
into insolvency (i.e. where the value of current liabilities exceeds the value of assets). 

It needs an injection of around half a billion Fijian dollars to make it solvent. Finding this sum in 
the current uncertain environment will be costly.  

FNPF is in the process of trimming down pension payments from the prevailing 15 percent of 
equity to 8.7 percent which is to take effect from  March 1, 2012. This amounts to a drop in 
income of a retiree dependent on FNPF of 42 percent. It will hurt, particularly in a climate of high 
inflation and in a situation where there are no other sources of income.  

The capacity to replenish income falls with age and when medical expenses are likely to rise. So 
pensioners, beware! 

  

Watch PNG, politics, and public debt 

 

Politics in PNG has been volatile the past month. Elections mid-year are likely to only make 
matters worse. Credit to several large resource projects, the economy remains buoyant and 
resilient. ExxonMobil is leading the way with an investment of $15.7 billion in a liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) project which is due to commence production in 2014.  

Rio Tinto has commenced discussions on the reopening of its mammoth (and mothballed) copper 
and gold Panguna mine on Bougainville.  

Construction is planned to commence in 2016 and production to start three years later. Should 
these plans materialise, PNG will get a lot of wind in its sails to carry the nation through the rough 
waters of the global financial storm.  

PNG will need a lot of workers in the construction phase of its many mines. As the largest Pacific 
islands economy, PNG is in a position to provide jobs for many Pacific Islanders.  

Some fine-tuning of visa laws may be necessary to help ease the flow of workers from the region. 
The Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) provides for visa-free entry into PNG from Fiji, the 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. Why not extend this to other Pacific islanders and for their skilled 
people particularly? 

PNG provides room for optimism but not the reason for complacency. Demand for exports from 
the region can slump due to problems in Europe and North America.  

The Chinese economy continues to power ahead. This is a major reason for the healthy prices for 
commodities exported from both Australia and PNG.  

What if China falters? The above is possible given that a significant proportion of the demand for 
Chinese manufactures originates from Europe and America.  

A slowdown in the global economy will ripple through to the Pacific through dampened demand 
for commodities and a slowdown in the inflows of remittances and tourists.  

Budget deficits and rising public debt in a number of the Pacific islands will force expenditure 
cuts. The case of Cook Islands is instructive on this count. Standard and Poorôs, an international 
ratings agency, downgraded Cook Islandsô bonds to B+ last month, placing it well below 
investment grade. Such downgrades will raise costs of borrowing.  

The budgets of FSM, Kiribati, Nauru, Marshalls and Tuvalu will feel the pinch as dividends from 
their trust funds fall. The Asian Development Bank reports that: ñFiji, Samoa, and Tonga are 
targeting smaller budget deficits in 2012, stepping back from higher deficits incurred due to fiscal 
stimulus or disaster recovery effortsò. Others may have to tighten their fiscal belts too! 

Final advice to rich world  

The economic headwinds faced by much of the world originate from financial problems in the rich 
capitals. The best that the rich world can do is to sort out their financial mess. Doing it so quickly 
will help their own poor and the poor residing beyond their borders too. 

In the meantime, the islanders would have to be prepared for the worst whilst hoping for the best.  

  

  

12.01.2011 
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Copper May Rise as Much as 25% in Second Half, Mizuho Says 



 

 

By Jae Hur and Ichiro Suzuki 

 

Copper prices may gain as much as 25 percent in the second half of this year on steady demand 
from China, the worldôs top consumer, amid tight supplies, according to Mizuho Corporate Bank 
Ltd. 

Prices of the metal, used in pipes, tubes and wires, will climb to as high as $9,500 a metric ton 
from last yearôs close of $7,600, said Yuka Kageyama, a commodity derivatives analyst at the 
bank, a unit of Mizuho Financial Group Inc., Japanôs second-largest bank by assets. 

The London Metal Exchange LMEX Index of six primary metals including copper and aluminum, 
fell 22 percent last year, the first drop in three years, as Europeôs debt crisis widened. Yields on 
two-year Greek debt surged to 152 percent last month, compared with 0.29 percent for 
Treasuries of a similar maturity. Chinaôs inflation cooled to a 15-month low and producer-price 
gains were the smallest in two years in December, leaving the government more room to support 
growth. 

ñThe European debt-crisis issues will be the key for most commodities this year,ò Kageyama said 
in an interview yesterday. ñWe expect that China may ease its monetary policies in the first half 
and Europeôs problems may recede later this year, paving the way for a rally among base metals 
as supplies will remain tight.ò 

 

LME Stockpiles 

 

Dwindling stockpiles at LME warehouses will also provide support for copper, she said. Prices 
may decline as low as $6,500 a ton with an average price of $7,950 for 2012, the bank said in a 
January note to clients. 

Orders to draw copper from LME warehouses, or canceled warrants, gained 24 percent to 50,000 
tons on an increase in New Orleans. Inventories of the metal slipped 0.3 percent to 364,250 tons, 
the lowest level since Dec. 22, 2010, according to exchange data yesterday. 

Three-month copper on the London Metal Exchange rose 0.6 percent to $7,830 a ton at 3:43 p.m. 
Tokyo time. The metal declined 21 percent last year and averaged $8,164.50. 

Chinaôs central bank may reduce reserve ratios in the first half, Helen Zhu, a strategist at 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc., said yesterday. Chinaôs copper imports rose to a record last month 
as Lunar New Year stockpiling and financing needs spurred buying. 

Copper will average $7,750 a ton in 2012 and $7,313 in 2013, Michael Widmer, head of metals 
research at Bank of America Merrill Lynch, said in a weekly note on Jan. 9. The metal will 
average $3.83 a pound ($8,444 a ton) in 2012 and $4.08 in 2013, Mark Pervan, head of 
commodity research at Australia & New Zealand Banking Group Ltd., said in a note yesterday. 

 

China Smelters 

 

For aluminum, output cutbacks, concern over Chinaôs power supply and higher oil prices will lend 
support and may push the metal as much as 19 percent higher to $2,400 a ton this year from the 
end of last year. Production costs for aluminum are estimated at between $2,000 and $2,200 a 
ton, she said. 

Chinese aluminum smelters may idle their annual capacity by one-third, the most in three years, 
as energy costs soar and prices slump. The country may produce almost 20 million tons and its 
capacity may be as much as 30 million tons by the end of this year, said Luo Rongjin, a Beijing-
based analyst with Bocom International Holdings Co. Monthly output from China, the worldôs 
biggest producer, fell 8.3 percent in November from a record 1.6 million tons in August. 

Alcoa Inc., Rio Tinto Group and their global rivals are cutting production after prices dropped 19 
percent last year, curbing profits. Alcoa, the largest U.S. producer that reported its first loss in two 
years this week, said China may use 70 percent of its capacity in 2012. 
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More to say yello! 

 

More proud Papua New Guineans get to say yello to loved ones around the country and abroad 
with Telikom PNG extending its 3G wireless network coverage into Buin and Bakawari in the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville last December. 

Local communities in Buin and Bakawari on the Island of Pokpok are keen to switch on their 
Citifons to experience the affordable rates offered by Telikom with many welcoming the service 
that will be beneficial to their day to day way of life. 

Telikom chief executive officer ï Peter Loko, acknowledged the financial assistance from the 
Minister for Bougainville Affairs and Member for South Bougainville, Hon Steven Kamma for the 
tower installed in Buin in mid December last year.  

ñI want to thank all these leaders and on this occasion Hon Steven Kamma that has assisted 
Telikom to rollout rural communication into remote areas where the people need to travel and 
costly distances into town to get services.  

ñWe are now into 2012 and Telikom PNG is still driven with the vision and mission to have every 
Papua New Guinea have access to a phone by 2020,ò Mr Loko added. 

The 3G network installed in these two localities will offer fixed wireless telephony, Citifon mobile 
and data services at affordable with Telikom urging customers to take advantage of the rates and 
utilize the service in the best way possible to bring development to their communities.  

  

  

12.01.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Citifon launches 3G service in Bougainville  

 

MORE Papua New Guineans have been able to say ñyelloò to loved ones since Telikom PNG 
extended its 3G wireless network coverage to Buin and Bakawari in the Autonomous Region of 
Bougainville last December. 

Communities in Buin and Bakawari on the Island of Pokpok have been keen to switch on their 
Citifons for the affordable rates offered by Telikom. 

Telikom chief executive officer Peter Loko thanked Minister for Bougainville Affairs and Member 
for South Bougainville Steven Kamma for installing a transmission tower in Buin last month. 

ñI want to thank all the leaders and on this occasion Kamma who has assisted Telikom to rollout 
rural communication into remote areas to bring services to the people. 

ñWe are now into 2012 and Telikom PNG is still driven with the vision and mission to have every 
Papua New Guinea get access to a phone by 2020,ò Loko added. 

The 3G network installed in these two localities will offer fixed wireless telephony, Citifon mobile 
and data services at affordable rates. 

 Telikom had urged customers to take advantage of the rates and use the service to bring 
development to their communities.  

Schools, public institutions, business houses and residents can look forward to hooking up to the 
internet that can help students access online libraries while small business entrepreneurs can 
extend their business network and find suppliers, Loko said. 

  

  

11.01.2012 
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ABG departmentalization program progresses 

 

PREPARATION is underway to implement phase one of the ABG process to departmentalize its 
administrative divisions this year. 



 

 

ABG Finance and Treasury Albert Punghau says two million has been appropriated to fund phase 
one this year. 

Phase one starts with the advertisement of fifteen senior executive positions in the new 
departmentalization structure. 

Following the completion of phase one, phase two would be to draw up departmental structures 
and advertise priority departments and senior positions. 

Chief Executive Officer of ABG Human Resource division Shem Satoriri said the 
departmentalizing of the Bougainville Administration into fourteen departments will form the basis 
to establish the foundation of the Bougainville Public Service. 

Satoriri said the main reason for this is to align the administrative structure with Bougainvilleôs 
unique political arrangements under autonomy. 

He added that the reason also is to enhance effective collaboration between ABG departments 
and the national government departments on the draw down of powers from the state to ABG. 
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Ketsimur calls on Japan assistance 

 

ABG minister for Works, Transport and Civil Aviation Carolus Ketsimur is appealing to the 
government and people of Japan to further their assistance to Bougainville. 

In thanking them for assisting to build fifteen bridges throughout the North and Central 
Bougainville, Ketsimur asked that Japan continue with a program to build bridges across all the 
rivers along Bougainvilleôs main trunk roads from North to South Bougainville. 

Ketsimur said in the past the Japanese came to Bougainville in war that resulted in a lot of 
damage and destruction and loss of life. 

He added that by providing K90 million to build the fifteen bridges, the government and people of 
Japan had proven their spirit of goodwill and cooperation. 

He said Japan had contributed immensely to the autonomous regionôs reconstruction and 
national development. 

Ketsimur also thanked workers from Philippines, Thailand and Cambodia who were contracted 
under Japanese company Kitano Construction Limited to build the fifteen bridges. 

These bridges will be officially launched next month. 
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Landowners thanked 

  

WAKUNAI landowners at Central Bougainville have been thanked for allowing work to commence 
on the Iraka bridge which was officially opened on December 30 last year. 

Speaking at the official ceremony ABG Minister for works, transport and civil aviation Carolus 
Ketsimur said the landowners agreed for a bridge to be built over Iraka river for the benefit of the 
people of Bougainville. 

Ketsimur said the Wakunai landowners were able to put their differences aside and make 
sacrifices to allow work to commence without obstruction. 

He also congratulated the landowners in the other fourteen project sites of which bridges are 
being built under a K90 million fund by the government and people of Japan for the people of 
Bougainville. 

The total of fifteen bridges built by contractor company Kitano Construction Limited will be 
officially handed over to the ABG by the government of Japan next month. 

 

http://www.kitano.co.jp/e/index.htmlwww.kitano.co.jp/e/index.html
http://www.kitano.co.jp/e/index.html
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Chief System review 

  

ABG minister for Local Level Government (LLG), Traditional Authorities and Communication 
Joseph Nopei says the Autonomous Bougainville Government supports the village chief system. 

He said this is evident in their decision to empower traditional leadership structure below the 
Council of Elders (COE) and village assembly level. 

He said the ABG will empower the chiefs so that they will effectively deal with issues at the village 
level. 

He said as the Autonomous Region of Bougainville moves towards autonomy and referendum in 
2015, the ABG would like to ensure that the lower level of government are fully functional and 
operating effectively before 2015. 

Nopei added that this was going to be very challenging but assured that work would start this 
year in conjunction with the review of the COE system. 
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COE Review 

  

BOUGAINVILLE Executive Council has approved a document that recommends strategic 
changes needed made to the current structure of the Council of Elders (COE). 

The document called a ñWhite paper on COE reviewò highlights issues on law, constitution, 
administrative and operational difficulties faced by the COEs since their establishment in 1996. 

Some key recommendations were made based on feasibility study of the existing structure of the 
COEs conducted last year. 

ABG Minister for Local Level Government (LLG), Traditional Authorities and Communication 
Joseph Nopei said he was excited about the changes that would happen at the COE level. 

He said the changes would improve operations of the COEs and make the COEs work effectively 
to serve the people of Bougainville. 

Nopei appealed to the people, the chairman and the members of the COEs to support the 
changes that would happen. 

  

  

11.01.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Kamma gives K1m for Bana roads  

By WINTERFORD TOREAS 

 

Bougainville Affairs Minister Steven Pirika Kamma has made a commitment to the people of Sipi, 
Osiage, Pagawabo and Bakoram 2 in the Bana district of South Bougainville that he will be 
funding K1 million towards the upgrading and maintenance of their road this year. 

The South Bougainville MP made the commitment when he visited the area on New Yearôs Day 
to present a cheque of K103, 610.80 to the youths of Sipi. 

This payment was made to the youths for the pre-hand road construction work carried out on the 
8km long Pope-Sipi road in 2009. 



 

 

The Sipi youths, led by their chiefs and former combatants had decided to construct this new road 
using whatever tools they can lay their hands on after their numerous pleas for the construction of 
this new road had always been neglected by the past elected leaders of South Bougainville. 

And because they were determined and eager to complete this road project, they decided to work 
day and night, starting at Pope primary school all the way up to Sikunansi village in the East 
Lamane area in the Bolave constituency.  

During the cheque presentation ceremony Mr Kamma was deeply moved when he learnt that four 
people from the area had already died while shouldering goods from the main road up to Sipi. 

As a result he made the commitment to fund K1m towards the construction and maintenance of 
the road.  

Before presenting the cheque, Mr Kamma said he was happy to have travelled on this new road. 

ñI am happy to see this road. Though this road was not my initiative, I still allocated funding for the 
tremendous job you have done on this road. 

ñI will fund K1m this year to fix this road. As soon as I return to Port Moresby I will meet with the 
Minister for Finance Don Polye so we can source funding for this road,ò Mr Kamma said, resulting 
in the people cheering and thanking him for his generous commitment.  

To show their appreciation for the funding, the people presented Mr Kamma with a live pig.  

Apart from this commitment, Mr Kamma has also allocated funding for other projects in the Bana 
district. These include; Pope primary school-K100, 000. 00, Sianeki sub-health centre-K99, 188. 
86, Keriau health centre-K50, 000. 00, Sovele-Siandaru road-K61, 676. 93, Sirakatau-Panam 
road-K50, 000. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Mr Kamma (left) presenting the cheque to the chairman of 
the pre-hand road construction project Mark Utami. 
Beneath the cheque is the pig that was presented to Mr 
Kamma as a token of appreciation by the Sipi people.  
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Copper Imports by China at Record on Re-Stocking, Trade Financing Demand 

  

Copper imports by China surged to a record in December, narrowing the first annual drop since 
2008, as pre-holiday stockpiling and financing needs spurred buying amid low domestic 
inventories in the worldôs largest consumer.  

Inbound shipments of the refined metal, copper alloy and products were 508,942 metric tons, 
gaining for the seventh straight month, according to data on the General Administration of 
Customsô website today. That was the highest level ever, according to Qu Yi, a Beijing-based 
analyst at CRU International Ltd.  

Tight credit conditions after China raised bank reserve ratios six times in 2011 spurred metal 
imports as a means to secure trade financing. Unprofitable arbitrage between London and 
Shanghai in the first half caused a 29 percent drop in inventories as users ran down local stocks. 
The benchmark copper price in London tumbled 21 percent last year.  

ñDecember imports far exceeded the market expectation,ò Peng Qiang, an analyst at Cofco 
Futures Co., said by phone from Beijing. ñThe consensus was around level with November, or 
even slightly lower. This may be a combined result of actual demand and financing needs.ò  

Arrivals of unwrought copper fell 24 percent in the first six months from a year earlier as the 
arbitrage window closed, spurring a rebound in the second half, paring the annual decline to a 5.1 
percent drop. Arbitrage traders attempt to profit from prices variations for the same asset traded 
on different exchanges.  

Three-month copper on the London Metal Exchange gained as much as 1.5 percent today to 
$7,609.50 a ton, before being traded at $7,595 per ton at 2:48 p.m. Shanghai time.  

  

Financing Demand  

  

ñExpectations of loosening money supply this year encouraged financing deals, as traders would 
deem such deals safer when overall cash flow isnôt that tight,ò Peng said.  

Trading companies receive a letter of credit for copper imports and then get a window of a few 
months of cheap loans. They can sell the metal and use the proceeds for higher-yielding 
investments, or submit a warehouse receipt or a warrant to use it as collateral for a discounted 
loan.  

China cut reserve requirements in December by 50 basis points, the first reduction since 2008. 
The Peopleôs Bank of China may follow up last monthôs reduction with another cut this week, 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. said yesterday.  

Improving demand ahead of the Chinese New Year holiday may also have boosted shipments, 
Peng said. The weeklong vacation starts on Jan. 23.  

  

More Imports  

  

Low stockpiles and tight financing conditions may support imports this year, said CRUôs Qu. ñIf 
prices slide further, and if money supply loosens a tad, imports may pick up.ò  

Chinaôs stocks rose, driving the benchmark index to its biggest three-day gain since October 
2010, as slowing trade data boosted speculation the government may loosen monetary policy to 
spur economic growth.  

Chinaôs copper consumption growth will slow to 6.4 percent this year, or 7.85 million tons, 
according to Beijing Antaike Information Development Co. This compares with 8.5 percent growth 
in 2011 to 7.38 million tons, and 11.5 percent to 6.8 million tons in 2010, Antaikeôs data show.  

ñFor January, holidays and low utilization rates of producers will probably bring down imports from 
the record level in December,ò said Wang Mingyi, an analyst at Galaxy Futures Co.  

Scrap copper imports totaled 450,000 tons in December, lifting the annual arrivals to 4.69 million 
tons, up 7.4 percent from 2010, according to customs.   

  

  

10.01.2012 
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Trawen confident of electoral roll 

By JONATHAN TANNOS 

 

PAPUA New Guineaôs 2012 preliminary Electoral Roll will be available for public scrutiny by the 
end of this month. 

However, the latest will be February if unforseen circumstances disrupt the current processing of 
the roll. 

This is the undertaking from a confident Electoral Commissioner, Andrew Trawen, who yesterday 
announced staff specialised in data entry and scrutiny were currently working full time to finalise 
the roll before conduct of the general elections in June this year. 

ñAs of today (yesterday) we have a total of 1,557,239 voters registered on the electoral roll out of 
approximately 4.3 million eligible voters for the 2012 general elections,ò Mr Trawen said. 

Mr Trawen also revealed that electors with no status totalled 27,249 while those that were yet  

to be determined stood at 1,784,168. 

But on the electoral data base there were currently 3.8 million eligible voters that have yet to be 
identified. 

ñThis is why we are working around the clock to ensure the 2012 electoral roll is ready on time for 
polling which will commence on July 23, 2012,ò Mr Trawen said. 

He said for Central and Northern Provinces in the Southern region, their preliminary rolls have 
been completed and were ready for public scrutiny and objection. 

The rolls for the Gulf and Milne Bay provinces are yet to be printed. 

In the New Guinea Islands the East and West New Britain plus New Ireland rolls are also ready to 
be publicly scrutinised and objected. 

Manus was currently undergoing auditing while Bougainville was still in the data collecting 
process. 

For the Momase region both the East and West Sepik province rolls were also ready for scrutiny 
and objection while data for Madang was yet to be sent to Port Moresby and data entry was in 
progress for the Morobe province. 

In the Highlands field work results from Chimbu have been sent to Port Moresby for entry in the 
main data base while data entry was in progress for Eastern Highlands. 

The same has been done also for Hela and Southern Highlands while final auditing results were 
yet to be received from Enga, Western Highlands and Jiwaka. 

But Mr Trawen said he was confident of finalising all the necessary data well before the elections 
which will commence from the issuing of writs on Friday April 27, 2012 at 4pm. 

Nominations will close on May 4, 2012 while polling will commence on Saturday June 23, 
2012 and close on Friday July 6, 2012. 

Return of writs will take place on Friday July 27, 2012. 

The nominations period will take seven days (April 27 ï May 4, 2012), campaign period eight 
weeks (May 4 ï June 23, 2012) polling period 14 days (June 23 ï July 6, 2012) and counting 
21 days (July 6 ï July 27, 2012). 

Mr Trawen said all manner of transportation have been considered including helicopter, vehicle 
and PNG Defence Force patrol boat hires.  

  

  

10.01.2011 

Source: PNG Attitude / EJOLT (Environmental Justice Organisations, Liabilities and Trade) 

 

ESBC: Another shining example for the ongoing of spreading lies. A malicious 
attempt to cause local unrest by left wing eco-anarchists of the so called 
University of Peace! 

 

http://www.ejolt.org/


 

 

A gruelling story of double standards & injustice 

 

IN 1969, DURING THE AUSTRALIAN ADMINISTRATION of Bougainville, Conzinc Rio Tinto 
Australia (CRA) opened a large copper and gold mine with forced community evictions. 

In 1971, with pollution caused by the mine spreading, the issue of compensation went to the High 
Court of Australia. It ruled that the compensation was inadequate under Australian law but that, 
as an external territory, Papua New Guinea was not guaranteed the same standards that applied 
to mainland Australia. 

That was just the start of a gruelling story of double standards and injustice. 

Forty years after the first verdict, court battles go on. On 25 October 2011, Rio Tinto Group lost a 
bid to throw out genocide and war crimes claims in a lawsuit filed by PNG landowners. 

A federal appeals court in San Francisco said claims of genocide and war crimes fall within the 
issues that can be considered under the Alien Tort Statute, a law of 1789 allowing non- citizens to 
sue in the United States for violations of international law. 

In 1989 indigenous outrage over 20 years of exploitation and pollution had escalated to the point 
where the Bougainville Revolutionary Army blew up the mineôs power pylons following the 
companyôs refusal to pay local landowners US$5.4 billion compensation. 

A 10-year war of secession followed between the PNG defence force and the BRA and other 
armed groups on the island.  This resulted in the ruination of towns and villages and an estimated 
death toll of 20,000. 

According to Michael Cornish, ñMismanagement of the relationship between the operation of the 
Panguna mine and the local people was a fundamental cause of the conflict in Bougainville.ò 
Forty years later, nothing has been done to compensate for the huge damage. 

  
  

Watch here an authentic documentary film produced by TOROtv in 2000: 
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K20,000 for mini cocoa mill 

By WINTERFORD TOREAS 

  

  

WHILE many cocoa farmers in the country are 
always complaining about the little earnings they 
receive from selling their cocoa beans, a clan in 
the Siwai district of South Bougainville has 
decided to try out another avenue which they 
believe will give them maximum returns from the 
harvest and sales of their cocoa beans. 

  

The Akahu Family Cocoa Cluster of Kahuanka 
village has decided to start up a mini cocoa 
processing and crushing mill project. The idea 
behind this dream is for them to one day start 

producing cocoa-made products like biscuits and chocolates to sell. Since this idea came about in 
the early 2000s, the clan have been rehabilitating and replanting their cocoa plantations so as to 
prefer them for this cocoa processing project. The Akahu Family Cocoa needs K800, 000 to kick-
start this project. Last week the clan received a timely New Year present of K20,000 from the 
Minister for Bougainville Affairs and South Bougainville MP, Steven Pirika Kamma. Before 



 

 

presenting the cheque Mr Kamma challenged the clan to use the money in its intended purpose, 
adding that they should also raise their own funds instead of relying too much on free hand-outs.  

   

  

06.01.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Roll update slow in Bougainville 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

THE Common Roll Improvement Program for updating common rolls in the three regions of the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville is well behind schedule with the National Elections program 
to start on April 27. 

According to Bougainville Electoral Manger Reitama Taravaru, this part of the preparations was 
scheduled for July of last year. 

He said the updating of the common rolls was late due to the Autonomous Bougainville 
Governments by-elections for the Tonsu constituency. 

He said that currently updating in South and Central Bougainville are underway and instructions 
were given to electoral officials engaged to return with their collected data for quality checks 
before they are sent to Port Moresby for auditing and entry into the new rolls for the National 
Elections this year. 

Also the training for enrolment agents in North Bougainville is expected to next week in which 
potential agents will be identified to assist Village Assembly clerks.  

Mr Taravaru said that the updating of common roll for North Bougainville is expected to be 
completed by the end of January. 

During this process, he said the only hold up would be the shortage of blank bank cheques to 
pay  

vital service providers but, this is being taken care of by Moore Printing Limited and is expected to 
soon be available.  

  

  

06.01.2012 
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Tanis goes for studies in Australia 

By Fabian Gatana 

 

FOMER Bougainville president, James Tanis, is off to Australia to commence his studies in 
Canberra. 

Mr Tanis was farewelled yesterday in Buka by representatives from the Bougainville 
Administration and AusAID officials. 

In Canberra he will be studying for his Masters in International Relations at the Australian 
National University under an AusAID education scholarship awarded to him by the Australian 
High Commission. 

Mr Tanis said that the Masters program was designed for people who had little or no knowledge 
of International relations and affairs and is one that he thought seriously about during his term as 
president of the Autonomous Region of Bougainville. 

He said that Bougainville needs leaders who are educated up to the current level of education 
and leaders who can steer Bougainville in the right direction.  

He said that leadership was not purely political but it is a profession, prompting him to chose to 
return to school.  

He said that this opportunity will also give him time to unwind and to do something different. 

He also reassured the people of Bougainville that he was not running away, but for him to go and 
complete his masters in order to come back and contribute positively to the region. 
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Eluh-Rebuild Bougainville 

By Fabian Gatana 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Police Chief, Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP) Thomas Eluh has 
thanked Bougainvilleans for a festive season that was trouble free and the most peaceful in many 
years. 

The attitude shown, he said, is the right way forward for prosperity in Bougainville and is good 
news not only for PNG, but the world and for potential investors who have interests in investing in 
Bougainville. 

ñI as the head of security in Bougainville am very delighted in the manner people went about their 
celebrations with common sense and these signs are very commendable,ò said Police Chief Eluh. 

He said that Bougainville had so much at stake considering the fact that the Autonomous Region 
had only three years before the referendum so he urged the peace loving people of Bougainville 
to continue this peaceful trend throughout the year and years to come. 

He urged the people to forget the past and work hard at rebuilding Bougainville and prove that 
Bougainvilleans are law abiding people. 

Meanwhile, the ACP also took time to sincerely thank all members of the Bougainville Police 
Service who worked effortlessly throughout the festive season to ensure the rule of law prevailed. 

ñI must commend you, my officers, for continuing to prove that the Bougainville Police Service is a 
highly professional and disciplined organisation.ò 

ñOn behalf of my family and the Bougainville Police Service I wish all the people of Bougainville a 
be-lated and prosperous New Year.ò 

  

  

05.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

K200,000 cash lost at Iurun 

 

AN increasing number of treasure hunters from all over Bougainville are camping along the Iurun 
river at Tinputz district, in the hope of finding a black sports bag that is believed to contain more 
than two hundred thousand kina in cash. 

Reports received from Tinputz say the black bag was lost at the river last week when its owner, a 
copra buyer based at Arawa, was swept out of the passenger vehicle he was travelling in, on his 
way to Buka. 

The East Coast transport he was in along with ten other passengers, was caught in strong tide 
and dragged about five meters downstream when the Iurun river flooded after a night of heavy 
rains last week. 

No casualties was reported and passengers were able to retrieve most of their cargos except for 
the bag containing the cash which has not yet been found. 

A ten thousand kina reward is being offered to the person who finds and safely return the cash to 
the owner. 

  

 

05.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

NEW GRAVEL RATES 



 

 

  

LOCALS selling river gravel have reason to celebrate this year as the autonomous government of 
Bougainville has approved new buying rates for riverine materials especially gravel and 
limestone. 

ABG minister for Works, Transport and Civil Aviation Carrolus Ketsimur at a recent presentation 
to ABG members announced that this year, river gravel will be bought at three kina per cubic 
meter. 

This is an increase of two kina from last yearôs buying rate of one kina per cubic meter. 

He also said limestone would now be bought at four kina per cubic meter compared to last yearôs 
buying rate of one kina fifty toea per cubic meter. 

Ketsimur said this was good money easily earned from the natural resources owned by the 
coastal communities of Bougainville and urged that the landowners invest their money well. 

He also urged that companies and landowners do fair business to avoid conflict and 
misunderstanding. 

 

 

05.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

BRADA MERGED 

  

THE Bougainville Executive Council (BEC) has endorsed the merging of the Bougainville 
Restoration and Development Authority (BRADA) with the ABG division of Technical Services 
(TSD). 

In its recent meeting, BEC acknowledged that the streamlining of the two agencies responsible 
for infrastructure development allows the ABG to enhance the capacity of only one entity instead 
of the two. 

ABG minister for finance and treasury Albert Punghau said the decision was necessary to 
manage and coordinate high impact infrastructure projects irrespective of the funding sources. 

He justified that the merging of BRADA into TSD would avoid duplication of roles, confusion, 
buck-passing and wastage of resources. 

  

  

05.01.2012 
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TANIS DEPARTS BUKA 

  

FORMER president of the Autonomous Bougainville Government James Tanis will travel to 
Canberra, Australia tomorrow to undertake an eighteen-month Masterôs course on International 
Affairs. 

  

Tanisô study is funded by the Australian Government under its AusAID 
Development scholarship of which 170 Papua New Guineans including 
five Bougainvilleans would benefit from this year. 

  

He thanked the government and people of Australia for giving him the 
opportunity to study. 

He added that compared to Bougainville presidents the late Joseph 
Kabui and John Momis, he had no formal education in international 

relations but had a vast experience in international affairs. 

Tanis said leadership is a profession and urged that to be a leader one must be well versed on 
the latest level of education and technology. 



 

 

Tanis assured the people of Bougainville that he would return to add value to the countless efforts 
of the people and government of the Autonomous Bougainville in rebuilding peace and prosperity. 

He also urged the leaders of Bougainville to work hard to achieve a successful outcome on the 
weapons disposal program. 

Tanis warned that Bougainvilleôs sovereign partners are watching and he urged that for a 
continued good relations with development partners like Australia and New Zealand, Bougainville 
leaders must support all local partners in delivering on the weapons disposal program.  
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Unique festive season in Bougainville 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

THE Acting Buka police station commander Sergeant Emmart Tsimes has praised and thanked 
Bougainvilleans for a quiet, peaceful and enjoyable festive season. 

Mr Tsimes said unlike the past there has been no reports of car crashes, killings, no arrests and 
even no detainees during 2011 Christmas and New Year periods. The people really behaved well 
and enjoyed their celebrations responsibly. 

While thanking the people he said he was very happy as the public became more responsible 
and observed the real meaning of Christmas. 

He said police carried out its normal operations and it was very quiet and peaceful. Mr Tsimes 
said this is due to police and other agencies who contributed towards an open and general law 
and order awareness in the communities and on radio before the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations. 

He said report from Tinputz was the same where there was no accidents or any form of violence . 
The road was free and quiet, describing it as very unique compared to the previous years. Mr 
Tsimes believes the situation was similar elsewhere throughout the Autonomous region of 
Bougainville except for maybe minor incidents which are common and settled immediately by 
those responsible. 

He further urged the people to maintain law and order in their communities in order to pave way 
for prosperity in the coming 12 months of 2012. 

 

 

05.01.2012 
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Wakunai bridge opens 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

ONE of the 15 bridges constructed by Japanese construction company Kitano was officially 
commissioned for use by the travelling public last week in Wakunai, Central Bougainville. 

The Iaraka Bridge was officially opened by the ABGôs minister for works Carolus Ketsimur and 
witnessed by fellow minister for Local Level Government Rev. Joseph Nopei, the Deputy Speaker 
of Parliament and member for Terra constituency, Robin Wilson, the former member for Selau 
Joseph Watawi, Chief Administrator (Operations) Raymond Masono and Bougainville 
Administration staff. 

Mr Ketsimur, speaking on behalf of the ABG President and Vice President, paid tribute to two of 
the former ABG Presidents the late Joseph Kabui and James Tanis for the opportunity given to 
Patrick Nisira who was then the works minister to negotiate funding for the construction of the 15 
bridges. 

He said that the construction of the bridges were the single most biggest impact project on 
Bougainville for the last 15 to 20 years worth K90 million involving a foreign contractor from 
Japan. 



 

 

The Minister also thanked the Japanese Government through the construction company Kitano at 
the same time conveying his sympathy for the lives lost during the course of their duties on the 
construction of the bridges. 

He said the people of Bougainville have great respect for Japan in this partnership program and 
look forward to a future cordial relations and friendship with the Government and its people who 
are very hardworking, respectable and sincere. 
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Basil: Leave Grand Chief alone  

By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

NATIONAL Planning Minister Sam Basil says members of parliament in the Somare faction 
should stop misleading Sir Michael Somare and allow him to rest. 

Basil suggested that some MPs were using the Grand Chief for their personal gain and should 
stop to allow him to recover from his operations. 

ñAnderson Agiru, Sir Arnold Amet, Patrick Pruaitch and Arthur Somare have been forcing the old 
man,ôô he said. 

ñLeave him alone and allow him to rest so that he recovers well from his operation. It is about 
time we help him and not use him and put more pressure and stress on him.ò 

He said if the Grand Chief got more ill from the pressure, the MPs should be held responsible. 

He said the country acknowledged the many contributions Sir Michael had made for the young 
nation and he should be left to rest. 

He said Agiru and Sir Arnold needed to go back to their provinces and provide the leadership as 
their people needed them. 

He said Madang and the Southern Highlands provinces needed good governors to provide 
leadership in their provinces and not stay in Port Moresby. 

 

 

05.01.2012 
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K3.7 million Singapore óallowancesô probed  

By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

AN investigation has been launched into the payment of K3.7 million in allowances to a group of 
people who visited Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare in a Singapore hospital. 

The group consists of public servants serving in the Prime Ministerôs office, officers from other 
government departments plus those who were not public servants. 

Chief Secretary Manasupe Zurenuoc, when asked to comment yesterday, declined to say who 
was entitled to travelling allowances while accompanying the prime minister ï who went on a 
medical leave. 

But Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah said everyone who received the allowances would be 
investigated. 

He pointed out that Sir Michael was on sick leave and not on official government business. 

Namah also questioned why the entire Prime Ministerôs Department had to make the trip to 
Singapore. 

The government-appointed Task Force Sweep team had been directed to investigate why 
allowances were paid to non-public servants and officials from other government departments. 

ñSome of these people who benefited from the K3.7 million of public funds during the 
hospitalisation of Sir Michael will be arrested soon,ò Namah said. 



 

 

More than 30 people, including family members of the Grand Chief, received allowances on the 
pretext of visiting the sick leader. Namah termed it as ñdaylight robberyò and ñcorruption of the 
highest orderò. 

According to Namah, Sir Michael and Lady Veronica received almost K700,000 as allowances, 
daughter Betha Somare and son Sanaôs wife each received almost K200,000 and Sir Michaelôs 
brother Paul Somare received more than K76,000. 

The others allegedly paid allowances were Paul Bengo K85,000, Seki Karingai K192,000, 
Rodney Kamus K105,000, police Const John Keai K108,000, Richard Gogo K143,000, police Snr 
Const Ekonia Puki  K71,000, police Const Rodney Eminoni  K88,000, Tambon Tara K77,000, 
Margaret Elias K23,000, Hudson Ramatlap K23,000, Insp Simon Dugumi K26,000, Ipai Edward 
K48,000, Michael Ikau K26,000, Nora Solien K45,000, police First Const Peter Wesley K22,000, 
police Const Simon Guvi K23,000, Joan Vanariu K19,000, Chris Haiveta K10,000, Anna Abal 
K4,000 ï plus four others who received less than K3,000 each. 

Betha Somare, daughter of Sir Michael, said as employees of the prime ministerôs office at the 
time, the public servants were entitled to the travel allowances. 

She declined to comment further and referred other queries to the secretary at the Prime 
Ministerôs Department. 

She called on leaders to stop politicising the allowance issue because some of the payments 
were genuine. 

She did not say if non-public servants, who accompanied the Grand Chief, were entitled to 
allowances 
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Copper Drives Papua New Guinea Island's Independence Movement 

 

By Shihoko Goto - Exclusive to Copper Investing News [1] 

  

  

  

Shihoko Goto 

  

Shihoko Goto is a Washington DC-based journalist who has spent the past 
decade writing about the international political economy, with a focus on 
financial markets. She has written for a number of publications over the 
years including United Press International, the National Journal Group, Dow 
Jones News Service, and the Wall Street Journal. Shihoko holds a BA in 
Modern History from the University of Oxford and and an MA in Political 
Science from Tokyo's Waseda University. Having been raised in Brussels, 
she is fluent in French as well as Japanese, and wishes she had more 
opportunities to improve her German. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

[2]The existence of natural resources can make or break the financial future of a nation, and in 
Papua New Guinea, copper may determine whether a region can gain independence or not after 
decades of conflict. At stake is the possibility of the island of Bougainville breaking away from the 
southwestern Pacific Ocean state, which may be possible should islanders access the financial 
gains from the Panguna mine. 

  

http://copperinvestingnews.com/


 

 

Owned by Bougainville Copper [3] (ASX:BOC [4]), the Panguna mine has produced copper 
concentrate from 1972 until guerillas of the Bougainville Revolutionary Army forced the company 
to suspend operations in 1989. The rebel forces had forced the mine to close as they believed the 
island deserved a greater share of the wealth in addition to greater protection from environmental 
exploitation, but with the recent surge in prices and the race to secure supply of the red metal 
heating up across the globe, Bougainville's political activists are hopeful that the time is ripe to 
reinvest in its resources as a means to gain independence. 

  

The owners of the Panguna mine is itself 54.58 percent owned by Rio Tinto [5] (LSE:RIO [6]), 
while the government of Papua New Guinea has a 19.06 percent shareholding, and public 
shareholders hold the remaining 27.36 percent. At its height, the mine had provided nearly 20 
percent of its annual income according to some estimates. 

  

A referendum on whether or not the island should cede from Papua New Guinea is slated to be 
held between 2015 and 2020, and the possibility of economic self-sufficiency will play a critical 
role in swaying public opinion. As for the distribution of wealth from the mine, Bougainville 
Copper's Chairman Peter Taylor said in an interview with Radio Australia [7] last February that 
the company would ñencourage the landowners and the Bougainville government to set the 
agenda. I would expect that there will be shared ownership in the mineé I think they need to 
have equity in the project so the fortunes of the mines are also the fortunes for them.ò 

  

Yet trust in the company's goodwill may not come easily from some quarters, as the mine 
operators were accused by locals over two decades ago of siding with the government of Papua 
New Guinea against the rebels and supplying them with military equipment to keep the operation 
running. 

  

Whatever the truth may be about the conflict between the Papua New Guinea government and 
rebels, what is clear is that getting the mine back in working condition will not be cheap. Taylor 
said at the company's latest annual general meeting in April that it would cost about $3 billion to 
re-open the mine and the first step to getting it back into operation would be to conduct a pre-
feasibility study. The company will also need to assess the write-offs needed, and Bougainville 
Copper states on its web site that ñas access to the mine site has not been possible, the extent of 
the necessary write-downs is not capable of reliable measurement of estimation.ò The company 
adds that ñit is clear that a major write-down of assets from their pre-closure levels will be 
required. To allow for this future write-down, the directors made a general provision in 1991 for 
deterioration, damage, and pilferage of 350 million kina,ò or over $16 million. 

  

Still, with copper reserves estimated to reach at least $50 billion, the rewards could be 
substantive. 

  

Despite the costs and considerable political risks, Bougainville Copper is far from alone in vying 
to get a foothold on Papua New Guinea's mineral wealth beyond Bougainville's shores. Mineral 
productions account for about a quarter of the nation's gross domestic product, with major mining 
groups including BHP Billiton [8] (ASX:BHP [9]), Harmony Gold [10] (NYSE:HMY [11]), and 
Newcrest Mining [12] (ASX:NCM [13]) as well as Rio Tinto being heavily invested in mines across 
the nation. Moreover, their involvement is expected only to increase as the race for mineral 
resources intensifies, and they are expected to seek out junior mining companies to partner with 
them moving forward. 

  

I, Shihoko Goto, have no direct interests in the companies mentioned in this article. 
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Somare challenges O'Neill to an early election 

  



 

 

The battle of the two prime ministers continues in Papua New Guinea. 

 

A leading member of the Somare camp says Sir Michael is prepared to face a vote of confidence 
in parliament if he is restored as Prime Minister. 

 

That move would trigger an immediate early election, something that many politicians including 
the Peter O'Neill government would not want. 

 

As a fall back position, the Attorney General in the Somare government, Sir Arnold Amet says 
they'll return to the Supreme Court to try to get a new ruling from the judiciary. 

 

Presenter:Firmin Nanol 

Speaker: Sir Arnold Amet, Somare camp Attorney General  

  

  Listen here !   
  

NANOL: In PNG politics, it's the unofficial start to campaigning for the 2012 National elections 
which really kick off in April when the election writs are expected to be issued. 

  

The political impasse and constitutional crisis which occurred in December when the supreme 
court declared that the election of Peter O'Neil on August 2nd 2011 was unconstitutuonal and 
restored Sir Michael Somare as PM continues. 

  

Sir Arnold Amet, who is the Attorney General on Sir Michael Somare's side says Sir Michael is 
the rightful Prime Minister and he is the rightful Attorney General giving the proper legal advice. 

  

He says the parliament-endorsed Peter O'Neil's regime is continuously breaking laws and 
disregarding the rule of law. 

 

AMET: They have purported to reappoint him after the Supreme Court ruled and restore Grand 
Chief Sir Michael by ruling that the positions of the Constitutions that they preported to declare 
the vacancy under, purported to disqualify on the 6th. September under were all wrong and the 
court said Sir Michael was wrongly removed, Peter ONeil was wrongly appointed, Grand Chief is 
as prime minister. It couldn' t be anymore explicit. Its ambigious as Sir Michael is the legitimate 
prime minister and I am the legitimate attorney-general, giving the legal advice to the nation. So 
Peter ONeil what possible legitimacy does he have to continue to hold government. 

 

NANOL: Sir Arnold says the Somare's side will attend the January the 17th Session of 
Parliament, if the Speaker allocates Sir Michael his rightful place. 

  

He says once that happens, then the ONeil's side can move a no confidence against Sir Michael. 

  

But Sir Arnold says a successful no confidence motion will automatically trigger early elections, 
as the law says it cannot be moved 12 months before a next election, which falls this year 2012. 

 

AMET: Where would Sir Michael sit? He is the prime minister, court has restored him explicitly, 
and Peter ONeil and Geoffrey Nape need to recognise it. But we are saying to them and I say so 
now on television with the full authority of Sir Michael and our Caucus. We are willing to go on the 
floor and you can move a motion of no confidence, but you must exceed the ruling of the 
Supreme Court judgement that Sir Michael is the prime minister, we are the executive 
government, then you have the numerical ability that still remains the same, remove the motion of 
no confidence. Peter ONeil, do you have the guts to move that? I dare you. Thats the power you 
have, but we will agree with you, because if we are numerically outnumber, you have the ability to 
move it. But first you must move from Sir Michaels chair as prime minister. Now I think thats what 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2058963.asx


 

 

the nation wants. We are on the eve of election. People want the house to dissolved and 
establish nonsense and go to the polls. We are ready, are you ready? That will happen when 
Peter ONeil vacates the prime ministerial seat, goes to the Opposition. We take our place which 
Sir Michael as the prime minister and if Peter ONeil has the numerical strength, move the Section 
145 motion of no confidence. The result is the house is dissolved, Sir Michael remains in 
executive control and we go to the polls and we can try to bring that forward, thats an 
administrative process, resource the Electoral Commission, give it all the financing necessary. It 
can count for. People want to put the rivalry later. 

 

NANOL: Sir Arnold says the Somare camp will go back to the courts to seek further declaratory 
orders to have the O'Neil team relegated to the Opposition benches. 

  

Parliament resumes in under two weeks at 2pm on January 17th, 2012. 

  

Firmin Nanol-Port Moresby. 

  

  

04.01.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Japanese-built bridge opens in Wakunai for use 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

ONE of the 15 bridges constructed by Japanese construction company Kitano was officially 
commissioned for use by the travelling public last week in Wakunai, Central Bougainville. 

The Iaraka Bridge was officially opened by the ABGôs Minister for Works Carolus Ketsimur and 
witnessed by fellow minister for Local Level Government Reverend Joseph Nopei, the Deputy 
Speaker of Parliament and member for Terra constituency, Robin Wilson, the former member for 
Selau Joseph Watawi, Chief Administrator (Operations) Raymond Masono and Bougainville 
Administration staff. Mr Ketsimur, speaking on behalf of the ABG President and Vice President, 
paid tribute to two of the former ABG presidents the late Joseph Kabui and James Tanis for the 
opportunity given to Patrick Nisira, who was then the Works minister to negotiate funding for the 
construction of the 15 bridges. He said that the construction of the 15 bridges were the single 
most and biggest impact project on Bougainville for the last 15 to 20 years worth K90 million 
involving a foreign contractor from Japan. The Minister also thanked the Japanese Government 
through the construction company Kitano at the same time conveying his sympathy for the lives 
lost during the course of their duties on the construction of the bridges. 

He said the people of Bougainville had great respect for Japan in this partnership program and 
looked forward to a future cordial relations and friendship with the Government and its people 
who were very hardworking, respectable and sincere. 

Mr Ketsimur also thanked the landowners and the villagers and urged the chiefs to take the 
responsibility of looking after the bridges as they would serve their purposes in linking 
businesses, markets and any other activities that would bring peace building as well as other 
developments in the region. 

  

  

03.01.2012 

Source: Papua New Guinea Mine Watch 

 

Bougainville Copper a first class investment opportunity! 

 

Dear Investor, 

 

Like many other securities worldwide, the shares of Bougainville Copper Limited (BCL) suffered a 
lot in 2011. 



 

 

But only a few securities in the world represent such a brilliant perspective like Bougainville 
Copper for the near future. Therefore you should have a look to our homepage www.bougainville-
copper.eu and find out more on an investment in BCL. 

The European Shareholders of Bougainville Copper (ESBC) are proud to provide the most 
complete in-depth information on one of the biggest assets worldwide of copper, gold, silver, 
molybdenum and other dearly needed industrial metals. 

Our homepage reflects Bougainvilleôs problems in the past as it highlights future expectations as 
well. Unmasked! 

You would be negligent if you would miss this unique possibility to inform yourself about one of 
the greatest 2012 investment opportunities. 

Bougainville Copperôs share price might double, even triple its actual value within the next few 
months. Independent experts estimate BCLôs fair value between AUD30 to AUD50 per share! 
The ESBC are more modest: We expect the share price to soar from AUD0.70 to AUD3 only in a 
first step this year. 

Please understand that we do not want to sell our shares to you, we only ask you to find out all 
facts on www.bougainville-copper.eu and to make up your mind. I believe you will be astonished 
to explore a sole homepage from investors for investors that provides a complete overview on an 
interesting investment. 

I wish you a happy and prosperous New Year 2012 and a lot of investment decisions, full of 
wisdom! 

 

Axel G. Sturm 

President 

  

  

03.01.2011 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Somareôs come under probe 

 

Sir Michael Somare and Lady Veronica are among more than 30 public servants who are now 
under the Task Force Sweep Team investigations for money allegedly used in Singapore while 
the Grand Chief was undergoing medical treatment last year. 

The investigation focuses on the use of almost K4 million when Grand Chief Sir Michael was bed 
ridden in a Singapore hospital for three months. Among them is Chris Haiveta, who is now an 
executive in the OôNeill-Namah Government. 

National Planning Minister Sam Basil announced on the eve of the New Year that the Task Force 
sweep team has been handed the confidential list which details the millions of kina money used. 
He said those on the list will soon be called upon to be questioned in the New Year. 

Details of the expenses, according to a report by the Department of Prime Minister and National 
Executive Council show that Grand Chief used about K400,000, Betha Somare, daughter of Sir 
Michael, incurred K192,583.14, while Ms Seke Ua Karingal, Sir Michaelôs personal assistant, 
spent K191,224.81. Next on the list was Lady Veronica Somare who spent K171,825.34, followed 
by Richard Gogo who spent K143,200.09 and Constable John Keai spent K107,594.91. Rodney 
Kamus spent K104,733.79 followed by brother of Sir Michael, Paul Somare with K76,350.60. A 
Mr Tambon Tara spent K76,268.01 while Const. Rodney Eminoni spent K87,081.42 to name a 
few. 

ñThe list has been given to the Task Force sweep team and arrests will soon be made,ò Mr Basil 
said. 

But the Somare-Agiru Government welcomed the investigations and said that those involved 
were ready to face the Task force Sweep team. 

Ms Somare recently defended the allegations saying that Grand Chief Sir Michael was in a sick 
bed and had no input in all the funds used. She also said that the funds were entitlements as Sir 
Michael was the Prime Minister of the day at that time who was also entitled to allowances.  



 

 

Timothy Bonga, the Internal Security Minister in the Somare-Agiru camp said that the Task Force 
Sweep Team should also look into all MPs that went as families including Don Polye, the 
Treasurer now in the OôNeill-Namah Government. 

Rodney Kamus, personal aide to Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare yesterday said: ñI have nothing 
to hide and I welcome any investigation by Mr Basil as all funds used for my travel during Grand 
Chief Sir Michael Somareôs hospitalisation was my entitlements as duty travel in serving the 
Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea and all records are kept. I personally was with the Prime 
Minister for three months along with two body guards and a protocol officer. 

ñGrand Chief Sir Michael Somare is the Prime Minister and like every world leader, is entitled to 
body guards, personal aides, protocol and the list goes on whether he is in the jungles of Bulolo, 
Sahara Desert, New York City or in the hospital as is the case. Officers who are with him or her 
are given an allowance to look after themselves whilst doing their duties of serving the Prime 
Minister.  

ñI personally challenge Mr Sam Basil to come out publicly and state his entitlements as Member 
of Parliament for Bulolo and purportedly Minister for National Planning,òMr Kamus said. 

 

 

03.01.2011 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Bougainville to get funds 

 

BOUGAINVILLEôS first K100 million from the promised K500 million allocated in the 2012 
National Budget, may be given quarterly to avoid misuse, the Government of the OôNeill-Namah 
announced. 

Plans and measures are now underway to help Bougainville use the first K100million from the 
K500million allocated in the 2012 Budget in a reputable manner, according to the National 
Planning and Finance offices. 

Last month Chief Secretary to the National Government Manasupe Zurenuoc expressed 
concerns over the funds adding that he wanted the best for the people of Bougainville and urged 
the leaders of Bougainville to use the money as earmarked. 

Zurenuoc said that the funds were earmarked for major infrastructure and impact projects 
specifically the roads on Bougainville.  

He said it was the Governmentôs responsibility to see that these funds were used in a way the 
bulk of Bougainville population benefited and that Government services rendered accordingly 
using these allocation. But last week, National Planning Minister Sam Basil sounded that the 
Government may firm up measures to disburse the first K25 million quarterly, and the next funds 
released upon acquittals. 

The Government is aware of reports from Government auditors that records of multi-million kina 
funds earmarked for projects on Bougainville have not been used as per the requirements and 
that is why they wanted to make a change in the New Year to held Bougainville use that much 
money and develop the whole of Bougainville for the sake of the population and the children of 
the region. 

  

  

03.01.2011 

Source: The National 

 

Bougainville farmers urged to aid recovery work  

By STEPHANIE ELIZHA 

 

COCOA and coconut smallholder farmers in Bougainville have been challenged to support the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) in its economic recovery by working hard to 
develop other small scale industries. 



 

 

The challenge was issued by Bougainville Acting President Patrick Nisira in a statement released 
last week for the official opening of Iraka Bridge, in Central Bougainville, today. 

Iraka Bridge is part of a K90 million government of Japan funded project to build 15 bridges 
between North and Central Bougainville. 

The project began last year by contracted road construction company Kitano, which was 
commended for working within the project deadline of two years as evident by seven of the 15 
bridges now being used. 

Nisira said with these bridges open, there was no excuse for individuals to expect free 
government help. 

He said the bridges would boost the Bougainville culture of doing business by giving access to 
markets and developing Bougainvilleans to actively take part in peace-building, reconciliation and 
living in harmony. 

ñDo not wait for handouts as there may not be any and there is a risk that you will miss your 
opportunity by waiting and you can wait forever for handout that will not come your way,ò Nisira 
said. 

He urged local communities to take the opportunity to start slowly and progress in time to build 
their own business to generate income for their families. 

ñI humbly ask the community near these bridges to please look after the bridges well as it is a 
vital link for all the people of Bougainville. 

ñIt must unite us as one people and make us be part of our society,ò he said. 

He said the ABG intended to continue with the bridge programme to South Bougainville and 
negotiate the sealing of the highway from Kokopau to Central and South Bougainville. 

  

  

01.01.2012 

Source: ESBC Research / ASX Sydney 

 

ASX stockmarket is closed on January 2nd, 2012. 

First trading in 2012: Tuesday January 3rd, 2012! 

  

 Click here for trading calenders from Sydney and 
Frankfurt !  

  

  

01.01.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

New Year Quiet 

by Aloysius Laukai 

  

Buka police have reported a trouble-free New Year in Buka town. 

New Dawn fm visited on duty policemen at the police station and they said thst Buka town was 
quiet despite the small bangings of objects by town residents at 12midnight last night 

New Dawn Fm noted that at 12midnight there was heavy downpour which dispersed possible 
outdoor parties last night. 

The downpour was seen by some as showers of blessings for the new year.  

  

  

01.01.2012 

Source: ESBC 
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Bougainville News Book 2011 online now !  Click here ! 

  

  

  

01.01.2012 

Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

New Dawn upgrade 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Workmen ready to work on New Dawn FM upgrading on New Year 2012. 

Listeners can get the stereo signals again around Buka island and northern tip of mainland 
Bougainville.  
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News 02.2012 

   

 Today, Bougainville Copper securities 

should have a realistic minimum value of 

AUD 2.50 per share !  

 Find out more about the fair value of BOC shares! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

29.02.2012 

Source: PNGindustrynews 

 

Another Bougainville rumour spree 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Copper shares surged on Monday on the back of rumours there could be a 
Papua New Guinea government ñbreakthroughò to help reopen the long-troubled Panguna 
copper-gold mine. 

 

Panguna was the worldôs fourth-largest copper mine in the months before it closed in 1989 and 
had produced 9 million ounces of gold and 3 million tonnes of copper from 1972. 

While memories of the civil war which gripped Bougainville Island become more distant, rising 
copper prices have underpinned the complex effort to possibly redevelop and reopen the giant 
open cut mine.  

On Monday, Bougainville Copper shares closed up 17%, while they have since closed down 3% 
to 91c yesterday after the Rio Tinto subsidiaryôs replies to an ASX price query revealed it had no 
clue why its shares soared.  

Yet Andorra-based European Shareholders of Bougainville Copper president Axel Sturm had 
some possible answers.  

He told PNGIndustryNews.net there were unconfirmed rumours that the next Joint Supervisory 
Board and National Executive Council (PNG cabinet) meeting will take place on March 23-25 in 
Bougainville.  

ñIt may deliver a breakthrough in re-opening the mine,ò Sturm said.  

ñI think that there is very positive development backstage.ò 

The ESBC is also advocating that shareholders place put options on their Bougainville Copper 
shares at a high price of $A25-30 each for sale to help prevent ñcustody banksò from using them 
for ñunauthorised lending to short sellersò.  

The Frankfurt stock exchange has become the leading stock market for trading these shares and 
the preliminary Bougainville Copper annual report is expected next week.  

A key and longstanding hurdle to reopening the Panguna mine is gathering the support of 
community landowners.  

There were around 600 landowners or landowner representatives of the 1980 compensation 
agreement for the mine ï providing plenty of scope for differences of opinion. 

Rio Tinto owns around 54% of Bougainville Copper while the PNG government owns about 19%.  

  

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/bcl-fair-value-5.html


 

 

  

  

29.02.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

Political impasse continues in PNG 

 

Its dubbed "the land of the unexpected" and Papua New Guinea's politicians have certainly lived 
up to that reputation over the past few months. 

 

Political impasse continues in PNG (Credit: ABC) Since December two men have claimed the 
Prime Minister's job, one with the support of parliament, the other initially backed by the courts. 

 

Last month the division led to a brief military mutiny. 

 

But still both Peter O'Neill and Sir Michael Somare squabble over political power. 

 

Presenter:Sean Dorney, Australia Network's Pacific Correspondent 

 

Speaker:Belden Namah, PNG Deputy Prime Minister; Sir Michael Somare, Supreme Court 
Reinstated Prime Minister; Peter O'Neill, Parliament Elected Prime Minister; Jeffery Nape, 
Speaker December 14th 2011; Paul Barker, Director, PNG Institute of National Affairs; Dame 
Carol Kidu ,PNG Opposition Leader; Sam Abal, PNG Deputy Opposition Leader; Ian Kemish, 
Australian High Commissioner to PNG 

  

  Listen here !   
 

DORNEY:These were the guns used in the half day mutiny in Papua New Guinea in late January 
when disgruntled soldiers joined a retrenched Colonel in an abortive attempt to take control of the 
military and reinstate Sir Michael Somare as Prime Minister. 

 

Soldiers will as of today be given amnesty. Nobody will be dealt with by the law! 

 

DORNEY:The Deputy Prime Minister in the Government elected by the Parliament, Belden 
Namah, is a former soldier. He spent two-and-a-half years in prison for mutiny in the aftermath of 
the military revolt in 1997 that terminated the proposed use of mercenaries from Africa to try to 
end the Bougainville conflict. He was later given a full pardon. 

 

NAMAH: I told the soldiers of 1st Battalion and the soldiers who were involved in the recent 
mutiny that it's not easy. 'You must not listen to politicians. You must not listen to self-centred 
people who will lure you to committing that kind of offence because at the end of the day when 
you are charged for mutiny you'll be left on your own. Your families will be the ones to suffer the 
most.' And I continued to remind them that I am a living testimony of that kind of exercise that 
was done. 

 

DORNEY: It was in August last year that Sir Michael Somare's nine year old Government fell 
apart when he was in hospital in Singapore for months undergoing a series of major heart 
operations. He was in a coma when his son, Arthur, also an MP, announced his father would 
retire. 

 

SOMARE: Supreme Court Reinstated Prime Minister 

 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/political-impasse-continues-in-png?autoplay=408630


 

 

Arthur was thinking that I was, I was very sick. And he said there could be a possibility of my 
retiring early. 

 

DORNEY:I told Sir Michael that he was looking remarkably well considering how close to death 
everybody thought he had been. 

 

SOMARE: 

 

Yes, yes. It's a big operation, my friend. You know it! (Laughs) 

 

DORNEY:The PNG Parliament elected Peter O'Neill as Prime Minister. But then in December the 
Supreme Court ruled in a split three-two decision that proper procedure had not been followed 
and Sir Michael remained Prime Minister. However, Prime Minister O'Neill has the overwhelming 
support of Parliament - a bigger majority, he says, than Australia's Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. 

 

O'Neill:We don't have a majority of one. We have a majority of close to 50. If anyone doubts that 
kind of mandate all they have to do is come and visit our Parliament. So we are in charge of the 
executive government, we are in charge of the public service, we are in charge of the Treasuries 
and the Police Force and the security forces of our country. So our Government did not go out 
there and try to take control of government by barrel of gun. Now, Somare has done that. 

 

DORNEY: The O'Neill Government used its numbers to dismiss Sir Michael from Parliament 
citing his absence from three consecutive sittings. 

 

NAPE: Parliament having effectively removed the former Prime Minister. He is now an ordinary 
person. 

 

SOMARE: Supreme Court Reinstated Prime Minister 

 

And Mr O'Neill has a lot to answer for. He has to answer, 'Why are they doing this?' He has to 
answer to the people of East Sepik. First, people of East Sepik, he went and used the Parliament 
to put me out of the Member for East Sepik, duly elected. Nine consecutive Parliaments I have 
been elected to that seat. Nine Parliaments! Not one that I missed out on. Got re-elected. No. 
You know it! I came in '68 and I stayed put! 

 

DORNEY: Amid rowdy scenes in Parliament, Sir Michael tried to serve the Speaker with the 
Supreme Court decision. 

 

SOMARE:We are Members of Parliament. We are coming in! 

 

NAMAH: A stranger. There is a stranger in the House. Stanger! Stranger! Stranger! (Yelling) He's 
a stranger. He's no longer a Member of Parliament! 

 

SOMARE:Contempt of court. You are in contempt of court! 

 

BARKER:The wider public support, you'd have to say, would be over the past months is with the 
Belden Namah/O'Neill team. 

 

DORNEY: Paul Barker is the Director of the privately funded PNG Think-tank, the Institute of 
National Affairs. 

 

BARKER: But there is a strong public sympathy for Somare and a feeling, 'Well, look, this is 
unfair of him, on him to be particularly removed as a Member of Parliament.' But the public 
doesn't want their sympathy or even their feeling that maybe he is even the rightful Prime 



 

 

Minister, they don't want that to go as far as seeing soldiers coming out into the streets and 
risking public, public safety. 

 

DORNEY:The attempted military mutiny disturbed former Somare supporters like his Community 
Affairs Minister who is now the Opposition Leader, Dame Carol Kidu. 

 

KIDU:And I said, 'Look, I'm very uncomfortable with this. I don't want to be associated with it. I'm 
sorry but I'm going to distance myself.' 

 

DORNEY:One of those who had been most loyal to Sir Michael - the man he left in charge as 
Acting Prime Minister when he went to Singapore, Sam Abal, has quit Sir Michael's National 
Alliance Party. 

 

ABAL:The party, obviously, seems to be breaking up. My relationship with the Grand Chief and 
Sir Michael is OK. You know, I've a good working relationship with him. And it was a bit of a sad 
affair for me to inform him that I will have to be going on because I cannot work with the 
executives and other people there. 

 

DORNEY: Not everything is going the way of Prime Minister O'Neill's Government. One of his 
Ministers has just been suspended and is facing a Leadership Tribunal on charges of alleged 
misconduct in office. Another Minister had his house raided and the police found hundreds of 
rounds of ammunition. On the other side, Arthur Somare, Sir Michael's son, is also been 
suspended from Parliament and he, too, is also facing a Leadership Tribunal for alleged 
misconduct in office. 

 

DORNEY:Sir Michael, now 76, says he had intended to retire this year but he's so angry at what 
has happened he's reconsidering. 

 

SOMARE:I was looking forward to 2012 but if people think that they can easily use the Parliament 
numbers to get rid of me that easily, I have a second thought. Because the East Sepik people 
would think similar. Already they're talking in terms of getting me back in Parliament. But, as I 
said, we're waiting for the Court decision to take its course and we'll wait. 

 

DORNEY: The PNG Supreme Court is dealing with a dozen cases arising from the Constitutional 
crisis. 

 

BARKER:The problem is they are all going back to the Constitution as if it's a sort of complete 
bible which spells out every possible scenario. And, of course, it doesn't. So they're left then with 
judges and Parliament itself trying to adjudicate or trying to read within the words when the words 
are not, cannot describe and prescribe everything. So, hence, clearly the difficulty that the judges 
had. And the difficulty that everyone else has had. And the field day that the lawyers have had. 

 

DORNEY: Australia's High Commissioner, Ian Kemish, has been advising Canberra that any high 
profile attempt to broker a resolution could have unintended consequences. 

 

KEMISH: I'd argue that while there have been some troubling developments over the last few 
months these developments have also underlined some positive things about the capacity of 
certain key Papua New Guinean institutions - and I mean particularly the PNG Defence Force 
and the PNG Police to manage themselves in a mature, responsible and non political way. 

 

BARKER:Well, PNG must be one of the only places in the world where you can have, effectively, 
call it what you will, a mutiny, you can have had changes, battles within the courts, all kinds of 
scenarios that have been fairly rough and ready and yet, where the Kina has been going up. So 
even when Standard and Poors reduced the credit ratings agency, the ratings for the country the 
Kina went on going up. So the markets, especially the investors that have been long established 
in PNG tend to take account of a PNG factor: certain idiosyncrasies, yes, squabbling for power, 



 

 

votes of no confidence. By and large, investors don't worry that much about changes of 
government so long as the policies don't change. 

 

DORNEY: Papua New Guinea is due to go to the polls in the coming months for its eighth, 
uninterrupted democratic elections since Independence. The former Acting Prime Minister says 
he's expecting a record number of Independents to win. 

 

ABAL: As you know it's more personalities than policies and so it's not really clear on how they 
will vote. I think there will be a lot more Independents coming out because of that confusion. 

 

NAMAH:Sean, you have been in Papua New Guinea. How many times do the Australians, media 
say, 'There will be bloodshed. There will be trouble in Papua New Guinea during elections.' And 
how many times we have proven them wrong. And we will continue to prove them wrong. 

 

DORNEY: For the Papua New Guinea public it seems the elections cannot come soon enough. 
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Source: ESBC 

 

Simply the best! 

by Axel G. Sturm 

 

As a subsidiary of Rio Tinto who themselves traditionally practice an extreme 
restrictive communications policy, Bougainville Copper Limited has always run 
the same way.  Today, BCLôs comments in the 2011 Preliminary Final Report 
have to be considered as sensational. Never ever BCL made such promising 
statements before. Please read here, this what they disclose: 

  

ñThe past year has given Bougainville Copper more reason for optimism about the future 
of the company than any year out of the previous twenty. 

  

There are several activities underway that can positively assist the company in making a 
return to profitable operations. 

  

The most beneficial change has been the momentum developing from the Panguna 
landowners and other Bougainvilleansô focus on re-development agenda. The relationship 
between President John Momis, his government, and Bougainville Copperôs board and 
management remains cordial and engaged, including the invitation for company 
representatives to make further visits. 

  

The PNG National government has publicly acknowledged the companyôs ongoing 
rightsunder the Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA). Bougainville Copperôs major 
shareholder, Rio Tinto, has confirmed its commitment to exploration and investment in 
Papua New Guinea, a commitment to the development of PNG that has been ongoing for 
half a century. 



 

 

  

Several studies have been initiated that will underpin both the re-negotiation of the 
Bougainville Copper Agreement, and the feasibility modeling planned by the company.ò 

 

These statements make easily forget the losses that were accumulated ï well 
of course ï due to the international financial crises. Nevertheless, Bougainville 
Copper Limited remains a company without any debts! 

  

  

28.02.2012 

Source: Bougainville Copper Limited 

 

Preliminary Final Report 2011 Published! 

 

BCL company secretary Paul Coleman published today the 2011 prliminary final report. 

  

  Please read here !   
  

  

  

28.02.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Security firm denies receiving payment  
By Fabian Gatana 

 

A SECURITY manager in Buka has denied receiving money from Rabaul Shipping owner Peter 
Sharp to free his ships. 

Owner of Hasaka Security Services Gerry Sawa said allegations that he had received K300,000 
from Sharp were not true. 

The misinformation led to a confrontation between Sawaôs guards and ex-combatants who are 
holding three ships owned by Sharp. 

Mr Sawa, said his security firm was engaged to provide security for the manageress of Rabaul 
Shipping in Buka. 

He also said that rumours that Mr Sharp had purchased a new vehicle for the firm were also not 
true. 

Mr Sawa said that his firm was engaged by Rabaul Shipping Buka purely to provide security 
services when Buka Police personnel upon request could not provide adequate protection for the 
manageress. 

He said that the incident that occurred on Friday was a direct result of these speculations . 

He said he had been asked by the manageress to help retrieve the Rabaul Shipping vehicle 
which was also being held by those that had taken over the vessels. 

He said initially, he had no intention of involving himself or his security firm with matters relating to 
the vessels being held at the Buka Wharf but acted only after Buka Police had trouble retrieving 
the vehicle.  

He said his attempt to retrieve the company vehicle must have sent a wrong message to ex-
combatants resulting in shots being fired on Friday afternoon. 

Respecting the rule of law, Mr Sawa voluntarily handed over a high powered firearm which he 
had in his possession to Buka Police and said that it was now up to the ex-combatants guarding 
the vessels to give up theirs. 

He said his security firm was there to provide safety and security to the people of Bougainville 
and were not involved in taking bribes to provide their services to the people.  

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/BCL_Dokumente/20120228_Preliminary_Final_Report_2011.pdf
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Women Today...  

Nasioi women demand action 

 

Under the blistering Bougainville sun, they quietly gathered outside the district local level 
government office.  

First there was a handful, and then the numbers increased as more women took up their 
positions holding a large banner that read: ñMipela ol mama bilong North Nasioi Inter-Church i 
laikim tru bai Gavman i mekim hariap ol dispela samting: Primary School Teachers Institute, 
Secondary School Institute. Attention: Hon President, Hon Minister for Education.ò  

Women from other regions of Bougainville also gathered with their sisters demanding a decent 
passenger vessel for Bougainville as another request besides the demand for ABG to establish 
learning institutions in Bougainville. 

This was the scene last Friday as women staged a peaceful march, many dressed in black as a 
sign of mourning for the loss of Bougainvilleans on the recent MV Rabaul Queen ferry sinking. 

They presented their petition to the local members and Ministers in the ABG. The march was 
organised by the North Nasioi Inter-Church Womenôs group who were concerned about the 
recent tragic sinking which claimed many lives of Bougainvillean students travelling to schools 
and colleges on mainland Papua New Guinea.  

Among other things, the petition called for immediate establishment of teacher training institutes 
in Bougainville, one for primary school teachers and another one for secondary school teachers. 
The women also made a strong request for a university to set up in Bougainville so that students 
can complete their studies on the island. 

The tearful mothers carried placards and chanted the ñPatuaiò a traditional farewell chant, and 
marched along the main streets of Arawa past the main market to the Marimari Church where 
they were received by the Minister for Primary Industry and Member for North Nasioi in the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government, Nicholas Darku.  

Other ABG Ministers and Members there were David Sisito, Veteran Affairs Minister and Mining 
Minister Michael Oni. 

Evelyn Banas one of the speakers said: ñI think it is time to call on God because he has a 
message for us and I believe the ABG has got that message.ò  

She said there were many students who lost their lives in the tragedy. Some of these students 
are being orphaned as well. 

She said most already orphaned here in ARB and coupled with financial problems often took the 
easy way out by taking the cheapest transport available to get to a place of study. 

Mrs Banas also asked ABG to provide scholarship for the top students in the region. 

Other women like Ludwina Dake, Mary Koren and Regina Nigu asked those who were still 
holding guns to get rid of them and called on the landowners to allow the government to establish 
schools and other institutions on the land for the good of everyone in Bougainville.  

They also asked the government to immediately carryout a repatriation program for care centre 
residents who were initially settled by the government at Arawa.  

This is so that the houses they were occupying could become available for government workers 
to move in once they were vacated. 

Minister Darku welcomed the petition and told the women that these issues were not just for the 
leaders to look into.  

These issues cover all of Bougainville and not just people of North Nasioi or Central Bougainville.  

He asked for support to deal with them.  

He added that it was quite unfortunate that this tragedy happened but has opened our eyes.  

The Minister accepted the petition from the women on behalf of the ABG. 
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ESBC press release 20120227_EN 

  

ESBC declare war on short selling!  

 

ñWe want to stop fraudulent manipulation in BOC/BOU1 shares,ò said the President of the 
European Shareholders of Bougainville Copper (ESBC), Axel G. Sturm, on Monday in Andorra. 
ñTherefore we ask all shareholders of Bougainville Copper (BCL) to put their shares at a high 
price (AUD 25 to AUD 30) for sale! This will prevent custody banks from using these shares for 
un-authorized lending to short sellers!ò 

 

ñShort selling generated huge losses in Bougainville Copper shares within the last yearò, says Mr. 
Sturm, ñAs a result  of short selling the share price plunged under AUD 1 since January 2011. 
This happened although all news flow from Bougainville had been very positive during that 
period. The green light for re-opening our Panguna mine is a question of a couple of months only. 
ñ 

 

Bougainville Copper shares are supposed to have a fair value of AUD 30 to AUD 50. The exact 
price ï of course ï depends on the actual market prices of copper, gold, silver and molybdenum. 
On the other hand BCL is highly vulnerable to market manipulation: Less than 30 percent of BCL 
are in free float. (the international mining giant Rio Tinto owns 54 percent and the state of Papua 
New Guinea 19 percent 
http://www.buysellsignals.net/BuySellSignals/report/Australia/Stock/Daily/Html/deskboard/368.ht
ml). 

  

Please find out more about the European shareholderôs (ESBC) claim in the text below: 

 

Stop Share Price Manipulation - now!  

Please support us! Youôve got the Power!  

 

For several months now the share price of Bougainville Copper Limited (BOC/BOU1) has been 
pushed down heavily by short sellers: Since the beginning of 2011 it has been more than 60 
percent after all! This is despite the fact that todayôs news flow from Bougainville is more 
promising than ever. The Australian Securities Exchange ASX has reacted to this by improving 
short selling rules.  Since August 23rd, 2011 no more short selling in BOC shares was reported. 

 

This ñbanò, however, is undermined by U.S. and other traders and successfully circumvented. 
Background: A majority of the stocks held by private investors is deposited with custodian banks. 
They register those shares in the share register (under so-called custodian banks) who then lend 
on our shares for short sales against a fee without the ownerôs knowledge. 

 

In this context even the ASX is powerless because this business is conducted in a semi-legal but 
grey area and therefore very difficult to prove. There are only two ways to prevent that our shares 
will be used for unauthorized short selling. The first is a nominated entry in the Bougainville 
Copper register. The second is a sell order that will block the shares for on- lending. 

 

However, since the entry into the register of shareholders is boycotted by the overwhelming 
number of custodians in order to maintain this revenue stream, the last resort that remains is to 



 

 

place a sell order with an extraordinary high limit. This limit should be as high as possible so that 
the probability of an actual sale is highly unlikely. However, should your shares get sold at a 
hype, because some short sellers are forced to cover themselves (unlimited), you would have 
made a sensational deal. For you, this action is entirely without risk. On the contrary, with a bit of 
luck you are set to make a very nice profit! 

 

Please support us in our fight against such improper dealings of those banks! If possible 
put up all your shares for sale at a price between AUD 25 and AUD 30 (which is currently the 
highest ASK in the Sydney order book!). For European investors (Frankfurt) sale prices should 
bebetween EUR 20 and EUR 25! 

 

It is completely irrelevant whether you hold very few or a fair number of BOC shares! It is 
essential that no more BOC shares will be lent on and subsequently that particular market 
will dry up. This is all that counts! 

 

Do not be put off by your broker or banker, arguing that the order could not be executed because 
the price is too far off the current actual price. This is nonsense! The ASK of AUD 29.90 and AUD 
30 in Sydney are the best proof! In addition: As a stock owner, you can demand any price you 
would be prepared to sell at! 

 

Please ensure that your sell order is valid for as long as possible and will be extended 
continuously! Please make absolutely sure that your shares will be put up as a ñlimited sell 
orderò! 

 

This does not commit you to anything! Should you wish to sell your shares for a lower price at a 
later date, you can always change your sell order accordingly!  

 

 

ESBC press release 20120227_GE 

  

ESBC: Kriegserklärung an Shortseller!  

 

ñWir sind fest entschlossen, der Kursmanipulation bei Bougainville Copper (BCL) Aktien 
den Garaus zu machen,ò erklªrte der Prªsident der europªischen Aktionªre von 
Bougainville Copper (ESBC), Axel G. Sturm, am Montag in Andorra. ñDeshalb fordern wir 
alle BCL Aktionäre auf, ihre Aktien zu einem hohen Preis von AUD 25 bis AUD 30 (EUR 20 
bis EUR 25) zum Verkauf zu stellen. Dies wird die Lagerstellen und die Custodian Banken 
davon abhalten, Aktien die ihnen nicht gehºren unautorisiert an Shortseller zu verleihen!ò 

 

ñLeerverkªufe haben den  Aktionären der Bougainville Copper Limited (Börsenkürzel 
BOC/BOU1) innerhalb der letzten 12 Monate massive Verluste eingefahren,ò sagt Sturm, 
ñvor allem Shortseller waren daf¿r verantwortlich. Die Aktie st¿rzte von EUR 1.50 zeitweise 
auf unter EUR 0.60. Und das obwohl sich die Nachrichtenlage stets verbesserte und der 
Startschuss  zur Wiedereröffnung der Pangunamine wohl innerhalb der nächsten Monate 
fallen wird.ñ   

 

Das Fairvalue von Bougainville Copper Aktien wird derzeit mit EUR 25 bis EUR 45 
errechnet. Ein exakter Preis ist selbstverständlich abhängig von den jeweiligen 
Weltpreisen für Kupfer, Gold, Silber und Molybdän. Die Bougainville Copper Aktie ist 
wegen ihres geringen Freefloats (nur knapp 30%) sehr anfällig für Marktmanipulationen. 
Hauptaktionäre von Bougainville Copper Limited sind Rio Tinto (54%) und der Staat Papua 
Neuguinea 19% . 

  

Lesen Sie nachstehend den Aufruf der European Shareholders (ESBC) im Wortlaut: 

  



 

 

Stoppen Sie die Manipulation der Aktienkurse ï 
jetzt!  

Bitte helfen Sie uns! Sie haben die Macht! 

 

Seit mehreren Monaten wurden die Kurse  von Bougainville Copper Limited massiv von 
Leerverkäufern  nach unten gedrückt: Seit Anfang 2011 immerhin um mehr als 60 Prozent! Und 
das obwohl die Nachrichten aus Bougainville  heute besser sind,  denn je sind. Die australische 
Börse ASX  hat darauf reagiert, indem sie offensichtlich Leerverkäufe in BOC Aktien ab dem 23. 
August 2011  unterbunden hat. 

 

Diese Regelung wird allerdings von U.S. amerikanischen und anderen Tradern unterlaufen und 
erfolgreich ausgehebelt.  Hintergrund: Ein Großteil des Aktienbesitzes von Privatinvestoren liegt 
in Lagerstätten und erscheinen dann im Aktienregister unter sogenannten Custodian Banken und 
andere, von denen dann Ihre Aktien ohne Ihr Wissen gegen Gebühr für Leerverkäufe verliehen 
werden. Dagegen ist sogar die ASX machtlos, da  dieses Geschäft in einer rechtlichen Grauzone 
abgewickelt wird und nur sehr schwer nachweisbar ist. Es gibt zwei  Möglichkeiten,  zu 
unterbinden, dass Ihr Aktienbesitz für unautorisierte Leerverkäufe genutzt wird. Die Erste ist ein 
namentlicher Eintrag in das Bougainville Copper Aktionärsregister. Die Zweite ist  eine 
Verkaufsorder, die automatisch die Aktien für den Verleih blockiert.  

 

Da aber der Eintrag ins Aktionärsregister von der überwiegenden Anzahl der Lagerstätten und 
Banken boykottiert wird, um sich so eine zusätzliche Einnahmequelle zu sichern, bleibt nur noch 
eine hoch limitierte Verkaufsorder als ultima ratio. Diese sollte möglichst so hoch limitiert sein, 
dass die Wahrscheinlichkeit eines Verkaufes des eigenen Aktienbesitzes eher unwahrscheinlich 
ist. Sollten allerdings Ihre Aktien dennoch bei einem Hype verkauft werden, weil einige 
Leerverkäufer gezwungen sind, sich unlimitiert einzudecken, haben Sie ein sensationelles 
Geschäft gemacht. Für Sie ist diese Aktion vollkommen risikolos. Im Gegenteil: Mit etwas Glück 
machen Sie sogar einen tollen Gewinn! 

 

Bitte unterstützen Sie uns deshalb in unserem Kampf gegen unlautere Machenschaften 
solcher Banken ! Stellen Sie möglichst alle Ihre Aktien zu einem Preis zwischen AUD 25 und 
AUD 30 (das ist das derzeit höchste ASK im Orderbuch in Sydney!!!) zum Verkauf. Für 
europäische Investoren in Frankfurt empfehlen wir Verkaufspreise  zwischen 20 EUR  und 25 
EUR!  

 

Dabei ist es vollkommen unerheblich, ob Sie nun sehr wenige oder aber sehr viele BOC  Aktien 
besitzen! Wesentlich ist nur, dass keine BOC Aktien mehr verliehen werden können und dieser 
spezielle Verleihmarkt ausgetrocknet wird. Einzig das zählt! 

 

Lassen Sie sich nicht von Ihrem Broker oder Bankberater mit dem Argument abspeisen, die 
Order könne nicht eingestellt werden, weil sie zu weit vom derzeitig aktuellen Kurs entfernt sei. 
Das ist barer Unsinn! Das ASK von AUD 29.90 und AUD 30 in Sydney sind der beste Beweis! 
Zudem: Als Aktienbesitzer können Sie jeden Preis fordern, zu dem Sie verkaufen wollen! 

 

Achten Sie bitte darauf, dass Ihre Verkaufsorder so lange wie möglich gültig ist und 
gegebenenfalls stets verlängert wird! Achten Sie bitte peinlichst darauf, dass Ihre Aktien nur 
limitiert zum Verkauf gestellt werden!  

 

Das verpflichtet Sie zu nichts! Sollten Sie Ihre Aktien zu einem späteren Zeitpunkt billiger 
verkaufen wollen, können Sie jederzeit Ihre Verkaufsorder entsprechend abändern! 

  

  

  

27.02.2012 
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Surprise ! 

 

The share price of Bougainville Copper in Sydney soared 22.5 percent on Monday. This was 
shortly after ESBC President Axel G. Sturm announced an important price relevant press release 
for Monday evening. 

  

Market Depth for BOUGAINVILLE COPPER 

as at 1:18:06 PM Monday, February 27, 2012 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Trade Summary - Status 

Last Change % Volume Trades Open High Low 

0.980 0.180  22.50 42,232 28 0.920 0.980 0.920 

Last Traded 288 @ 0.98 - 12:46:17 
 

 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Market Depth 

BOC Buyers 

Level Buy Quantity Price 
 

1 3 26,768 0.925 
 

2 1 2,000 0.850 
 

3 1 7,000 0.785 
 

4 1 13,000 0.780 
 

5 1 1,907 0.760 
 

6 1 10,000 0.750 
 

7 1 9,962 0.745 
 

8 2 13,572 0.720 
 

9 1 8,580 0.710 
 

10 1 12,000 0.690 
 

11 1 6,000 0.675 
 

12 1 25,000 0.655 
 

13 1 10,000 0.650 
 

14 1 5,000 0.630 
 

15 1 1,666 0.600 
 

16 1 3,000 0.590 
 

17 1 10,000 0.525 
 

 

BOC Sellers 

Price Quantity Sell Level 
 

0.980 335 1 1 
 

0.990 9,301 2 2 
 

0.995 100,000 1 3 
 

1.050 5,000 1 4 
 

1.200 30,000 1 5 
 

12.000 5,000 1 6 
 

16.390 15,000 1 7 
 

18.000 5,000 1 8 
 

18.650 35,000 1 9 
 

20.000 68,026 1 10 
 

24.000 5,000 1 11 
 

29.900 400,000 1 12 
 

30.000 268,000 3 13 
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MA to depend independence for Bougainville 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

BOUGAINVILLE MPS who win a ticket to the PNG parliament under Melanesian Alliance will 
demand nothing more than full independence from PNG. 

Former Autonomous Region of Bougainville vice president Joe Watawi announced this at the 
weekend. 



 

 

Mr Watawi is aiming to contest the Bougainville regional seat held by Fidelis Semoso. 

Mr Watawi said the MA they are now forming will be a new MA with new goals and objectives. 

ñSince it is the first political party involving a lot of Bougainville politicians like the current 
president John Momis, we will have one ultimate goal and that is independence for Bougainville.ò 
ñWe will do it the professional way and get independence through politics,ò Mr Watawi said. 

Joining Watawi is former Bougainville education advisor Anthony Tsora for the North Bougainville 
seat. 

Interim chairman and former PNG Shorncliffe boss Esebius Omi said MA is an original 
Bougainville Party and will surely have a lot of support. 

In a meeting last Thursday, former members who registered showed up with their ID cards issued 
to them. 

The membership cost K2. 

Mr Tsora said the only member of MA in the National Parliament is Opposition Leader Dame 
Carol Kidu. 

ñThe only existing member for MA is the Opposition Leader Dame Carol Kidu and I know for sure 
a lot of women will be supporting this party because it has now re-emerged and the whole of 
Bougainville feels that it is their party,ò Mr Tsora said. 

Melanesian Alliance through accurate research and observations by many political analysts will 
be the right party to enhance the relationship between Bougainville and Papua New Guinea, and 
it is the party that has involved a lot of indigenous Bougainvilleans and not only the rich and 
prominent ones who have money, MA is truly the grass roots party. 

According to interim chairman Esebius Omi, fundraisings are already underway and the first 
meeting will be tomorrow. 
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New health plan 

 

BOUGAINVILLE has a new health plan that will focus on developing a strong and sustainable 
approach to community health care. 

The Bougainville Healthy Communities Program (BHCP) is an initiative of the Health Division of 
the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG), which emphasises on preventive health care. 

It is funded by the New Zealand Government at more than K1.2 million through the Leprosy 
Mission New Zealand. 

ABG First Secretary for health, Amato Sahoto said BHCP will strengthen the heath care system 
on a broader perspective, and provide adequate and necessary health education for villages. 

ñThis program is cheap, and people owned and will reach out to the villages. It will educate 
people to practice hygiene and prevent them from getting sick.ò he said.  

The program started in 2005, said Mr Sahoto. 

It is now in its second phase and is well established in five key districts. It will move progressively 
into the remaining districts of Bougainville before it ends in 2014.  

Moreover, the project supports Bougainville to develop sustainable village owned and run 
community health programs, so villagers take responsibility for their own health and well being. 

Mr Sahoto said that the program will link the villages into the formal government health 
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Buka locals query COE 

 



 

 

THE people of Buka in Bougainville have raised concerns why the second arm of the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government - the Council of Elders (COE) has remained dormant. 

These concerns were raised following the councilôs failure to deliver services and implement 
projects in the six constituencies of Buka district. 

According to Chairman of the Buka District Chairman Conference Romeo Tohiana, he said that 
there are insufficient funds that should assist the work of the Council of Elders. 

He said COE has an annual budget of K40, 500 from the Local Level Government, however 
these funds still is not enough. 

ñWith the funding we receive each year, it still cannot cater for the many established projects.  

This year we have requested ABG to increase the funding because we want to carry out these 
projects.ò he said. 
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Gunshots exchanged over alleged payment 

 

REPEATED gunshots were exchanged in Buka town following disagreements over an alleged 
cash payment made by Rabaul Shipping owner Peter Sharp for the release of his vessels held in 
captive by ex-combatants. 

Ex-combatants last Friday exchanged gunshots in a heated argument with a security firm owner 
(named) and his employees. 

The ex-combatants have been holding three Queen ships, MV Solomon Queen, Kopra 1 and 
Kopra 2, all owned by Rabaul Shipping since the Feb 2 sinking of the Rabaul Queen with loss of 
lives off the coast of Finschhafen in Morobe. 

Shots were fired because the combatants were angry about unconfirmed reports that Mr Sharp 
had allegedly paid a local security firm about K300,000 (K100,000 each ship) to secure the 
release of the three vessels. 

While Buka police confirmed the shooting incident, they were unable to confirm if Mr Sharp had 
delivered the money to free his ships and crew. 

However, police said the incident happened and advised that reconciliation was set for Tuesday 
for these two groups. Police said that the ex-combatants had demanded K350,000 from Rabaul 
Shipping to compensate for their grieving relatives who survived the ill-fated Rabaul Queen 
ordeal, many of whom are still missing. 

The gunfire alarmed the population of Buka town and nearby Ieta villagers including those 
residing in Sohano and Kokopau vicinity and specifically the business houses.  

The police confiscated a gun but it is believed more guns are being held by both parties, which is 
threatening the UN imposed ceasefire and peace agreements. Mr Sharp could not be reached for 
comments.  

The gunshots have now raised a possible breach of the peace agreements signed in 2001 to stop 
all gunfights.  

On the same day, as early as 8am, in far central Bougainville, North Nasioi women quietly 
gathered outside the district local level government office to petition the Government over the 
ferry issue and that the Autonomous Bougainville Government should seriously take the ill-fated 
voyage into account.  
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2012 election queried 

 



 

 

PAPUA New Guineaôs 2012 election faces a deferral if the government has its way because of 
the controversial figures of the Electoral Roll. 

But according to the Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah, Papua New Guinea needs to prepare 
for Royal Visit by Prince Charles and his wife Lady Carmila. 

The royal couple are expected in PNG visiting in the middle of the June Elections.  

Mr Namah told Parliament last Friday that PNG does not want to be internationally embarrassed 
to receive the future King in the middle of the June Elections, therefore the visit warrants the 
deferral of the elections. 

Parliamentarians have also raised the prospect of delaying the June 2012 elections, this is in 
addition to the government questioning the figures in the electoral commissionerôs report, tabled 
in parliament last Friday by Leader of Government Business Moses Maladina on behalf of 
Minister assisting Prime Minister Waka Goi.  

The report by Electoral commissioner Andrew Trawen on poll preparations has stated that the 
electoral roll was about 60 percent complete, which also detailed that 40 percent of the roll was 
yet to be completed. 

This meant that only 2.4 million of PNGôs four million eligible voters are registered. 

ñPreparations to date include the registration of 2.4 million eligible voters on the Preliminary 
Electoral Roll out of anticipated four (4) million eligible voters.  

ñThis means the Roll is approximately 60 percent complete and covers most of the open 
electorates in the southern, New Guinea islands and the Mamose regions,ò Mr Maladina said.  

ñI have since received independent reports that this is not correct,ò Mr Maladina said. He said that 
the electoral commissioner admitted that there were some ñpocketsò within (the Southern, New 
Guinea Islands and Mamose) regions, which were still incomplete. 

He also said that he had received independent reports that electoral rolls for the nationôs 89 open 
electorates had not been returned to many electorates.  

In his report Mr Maladina read out the need for more police funding, a K25 million shortfall that 
police are currently seeking from the Government.  

These are additional funds from the K105 million already dispatched to police for their security 
operations.  

This also include K35 million for PNGDF, K9.6 million for Correctional Services and an additional 
K16 million from donors to add to the K180 million given to the Electoral Commission to prepare 
for the elections bringing the total of K330.5 million altogether for this whole 2012 national 
General Elections. 

Electoral Commissioner Trawen last night maintained he would be ready to go to polls come April 
27, 2012 when writs would be issued. 
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Unitech to open centre in Arawa 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

ARAWA High School, one of the oldest schools on Bougainville, is now a secondary school and it 
will also be the branch for the University of Technologyôs distance education program. 

A memorandum of understanding between Unitech and Arawa secondary school authorities for 
Department of Distance Learning to be set up was signed last Wednesday.  

It coincided with the official opening of the ófour-in-oneô AusAID funded classroom. 

Present at the ceremony were Chief Executive Officer for Education on Bougainville Bruno 
Babato; DODL director Dr Wilson Tovirika; Arawa Secondary school Principal Paul Lapun; 
George Mantaku, board chairman; Central Region Education director Anita Salas; Member for 
Central Bougainville, chiefs and other dignitaries.  

Mr Mantaku said they had been asking for a long time for Arawa High to be turned into a 
secondary school and it now became a reality. 



 

 

ñA lot of developments in terms of infrastructure will still be taking place and this school will be 
growing, with Unitechs input now we will be a big school.ò Mr. Mantaku said. 

Mr Mantaku further appealed to landowners, especially in the Arawa town vicinity to make 
available land so developments such as chool buildings can be built on the land. 

Mr Babato thanked AusAID for funding the construction of the ófour-in-oneô classroom. 

He also thanked the contractor Earth Works Limited for completing the building on time and for 
using the money allocated for the job wisely. 

ñWe can really thank AusAID now for what they have done for us here in Arawa, funding a much 
needed asset for us, a school classroom.ò Mr Babato said. 

ñThe most important thing is that we have a really trusted contractor now I would like to thank 
Michael Tukaku and his company Earth works Limited for a job well done. A lot of projects on 
Bougainville are incomplete, luckily for Arawa high school it is a job well done.ò Mr Babato said. 

Unitechôs Mr Tovirika said the set up in Arawa was one of the best in the country and parents and 
students should take ownership of it. 

Schoolôs Mr lapun said more than 100 hundred students had so far enrolled for DODL in Arawa.  

Since Mr Lapun became the head of the school, Arawa high had moved into new heights with a 
lot of parents and students saying it is much more convenient and easier now for them to attend 
school in their own area than going to Buka. 
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My first PNG posting ï struggle on Bougainville 

  

  

  

  

In this second part of his PNG 
memoirs from the 1970s, ANDREW 
LESLIE PHILLIPS, now a radio 
station manager in the USA, 
recounts his first experience of being 
a patrol officer in Bougainville. 
  

  

  

  Read here !   
   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

25.02.2012 

Source: PNGexposed 

 

Gunshots fired as factions dispute detention of Peter Sharp boats 

via Facebook 

 

Reports are emerging from Buka that gunshots have been fired between two factions, one from 
mailand Bougainville and the other from small Buka. 

The commotion is taking place on Buka wharf where the faction from the mainland are still 
holding on 2 or 3 Peter Sharpôs vessels. There is disagreement from the faction from small Buka 
about the demands being made of Peter Sharp by the other faction. 

One small group want Peter Sharpôs ships in Buka to be released while the majority want the 
ships to remain in Buka until those that lost their lives in the recent tragedy are compensated and 
the results of the official investigations are made known to the public. 
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The "Bougainville Kina" 

 

Find out more by clicking on one of the three headlines: 

  

  

Á The Counterfeiter 

Á Der Falschmünzer 

Á Le faux-monnayeur 
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Turn-around ? 

 

BOC shares soared 8 percent on Friday. This is rather unusual as the turn-over in Bougainville 
Copper shares used to be rather lame on Fridays in general! 

  

Market Depth for BOUGAINVILLE COPPER 

as at 2:14:41 PM Friday, February 24, 2012 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Trade Summary - Status 

Last Change % Volume Trades Open High Low 

0.810 0.060  8.00 20,608 4 0.770 0.810 0.770  

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/bougainville-kina-en-1.html
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/bougainville-kina-de-1.html
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/bougainville-kina-fr-1.html


 

 

Last Traded 4,496 @ 0.81 - 12:24:04 
 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Market Depth 

BOC Buyers 

Level Buy Quantity Price 
 

1 2 18,327 0.810 
 

2 2 7,773 0.800 
 

3 1 10,000 0.750 
 

4 1 9,962 0.745 
 

5 1 6,944 0.720 
 

6 1 8,580 0.710 
 

7 1 12,000 0.690 
 

8 1 6,000 0.675 
 

9 1 10,000 0.650 
 

10 1 5,000 0.630 
 

11 1 1,666 0.600 
 

12 1 3,000 0.590 
 

13 1 10,000 0.525 
 

 

BOC Sellers 

Price Quantity Sell Level 
 

0.875 13,269 2 1 
 

0.880 20,606 1 2 
 

0.900 270 1 3 
 

0.925 6,700 1 4 
 

0.995 100,000 1 5 
 

12.000 5,000 1 6 
 

16.390 15,000 1 7 
 

18.000 5,000 1 8 
 

18.650 35,000 1 9 
 

20.000 68,026 1 10 
 

24.000 5,000 1 11 
 

29.900 400,000 1 12 
 

30.000 268,000 3 13 
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Rare diamond found in Australia 

 

Mining giant Rio Tinto said it has unearthed a ñremarkableò 12.76 carat pink diamond in 
Australia, the largest of the rare and precious stones ever found in the resources-rich nation. 

Named the Argyle Pink Jubilee, the huge rough stone was found at Rioôs pink diamond 
operations in the Kimberley region of Western Australia and would take 10 days to cut and polish, 
the miner said on Wednesday. 

ñThis rare diamond is generating incredible excitement. A diamond of this calibre is 
unprecedented - it has taken 26 years of Argyle production to unearth this stone and we may 
never see one like this again,ò said Josephine Johnson from Rioôs Argyle Pink Diamonds division. 

ñThe individual who gets to wear this remarkable pink diamond will be incredibly lucky indeed.ò 

The light pink Argyle Jubilee is a similar colour to the 24-carat Williamson Pink given to Britainôs 
Queen Elizabeth II as a wedding gift which was later set into a Cartier brooch for her coronation. 

The Williamson was discovered in Tanzania in 1947 and is ranked among the finest pink 
diamonds in existence. 

Rio produces more than 90 percent of the worldôs pink diamonds from the Argyle mine, and said 
large stones like the Jubilee typically went to museums, were gifted to royalty or end up at 
prestigious auction houses like Christieôs. 

Christieôs had only auctioned 18 polished pink diamonds larger than 10 carats in its 244-year 
history, Rio said. 

When the Jubilee diamond has been cut and polished it will be graded by international experts 
and showcased globally before being sold by invitation-only tender later this year. 
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K100 billion for you! 

By PETER KORUGL 

 

The Government anticipates that a staggering K100 billion will be initially deposited into the 
Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF). 

ñWe are talking in excess of some US$30 billion, at current exchange rate, that works out to 
about K100 billion. That is a lot of money,ò Prime Minister Peter OôNeill explained in an exclusive 
interview with the Post-Courier yesterday. 

Mr OôNeill said that the money was from just one LNG project but when the revenue from the 
second LNG project as well as the other resource projects were channelled into that fund, the 
amount would be astronomical. 

ñThis is 10 times the size of our economy. This is going to be a very important fund and we have 
to manage it properly. It can only get bigger if we manage it properly. 

ñOff course, there are other Sovereign Wealth Funds around that world that have got trillions of 
dollars but ours is just starting. As we progress, this will increase and we will draw down on the 
fund to stabilise our economy when it slows down,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

Mr OôNeill said the decision by the Government to establish the SWF was to ensure that revenue 
from the resource developments were not squandered but used properly to improve the standard 
of lives of the people. 

He said PNG did not want to go down the track that was taken by many African countries. ñWe 
have the symptoms already. PNG has a high population, a high unemployed population, a high 
illiterate population and high youth population with very little opportunities. ñThese are recipes for 
disaster if we do not manage them properly, we can destroy the stability of the country. We can 
deal with these issues by educating our people and managing our SWF well,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

Mr OôNeill explained the role of the SWF a day after Parliament passed the Bill to establish the 
SWF for Papua New Guinea unopposed. 

The first vote on the bill presented by Mr OôNeill was 80-nil while the second result was 78-nil, 
surpassing the absolute majority vote of 73 votes. 

Mr OôNeill thanked Members of Parliament for passing the bill to establish the sovereign wealth 
fund. 

ñThe establishment of the fund is very important for our nationôs development. The fund gives us 
the opportunity to protect and grow surplus wealth from the export of our mineral resources, and 
our oil and gas,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

ñSo much revenue has flowed to the government from Bougainville Copper mine, Ok Tedi, 
Misima Mine, and Porgera in the past. But if you look around you, what is there in the country to 
show for this massive wealth generated from these projects? Virtually nothing.ôô 
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Mining Act to be reviewed 

 

The Mining Act will be reviewed with the view to increase landowner participation in mining 
projects in the country, Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah has promised. 

Speaking at a meeting in Parliament on Wednesday in which Department of Mining officials made 
presentations to highlight impediments the industry would face if the Boka Konda Bill became a 
law, Mr Namah led a chorus of calls from MPs and other participants at the meeting for increased 
landowner participation. 

Mr Namah said he would support the bill and called on proponents and critics of the bill to work 
together so the final form that goes to Parliament is acceptable to all the players. 

ñA review of the Mining Act is long overdue.  



 

 

ñLandowners should not be mere rent and royalty takers. They should be a major partner in the 
extraction of resources from their land. This can be achieved through the production sharing 
arrangement that is working well in many countries,ò Mr Namah said. 

Mr Namah said the notion that the Bill would scare away investors was nonsense. 

He gave Trinidad as an example, where oil giant BP protested the introduction of production 
sharing arrangement and left, warning no investors would go to invest there under that regime. 

The Chinese and French moved in, and the country is now enjoying the benefits of the production 
sharing arrangement. 

ñPeople say the bill would scare away investors. Those who want to leave can leave. There will 
be others lining up at the door to replace them,ò Mr Namah said. 

He urged MP Boka Konda to look at 49/51 production sharing arrangement, with landowners 
taking up 49 per cent with the support of the Government. 

He said the issue of exploration and sunk costs should not be considered impediments, as that 
would be shared by all partners. 

Mr Namah, who is Minister for Forest and Climate Change, said similar change to increase 
landowner participation would be brought to the forest industry. 

Mr Kondra has three bills on the Notice Paper. They are the Mining (amendment bill) Act, the 
Land (amendment) Bill 2012, and the Oil and Gas Amendment Bill 2012. 
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Namah wants laws on mining reviewed  
 

THE Mining Act will be reviewed to increase landowner participation in mining projects, Deputy 
Prime Minister Belden Namah said. 

He was speaking at a meeting in parliament on Wednesday where Mining Department officials 
highlighted impediments the industry would face if the Boka Kondra Bill became law. 

Namah and MPs called for increased landowner participation. 

He said he would support the bill and called on proponents and critics of the bill to work together 
so that the final form was acceptable to all. 

ñA review of the Mining Act is long 

overdue. Landowners should not be mere rent and royalty takers. 

ñThey should be a major partner in the extraction of resources from their land. 

ñThis can be achieved through the production sharing arrangement that is working well in many 
countries.ò 

Namah urged Kondra to look at a 49/51 production sharing arrangement, with landowners taking 
up 49% with the support of the government. 

He said the issue of exploration and sunk costs should not be considered impediments, as that 
would be shared by all partners. 

Namah, who is minister for forest and climate change, said similar change to increase landowner 
participation would be brought to the forest industry. 
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Bougainville MP suspended  
By JACOB POK 

 



 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Regional MP Fidelis Semoso has been suspended to allow a leadership tribunal 
to hear misconduct allegations against him. 

Semosoôs suspension became automatic under the Organic Law after state prosecutors 
presented the references containing 14 allegations and a statement of reason to the tribunal. 

The state prosecutor on Tuesday read the allegations contained in the references to the tribunal 
bench headed by national court judge Justice Salatial Lenalia, and consisting of senior 
magistrates Ignatious Kurie and Nerrie Eliakim. 

The 14 allegations are in relation to the misappropriation of K2.7 million for the South Bougainville 
feeder road project funds which were allegedly used without proper tender process. 

He is also alleged to have misappropriated a K470,000, plus another K1 million from the feeder 
road project. 

He is also alleged to have failed in carrying out his obligations under the constitution and the 
Organic Law. 

Semosoôs lawyer Charles Mende told the tribunal that his client would need time to look through 
the allegations. He asked the tribunal for a three week adjournment to prepare his responses. 

By then, he said the tribunal could conduct a trial on those allegations that his client denied. 

The tribunal members adjourned the matter to March 1. 
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Parliament passes Sovereign Wealth Fund Bill 
 

PARLIAMENT yesterday passed the Bill to establish the Sovereign Wealth Fund for Papua New 
Guinea unopposed. 

The first vote on the Bill presented by Prime Minister Peter OôNeill was 80-0 while the second 
result was 78-0, surpassing the absolute majority vote of 73. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill thanked Members of Parliament for passing the bill to establish the 
sovereign wealth fund. 

ñThe establishment of the fund is very important for our nationôs development. The fund gives us 
the opportunity to protect and grow surplus wealth from the export of our mineral resources, and 
our oil and gas,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

ñSo much revenue has flowed to the government from Bougainville Copper mine, Ok Tedi, 
Misima Mine, and Porgera in the past. But if you look around you, what is there in the country to 
show for this massive wealth generated from these projects? Virtually nothing. 

ñWe have squandered our wealth. Most of our infrastructure is in poor shape because we have 
failed to invest in areas that will grow the economy. We have to change those bad ways, and the 
sovereign wealth fund will help shape our development path to a better future for our children,ò Mr 
OôNeill said. 

The Prime Minister commended members in the house for passing the bill yesterday. 
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ABG MP grieves over victims 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

Member for Central Bougainville in the Autonomous Bougainville Government Joan Jerome has 
conveyed her sincere heartfelt condolences on behalf of Bougainvillean mothers, to all those who 
have perished and lost their loved ones in the ill-fated ferry MV Rabaul Queen. 



 

 

ñI as a mother has grieved with you for the last three weeks since the 2nd February incident for 
the ones who lost their lives, and for those who have survived, our students professionals and 
their families.ò ñThis is a great loss to our human resource on Bougainville and Papua New 
Guinea as a whole.ò Mrs Jerome said. 

Mrs Jerome said Bougainville did not expect to lose so many lives in the MV Rabaul Queen 
disaster. ñI strongly condemn that man-made disaster being encountered because of disobeying 
the rule of law for natural disasters,ôô she said. 

ñAs the President John Momis has quoted, ñThis is a wake-up call for us leaders on Bougainville 
both the four National members of the National Parliament and those of the ABG. Letôs put aside 
our differences and let us use DSIP funds and other sources of funding to bring development and 
impact infrastructure funds to be used wisely.ò Mrs Jerome said. 

ñFor so many years we have lost many Bougainvilleans attending colleges and universities 
outside of Bougainville.ò ñI call upon all Bougainville MPs to put your funds into one basket in the 
provincial treasury to rebuild Bougainville with colleges and universities,ôô she said. ñRespect and 
unity must prevail in Bougainville in order for goods and services to be used wisely for our future 
Bougainville leaders.ò Mrs Jerome said. 

She added that Bougainville would only survive when its people stand together to uproot the evils 
preventing its progress, including the systems that divide the people and corruption. 
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Academic challenges students 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

A renowned Papua New Guinean academic from the University of Technology in Lae, has boldly 
challenged the Bougainville student population and the leadership regarding education for the 
future of Bougainville. 

DrWilson Tovirika Director of DODL, speaking at the launching of the DODL branch in Arawa last 
week Wednesday challenged leaders to talk and help students.  

According to Dr Tovirika a Bougainvillean said the Arawa set up funded by AusAID, which was a 
four in one classroom for the Arawa secondary school is one of the best in the country. 

ñOne thing for sure and is happening right now, if students donôt get places in tertiary institutions 
we will have intelligent and professional criminals on the streets,ò Dr Tovirika said. 

ñDistance mode is the way to go study at your own pace but you must be disciplined, if you want 
to enrol with DODL,òhe said.  

ñDonôt enrol until you know where you want to go, you mustnôt be undecided, and it will be 
frustrating and very costly,ò Dr Tovirika said. 

ñKnowledge is an asset that will never be taken away from you, you can have a house a car or 
anything, a house can get burnt and you may not have a house again, but your knowledge will be 
in you with until you die you will be buried with it,ò  

ñIt will never be removed or taken away from you, and to acquire knowledge work hard for it,òDr 
Tovirika said. 

Dr Tovirika further stated that knowledge is power and a government and a country can only be 
powerful is knowledgeable people run it. 

ñSo the government now has to really invest heavily in knowledge and education in order to have 
a powerful government to look after our affairs and run and govern Bougainville,ò he said. 
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Student caught with drugs 



 

 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

A 19 -year-old grade seven student has been arrested and charged by Buka police for having in 
his possession eight mega bundles of Marijuana weighting up to 1540 kg. 

He is now locked up in the Buka police station cells. 

The youth identified was arrested at 2pm on Tuesday after police received a tip off from some 
locals. 

Gordon Magoga, from the Buka police station, said the youth was a well-known drug trafficker, 
but he was never arrested and had always escaped and had always pretended in the presence of 
police in and around Buka town. 

The youth actually had already boarded a PMV truck and was heading home to Tegese village, 
but police quickly chased after the truck and arrested the youth at Hangan village just outside 
Buka town. 

ñHe bought the eight bundles for K300 which is usually the bulk price, and he says he would then 
put them into small rolls and sell them for K5 and would make K5000 to K6000 in one week if he 
sold all eight bundles out,ôô Constable Magoga said. 

Mr Magoga stated that despite a lot of awareness campaigns against drug abuse in the Haku 
area and in Buka Island marijuana is flowing in abundance on the island. 

Police in Buka have confirmed that all these drugs were being harvested and cultivated in Aita 
Central Bougainville, and it is now suspected buyers from both PNG and abroad are interested, 
and also businessmen are involved.  

ñOn Bougainville both male and female youths are smoking marijuana and that is a big threat to 
the society and the future of Bougainville,ò Mr Magoga said. 
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Somare, Semoso case adjourned 

By TODAGIA KELOLA 

 

THE Leadership Tribunal hearing allegations of misconduct on two leaders, Arthur Somare and 
Fidelis Semoso have both been adjourned for two and three weeks respectively. 

For Somareôs matter it was mentioned yesterday before the three members Justice Salatiel 
Lenalia and senior Magistrates Orim Karapo and Rosie Johnson after being thrown back by the 
Supreme Court on Monday, when it dismissed a stay application and summarily dismissed his 
substantive appeal. 

Yesterday his lawyer Goiye Gileng asked for an adjournment arguing that his client needs time to 
consider the decision of the Supreme Court in summarily dismissing his matter because the issue 
was not before the court and no submissions were made on that particular issue. 

ñMy client feels substantially prejudiced and if I may request the Tribunal to adjourn for two weeks 
in which my client can consider whether to reopen the supreme Court appeal or proceed on with 
the Tribunalò 

State Prosecutor Kathwa Umpake in response urged the Tribunal to proceed because there is no 
longer a lawful order preventing it from carrying out its function. 

After a short adjournment the Tribunal granted the adjournment for the matter to return on March 
6 

Meanwhile Bougainville Regional member Fidelis Semoso has been suspended from office 
pending the outcome of the Leadership Tribunal hearing. 
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Aussie Army choppers for PNG National Elections 

By Gorethy Kenneth 

 

THE Australian Defence Force is assisting the 2012 National Election operations with two 
commercially-leased helicopters. 

This is because the Electoral Commissioner Andrew Trawen has admitted that PNGEC was late 
in securing helicopters to meet its air transport requirements as the police have already secured 
available choppers for its election security operations from Helifix. 

This was revealed by the Assistant Secretary for Pacific Region with the Australian Defence 
Department Tyson Sara in a short visit to PNG last week. 

During their visit, Mr Sara and his team met with the Royal PNG Constabulary, PNG Defence 
Force, Correctional Services, National Intelligence Organization and PNG Electoral Commission.  

He said the two choppers that would be in operation for two years will be fully funded by the 
Australian Government and are expected to be in service here in May to support PNGDFôs air 
transport wing. 

Mr Sara said the two choppers will be based in Mt. Hagen in the whole duration of the election 
operations in the seven Highlands provinces. 

Helifix is the only chopper company in PNG that is not contracted to any of the resource 
companies in the country. 

The PNGDF Arava and CASA aircrafts may not be operational, according to ADF, and the 
Commission has been advised to secure aircrafts from a third-level airline company (possibly 
Airlines PNG) to compliment the choppers in order to meet its air transport requirements in 
airlifting ballot papers, ballot boxes, other election materials as well as election security 
personnel. 

The four PNGDF navy patrol boats, however, are operational and will be available for use by the 
PNGEC in the Maritime Provinces. 

For elections in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, Electoral Commissioner Trawen 
revealed that PNGEC has asked New Zealand to assist with sea transport there as Bougainville 
is ñno go zoneò for the PNGDF under the Bougainville Peace Agreement. 

He said the initial response from New Zealand is positive but final confirmation will come from 
Wellington. 

Commissioner Trawen thanked Mr Sara and his delegation saying that their visit was timely as 
PNGEC was preparing and finalizing its transportation, election security and polling schedules as 
well as election logistics for the 2012 elections. 

Meanwhile, Australian High Commissioner in Port Moresby Ian Kemish has confirmed this 
support package which would include two choppers and 30 computers already purchased for 
elector data  
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Feminism in Bougainville 

by ELLENA SAVAGE 

  

  Read here !   
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http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Frauen_in_Bougainville/20120221_Eureka_-_Feminism_in_Bougainville.pdf


 

 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - 24H dans le Pacifique 

 

L'équipe du radio Francophone de l'ABC  fait le point... 
 

Papouasie Nouvelle-Guinée: le patron de la Rabaul Shipping affirme ne pas être 
responsable 

 

Deux semaines après le naufrage du Rabaul Queen, les rescapés commencent à rentrer chez 
eux. 

Parti de Buka, la capitale de lô´le de Bougainville, le ferry a coul® le 2 f®vrier au large de Lae sur 
la côte est du pays. Au moins 183 passagers sont portés disparus, même si ce chiffre est 
controversé, car on ne sait pas exactement combien de passagers transportait le Rabaul Queen. 

Quant aux 246 rescapés, ils ont été habillés, nourris, logés grâce aux donations des habitants et 
des commerçants de Lae, le tout orchestré par la Chambre de Commerce de la ville. On écoute 
son président, Alan McClay, au micro de Campbell Cooney sur Radio Australie: 

çLes centres dôaccueil dôurgence sont op®rationnels, les centres de soin toujours ouverts et les 
gouvernements des provinces de la Nouvelle-Bretagne Est et Ouest ainsi que celui de 
Bougainville ont envoyé des fonds et des représentants pour prêter main forte aux équipes de 
Lae et aider les victimes. Jeudi des charters ont été affrétés pour ramener chez eux les rescapés 
originaires de la Nouvelle-Bretagne Est. Donc les choses commencent ¨ sôorganiser, oui. Le 
gouverneur de la Nouvelle-Bretagne Est môa annonc® quôil avait mis sur pied une cellule de 
soutien psychologique sur place, et côest mieux ainsi, comme ­a les rescap®s seront aussi 
entour®s de leurs parents et amis, et avec lôaide des professionnels, ils devraient se remettre plus 
facilement de cette tragédie.»  

Il y a une semaine, le Premier ministre papou a chargé Bureau Australien de la Sécurité des 
Transports, de mener lôenqu°te sur les circonstances du naufrage. Côest un ancien juge 
australien, Warwick Andrews, qui pr®side la commission dôenqu°te. Il est entre autres charg® de 
v®rifier lô®tat de navigabilit® du ferry et de d®terminer sôil ®tait surcharg®. 

Du c¹t® des familles des victimes, lôaffaire est entendue, le naufrage nôest pas du ¨ des causes 
naturelles, mais bien ¨ lôirresponsabilit® de la compagnie maritime, la Rabaul Shipping. 

Peu après le naufrage, 50 anciens combattants indépendantistes de Bougainville, ont pris 
position, armes à la main, sur les trois autres ferries de la Rabaul Shipping, stationnés dans le 
port de Buka, la capitale de lô´le. 

Ils affirment quôils se retireront lorsque la compagnie aura d¾ment d®dommag® les familles des 
victimes. Au début de la semaine dernière, leur discours a évolué. Ces gardiens improvisés 
veulent être payés par la Rabaul Shiping pour avoir protégé ces trois navires de la colères des 
parents des passagers. 

Vendredi, les trois ferries étaient toujours dans le port de Buka, surveillés par ces anciens 
combattants indépendantistes. Le Président de la province autonome de Bougainville, John 
Momis, essaie de r®soudre lôimpasse. On ®coute le r®cit de John Agamata, lôun de ces anciens 
combattants: 

çLe Pr®sident a fait le d®placement suite ¨ la publication dôun communiqu® de presse dans 
lequel Peter Sharp, le patron de Rabaul Shipping, affirmait ne pas être responsable du sort des 
portés disparus du Rabaul Queen. Ça a beaucoup fâché les familles des victimes, elles 
sôappr°taient ¨ aller couler les trois autres bateaux de la compagnie, quand nous sommes 
intervenus, nous avons r®ussi ¨ les raisonner jusquô¨ ce que le Pr®sident arrive.è 

Les avocats du Bureau Australien de la Sécurité des Transports interrogent les témoins et les 
rescapés du naufrage depuis la semaine dernière. Ils se rendront prochainement en Nouvelle-
Bretagne Est et Ouest ainsi quô¨ Bougainville, pour y rencontrer les parents des victimes. 

 

Bougainville: un groupe armé occupe toujours les trois ferries de la Rabaul Shipping 

 

Côest dans le port de Buka, la capitale de cette province autonome de Papouasie Nouvelle-
Guinée, que se trouvent les trois navires de la compagnie propriétaire du Rabaul Queen, qui a 
fait naufrage le 2 février dernier. 



 

 

Bilan: 183 disparus. Ayant pris possession des trois ferries au lendemain de la tragédie, ces 
hommes, des anciens combattants pour lôind®pendance de Bougainville, assuraient quôils ne 
quitteraient les trois ferries que lorsque le PDG de la Rabaul Shipping, Peter Sharp, aurait 
dédommagé les familles des victimes. 

Depuis, leurs demandes ont évolué. Ils réclament désormais des compensations pour eux-
mêmes et leur travail de gardiennage: 150 000 dollars pour avoir assure la protection des 
navires, que des parents des victimes voulaient saborder il y a trois semaines. 

Le gouvernement de la province autonome de Bougainville tente une médiation entre les deux 
parties, sans succ¯s pour lôinstant. Sur Radio Australie, Campbell Cooney a joint Lawrence Disin, 
lôadministrateur en chef de ce gouvernement: 

çJôai parl® ¨ Peter Sharp et aux hommes qui ont pris possession des ferries, mais ni les uns ni 
les autres ne veulent céder. Notre message à la Rabaul Shipping est clair: dès que vous aurez 
payé, vos ferries vous seront rendus. Les hommes sont prêts à quitter les navires depuis lundi de 
la semaine dernière.»  

Lawrence Disin, administrateur en chef du gouvernement autonome de Bougainville. Les 
premiers rescapés originaires de Bougainville devraient arriver ce jeudi sur leur île natale après 
trois semaines passes en centre dôh®bergement dôurgence ¨ Lae. 
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Rio Tintoôs automated trains set for WA 

 

RIO Tinto, the majority shareholder of the now defunct Panguna Copper Mine in the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville will invests $US518 million (over K1 billion) in autonomous trains for 
Pilbara iron ore rail network in Western Australia 

According to a statement yesterday, Rio Tinto will run the worldôs first automated long-distance 
heavy-haul rail network, with a $US518 million (over K1 billion) investment in driverless trains. 

The first driverless train will be launched in 2014, with the AutoHaul   automated train programme 
scheduled for completion a year later.  

AutoHaul is being pioneered as part of the automation component of Rio Tintoôs Mine of the 
Future initiative that also includes driverless trucks and autonomous drills. 

On its 1500-km rail network, Rio Tinto currently runs 41 trains from mines to ports, comprising 
148 locomotives and 9,400 iron ore cars.    

Automating train operations allows Rio Tinto to expand Pilbara in (Western Australia) production 
capacity without needing to make a substantial investment in additional trains. 

Rio Tinto said it will also drive productivity improvements, with greater flexibility in train scheduling 
and the removal of driver changeover times creating extra capacity in the rail network.   

Other benefits include more efficient fuel use, resulting in lower energy costs and a reduction of 
carbon dioxide emissions for each tonne of iron ore produced.  

Rio Tinto chief executive Australia and Iron Ore Sam Walsh said ñRio Tinto is leading the way in 
large-scale use of automation, with plans to deploy 150 driverless trucks and our plans for 
AutoHaul.  

ñExpanding Pilbara iron ore production is a high-return and low-risk investment for Rio Tinto that 
will enhance shareholder value. 

ñAutomation will help us meet our expansion targets in a safe, more efficient and cost-effective 
way. ñAutomation also helps us address the significant skills shortage facing the industry, 
providing a valuable opportunity to improve productivity.  

ñHowever, as we expand our business we will see an overall increase in job numbers and this will 
provide new opportunities in the rail division and elsewhere.   

As always, we will engage directly with those affected as we gradually make the transition to 
automation over the next three years,ò he added.  

AutoHaul and the overall expansion of rail operations are subject to a number of State 
Government and other approvals, the company indicated. 
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Arawa High School status raised 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

ARAWA high school which has existed for 30 years is now recognised as a secondary school and 
will be a branch for the University of Technologyôs DODL (Department of Distance Learning) . 

Last Wednesday, two events took place, the official opening of the four-in-one AusAID funded 
classroom and the signing of the memorandum of understanding between the University of 
Technology (Unitech), and Arawa secondary school authorities. 

Present at the ceremony were CEO for Education Bruno Babato DODL director Dr.Wilson 
Tovirika, Arawa secondary school, Principal Paul Lapun, George Mantaku, Arawa secondary 
school Board chairman, Central region education director Anita Salas, chiefs and other 
dignitaries, the member for central Bougainville and minister for communications Jimmy 
Miringtoro could not attend due to other commitments. 

Board chairman George Mantaku in his speech said they have always been asking, begging and 
crying and now Arawa is a secondary school. 

ñA lot of developments in terms of infrastructure will still be taking place and this school will be 
growing, with Unitechôs input now we will be a big school now.ò Mr Mantaku said. He appealed to 
landowners especially in the Arawa town vicinity to make available land so developments, 
especially school buildings can be built on the land. Education CEO on Bougainville Bruno 
Babato thanked the donor AusAID for funding the four in one classroom, and he also thanked the 
contractor Earth Works limited for completing the building on time and for using the contract 
money wisely. ñWe can really thank AusAID now for what they have done for us here in Arawa, 
funding a much needed asset for us, a school classroom.ò Mr Babato said. 

ñThe most important thing is that we have a really trusted contractor now I would like to thank 
Michael Tukaku and his company Earth works limited for a job well done, a lot of projects on 
Bougainville are incomplete luckily for Arawa high school it is a job well done.ò Mr Babato said. 

DODL director Dr Wilson Tovirika said the set up in Arawa is one of the best in the country and 
parents and students should take ownership off it. 
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ABG misses out on rentals  
By Joseph Morokana 

 

The Bougainville administration and the Housing Allocation Committee (HAC) in Buka should 
urgently come up with proper housing procedures to effectively tackle the existing problems 
regarding public servants housing tenure, terms and conditions. 

This has been highlighted in a recent Public Accounts Committee (PAC) Inquiry report which 
concluded with other issues ï that officers have not been following the ABAs, policy on 
Government housing, retired and retrenched officers still occupying houses, officers double 
dipping in Government housing, officers occupying two houses and renting out Government 
housing to individuals, officers not meeting any portion of the rentals in private and Government 
housing, public servants complaining at the unfair salary disparity between National Government 
officers and the officers of ABG, poor housing conditions, shortage of Government housing and 
abuse of the contract and tendering process. 

ñMy committee is especially alarmed that no rentals are paid by public servants since 2005 for 
Government and private accommodation in Buka town.ò Chairman of PAC Mr Cosmas Sohia said 
in his report. 



 

 

He said that ABG was missing out on hundreds of thousands of kina each year due to officers not 
contributing their rentals. 

óThis money could have been used on building news houses so that more Public Servants can be 
duly accommodated.ò Mr Sohia stated in the report. 

These Government housings are in Hutjena, Kubu, Katsinkuri and the Sohano Island. 

At present, there are a total of 171 Government houses.  

The HAC has no control over few institutional houses located at the Buka Hospital Area and 
some on Sohano Island. 

The report also said that it was unfair to those Public Servants who commute to work every day 
and had to meet their own transport costs while public servants in town have been enjoying the 
rental freedom. 

The current rate of housing rental is K7 for officers on salary grade 10, K6 for officers on salary 
grade 7 - 9, K1.30 for officers on salary frade 7. 

Comments in the PAC Report made by the former chairman of the PAC, Mr Patrick Koles imply 
that some specific issues like rentals were still undertaken by the National Governmentsô Finance 
Department in Port Moresby and not with the HAC in Buka. 
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Standoff continues in Bougainville over seized ships 

  

In Bougainville, a group of men is maintaining control of three ships belonging to the owner of the 
sunken ferry, MV Rabaul Queen. 

  

The ships were seized soon after the ferry sank three weeks ago claiming at least one hundred 
and 50 lives. 

  

Most of the victims were students travelling to Lae to begin the school year. 

  

The men say they're are holding the boats to ensure Rabaul Shipping and its boss Peter Sharp 
provide compensation to families who had lost loved ones. 

  

Now the men say they will release them, but only after they are paid around 350 thousand Kina 
for providing security. 

  

The Autonomous Bougainville Government has been trying to negotiate with both sides, but with 
little success. 

  

Presenter: Pacific Correspondent, Campbell Cooney 

Speaker: Lawrence Disin, Chief Administrator of the Autonomous Region of Bougainville 

  

  Listen here !    
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Bougainville plans to buy new ferry  
 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2065872.asx


 

 

THE Autonomous Region of Bougainville is in the process of getting a modern inter-island 
passenger ferry. 

Two weeks ago, the mv Rabaul Queen sank off Morobe, with dozens of Bougainvilleans, many of 
them students, among the estimated 183 who died. 

The shipping company involved had been criticised for overloading. 

A major inquiry is to be conducted but Bougainville President John Momis said the provincial and 
national governments needed to take some responsibility. 

ñIt is time that we took measures to listen to the people and do something in accordance with the 
priorities of the people,ò he said. 

ñIn fact, before the ship sank, when I became president I already made moves to get a new boat 
ï a good, modern passenger boat ï and we are now in the process of getting one.ò 
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Somare: I will contest   
By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

GRAND Chief Sir Michael Somare plans to return to parliament to prove to his political rivals that 
he still enjoys the support of his East Sepik electorate. 

While he has reached retirement age as prime minister, he would consider coming back to 
parliament to prove to the government of Peter OôNeill that the people of East Sepik still 
respected him. 

He said he did not want to return but the manner in which parliament, particularly the OôNeill-led 
government, had been treating him forced him to reconsider his decision to retire. 

ñI have reached my retirement (age) but I have a second thought when the parliament decided to 
remove me as the member of East Sepik,ôô he said. 

ñI want to retire but I want to prove them wrong.ò 

He said he was retained by the people of East Sepik in the past nine elections and won by big 
margins. 

He is confident of coming back in the same manner. 

Somare admitted that he was ousted from parliament and was waiting for the Supreme Court 
ruling. 

Meanwhile, Ambunti-Dreikikir MP Tony Aimo has called on the government to move a motion to 
rescind their decision to oust Sir Michael. 

ñWe hope they rescind the decision of parliament,ò he said. 
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PNGôs Somare camp hit out at action of corruption squad 

 

One of the two men claiming to be prime minister of Papua New Guinea, Sir Michael Somare, 
says his rival is blatantly using public servants to execute his political agenda. 

Sir Michael says he is angry and disappointed at the way the OôNeill administrationôs Political 
Sweep Team acted in his native East Sepik Province on Wednesday. 

The team has been set up to combat corruption. 

Sir Michael says a heavily armed police squad swept unannounced into the East Sepik 
governmentôs offices to carry out an investigation. 



 

 

Sir Michael says if there are concerns about the actions of the provincial government the normal 
process would be to first suspend it or send in officials to provide assistance. 

He says it is inappropriate for Mr OôNeill to send in police and a vigilante squad to arrest and 
confiscate documents to make a case against the East Sepik government. 

 

ESBC comments: Who else if not the PNG government is able to carry out investigations 
and to combat corruption? The ESBC are very satisfied that Peter O'Neill's government 
continues and intensifies its fight against corruption. Finally this may bring light into 
allegations that Sir Michael Somare, his son Arthur and other persons of the Somare 
entourage might be heavily involved in misappropriating public funds over many years. 
The ESBC wonder of the outcome of Arthur Somare's court case for misconduct in office. 
Until August 2011 he served as Minister for Public Enterprises.  
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Telikom instals tower in Kieta 

 

THE People of Bakawari Island and neighbouring areas of Kieta District now have access to 
mobile phone and other communication networks.  

This is thanks to Telikom PNG who have installed a communications 
tower to beam the network to villages in the area. On Friday the Minister 
for Communications and Information Technology, Jimmy Miringtoro 
(picture) officially launch the Citifon service at Bakawari Island. 

Present at the launching also were Peter Loko Telikom CEO and the 
Minister for Bougainville Affairs, Steven Pirika.  

Both Minister Pirika and the Telikom CEO appealed strongly to the 
people to look after communications tower and associated equipment 
because they cost money. ñIf you have a problem talk about it and find 
ways to deal with the problem and donôt go around destroying equipment 
that provides services to the people in the community,ò Mr Loko said.  

The launching program ended with entertainment from the pokpok island 
women who swayed to the rhythm of the bamboo band. 
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Information vital for progress 

  

Radio programs are to focus on the development work of the ABG, informing people of 
what is happening with the government.  

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

INFORMATION communication is a vital tool towards Bougainvilleôs development, a visiting 
expert from the Philippines, Paul Fernandez has said. 

In an interview with Post-Courier, Mr Fernandez spoke of how radio broadcast is important and 
said that the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) should establish more radio 
transmitters, throughout the autonomous region. 

ñRadio is free, cheap and accessible in remote place. I strongly appeal to the ABG to extend radio 
signals to allow the listeners to tune in.ò he said. 

He said: ñFor Bougainville being in this referendum period, it is important people have to be 
aware of the work, progress and changes that are happening in the government regime.ò 



 

 

ñRadio programs are to focus on the development work of the ABG, informing people of what is 
happening with the government. It will also give the people feedback, how they could co-orporate 
with the government.ò said Mr Fernandez. 

He said, if such programs are designed, it will keep people informed and that they would like to 
switch on their radioôs daily. 

To date, there is no exclusive radio signal coverage in Bougainville, as the radio signals only 
facilitate some areas. 

Meanwhile, Mr Fernandez said that for Bougainville to achieve independence, leaders have to 
work together and make collective decisions for the best interests of Bougainville. 

He said that referendum is the decider for independence which helps determine the work of the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) and improve on work of good governance. 

ñReferendum is important because it will recommend to leaders how to make collective decisions 
that are of significance to the future of Bougainville.ò he said. 
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PM: Election on as scheduled  
 

PRIME Minister Peter OôNeill, who has repeatedly assured the nation that the general election will 
be held as scheduled, is under pressure from his own caucus to delay the polls for up to six 
months. 

However, he told parliament yesterday he had advised his caucus that the government had no 
plans to delay the election. 

ñWe have no desire to delay the election. I told the government caucus that I would prefer an 
election today rather than delay to resolve some of the political impasse we have today,ò OôNeill 
said. 

ñElection will be held on time to let the people make the choice of who represents them in 
parliament.ò 

OôNeill admitted that the common roll was not ready, saying there were some wards and areas of 
the country where the population had increased by up to 400%. 

ñSome Papua New Guineans have not been sleeping but making population,ò OôNeill joked. 

ñAs I have stated already, there is no desire for this government to delay the election. 

ñWe can only be guided by the Electoral Commission and the electoral commissioner who have 
been advised to prepare a report for cabinet.ò 

OôNeill said the report would determine the 2012 election. 

Concerns raised from within the government ranks were mainly over the common roll updates 
that were not ready and some early campaigning by candidates in breach of the laws. 
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Dame Carol is new opposition leader  
By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

RETIRING woman politician Dame Carol Kidu (picture) was yesterday announced as the new 
opposition leader. 

She will occupy the position ï which has been vacant for six months ï until the general election in 
June. She is not seeking re-election for her Moresby South seat. 

  



 

 

Speaker Jeffery Nape yesterday formally recognised 
Dame Carol, the only female who had been championing 
the proposed law to boost women representation in 
parliament. 

  

She told parliament she was prepared to lead an 
opposition but appealed to other MPs in the middle 
bench to join her, adding that an effective opposition was 
too big a task for just one person. 

MPs from both sides of parliament congratulated her. 

Later, Dame Carol told Radio Australiaôs Pacific Beat 
that her first task was to restore credibility and 
confidence in the Office of the Leader of Opposition and 
bring back parliamentary debate on the floor of 
parliament. 

ñI am retiring from politics, Iôm not going to be out 
campaigning,ò she said. 

ñI have four months until August when I will still be on payroll for Papua New Guinea, I can really 
focus on looking at how we can strengthen the functioning of the opposition in PNG,ò Dame Carol 
said. 

ñBecause we know that to have a vibrant democracy, itôs not just about having elections. 

ñWeôve got to have those back checks and balances on the floor, and I think the opposition needs 
to be strengthened.ò 

Dame Carol, who entered politics in 2002, leads the Melanesian Alliance party, one of the oldest 
political parties moulded together by leaders such as Bernard Narokobi and Bougainville 
President John Momis. 

She was a minister for the past nine years under the National Alliance-led coalition until Sir 
Michael Somare was voted out of office last Aug 2. 

With no effective opposition as a result of the ongoing political impasse, Dame Carol decided late 
last month to seek the speakerôs approval to become opposition leader. 

When parliament met on Tuesday, she took the opposition leaderôs seat but Nape asked her to 
vacate it until he sought further clarification. 

Nape ruled yesterday that after seeking advice, he was satisfied that Dame Carol could become 
leader of the opposition. 

However, sources said the idea of Dame Carol taking the opposition leaderôs chair was put to her 
last year during the budget session. 
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Three of four defactors join T.H.E Party  
 

FOUR parliamentarians in the Sir Michael Somare faction have joined the government side. 

Speaker Jeffery Nape yesterday declared that Laiagam-Porgera MP Philip Kikala and Miki Kaeok 
of the National Alliance party had joined Treasurer Don Polyeôs Triumph Heritage Empowerment 
(T.H.E) Party. 

Nape said Kikala had sent a notice that he was joining the government after consultation with his 
electorate. 

Nape had instructed parliamentary staff to allocate a seat for Kikala in the government bench. 

Middle Ramu MP Ben Sembri had also joined the government coalition ranks. 

Sembri, a member of the Peopleôs Action Party, will join his party leader and Maprik MP Gabriel 
Kapris in the government benches. 

It leaves Tony Aimo as the only MP from the Somare camp sitting in the middle bench. 



 

 

Peopleôs Party man and Wewak MP Dr Moses Manwau had also jumped ship to Polyeôs T.H.E 
Party. 

It is slowly building up the strength of the government side to pass some of the important laws 
before parliament. 
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Governors to retain seats 

By Gorethy Kenneth and Caldron Laepa 

 

PARLIAMENT yesterday voted 77-0 for the Provincial Seats to remain. This means that all 
provincial governors of Papua New Guinea can contest the June elections which starts in 10 
weeks time when writs will be officially issued.  

In 2006, Parliament passed an amendment that would have removed provincial electorates, 
however, yesterday, Parliament voted and resolved to retain the provincial seats through the 
passage of the Membership (Amendment of Section 101) and the Constitutional Amendment No. 
30 (Provincial Electorates) Law.  

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill presented the Law before 79 MPs present in Parliament. The 
Somare regime MPs were also present to help vote for the Bill to keep the Provincial Seats and 
they included Nipa Kutubu MP Philemon Embel, Middle Ramu MP Ben Semri, Kairuku Hiri MP 
Paru Aihi, Nawa MP Timothy Bonga, Pomio MP Paul Tiensten, Ambunti/Drekirkir MP Tony Aimo, 
Tari/Pori MP James Marape, Laiagap MP Philip Kikala (who has joined Government as of 2pm 
yesterday) Madang Provincial MP Sir Arnold Amet, Enga Governor Peter Ipatas. 

Speaker Jeffery Nape read out that the repeal of the amendment would not affect any right, 
privilege or obligation or liability acquired and accrued or incurred by the person this section 
applied to and any legal proceeding brought forthwith. 

After Parliament made alterations to the amendment that would have removed provincial 
electorates in Parliament yesterday, all provincial governors present gave a sigh of relief.  

The Provincial Governors that were present in Parliament yesterday included Luther Wenge 
(Morobe), Peter Ipatas (Enga), Havila Kavo (Gulf), Alphonse Moroi (Central), Michael Sapau 
(Manus), Mal Kela Smith (EHP), Sir Julius Chan (New Ireland), Peter Humpreys (WNB), Simon 
Solo (WSP), Governor Powes Parkop (NCD), Leo Dion (ENB), Anderson Agiru (Southern 
Highlands) and Simbu governor Fr Robert Garia. 

Those not present included Bougainville Regional MP Fidelis Semoso, (ESP)Peter Wararu 
Waranaka, WHP Tom Olga, Bob Danaya (Western Province), Milne bay ïJohn Luke Critin, Oro 
Pastor Suckling Tamanabae), Madang Governor ïJohn Gau. 

Prime Minister OôNeill was the first to congratulate the MPs that voted for the Bill to be repealed 
and amended. He said his presentation was done in the best interest of the people of PNG 
because provincial governments play an important role; they provide the majority of services to 
the village people. 

The Election 2012 Program is as follows: 

* 27th April ð Issue of Writs (4pm) 

* MaY 4 ð Close of Nominations (4pm) 

* Polling Starts ð June 23 

* Polling Ends ð July 6 

* Return of Writs on or before July 27.  

On the retention of Provincial Electorates ð the Commission has planned for the 22 provinces 
and election will be carried out as planned. 
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Semoso fails to attend tribunal  
By ANGELINE KARIUS 

 

BOUGAINVILLE regional MP Fidelis Semoso (picture) has failed, for the second time, to turn at a 
tribunal looking into allegations of misconduct against him. 

  

Tribunal chairman Justice Salatiel Lenalia expressed 
disappointment over Semosoôs failure to attend the tribunal. 

  

Lenalia told Semosoôs lawyer, Charles Mende, to advise his 
client to attend the tribunal tomorrow ñor other consequences 
pertaining to his absence may be appliedò. 

He said the court would not make anymore allowances by 
adjourning the hearing. Semoso did not also turn up on Monday. 

State prosecuting lawyer Anthony Kupmein maintained that the 
hearing should not be further delayed. 

Lenalia said the tribunal would not approve another adjournment and that Semoso should be 
present for the hearing on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Mende told the court that he was aware of the consequential circumstances involved 
but it was unfortunate that his client was not available. 

The matter is before Lenalia and senior magistrates Ignatious Kurie and Nerrie Eliakim. 

Semoso was referred on allegations of the misappropriation of K2.7 million for the South 
Bougainville feeder road project. 

He was also alleged to have misappropriated K470,000 awarded to the Millennium Waters 
Company from the K2.7 million. 

Another K1 million from the project was also allegedly misused. 

The tribunal would hear the matter tomorrow, including that of Kikori MP Mark Maipakai. 
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MV Solomon Queen crew at localsô mercy 

By Fabian Gatana 

 

CREW members of the MV Solomon Queen, currently grounded at Buka Wharf, are frustrated 
over the inhumane treatment being given to them by their management and the boss of Rabaul 
Shipping. 

In an interview with the Post-Courier yesterday, they said that since their vessel was grounded 
last Thursday by ex-combatants they had been left to fend for themselves and had been totally 
neglected. 

The crew which includes two foreigners said that they were now relying on donations being given 
to them by business houses in Bougainville. A crew member, who wished to remain anonymous 
in case his comments have repercussions on his job, said that since last Thursday they have had 
no word from the Rabaul Shipping management inquiring about their situation or informing them 
of their next course of action. 



 

 

 
MV Solomon Queen grounded at Buka wharf 

  

He said that even the management of the Rabaul Shipping branch in Buka had not gone and 
visited them and enquired about their situation or listened to their concerns. He said that they felt 
that the company had disowned them as it did not ñwant anything to do with themôô. 

Another crew member said that the vessels owner, Peter Sharp, was more concerned with 
making money for himself then looking at the well-being of the crew of all three ships grounded at 
Buka Wharf. 

He said that the treatment being given to them by the ex-combatants was far better than what 
they were getting from their employer and company owner Mr Sharp. 

The crew, however, assured Mr Sharp that all three vessels were being taken care of, in 
accordance with the guarantee given by the ex-combatants. 
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Telikom ð always there for Pok pok islanders 

By PORENI UMAU 

 

ITôS not village fon, itôs Citifon and they are ñAlways thereò. 

Telikom PNGôs Citifon service keeps going places and reaching out to connect remote 
communities in the country to the rest of the world. 

Take a walk down the sandy beach, swaying tropical palms and shady fruit trees, extending their 
reassuring cool gestures to that protect the friendly community of Bakawari in the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville. 



 

 

It seems so far by description but Telikom PNGôs Citifon services for voice and data access made 
sure that the community is just a 2 toea call away from the rest of the country. 

  

Pokpok Island (picture) woke up to the breezy 
touches of the Solomon Sea as beating 
bamboos welcome the arrival of modern 
technology communication to the remote island 
home. 

  

Visitors to the occasion of the launch of Citifonôs 
services included Information and 
Communications Minister Jimmy Miringtoro, 
Bougainville Affairs Minister Steven Pirika, PNG 
Power chief executive office Tony Koiri and 
Telikom PNG chief executive officer Peter Loko 
and his officers. 

At the launch Mr Miringtoro urged the people to 
respect and protect the facilities. 

ñThis infrastructure is here to benefit every one of us while it plays a vital role in various 
developments with its core function to link us to the rest of the country and the world,ò he said. 

He encouraged the people to keep up with the changes in technology, being enjoyed by others in 
the country in the urban centres. 

He also praised Telikom PNG for ensuring that the service was affordable for locals to have 
access. 

Residents in Bakawari can now enjoy the most affordable rates of 2 toea call rate from Citifon to 
Citifon and 39 toea to call other networks all day and all night. 

And while restoring infrastructure is progressing in and around the region, the village council of 
chiefs Bava Pirung spoke highly of the affordable rates on offer saying such occasion truly 
marked an achievement in terms of infrastructure development.  

Telikom PNG CEO Peter Loko said the Citifon and internet service is not new in the region as 
coverage has been available in Buka and Arawa since 2010 while the recent installation on 
Pokpok Island will increase coverage for communities in and around Arawa.  
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Rio Tinto approves $US1.4 bill investment 

 

Rio Tinto, the 53.83% owner of defunct Bougainville Copper Ltd (BCL) has approved a $US1.4 
billion investment in Escondida copper projects in Chili in the South America. 

  

  

Rio Tinto in a statement said the funds are for two projects to support higher 
production at the Escondida copper mine in Chile which Rio Tinto holds a 30 
per cent interest in Escondida. 

The news has come about just few days after the UK based diversified 
natural resources company expressed its interest to return to Papua New 
Guinea to develop some of its vast natural resources. 

The company also announced a recorded an underlying earnings of $15.5 
billion - net earnings reduced by impairment charge last week. 

In a statement yesterday, Rio Tinto said the the Organic Growth 1 Project 
(OGP 1) replaces the Los Colorados concentrator with a new 152,000 tonnes 
per day plant which then also allows access to the high grade ore located 
underneath the existing facilities.  



 

 

ñConstruction of the new plant will be complete within three years. The project will cost US$3.8 
billion (Rio Tinto share US$1.2 billion),ò the statement said. 

Rio Tinto said the Escondida Oxide Leach Area Project (OLAP) involves the construction of a 
new dynamic leaching pad and a mineral handling system.  

The project will maintain processing capacity at current levels following the completion of the 
current heap leach in 2014.  

The company said the OLAP will cost $US721 million (Rio Tinto share $US216 million) with 
construction expected to complete in July 2014. 

Rio Tintoôs investment is expected to be funded through the companyôs share of Escondidaôs 
cash flows. 
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Big juicy Siwai pineapples 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

This huge pineapples were harvested at Siwai in South 
Bougainville. The pineapple weighed about 10kg and 
was brought by Danny Sovirei and Philip Kiha. The 
pineapple when it was prepared for dinner was sour 
less and very juicy. 

  

Words and Picture: FABIAN HAKALITS 
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Bougainville to get modern ferry after PNG shipping disaster 

 

The autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville is in the process of getting a 
modern inter-island passenger ferry. 

Two weeks ago, the Rabaul Queen sank off Morobe, with dozens of Bougainvilleans, many of 
them students, among the estimated that 183 died. 

The shipping company involved has been criticised for overloading a vessel that was 
inappropriate for the use being made of it. 

A major inquiry is to be conducted but the president, John Momis, says the provincial and 
national governments also need to take some responsibility. 



 

 

Mr Momis says the disaster is a wake-up call. 

ñItôs time that we took measures to listen to the people and do something in accordance with the 
priorities of the people. I say this in all honesty we have to start listening to the people to build co-
educational institutions, to improve our shipping. In fact before the ship sank, when I became 
President I already made moves to get a new boat - a good, modern passenger boat - and we are 
now in the process of getting one.ò: Bougainville President John Momis.  
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New lease of life found in PNG 

By Letitia Atkinson 

 

The head of road policing in the Western Bay of Plenty is glad to be back on home soil after 
spending six months in Papua New Guinea. 

Senior Sergeant Ian Campion embarked on his second deployment to the country in June and 
returned to New Zealand on December 23, just in time to spend Christmas with his family. 

  

 
Ian Campion is pleased to be back working at Greerton Police Station. 

  

ñI have been fortunate enough to have two deployments in Bougainville,ò says Ian. 

ñSo the first of those was between August and December in 2010, and then last year I was in 
Bougainville. 

ñMy role on my second visit was as an advisor to the Northern Regional Commander of the 
Bougainville Police Service.ò 

Ian says part of his work was around capacity building and training, but also coaching, mentoring, 
advising and general police work, in addition to administrative processes and policies. 

ñI enjoyed both deployments; the work that I did (on my first deployment) was very different to the 
position I held the second time in that I was advising the Northern Regional Commander, as 
opposed to my first posting there, which was capacity building and training with the traffic units in 
the three main centres. 

ñIt was quite different, but I really enjoyed every minute of the deployment. 

ñSome of my highlights were visits to schools way up in the rural sectors. 

ñThere was one particular school that from the end of the road we walked another two hours up 
into the mountains ï that was probably one of the most memorable occasions. 



 

 

  

 
Ian Campion in Bougainville. 

  

ñThe kids are just like sponges, theyôre so keen to learn. 

ñThey want to hear about other parts of the world and they are very interested in what weôre doing 
there.ò 

He says the reason for visiting schools was to deliver messages about keeping safe, not only 
near roads, but also in the village environment. 

ñBuilding confidence and that the police are there to help.ò 

Despite enjoying his time in Papua New Guinea, Ian says he is glad to be home. 

ñTo be fair, I am really enjoying civilisation. 

ñIôm enjoying getting back into the company of friends and family and Iôm enjoying the work here. 

ñHaving deployments like that makes you appreciate being in New Zealand and appreciate the 
resources that the New Zealand Police have, as well as the infrastructure and IT systems we 
enjoy.ò  
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Papua New Guineaôs New Dawn With Community Radio  
By Catherine Wilson* 

 

It was the decade-long civil war in the autonomous Bougainville region that inspired the founding 
of New Dawn FM, a community radio station recognised for contributing to the rebirth of civil 
society and development.  

  

  

In 2001, a peace agreement ended a devastating conflict triggered by the destructive legacy of 
the foreign-operated Panguna copper mine. All radio broadcasting infrastructure on the island 
was destroyed during the war, which claimed 20,000 lives.  

 

After Bougainville was granted autonomy in 2005, former broadcasting journalists overcame 
logistical hurdles to launch PNGôs first community radio station.  

  



 

 

  

"Our biggest challenge starting New Dawn FM was actually 
finance, as we were just coming out of the crisis and we had no 
money," recounted Aloysius Laukai (picture), manager of the 
station. "But we received some assistance through UNESCO 
and the German government and we started the radio."  

The international funding paid for studio equipment and a 
transmitter.  

According to the World Association of Community Radio 
Broadcasters, AMARC, ócommunity radio is not about doing 
something for the community, but about the community doing 
something for itself.ô For many provincial communities separated 
by mountains and dense rainforest in Papua New Guinea (PNG), 
self-sufficiency is a necessity.  

This is reflected in PNGôs strong community radio sector which dominates commercial radio 
services across the country. The National Information and Communications Technology Authority 
confirms that nationwide there are 62 licensed commercial radio stations and 133 community 
radio stations.  

Today Bougainville has a population of approximately 300,000. New Dawn broadcasts in English 
and óTok Pisinô, the lingua franca, to nearly 50,000 listeners across northern Bougainville and has 
plans to expand coverage to the central town of Arawa.  

PNGôs National Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) operates in the autonomous region as well. 

"New Dawn broadcasts during the day 18 hours, while NBC broadcasts just about 12 hours per 
day," Laukai said, explaining the differences.  

  

 
Radio New Dawn Building in Buka 

  

New Dawn also has a news blog accessible where there is mobile network coverage in Central 
and South Bougainville. This is a significant communication service to rural areas lacking basic 
public services.  



 

 

The station prioritises community empowerment, local current affairs and supports reconciliation. 
It uses live broadcasts of reconciliation ceremonies and landmark events taking place in different 
parts of the province to build inter-community trust where once there was bitter division.  

"We cover a lot of activities the government is doing for peace and reconciliation," Laukai 
explained. "If there is a happening, like an inauguration in Arawa, we broadcast from there to our 
listeners on Buka Island. Because our aim is to make sure they are in tune; North Bougainville is 
in tune with what is happening in South Bougainville."  

Another challenge is addressing the generation that missed out on education during the conflict 
and many ex-combatants who feel excluded from mainstream society.  

óWe are working with World Vision (an evangelical relief and development umbrella organisation) 
now on an education project of adult learning programmes," Laukai said. The station will begin 
broadcasting to adult learners throughout Central Bougainville this year.  

Following ten years of peace, development is the next priority, especially for 97 percent of 
Bougainvilleôs population that lives in rural areas. New Dawn encourages farmers to seek and 
share knowledge via the airwaves.  

"We have had problems with cocoa pod borer in the last year," recounted Laukai, "Many 
(farmers) cut off their trees and planted new ones. But one farmer did his own experiment in 
removing shade trees, chasing the insects away with sunlight." The story helped recover 
production.  

In other areas of social development, the community broadcaster has been drawing on the power 
of international collaboration.  

  

<  Aloysius Laukai with former 
Minister of Bougainville Affairs 
Fidelis Semoso 

  

  

In 2010, it initiated a programme 
design workshop with the 
Commonwealth of Learning - an 
intergovernmental organisation 
tasked with increasing access to 
education in developing 
Commonwealth countries - 
Bougainvilleôs ministry of 
community affairs and non-
government organisations 
(NGOs).  

An important outcome of the 
workshop was óBougainville 
Women Todayô, a community-
based learning programme 
addressing womenôs health 
issues such as teenage 

pregnancies as well as malaria.  

To actively involve the community, "we have established listenersô clubs, like womenôs groups," 
Laukai elaborated. "They come and we design the programmes. Every time we broadcast a 
programme, we put it on a CD and we send it out to these listenersô clubs. Then they listen to 
them at their own location and at their own timing."  

The pioneering broadcaster has faced challenges, although lack of media freedom is not one.  

"Since we started, we havenôt encountered any problems, even from the government or from the 
members," Laukai stated. "We feel like we are free to do what we are doing, but we must be 
responsible reporters."  

The media in PNG operate in a self-regulatory environment. The 1989 censorship act sets 
general standards of broadcasting, but media laws are enabling and follows national policy that 
states: "All people have the right to be dynamically involved in the processes of their own 
development and should have the opportunity to participate in communication processes at all 
levels."  



 

 

The main challenge was financial. "Since we started, we were really struggling to run the station," 
Laukai admitted. "In 2008, we got some funding after we covered the funeral service of the late 
president and the local government gave us Kina 50,000 (24,125 dollars). Last year, they gave us 
a grant of another 24,125 dollars. But we are building our own capacity."  

Some revenue is generated by broadcasting parliament sessions and giving members time on air 
for questions.  

According to Helen, a listener who works with a local development NGO, "the government 
programme is very helpful. We learn what the President and his government are doing. Many 
people we work with want to know what the government is doing on the island, so we can tell 
them."  

Word of New Dawnôs achievements spread and, in 2009, it received the Communication and 
Social Change Award from the University of Queensland, Australia.  

This year the station is set to make a significant contribution in the national election. At a recent 
meeting between the electoral commission and national media, the station put forward a proposal 
to use frontline short messaging service or SMS technology, which it has used in operations since 
2011, as a tool in preventing election fraud.  

"We really introduced a good network which the whole of PNG can use to monitor the election," 
Laukai proudly claimed.  

  

*This story was produced with the support of UNESCO.  
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PNG ferry disaster prompts Aropa runway opening 

 

There is agreement on the Papua New Guinea island of Bougainville to re-open the Aropa 
runway to receive the bodies of locals who died in the ferry sinking off Morobe. 

The Post Courier reports this was decided by dissident armed groups and those that own and 
who man the runway. 

It says this will make it easier for the relatives to come and receive the bodies of their children 
and relatives who died when the MV Rabaul Queen sank. 

There have been suggestions that had the airport at Aropa had been open and in operation, lives 
of innocent Bougainvilleans would have been saved because they would not have had to take the 
ferry. 

Before the civil war, Aropa was the islandôs main airport. 
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Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) to resume heathcare projects 

in South-Bougainville! 

  

  

Please make a donation to Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) ! 

  

Find out more: http://msf.org/msf/donations/donations_home.cfm 

  

http://msf.org/msf/donations/donations_home.cfm
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Aropa airport re-opens to help Bougainvilleans 

 

 

AROPA airport (picture), once Bougainvilleôs gateway to the world, will be open to the outside 
world soon.  

The Meôekamui soldiers, former hardliners and landowners of the Aropa airport have agreed to 
open up the runway to receive the dead bodies of central and south Bougainvilleans who died on 
the ill-fated MV Rabaul Queen voyage who will be flown direct to the mainland.  

This is to make it easier for the relatives to come and receive the bodies of their children and 
relatives who died when the ship sank near the Lae waters. 

Communications Minister and Central Bougainville MP Jimmy Miringtoro said in Port Moresby 
yesterday that this is an agreement reached with the once rebel hardliners of the region and 
those that own and who man the runway. 

Mr Miringtoro said that the Meôekamui soldiers in Central Bougainville including the landowners of 
Aropa have agreed that they are partly responsible for what had happened, specifically the death 
of Bougainvilleans from the tragic sinking. 

ñYou see, the Meôekamui have said they are partly to be blamed for the loss of lives of specifically 
mainland Bougainvilleans who use the Sharp ferries more often to travel abroad in search of 
further education.  

These are the parents whose children have suffered and mostly affected by the 10-year 
Bougainville Crisis and most of them come from Kieta, Siwai and Buin,ò Mr Miringtoro said.  

ñThey have agreed to open up Aropa airport. The bodies of those in Central and South 
Bougainville will be flown by air and the plane will land at the Aropa airport to make it easier for 
the relatives of those that have lost their loved ones,ò Mr Miringtoro said.  

The bodies will come directly to Aropa airport once the Government or the authorities on the 
ground complete and are ready to release the bodies of those found dead in the sinking ship.ò 



 

 

He said that those in authority of the Aropa Airport had said that if it was open and in operation 
lives of the innocent Bougainvilleans would have been saved.  

ñBy sending them via the ship was basically the easier means of travelling out of Buka, given the 
limited flights and seats with the only airline that services the air route to Bougainville through 
Buka Island.  

ñThis will now change,ò Mr Miringtoro said. 
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Rio Tinto, BHP make way to return to PNG 

By PETER KORUGL 

 

Two prominent global diversified natural resource companies are heading back to Papua New 
Guinea. 

They are the London based Rio Tinto Group and Melbourne based BHP Billiton. The two global 
multinational exploration, development, production and processing corporations are making their 
bid to hunt for riches in PNGôs natural resources and the approvals for their entry is only a 
formality. 

 

 Peter O'Neill 

 

 William Duma 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill and his Minister for Petroleum and Energy William Duma confirmed 
yesterday that the big diversified natural resource corporations have lodged applications for 
exploration licenses in the country. 

ñI do not see any problems in the companies getting their approvals. Papua New Guinea needs 
them and their interest in PNG reflects the trust and confidence they have in the country and 
Government,ò Mr OôNeill said. 

Mr Duma added: ñThe re-entry of BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto is a demonstration of the trust and 
confidence multi-nationals around the globe have for PNG and the Government and the leaders 
in the mining, petroleum and hydrocarbon sectors.  

ñWe, as a country, stand to gain more and we canôt go wrong.ò 

Rio Tinto Group is based in London, United Kingdom. The company was founded in 1873, and 
has since grown through a long series of mergers and acquisitions to place itself among the world 
leaders in the production of many commodities, including aluminium, iron ore, copper, uranium, 
coal, and diamonds. As of March 2009, Rio Tinto is the fourth largest publicly listed mining 
company in the world and was listed in Fortune magazine's 2008 Global 500 ranking of largest 
worldwide companies by revenue at number 263. In 2007, the company was valued at $US147 
billion. 

Rio Tinto owns 53.83 percent share in the now defunct Panguna Copper mine, which 
commenced operation in 1972 and ended in 1989 due to the crisis. 

BHP Billiton is headquartered in Melbourne, Australia, and with a major management office in 
London, United Kingdom. It is the world's largest mining company measured by revenue and as 
of February 2011 was the world's third-largest company measured by market capitalisation.  



 

 

BHP Billiton was created in 2001 through the merger of the Australian Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company Limited (BHP) and the Anglo-Dutch Billiton plc. It had a market capitalisation of about 
£39.6 billion as of December 23 2011, making it the 9th largest company on the London Stock 
Exchange. 

BHP Billiton owned 52 percent shares in the Ok Tedi copper mine and after 20 years of operating 
the mine, the company pulled out in 2002 due to heightened concerns on the destruction to the 
environment from the mine.  

Mr OôNeill said the interest by BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto showed that PNG remained an attraction 
for many global players. Few days ago, Royal Dutch Shell, the worldôs number one energy 
company reopened its office in PNG. 

ñOur tax regimes are conducive. This is why we are getting this renewed interest from these 
global players. This government does not only see the value of inviting internationally recognised 
exploration and development companies into PNG but also recognises the importance of 
proactive measures in ensuring that our petroleum, gas and mineral regimes are conducive to 
facilitating and strengthening the commercial interests of the players in the industries,ò Mr Duma 
said. 
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Confused! 

Self-appointed Bougainville fashion columnist Antony Loewenstein hits back! 

 

Find out here: 

 

13.02.2012 

Source: Antony Loewenstein's Blog 

http://antonyloewenstein.com/2012/02/13/disaster-capitalists-in-bougainville-just-want-to-another-shot-at-ruining-the-
place/ 

 

Disaster capitalists in Bougainville just want another shot at ruining the place. 

 

A foreign company destroys Bougainville in Papua New Guinea and leaves a trail of ecological 
destruction. Years after, the same company wants to re-open the same mine by whispering sweet 
nothings about its intentions. Dont believe a word. 

Following my Crikey investigation last week, today sees an unintentionally funny response. Yes, 
vulture capitalists are crying poor and demanding a fair go. Having seen with my own eyes what 
they did last time in Bougainville, they quite simply canôt be trusted now: 

Axel G. Sturm, Bougainville Copper, writes: Re. ñHow the óresource curseô eats at the heart of 
Bougainvilleò (Friday, item 8). 

Unfortunately Antony Loewenstein missed a good chance to unmask the situation in 
Bougainvilleôs central region. 

Unfortunately he seems to be more interested in describing peopleôs clothing than analysing their 
real problems: No word about the money paid in the past by BCL  that vanished in the pockets of 
dubious PNG businessmen and greedy politicians. No word about multiple criminal groups thatלð
 .try to enrich themselves and kill even children for thatלðלuntil todayל

Only a few days ago PNG attitude published an article on that. 

Our company, Bougainville Copper Limited, has been more or less a victim of local greed and 
brutality. But Loewenstein pretends to be an ñindependent journalistò. But in reality his work is 
superficial and extremely poorלðלunfortunately! His allegations that China could be a better 
adviser in independence than Australia is absolute nonsense. 

http://antonyloewenstein.com/2012/02/13/disaster-capitalists-in-bougainville-just-want-to-another-shot-at-ruining-the-place/
http://antonyloewenstein.com/2012/02/13/disaster-capitalists-in-bougainville-just-want-to-another-shot-at-ruining-the-place/


 

 

I know very well that it is not easy to get a good overview on the complex situation on the ground. 
Therefore the European shareholders of Bougainville Copper provide the worldôs biggest source 
for research on Bougainville  www.bougainville-copper.eu . 
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Bougainville combatants demand payment before releasing ships 

 

The armed group who have taken control of three ships owned by the company which also 
owned the sunken passenger ferry MV Rabaul Queen, say they will release the ships once they 
receive payment for providing security for them. 

The ships were seized almost immediately after the sinking of the Rabaul Queen 11 days ago, 
while enroute from Kimbe in West New Britain Province to the city of Lae on the mainland. 

Most passengers were students from the island provinces of PNG, including the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville. 

The disaster has left families shocked and grieving, with many still trying to find out if their loved 
ones were survivors or not, and demanding an answer to just what happened. 

Over the weekend it was announced there will be a probe into what happened. 

 

Presenter:Campbell Cooney 

Speaker: John Angamata, spokesman for the former Bougainville combatants who seized three 
ships in Buka  

  

  Listen here !   
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Leaders urged to respect PNG laws 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Regional MP Fidelis Semoso has strongly called on all government leaders to 
respect the rule of law and the Constitution. 

Speaking yesterday during the opening of the Legal Year in Bougainville, Mr Semoso said: 
ñLeaders have been breaching the Constitution and not maintaining democracy.ò 

He said the Constitution had the underlying laws that hold the very fabric of democracy and 
democratic institutions of both PNG and Bougainville. 

ñLeaders please comply, by the rule of law and stand firm to support the Constitution.ò he said. 

Mr Semoso said that the political impasse was not about Somare, Peter OôNeill, John Momis, or 
himself but about the laws, that have to be followed.  

He added that leaders had trampled over the laws of the country and this showed that there was 
no respect for the judiciary. 

ñThere is a dangerous trend of breaches, if we do not respect the judiciary.  

ñIf we continue to trample on our laws, what law we will turn into to argue our rights?ò he 
questioned. 

Furthermore, Mr Semoso called on all members of the law enforcing agencies to uphold and 
enforce the laws and maintain good law and order. 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2064458.asx


 

 

He said that there was a need for a vibrant and strong judiciary to maintain the integrity of the rule 
of law and the Constitution. 

ñWe have to work together to develop and maintain our judiciary system.  

ñIt is about time, we leaders do the right thing for the best interest of the people of this great 
nation and follow the rule of law and the Constitution.ò 

In the meantime, Mr Semoso said a country without law and order had no development taking 
place and never achieved its dreams. 
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MP urged to honour promise to police 

 

POLICE in Central Bougainville are calling on the Member for Central Bougainville Jimmy 
Miringtoro to ñimmediately act upon the long-awaitedò promise he made to them in 2007. 

According to the Arawa police station commander senior sergeant Herman Birengka, Mr 
Miringtoro had promised after his election victory that he would be funding three new police 
vehicles. 

Mr Birengka said police were already fed up with waiting for Mr Miringtoro to fulfil his promise and 
had challenged him to immediately honour his commitment. 

ñI am now calling on Mr Miringtoro to honour his promise. It is now over four years since he made 
the promise and we are still waiting,ò Mr Birengka said.  

He said logistical problems had greatly affected police from effectively carrying out their duties.  

ñAt the moment police cannot attend to all the cases reported to us because of logistical problem. 
There are many outstanding rape, attempted murder and murder cases which police have yet to 
act upon. If our member had honoured his promise we would have been able to attend to these 
cases,ò Mr Birengka said.  

He added that since it was nearly election time lack of vehicles would greatly affect his men from 
carrying out their election duties.  

He said if other Bougainville MPs can help police in their electorates why canôt Mr Miringtoro do 
the same. 
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Bougainville told to build house for own judge 

By FABIAN HAKALITS  

 

Bougainville leaders were challenged to ensure they have their own judge on the ground at the 
official opening of the Legal Year yesterday. 

Lawyersô representative Thomas Tamusio issued the challenge, asking the Autonomous 
Bougainville Government and the Judiciary System to facilitate for this to become a reality. 

In response, visiting judge Justice John Kawi said a judge can be permanent in Bougainville if the 
regional government builds a house for the justice. 

Yesterdayôs ceremony was held at the Bougainville Diocese Headquarters at Hahela in Buka 
after the celebration of the Holy Eucharist which was led by the Shepherd of the Diocese, Bishop 
Bernard Unabali. 

After the church service, the guests were taken to the stage, by the traditional singsing group 
from Pokpok Island of Kieta, Central Bougainville.  

They included visiting Judge Justice John Kawi and Acting Judge David Maliku, ABG President 
John Momis, Bougainville Regional MP Fidelis Semoso, Members of the Bougainville House of 



 

 

Representatives and Bougainville Administrations, lawyers, magistrates and heads of law agents 
including the Bougainville Police Service, and Correctional Service Institute. 

A six-men delegation from the Philippines that were in the region to hold business talks with ABG 
also had the privilege to attend the opening. 

Mr Semoso said in his address that every citizen including the government of the day should 
respect judiciary, the rule of law and the Constitution. 

Mr Semoso says judiciary should continue to exist to strengthen the law and order in the country. 

Lawyerôs representative Thomas Tamusio said judges, lawyers, magistrates, lawyers, police 
officers and correctional officers were agents of laws and should work to protect judiciary. 

He said as the custodian of the laws, they had a noble profession to carry out their work with 
diligence and care.  

ñYou have to work to protect the judiciary. The work you do confines to the State, family and 
community.ò Mr Tamusio said. 

He also challenged the ABG, and the PNG judiciary system to facilitate for Bougainville to have a 
resident judge to attend to outstanding cases. 

ñA judge could be sent to Bougainville tomorrow, only if there is a house for the judge.  

ñI am strongly appealing to the ABG if you are seriously thinking about this, what are you waiting 
for?òJustice Kawi questioned. 
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Bougainville to get PNG tertiary institutions 

 

The president of Bougainville, John Momis, says a number of key tertiary institutions are to set up 
in the autonomous Papua New Guinea province. 

Bougainville has no tertiary facilities, forcing students to travel to the mainland. 

Mr Momis says agreements have been reached to set up local campuses of three key PNG 
universities in the province. 

ñWe have taken steps now to bring the Divine Word University campus, to set up a campus in 
Bougainville, the University of Technology to set a campus in Bougainville and the University of 
Papua New Guinea. So that we can alleviate the problem that parents and students have of 
finding money for themselves to travel right across Papua New Guinea because of the lack of 
educational opportunities in Bougainville.ò :  Bougainville President John Momis. 

Dozens of young Bougainvilleans, many of them students, were on the Rabaul Queen which sank 
off Morobe 11 days ago - about 44 are believed to have drowned. 
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Legal year opened 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Bougainville region joined the rest of the country in launching the 2012 legal year at Hahela 
catholic parish on Bukai island. 

The ceremony started with the legal fratenity marching from the ABG offices in Kubu to the 
HAHELA CHURCH where the Bishop of Bougainville,Bishop Benard Unabali. 

Two national court judges,Justice John Kawi and acting judge David Maliku witnessed the 
ceremony. 

Speakers included the Bishop who talked on the church's Justice and peace initiative on 
Bougainville. 



 

 

Bougainville regional member whos choir sang at the mass,ABG LLG minister,Joe Nopei, 
lawyer's representative,Thomas Tamusio, ABG President,JOHN MOMIS And Justice John Kawi. 

  

 
Pictured are the members of the legal fraternity marching to church this morning. 

Picture by Aloysius Laukai 

  

 
Justice John Kawi and acting judge David Maliku marching with police anc CIS officers this morning. 

AL 

  



 

 

 
Pictures of warders from the new Bekut jail at the parade this morning 

AL 
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Sample desert 

Test Desert 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Philippinos currently visiting Bougainville managed to show some recepies to some 
Bougainvilleans in Buka today : 



 

 

 
Pictured is chief Joe Pais being served the menu. 

AL 
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PNG ferry disaster survivors reeling, says Momis 

 

The President of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville says the survivors 
of the sinking of the Rabaul Queen are reeling from the injustice of the disaster. 

About 44 Bougainvilleans, many of them students, are thought to be among the about 100 who 
lost their lives. 

This week President John Momis spent time in Lae in Morobe with the several dozen 
Bougainvilleans who survived the ordeal. 

He says they feel they donôt know what hit them and this coupled with the deaths of mates and 
the notoriety of a shipping company which ignored advice not to sail has added to the sense of 
distress and loss. 

Mr Momis gave the survivors some financial support from his government to cover school fees 
and pocket money for immediate needs. 

ñAnd also helping to repatriate any one of them who may wish to withdraw from their studies due 
to trauma, and also repatriating the relatives who came, not too many, but we do have some 
family members who went to Lae when they heard their loved ones were lost at sea.ò 
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PNG ferry disaster survivors reeling, says Momis 

 

The President of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville says the survivors 
of the sinking of the Rabaul Queen are reeling from the injustice of the disaster. 

About 44 Bougainvilleans, many of them students, are thought to be among the about 100 who 
lost their lives. 

This week President John Momis spent time in Lae in Morobe with the several dozen 
Bougainvilleans who survived the ordeal. 

He says they feel they donôt know what hit them and this coupled with the deaths of mates and 
the notoriety of a shipping company which ignored advice not to sail has added to the sense of 
distress and loss. 

Mr Momis gave the survivors some financial support from his government to cover school fees 
and pocket money for immediate needs. 

ñAnd also helping to repatriate any one of them who may wish to withdraw from their studies due 
to trauma, and also repatriating the relatives who came, not too many, but we do have some 
family members who went to Lae when they heard their loved ones were lost at sea.ò 
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Bougainville presidents says PNG ferry disaster caused anger 

 

The President of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville says there is so 
much public anger over the Rabaul Queen sinking that heôs confident the government will act to 
improve the countryôs shipping services. 

The vessel sank just over a week ago off Morobe with current official estimates of about 100 
people losing their lives, but other reports suggest much higher figures. 

The Prime Minister, Peter OôNeill, met survivors in Lae this week and promised a comprehensive 
inquiry into the disaster. 

Dozens of the victims were from Bougainville and its President, John Momis, says the inquiry will 
not only focus on the shipping company but also look at apparent corruption within the relevant 
government agencies. 

He says he believes Mr OôNeill will act on the findings. 
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More than 300 people now feared to have died in PNG ferry sinking 

 

Itôs now feared that more than 300 people lost their lives in last weekôs ferry sinking in Papua New 
Guinea. 
The MV Rabaul Queen sank in rough seas near the end of a 20-hour journey from Kimbe to 
PNGôs second largest city, Lae. 

Charlie Masange of the Morobe Provincial Disaster Management Office says the number of 
people rescued has been recalculated as 237. 
He says new information from relatives of those onboard puts the number of people missing at 
321. 
ñAnd we found that about 179 could be unaccounted for meaning they did not purchase those 
tickets properly or in a right way, they might have just given the money to the ticket person, they 
just got on board the ship at Kimbe.ò 

Charlie Masange says it was up to the shipôs captain to restrict the number of passengers to the 
310 it was licenced to carry. 
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Team Arrive 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The philiphine team arrived on Buka this morning but were unable to travel to Arawa due to bad 
weather. 

It has been raining for a week and the rivers are flooded between Buka and Arawa. 

  

 
Pictured is team leader RAYMUND B.PUYAT talking to Protocol officer Philiph Kiha at the Buka airport. 
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Philippines investors visit Bougainville 

 

AN investment delegation from Philippines will arrive in Buka on Friday to explore direct 
investment, trade and commercial ties with Bougainville. 

Bougainville president John Momis said the groupôs interest covers potential investment in 
agriculture, banking, shipping, tourism, fisheries and mining. 

He said the group comprising eight business executives and leading politicians will have the 
opportunity to develop direct trade links with the Bougainville government and business 
community. 

Momis said their visit is another positive indicator that Bougainville is well on the road to political 
and broad based economic recovery. 



 

 

He assured that Bougainville is open for creditable business and investment opportunities. 

The delegation will start with a full day briefing by the president and ABG officials followed by a 
trip to Arawa, Aropa airport, Kieta Wharf and Loloho sites in Central Bougainville. 

Momis said some of the investors will travel to Siwai, Kangu and Tonolei in South Bougainville to 
explore investment opportunities particularly in pineapple production. 

He added that the private sector business groups in Bougainville will have the opportunity to have 
one on one dialogue with potential business partners. 

Momis urged that it is now up to the people of Bougainville to demonstrate maturity and embrace 
the opportunities that will come their way. 
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ESBC comments: Unfortunately Antony Loewenstein missed a good chance to unmask 
the situation in Bougainville's central region. Unfortunately he seems to be more 
interested in describing people's clothing than analyzing their real problems: No word 
about the money paid in the past by BCL and that vanished in the pockets of dubious PNG 
businessmen and greedy politicians. No word about multiple criminal groups that - until 
today -  try to enrich themselves and kill for that.  

 

Please read Mr. Loewenstein's article here: 

 

How the óresource curseô eats at the heart of Bougainville 

by Antony Loewenstein 

 

The rusted air vent is deafening and a whoosh echoes around the pit. Copper-polluted water sits 
in a pool nearby and trees are starting to take over the graded hillside. Rocky, uneven ground is 
where locals pan for gold, hoping to find a few grams to make some money for families living in 
nearby villages. Seven kilometres wide at its broadest point, the Rio Tinto-controlled Bougainville 
copper mine in Papua New Guinea hasnôt been in operation for nearly 25 years, yet still 
dominates the local landscape. 

Dozens of massive trucks lie inoperable. Oil drips from their engines and runs downstream. A 
loud, machine-like sound is heard in the pit. The vent is sucking air directly into a pipe that takes 
water outside the mine itself. It is this device that allows the mine not to fill up completely with 
water when it rains constantly during the rainy season. It has been making this booming sound 24 
hours a day for the past two decades. 

The islandôs brutal war from 1989 to 1997 caused the death of many thousands, maimed 
countless others and involved Australia arming, training and funding Port Moresby to oppose the 
rebellion. Former PNG leader Michael Somare accuses Rio Tinto of violently suppressing rebels 
opposed to the mine during the ñcrisisò. 

Bougainvilleans may have won the war but the peace has left years of inertia, and a province 
desperately in need of rehabilitation. 

The town closest to Panguna mine, Awara, feels stuck in time, old buildings are devoured by lush 
jungle, Shell and Mobil service stations decay on the side of the road. The locals are used to the 
poor infrastructure and housing and there are few active services for the dwindling population. 

ñThe mine was never really closed,ò says Josephine, manager of the Arawa Womenôs Training 
Centre. ñWorkers and the company just fled.ò 

Rio Tinto refuses to properly clean up its mess. Kilometres of tailingsð waste dumped by mine 
operatorsð have caused a once clear river and land to be turned into desert. 

ñI remember when this used to be all green back in the 1960s,ò says Willy, in faded polo shirt, 
grey shorts and bare feet, a former leader in the Bougainville Revolutionary Army who 
accompanies me to the area. ñWe used to tell the mine owners for years that they were polluting 
everything but they ignored us. We had no choice but to fight for our rights over the land.ò 



 

 

The local community is divided over whether to try and reopen the mine as a healthy source of 
income before a planned independence referendum in the next year or develop adventure 
tourism and sustainable farming. 

The owner of the mine, Bougainville Copper Limited, has a website that claims its future is bright. 
Peter Taylor, chairman and managing director of Bougainville Copper, told Radio Australia in 
2011 that he was ready to reopen the mine but he made no comment about cleaning up the 
ecological disaster his company created last time. He blamed some ñsmall but strong [local] 
pockets of oppositionò to his firmôs re-entry. 

The only person I meet who adamantly opposes any kind of mining is the man who protects a 
checkpoint that every Westerner has to pass to enter the mining area. I visit ñCommander Alexò 
the day before my visit to explain the purpose of my trip and obtain permission. A $100 fee is 
paid, and an invoice issued, to prove I am there for the right reasons. He says he will stay at the 
checkpoint until compensation is fully paid to all those deserve it. He lives at the checkpoint 24 
hours a day. 

Willyôs fears reflect many peopleôs that I hear. He worries about further ecological catastrophe if 
Panguna re-establishes itself but is torn between dual desires; supporting a young population 
who are currently experiencing a baby boom while also providing adequate compensation for the 
former fighters and families who suffered during the ñcrisisò (the only word I hear used to describe 
the bloodshed). 

Nobody has faith in politicians in either Bougainville or Port Moresby and Willy knows Canberra 
talks about avoiding ñfailed statesò on its doorstep. For this reason, he worries Australia will not 
support independence for the province. But perhaps China will, he suggests, and exert influence 
as they are currently doing in East Timor, Mongolia and beyond. 

A man in his early 60s who lives in a decaying weatherboard house on the outskirts of Awara, 
Willy told me he hasnôt seen his young grandchildren for five years because they live in an 
inaccessible area near town and he canôt afford to hire a truck to get there. 

Individuals in Bougainville acknowledge the economic weakness of their position if they want 
independence. They need investment, trust and foreign capital. One of the former leaders of the 
Bougainville revolution, Samuel Kauona, is upbeat, however. 

He tells me about his vision for the island, namely independence and sustainable mining. He talks 
about the 500-year history of foreign powers, including Australia, not allowing Bougainville to 
exercise autonomy. For him, keeping the massive mineral wealth in local hands is essential: ñThis 
is why we fought the war.ò 

Samuel is shortly to present to the Bougainville Autonomous Government the first mining 
exploration since the end of the ñcrisisò, a desire to examine land that he believes contains gold 
and silver (conservative estimates I hear claim that billions of dollars worth of gold, copper and 
silver remain undiscovered in the province). Only then will overseas companies be allowed to 
assist locals in exploiting the resources but Bougainville landowners will be the primary driver of 
the projects. 

He explains how his insurgency beat the PNG army, its patron, the Australian government and 
Rio Tinto in the ñcrisisò. His men knew the terrain and opponents were no match for their guerilla 
tactics. Kauona says that the Americans in Iraq and Afghanistan faced the same adversary but 
arrogantly believed they could win with counter-insurgency tactics. 

Perhaps Samuelôs most provocative suggestion is to cut Australiaôs aid budget to PNG (Canberra 
currently gives close to $500 million annually). ñI would stop all the aid tomorrow,ò he says. ñItôs 
not making people self-sufficient.ò He has little time for the influx of old men in parliament in 
Moresby and Bougainville. ñWe need young people to lead [a not too subtle dig at Michael 
Somare, a man for whom I find no support on the island].ò 

Samuel would not be pleased with a view I heard in Port Moresby from some local NGO 
employees who say they hope and pray Australia reclaims control over PNG and teaches them to 
properly manage the nation. I respond by saying I canôt think of any other example globally where 
the formerly colonised request the coloniser to control them again. ñThings are desperate here,ò 
one responds tartly. 

These sentiments are not universal. Bougainville hotel manager Josephine, a strong figure in her 
ô50s with fuzzy black and blonde hair and blue-and-red dress, explains that her vision is for 
Western tourists to come and hike around Bougainville and a robust agricultural sector flourishing 
in the fertile ground. The record of Panguna mine is so bad, she says, that it is almost 
unimaginable for it to return. 



 

 

  

*Antony Loewenstein is an independent journalist currently writing a book about vulture capitalism 
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Filipino trade delegation in Bougainville  
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

A TRADE delegation from the Philippines arrives in Buka Island, Bougainville, today to explore 
direct investment, trade and commercial ties with locals. 

Bougainville president John Momis said the groupôs interest covered potential investment in 
agriculture, banking, shipping, tourism, fishing and mining. 

He said the group comprising 31 business executives and politicians would have the opportunity 
to direct trade links with the Bougainville government and business community. 

ñThis visit is yet another positive indicator that Bougainville is well on the road to political and 
broad based economic recovery,ò Momis said. 

ñBougainville is open for creditable business and investment opportunities.ò 

The delegation will be briefed by Momis and ABG officials before going on a trip to Arawa, Aropa 
airport, Kieta wharf and Loloho sites in Central Bougainville. 

ñStressing the potential investment in the agriculture sector, particularly in pineapple production, 
some members of the group will travel to Siwai, Kangu and Tonolei in South Bougainville,ôô Momis 
said. 

ñPrivate sector business groups in Bougainville will have the opportunity to have one-on-one 
dialogue with potential business partners.ò 

Momis said it was now up to the people of Bougainville to show maturity and embrace the 
opportunities coming their way. 
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Royals send condolences  
  

  



 

 

    

QUEEN Elizabeth II and Prince Charles have conveyed their condolences and sympathy to the 
relatives and families of those lost their lives in the mv Rabaul Queen tragedy. 

She also conveyed her gratitude to the emergency services and the rescue people who worked 
hard to rescue survivors and retrieve dead bodies. 

The Queenôs message, sent through her representative the Governor-General Sir Michael Ogio 
read: ñI was shocked to learn of the sinking of the ferry mv Rabaul Queen off PNG yesterday. 

ñPlease convey my deepest sympathy to all those who have been affected, especially those who 
are awaiting news of missing family and friends. 

ñPlease, also extend my sincere thanks and admiration to the emergency services and everyone 
on the rescue in difficult conditions. 

ñMy thought and prayers are with you all at this distressing time.ò 

Prince Charles, who is to visit PNG to mark the 60th anniversary of the Queenôs reign this year, 
said: ñI just wanted you to know how deeply distressed my wife and I were by news of the sinking 
of mv Rabaul Queen. I have heard of the remarkable work of the emergency services and have 
been so relieved that this has led to the safe recovery of so many passengers. 

ñOur hearts go out to the families and friends of those unaccounted for, as you wait anxiously for 
further news. You are all in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.ò 
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Aussies fast to help in sinking ship  
 

AUSTRALIA responded within minutes of the sinking of the mv Rabaul Queen, Foreign Minister 
Kevin Rudd told federal parliament on its first day of sitting Tuesday. 

While offering condolence and sympathy for those dead or missing, Rudd said Australia played a 
key role in coordinating search and rescue facilities. While he did not express it explicitly, it is 
believed Australiaôs role and quick response was largely responsible for the rescue of the majority 
of passengers. 

Within minutes of the incident, Australian maritime safety authority passed on the distress signal 
to transiting ships which resulted in five foreign vessels responding and moving into the area. 

Within a few hours, two AMSA rescue aircraft were deployed ï one from Cairns and the other 
from Darwin, Rudd said. 

  

ñThe aircraft from Cairns was able to 
drop life rafts into the sea to assist 
survivors while they waited to be 
rescued by merchant vessels,ò Rudd 
said. 

  

ñThey were joined in the search on the 
first day by a Royal Australian Air 
Force P3 Orion aircraft.  An Australian 
Border Command Dash 8 also 
contributed to the search and rescue 
operation. AMSA also engaged three 
helicopters and two civilian aircraft in 
the search, including a Queensland 
Careflight jet. 

 ñAustralians were shocked to learn of 
the terrible loss of lives that occurred on Feb 2 with the sinking of the ship. As might be expected 
of a close friend and neighbour, Australia has been heavily involved in support for the PNG-led 
response to this disaster. 



 

 

ñAustralians can justifiably be proud of our rapid and effective response.ò 

AMSA also deployed several Australian rescue and recovery personnel to Lae to assist. 

The Australian high commission in Port Moresby deployed a naval officer to the PNG Maritime 
Safety Authority. Another Defence member of the High Commission staff, based in Lae 
coordinated with local agencies there, and arranged refuelling of the search and rescue aircraft. 
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Business analysis of PNG's political situation 

 

ALTHOUGH IT ENDED PEACEFULLY, the attempted coup marked a dangerous escalation in 
the long-running battle for power between Somare and O'Neill, and a worrying sign of political 
instability for investors, resulting in Standard and Poor's downgrading PNG's credit rating from B+ 
to B-. 

 

However, it is unlikely to have any short-term adverse effects on any of the major extractive 
projects currently underway, and the regulatory environment for foreign investment will stay 
stable in the run-up to the 2012 elections. 

As Somare's supporters have boycotted parliament, the current government has struggled to 
push forward its planned reform program ahead of the June 2012 elections. 

The government had hoped to consolidate its rule through a populist program, which included a 
new supplementary budget worth US$353 million, which will fund free education for all children 
up to Grade 10, as well as improving health services and infrastructure. 

In addition, an independent anti-corruption body has been established. However, the political 
crisis has diverted attention away from the reforms and hampered O'Neill's ability to concentrate 
on effective governance. 

The competition for power is expected to intensify with PNG's patronage politics set to be 
transformed by the huge financial rewards of the major resource projects underway, such as the 
US$15 billion ExxonMobil PNG LNG project. 

As such, the investment climate will stay positive for foreign firms, as such investments provide 
significant leverage for PNG politicians. O'Neill leads a coalition government, and as no single 
party has won enough seats to govern alone since independence it is likely that a coalition 
government will rule after the 2012 elections. 

The current government represents a shift in power from the northern supporters of Somare, who 
are generally from the political generation which saw PNG's independence, to O'Neill's highland 
and southern support base, who tend to be from a second generation of post-independence 
politicians. 

Furthermore, even at the best of times, PNG remains prone to political tensions during electoral 
campaigns and it is likely that localised violence, possibly between O'Neill and Somare 
supporters, will impact upon 2012 parliamentary elections. Widespread chaos and violence arose 
between supporters of rival candidates during the 2002 and 2007 elections. 

The proliferation of guns, particularly in the central Highlands area that witnessed most of the 
electoral violence in 2007, is likely to pose a serious challenge to the conduct of free and fair 
elections in 2012. 

Although there has so far been no violence between supporters of the rival O'Neill and Somare 
camps, the attempted coup raises the possibility of splits within the security forces and further 
heightens tensions. 

 

Forecast 

 



 

 

There is no question of the crisis jeopardizing current investments, and any future PNG 
government is likely to maintain a regulatory environment which is exceptionally welcoming to 
foreign investment. 

In addition, there has been no decline in security conditions at any of the major extractive project 
sites, and no labour disputes or strikes. However, as a result of the coup, Standard and Poor's 
downgraded PNG's credit rating from B+ to B-, noting that the incident was likely to lead to a loss 
of donor support and to deter investment. 

However, although PNG is known for its volatile politics, the main danger of the crisis could be 
the damage done to the legitimacy of the constitution and the courts, which are now being used 
as tools for political advantage. 

The constitution and courts had long been the mainstay of PNG's democratic system, and the 
fear that their standing is being eroded by the conflict between Somare and O'Neill calls into 
question PNG as a country under the rule of law. 

In addition, the current crisis may set an unfortunate precedent, as politicians may be more likely 
to turn to the military, or ignore court or parliamentary decisions, in future. 

 

Spotter: Peter Kranz  

http://www.businessinsider.com/a-map-of-emerging-global-risks-from-the-past-two-weeks-2012-2  
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PNG police in talks with militants blocking ships in Buka 

 

Police in the autonomous Papua New Guinea region of Bougainville say theyôre trying to ensure 
that a protest over the Rabaul Queen ferry disaster doesnôt get out of hand. 

More than 50 armed ex-militants are occupying three vessels in Buka harbour that belong to the 
Rabaul Shipping Company which operated the ship that sank last week off Morobe. 

About 100 people are believed to have drowned - many of them students from Bougainville 
returning to their university studies on the mainland. 

Police spokesperson Graham Binin says they are limited in what they can do but theyôve asked 
the ex-militants not to damage the vessels during what he says is a protest action. 

ñI think it is a natural expression of anger about so many lives lost during the shipping mishap, so 
I think they just want to make their claims to the company and that sort of thing, but as I said 
before police are keeping an eye on things so that they donôt get out of hand.ò 
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No doubt that sunken PNG ferry was overloaded 

 

Papua New Guineaôs National Maritime Safety Authority says regardless of debate over the 
number of people aboard the sunken MV Rabaul Queen, it was hugely overloaded. 

Two-hundred and 46 people were rescued after the ferry sank in rough seas last Thursday near 
the end of a 20-hour journey between Kimbe and PNGôs second largest city, Lae. 

About 100 people are believed to have lost their lives but only four bodies have been recovered. 

The authorityôs executive manager operations, Captain Nurur Rahman, says the shipôs owners 
have confirmed it was carrying three-hundred-and-50 passengers and 12 crew. 

ñWhich makes it 362. Whereas the vessel was only licensed to carry 310. So in any case with the 
admission of the owners she was grossly overloaded.ò 

http://www.businessinsider.com/a-map-of-emerging-global-risks-from-the-past-two-weeks-2012-2


 

 

Captain Nurur Rahman says there are rumours the MV Rabaul Queenôs captain didnôt want to 
leave Kimbe but was ordered to by the shipping company. 
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Payback at Buka 

 

RELATIVES of victims in the MV Rabaul Queen disaster last week have reportedly seized three 
of Star Shipsô vessels at the wharf of Papua New Guineaôs Buka Island and are demanding 
compensation. 

 

According to The National, the people behind the retaliation have promised not to harm the MV 
Solomon Queen, MV Kopra 2 and MV Kopra 4 vessels or their crew. 

But they reportedly want Star Ship owner Peter Sharp to pay compensation for the Bougainvillean 
survivors of the MV Rabaul Queen disaster and to recover bodies back to the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville.  

Bougainville President John Momis reportedly called for calm and wants those involved to respect 
a PNG government inquiry. 

The MV Rabaul Queen sank off the coast of Finschhafen in PNGôs Morobe province while 
travelling from Kimbe to Lae.  

Attorney General Dr Allan Marat wants an independent investigation team to determine the cause 
and his comments in Rabaul over the weekend revealed he did not trust the Department of 
Transport. 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority estimated 246 passengers were rescued, while there 
were estimates the ferry had 350 people on board. 

However, there are other claims the ferry in fact had far more people on board and those who 
boarded from Buka were not on the passenger list.  

Bad weather, an overcrowded vessel and mechanical issues have all been raised as possible 
factors behind the maritime tragedy.  

The ferry is believed to have capsized and there are claims it was licenced to carry 310 
passengers.  

Star Ships did not respond to enquiries from PNGIndustryNews.net last week. 
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Buka council swears in board  
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

THE Buka Urban Council has sworn in its new board members for the next five years. 

The board, representing Buka Urban wards, business houses, youth and Buka town traditional 
landowner clans, was sworn in by Buka District Court senior magistrate Patrick Toliken this week. 

The board members are Timothy Gaemate, who represents Hutjena ward, representative of 
Kubu-Hahela ward Silvester Niu, Willie Rema for Buka town ward, Raka Benson for Sohano, 
Hillary Tsunono for Kokopau, leta-Naboen clan representative Aloysius Sohaga and Leta 
Nakaripa clan representative Donatus Kokopau, leta-Naboen clan representative Donatus Ganiu. 

Other members include employee representative Julius Longa, chairman and business 
representative John Angamata and youth representative Chris Wayen. 

The board is yet to fill the vacant seats for women and church representative. 



 

 

Re-elected chairman Angamata said they expected another challenging year as they settled into 
their role. 

He said they had major plans to develop Buka town, which was the central business hub of the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville (ABG). 

He called on the ABG to help with funding to ensure the council implemented its plans. 

Angamata said such plans included building of three public toilets, sealing of the Buka town road, 
building the townôs water and sewerage system and initiating the Buka town expansion 
programme. 

He said the major issue facing the town council was the availability of vacant land as 97% of land 
in Buka town ñis customary and owned by the leta clans in Bukaò. 

He hopes that with continuous dialogue and awareness, the landowners will agree to release a 
portion of land for the establishment of industrial and residential zones. 

ABG minister for local level government, traditional authority and communications Joseph Nopei 
reminded the board of ABGôs 2012 budget allocation of K2 million to the council for the sealing of 
town roads. 

Nopei urged the board members to use the money wisely for the benefit of the people of 
Bougainville. 

Buka Urban Council town manageress Brenda Tohiana said the council would work in close 
consultation with its recently elected board members and ABG politicians. 

She said the council needed leaders who would push development. 

She urged the 10 elected board members to take their roles and responsibilities seriously. 

Tohiana urged the board to take pride in their role and help keep Buka town safe, clean and 
hospitable for residents and visitors. 
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Bougainville relatives called on to submit names  
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

RELATIVES of Bougainville passengers who travelled on the ill-fated mv Rabaul Queen have 
been asked to submit the names of their family members they knew were on the ferryôs trip from 
Kimbe to Lae. 

Bougainville disaster and emergency coordinator Franklyn Lacey requested for the names 
because of the inaccuracy of the manifest supplied by the shipping company. 

ñPlease make this effort so that we have information on all our citizens,ò Lacey said. 

He said as of yesterday, his officers had confirmed 64 Bougainville survivors at the care centre in 
Lae. 

He urged relatives to contact the Buka information centre at the local level government building 
on telephone 973 9953 or 727 73778 or visit the office to register the passengers. 

Lacey appealed to survivors from the mv Rabaul Queen, who had left Lae for other provinces 
after being rescued, to contact his office to register. 
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óNo proper data baseô 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 



 

 

INACURRACY of the passengers manifest is the result of no proper data base system in place, a 
young Bougainvillean man has said. 

Cyril Ratsi, an information systems graduand of Divine Word University, said many media reports 
on this unfolding event of the sinking MV Rabaul Queen, have stated that there is still uncertainty, 
on the exact number of passengers who were onboard from Buka, Rabaul and Kimbe. 

With these reports, he said it is clear enough that Rabaul Shipping Limited might not have a 
proper data base system, which could provide accurate, consistent and reliable information.  

Moreover, in case of emergencies or disasters, the system would provide well managed 
information, relevant for the general public in a timely manner. 

ñRabaul Shipping Company is a big company, and should have an established data bases 
system. The system should be set up to link up the ports which the company serves. 

ñWith the data base system, it could keep records of passengersô names and the exact figures, on 
board. So if any problem is encountered, it is easy to manage the information,ò he said.  

He said the passengersô manifest that was shown on Mondayôs paper, was a hand written 
document, and can be damaged or go missing anytime. 

He said PNG being in the computer era should use information communication technology 
database, as it helps to preserve information, fast and reliable. 

ñHand written manifest is unreliable. With a database system, Rabaul Shipping would have easily 
managed to retrieve the accurate passengersô manifest from the server.ò he said. 

Mr Ratsi called on Rabaul Shipping boss Peter Sharp, to set up a data  

base system to avoid the problem in future.. 

 

We want information ... 

 

  

Some of the families prompted up at the Bougainville Disaster Information Centre to seek information and 
support speaking with Bougainville Disaster Coordinator Franklyn Lacey. Picture: FABIAN HAKALITS 
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OôNeill delivers K8 million 

By FRANK RAI 

 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill yesterday announced a massive K8 million for the victims and 
survivors of the ill-fated MV Rabaul Queen mishap that claimed hundreds of lives last week. 

The Prime Minister presented K3 million to the Morobe provincial disaster and emergency 
services yesterday and vowed that the balance of K5 million will be delivered next Monday.  

The disaster committee will use the funds to facilitate immediate rehabilitation programs that will 
comfort families and relatives of the other missing passengers and consol the remaining survivors 
of the incident. Mr OôNeill presented the cheque to the chairman of the disaster committee 
Patalias Gamato in front of a packed crowed including relatives and family members of the 
missing passengers and survivors at the St Paul primary school in Lae yesterday.  

Other political leaders present were Governors Luther Wenge, Peter Humphries, Leo Dion and 
ABG President John Momis, Finance and Treasury Minister Don Polye and Police Minister John 
Boito.  

 

Mr OôNeill said the funds would be used to help console the survivors and the grieving family 
members of those who had lost their loved ones in the unfortunate sea disaster of the era. He 
took a moment to pass his condolence to the victims on behalf of the Government of Papua New 
Guinea and vowed that the government will stay behind the victims until everything returned to 
normalcy.  

ñThis government government is for the people of Papua New Guinea and is committed to serve 
the people in any way possible, especially at such times of disaster,ò Mr Oôneill said. He added 
that the mishap was the doing of the successive governments who had failed to set up proper 
regulations for sea transportation.  

Mr OôNeill said the accident was an óeye openerô for the government and its agencies for the air, 
road and sea transportations to strictly regulate public safety.  

He also announced that he had already called an Independent Inquiry into the accident, adding 
the inquiring will pave way for the next cause of action by the government.  
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ABG pledges financial support for survivors 



 

 

By EVAH KUAMIN 

 

THE Autonomous Bougainville Government has pledged financial assistance to the survivors of 
the MV Rabaul Queen disaster. 

President John Momis arrived in Lae yesterday with the regionôs Minister for Mining Michael Oni, 
medical doctor Dr Tommy Wotsia and met with the survivors and the Bougainville Community. 

Mr Momis handed K82,000 in cash, giving K1500 to each student; K1000 to each adult and K500 
to each child. 

He gave a further K160,000 to pay for school fees of students who survived the disaster. 

Mr Momis, when making the presentation, said his government would do its utmost best to assist 
survivors in terms of personal effects lost during the disaster and also for rehabilitation. 

He said the shipping disaster was one of the worst ever traumatising experiences to be 
undergone by any human being. 

He mentioned that the disaster has now sent a wake-up call to leaders in the province to consider 
opening and establishing more educational centres. 

The president said all leaders in ABG should have the political will to prioritise their projects from 
the lesson that had been learnt through the disaster. 

He said the ABG must see and recognise the felt need and aspirations of the people. 

He assured the survivors who met at the Catholic Diocesan Hall in Lae, that he would speak to all 
Bougainvillean MPs to assist in whatever way they can with the situation. 

He encouraged the survivors to make themselves available and seek counseling to help them 
through this traumatic time. 

Mr Momis has also given his assurance that his government would assist the survivors who 
would like to return to the province. 

ñThe loss of peopleôs lives in the disaster was great and my government shares the sorrow and 
grief of those who lost their loved ones,ò Mr Momis said. 

He said the government had learnt that most of the Bougainvilleans who survived were students 
and had sent a very clear message to them. 

He affirmed that his government would do everything in its capacity to empower and educate the 
people so that the human resources remained in the province. 

The President has also supported Prime Minister OôNeillôs call for a full investigation into the 
shipping disaster. 
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Bougainville mourn loved ones 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

VICE President of the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) Patrick Nisira has joined 
families, mourning their loved ones who perished on the ill-fated MV Rabaul Queen.  

Mr Nisira expressed his heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the mourning families, saying the 
incident had caused great distress to people. 

ñIt is really heartbreaking, unimaginable and shocking to us. Therefore I take this opportunity to 
convey my most sincere condolences to families who have lost their loved ones in this tragedy. 
We share with you the great loss and all Bougainvilleans are with you in this period of grief,ò he 
said. 

Mr Nisira said that the disaster came at a time when Bougainville was struggling to recover from 
the effects of the Bougainville Crisis. 

ñWe do not want to get through another period of suffering again,ò he said. 

The loss of Bougainvilleansô lives is a great loss to Bougainvilleôs human resources who travelled 
in search in for educational opportunies. 
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Buin voters plan to boycott polls 

By Joseph Morokana 

 

More than 10,000 legible voters in the Makis constituency of Buin in South Bougainville are 
planning to boycott the national election this year due to failures by their MP to deliver vital 
services. 

A concerned paramount chief from Kokopo village in Buin, Luke Kangkana, said former MPs, 
both provincial and national, have failed miserably to improve vital road networks in their 
constituency. 

Makis constituency covers 18 villages, five vital road links and about 40,00 hectares of cocoa and 
coconut plantations that need access to roads. 

The five kilometre feeder road that runs from Yamamoto Memorial Primary School to Morula 
Primary School was overgrown with tall grass and used as a garden track by villages. 

ñFormer Members since the 1980s have turned a blind eye to our peoplesô pleadings for improve 
feeder roads in our areas,ò said Mr Kangkana. 

ñOur people are frustrated that all our provincial members and national parliamentarians have 
done nothing to improve our feeder roads. The situation has gone from bad to worse resulting in 
vital road links not useable anymore.ò  
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Bougainville warlords seek to divide, rule & prosper 

BY KEITH JACKSON 

 

WARLORDS ON BOUGAINVILLE - former elements of the rebel armies that conducted a 
murderous and destructive campaign through the island in the 1990s - still control territory, arms 
and, increasingly, significant parts of the local economy. 

PNG Attitude contributor Leonard Roka, who writes regularly on Bougainville affairs and whose 
father ï a non-Bougainvillean - was murdered in the civil war, has exposed who the warlords are, 
how they operate and how they threaten the delicate revival of what is now the Autonomous 
Province of Bougainville. 

With the peace process gaining momentum and economic activity increasing, Roka writes, these 
warlords have the Autonomous Government and the Police Service rattled. 

ñThough with legal authority to intervene into crime situations,ò says Roka, ñ[the Police] absolutely 
avoid anything to do with the óironmenô. So, if the law wants to apprehend an offender, it must 
befriend an ironman to bring the perpetrator to justice.ò 

The warlords seized their opportunity to add commerce to their military efforts after the peace 
process bedded down in 2000. ñEconomic activities rapidly increased in Central Bougainville,ò 
writes Roka, ñgold and cocoa taking the upper-hand followed by scrap metal.ò 

He says that people were surprised when Bougainvilleôs ironmen deserted politics to move ñdeep 
into the economic arenaò. Not that the guns were laid to rest. ñOn the Christmas Eve of 2011, 
Toroamaôs men and Umaôs men had a gunfight over security rights of a scrap stockpile at Loloho. 
Nobody was killed but Uma escaped in an outboard motor after burning a truck.ò 

 

ñThese little warlords are establishing a dangerous trend to the future of Bougainville,ò Roka 
writes. ñBy protecting these tyrants, we make Bougainville a safe haven for global terrorist 
networks and financial scam operators. 



 

 

ñIn Bougainville we died for civil liberty, not tyranny and this óironmanô environmenté. If these 
illicit actions continue, what is the future like for our óRepublic of Bougainvilleô? 

ñThe sacrifices we made during the bloody Bougainville conflict would be just a waste of effort 
and time.ò 

 

Read Leonard Rokaôs full article below... 
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We donôt want Bougainville as a land of warlords 

BY LEONARD FONG ROKA 

  

 

 

WARLORDS ARE MILITARY PEOPLE with great political and economic power over a particular 
region. In Bougainville since 1990, the definition fits well. 

When the founder of the Bougainville armed conflict, the late Francis Ona, lost control of the 
leadership in 1990, his men turned to form their own tiny spheres of influence that resulted to the 
loss of 20000-plus Bougainvilleans. 

Even in the years after the dawn of active-peace in 1997, a few men have continued fighting for 
their prestige and power as ordinary Bougainvilleans watch in distaste. 

Between 1988 and 1990, a certain number of the then Bougainville secessionist militants (later 
the Bougainville Revolutionary Army) stood out as the best fighters. 

During the establishment period of the then Bougainville Interim Government in mid-1990, the 
Bozaar Brothers of Kongara, who were the first to attack and capture RPNGC (Police) weapons 
in Koromira, were popular for their tactics as were Ishmael Toroama, ex-MP of ABG Parliament 
(2005-2010 House), Glen Tovirika and Chris Uma. All collectively came out of North Nasioi and 
Kongara areas, whilst we in Panguna had none. 

All these great military men of Bougainville - although at first fighting to get rid of Bougainville 
Copper Limited, Papua New Guinea and its Redskins - went off-track in mid-1990. 

This divide was created by the late Francis Onaôs inability to administer and control his men and 
therefore to control Bougainville. 

Fighters forgot our cause of freedom and went for war-gains. Think about Ishmael Toroamaôs 
words in the video documentary Coconut Revolution: óWhen I fought everything got into handséô 

Did we fight for personal property or peoplesô freedom? Often, at gun point personal property was 
removed from owners or guardians; Bougainvillean women were raped, innocent persons were 
killedé. 

In this striving for property and power; the Bozaar Brothers were ruthlessly murdered at their 
base, the Pineapple House building at Camp 5 on the port-mine access road. 

A family of nine hardcore Bougainville Revolutionary Army brothers perished not for the good of 
Bougainville but because of a certain BRA manôs self-interest for control over ex-BCL, 
government and other property. 

As a result, the gap between the BRAôs greats widened. Ishmael Toroama settled at Aropa (today 
he is one of the impediments to reopening Aropa international airport), Glen Tovirika had his men 
stationed at Arawaôs Section 17 and Chris Uma was based at the former Bougainville Copper 
Limitedôs camp and PNGDF post of Kobuan. 



 

 

My innocent redskin father was killed by the BRA on March 1993 outside Arawa by Ishmael 
Toroamaôs followers and, soon after this episode, Commander Glen Tovirika attempted peace 
talks with his former men turned pro-PNG resistance fighters of Pavaire village. 

It was a success, and from the refugee camps and villages of Pooma, Kupe, Topinang and 
Pomaua, BRA soldiers and people visited the Pavaire PNGDF and resistance post at will in late 
1993. However, Ishmael Toroamaôs men threaten to kill Glen Tovirikaôs followers and the peace 
process failed. 

Glen Tovirikaôs 1993 peace attempts did not go unnoticed.  In early 1994, Chris Uma gestured for 
a peace deal with Glen Tovirikaôs former BRA men of Pavaire but at the initial peace meeting 
venue on the southern edge of this big Seventh Day Adventist village he and his men faced a gun 
battle and fled for their lives. The talks failed. 

This drama shows clearly that we are slowly dividing Bougainville as was once attempted in 
Lebanon by Lebanese warlords in 1983. They gathered in Lausanne, Switzerland to divide the 
country amongst them.  Do we need a united island? 

Seeing all this happening around us, my family walked for freedom into Arawa in late 1994 just a 
few weeks before the 1994 recapture of the Panguna mine by the resistance forces and the 
PNGDF. 

After a short stay in Panguna, the PNGDF withdrew and the October 1994 Arawa Peace 
Conference followed with the coming of the South Pacific Peace Keeping Force. This time, 
Ishmael Toroama grabbed the opportunity. I watched him talk peace at the Arawa High School 
conference venue. Glen Tovirika and Chris Uma, however, were not present. 

Seeing the success of the neutral Transitional Government led by late Premier Theodore Miriung 
as a result of the 1994 Arawa Peace Conference, and the sharp political rift in the BRA backed 
Bougainville Interim Government (BIG) between the President, Francis Ona (against peace), and 
vice president, Joseph Kabui (for peace), Chris Uma joined Francis Ona and they reignited the 
dormant Meekamui beliefs to resist peace whilst Glen Tovirika supported the peace process. 

It was between 1994 and 1996, that Francis Ona scrapped the BIG and installed his Meekamui 
Government. He promoted the notorious Moses Pipiro as the General Commander of the 
Meekamui Defence Force (MDF). Chris Uma remained powerless but grabbed the General 
Commander position when an extra-marital affair was alleged between the First Lady and Moses 
Pipiro. 

Chris Uma was at work. Firstly he moved the No-Go-Zone checkpoint to Morgan Junction. Then 
he publicised names of people were not permitted entry into Pangunaðall pro-peace leaders. 

This prohibition resulted in the death of two of his men who were killed by Ishmael Toroamaôs 
men and friction with Moses Pipiro, who worked to create a good reputation for himself by 
keeping his Meekamui loyalty and opening his arms to pro-peace leaders although he had been 
formally kicked out by Meekamui. 

Glen Tovirika withdrew from the stage and remained faithful to the peace process. But pro-peace 
Toroama and Uma kept up the rivalry, joined by an artless Moses Pipiro. The three óiron menô 
were joined in by a formerly Toroamaôs man, James Nabeung. 

Nabeung was not very political but inclined to doing business with a gun at his side. In the late 
1990s, his network was said to have been responsible for the robbery of Elutu Trading in Buka 
and the daytime murder of an Agmark employee on the Buka Passage while transporting cash 
between 2005 and 2007. Nabeung also did work as the price controller for cocoa buyers in 
Arawa. 

With the peace process gaining momentum and economic activity increasing in Bougainville, 
Toroama, Uma, Nabeung and to a lesser extent Pipiro now possess the political and economic 
field of Central Bougainville as the civil authority of the Autonomous Government only keeps a 
óvery carefulô gait. 

The Bougainville Police Service, though with legal authority to intervene into crime situations, 
absolutely avoids anything to do with the óironmenô of Bougainville. So, if the law wants to 
apprehend an offender, it must befriend an ironman to bring the perpetrator to justice. 

In the public service delivery mechanism, success is also often determined by the óironmenô. In 
2007, for the Bougainville Administration to rehabilitate the Morgan Junction-Panguna-Jaba road, 
K30,000 cash and foodstuff and pigs were offered to Chris Uma. The rehabilitation succeeded to 
the benefit of the South Bougainville and the Panguna District people. But the concern is that, by 
doing this, what precedent are we setting for the future? 



 

 

After 2000 economic activities rapidly increased in Central Bougainville; gold and cocoa taking 
the upper-hand followed by scrap metal. 

To the surprise of Kieta, Bougainvilleôs ironmen deserted the political front and are now 
submerged deep in the economic arena. On the Christmas Eve of 2011, Toroamaôs men and 
Umaôs men had a gunfight over security rights of a scrap stockpile at Loloho. 

Nobody was killed but Uma escaped in an outboard motor after burning a truck. Before this in 
2010, Nabeungôs men killed Toroamaôs cousin and the two exchanged gunshots throughout 
Arawa. Does Bougainville need these men? 

Finally, these little warlords are establishing a dangerous trend to the future of Bougainville. By 
protecting these tyrants, we make Bougainville a safe haven for global terrorist networks and 
financial scam operators. 

In Bougainville we died for civil liberty and not tyranny and this óironmanô environment. It is a right 
and duty of the Autonomous Government to govern within the Bougainville Constitution. If these 
illicit actions continue, what is the future like for our óRepublic of Bougainvilleô? 

The future is that all these men will attempt to cut themselves a district or two to govern for their 
own benefit. 

The sacrifices we made during the bloody Bougainville conflict would be just a waste of effort and 
time. 

 

James Nabeung died in January 2012 after this article was written.  
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BCL share price up 11% on ógood newsô outlook  
 

BOUGAINVILLE Copper Ltd share prices spiked by 11% yesterday to A$0.80, its highest level in 
two months, following suggestions from European shareholders that a forthcoming cabinet visit to 
Arawa, near the Panguna mine site, could result in ñgood newsò. 

Bougainville Copper, listed as BOC on the Australian Stock Exchange, hit a high of A$1.20 in 
mid-September last year after speculation that positive decisions could be made on the mine, 
which was shut down in mid-1989 as a result of the Bougainville crisis. 

As hopes for an early decision faded, the BOC share price took a steep plunge to A$0.80 by the 
end of last September. 

 It remained in a range of A$0.75 to A$0.90 from last October to mid-December and fell to a low 
of A$0.62 early last month before making a sharp rebound. 

The share price rose by 13.64% to A$0.75 on Feb 2 and eased slightly to A$0.72 by Feb 6 before 
yesterdayôs sharp rebound to A$0.80. 

Optimism in the stock was generated in the early part of last year when Bougainville Copperôs 
chairman, Peter Taylor, told shareholders of the parent company, mining giant Rio Tinto Ltd, 
which had applied for exploration leases within PNG for the first time since the 1990s. 

However, progress on discussions between the Autonomous Bougainville Government, Panguna 
landowners and other interested parties had been slow and shareholder enthusiasm faded in the 
meantime. 

There was also some uncertainty whether the mining powers held by the National Government 
will be transferred to the Autonomous Bougainville Government prior to any decision on a 
possible opening of the mine, leading to further likely delays in decision making. 

Industry sources said a high level of assurance on sovereign risk issues, including support of 
landowners and factions of the former Bougainville Revolutionary Army, would be necessary prior 
to any green light for development in view of the huge development costs estimated at around 
US$4 billion. 

These deals, they said, would need to be in place even before the start of a pre-feasibility study 
which in itself could cost hundred million dollars. 



 

 

The key differences anticipated from any new agreement, in contrast to the one initially 
negotiated by the former colonial government prior to independence, would be the flow of all 
royalties to the Panguna landowners with additional revenues flows targeted for the provincial 
and local governments. 
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Momis visits, provides financial aid  
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

AUTONOMOUS Region of Bougainville President John Momis was in Lae on Monday to provide 
financial and moral support to Bougainvilleans who survived the mv Rabaul Queen disaster. 

The survivors are camped at the Morobe Catholic diocese care centre. 

Momis said the ABG was prepared to help its people who were involved in the maritime disaster 
last Thursday. 

ñWe are in close consultation with our people in Lae. We will assist our people, many of whom 
were students, with their immediate financial needs, including money for their studies,ò Momis 
said. 

He said the Bougainville administration had been directed to have funds readily available to meet 
some of the expanses of repatriating the bodies of the deceased Bougainvilleans as soon as the 
rescue operations had ended and the passengers identified. 

ñStar Shipping will have to bear the cost based on the outcome of the investigation but ABG, as a 
government, has the responsibility to treat with respect our dead and bring them home,ò Momis 
said. 

He thanked all parties involved in the search and rescue operations, including the Australian 
Maritime Safety team and the international merchant ship from China that responded immediately 
to the distress call sent out by the mv Rabaul Queen. 

ñThe people of Bougainville pray for those still lost at sea, we pray for the deceased and we hope 
and pray that more survivors will be rescued,ò Momis said. 

He cautioned all people to take care when travelling, saying the sinking of the mv Rabaul Queen 
was a lesson for everyone on maritime safety. 

ñBefore travelling, make sure to check the weather, do safety checks on the transport you will be 
using and let us seriously take on the culture to not overload the vehicles, the ships or the banana 
boats we are travelling in,ò Momis said. 
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OôNeill to visit survivors in Lae  
 

PRIME Minister Peter OôNeill will visit survivors and families of people still missing of the MV 
Rabaul Queen ferry disaster today in Lae, Morobe province. 

Rescuers have put the number of missing at about 180 with 243 survivors brought to Lae. 

He will be accompanied by East and West New Britain governors Leo Dion and Peter 
Humphreys, whose people were mostly affected by the tragedy. 

Rescue operations are continuing in and around Morobe waters and will continue for as long as 
funds are available. 

Morobeôs acting provincial administrator and disaster chairman Patillas Gamato, when 
briefing leaders from Autonomous Region of Bougainville and East New Britain yesterday, 



 

 

suggested the bad weather and overloading could have contributed to the sinking of ill-fated 
passenger vessel. 

He also did not rule out possible negligence on the part of the captain and crew. He said they 
should have anchored at one of the islands along the way to wait out the strong winds and high 
seas. 

Gamato said doors at the bottom deck of the three-decked vessel were reportedly locked which 
could have resulted in many passengers being unable to exit as the ship tilted twice and sank. 

Currently estimated to be sitting 1,600m below, specialist divers and equipment are required to 
safely reach it. 

Morobe provincial disaster office is seeking assistance from naval officers from Australia and the 
United States to help salvage the sunken mv Rabaul Queen. 

Detectives have obtained statements from the captain and crew and are continuing interviews 
with  243 survivors. 

ñI am deeply saddened by this shipping tragedy which claimed hundreds of lives last Thursday. I 
convey my sincere condolences to the families of those lost at sea,ò OôNeill said. 

ñWe hope and pray for the families affected and especially the ones still missing. 

ñI am grateful for the quick assistance from the six international ships following a distress call sent 
out by the sinking ship. ñ 

He thanked the Australian government, the Morobe provincial government, the national disaster 
office and the Morobe disaster centre for ensuring that survivors were taken care of at the centre. 

He also thanked volunteers and locals involved in the search and rescue mission. 

OôNeill said the government would be conducting an investigation to ascertain the cause of the 
disaster near Finschhafen about nine nautical miles from Lae. 
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AIDS patients increase in Bougainville 

By JOSEPH MOROKANA  

 

THE number of HIV AIDS patients on anti-retroviral treatment (ART) in Bougainville has risen to 
20 in the last 12 months. 

This was revealed by the Bougainville Diocese Aids VCT centre and the Buka Hospital.  

ñWe are treating about 20 patients on ART. Most of the patients are mothers who are at child 
bearing age,ò a VCT officer said.  

At the Hahela VCT centre on Buka, there were another 20 clients who were been treated with 
ART. However, the exact number of the PLWHAs in Bougainville was uncertain due to lack of co-
ordination between the major stake holders. 

ñAbout two thirds of all recorded infections lack information about the modes of transmissions. 
The actual number PLWHA is not known because a lot of people have not been coming for 
testing,ò Sr Stella Morokana and Sr Cecilia Naguo, two officers overseeing the Catholic VCT 
centre at Hahela. 

The officers said that there was a need to improve better co-ordination of the PLWHA on ART in 
Bougainville so that their networking partners would know what the progress is in the other 
organisations. 

The Health Officers at the Buka Hospital have also said that they cannot give the total figures of 
PLWHA clients on ART in ARB.  

They needed to crosscheck their figures with the other stakeholders before they come up with the 
total number of AIDS related ART clients in ARB.  

The Diocese of Bougainville as the key stakeholder in addressing the AIDS epidemic has set up 
VCT centres in the Region to boost up its services to their clients.  

Similar initiative has been taken by the Bougainville Aids Council (BACs) in planning to build its 
office complexes that would cater for counselling and testing clinic services.  



 

 

Coordinator Ray Himata said the buildings would also accommodate other Church agencies aids 
clinic services. 

ñA total of K300,000 has been secured and construction work would soon get started by a local 
building constructor,ò said Mr Himata. 

Currently the National Aids Council (NAC) has estimated that the trend of epidemic in PNG has 
seen a rapid increase in HIV infections in the rural areas. 

More women, 56 percent are on ART while 44 percent are men.  

HIV AIDS statistics from NAC shows the worsening national prevalence of 1.6 percent in the 
country.  

The urban prevalence in PNG is about 1.38 percent while the rural prevalence is about 1.65 
percent. 

The infection rate of HIV since 2007 had been increased from 14,638 in 2007 to 20,000 in 2011.  

The AIDS related cases rose to 7,000 in the last couple of years. 

  

  

08.02.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Diarrhoea hits Mortlock Island  
By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

ANOTHER case of diarrhoea outbreak has been detected on Mortlock Island, the provincial 
health office has revealed. 

When Post-Courier contacted Bougainvilleôs health boss Doctor Anthony Pumpara yesterday 
afternoon, he confirmed that the diarrhoea outbreak has hit Mortlock Island. 

ñDiarrhoea has now spread to Mortlock islands and so far we have one recorded death,ò Dr 
Pumpara has confirmed.  

He said that the Bougainville Provincial Health Office was on high alert after receiving information 
about the islanderôs death. 

Dr Pumpara said that four officers from the provincial health office will travel to Mortlock today to 
conduct inspection and monitoring over the outbreak. 

ñWe will provide treatment and provide monitoring assistance to the islanders.  

ñOur main aim is to track down the contaminated disease in two days,ò Dr Pumpara said. 

Meanwhile the diarrhoea outbreak in neighbouring Tasman is under control. 

Dr Pumpara said the situation is under control because the islanders are responsive to advice 
that are provided by the health authorities. 

He said practicing better hygienic standards is the only measure that can lower the risk of the 
disease spreading. 

ñBy practicing good hygiene, we will live a healthy life in a healthy community,ò said Bougainvilleôs 
health boss. 
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Solomon Queen 

 

Three ship 

Three sister ships of the now sunken MV RABAUL QUEEN are still berthed at Buka wharf whilst 
talks between Rabaul Shipping continues for the release of these vessels. 



 

 

Yesterday,NEW DAWN FM managed to talk to spokesmen for the grieving relatives of those who 
perished and Excombatant leader, John Angamata assured us that they would releade the boats 
as soon as everything is sorted out between the shipping company. 

He said they were on board the ships to provide security for the crews and the ships. 

He said because of the tense situation the last thing they want to see is for some opportunists to 
use this situation to damage the ships. 

Mr.Angamata said that they would meet again this morning to discuss the next course of action. 
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Pangunaôs European shareholders upbeat 

 

THE European shareholders of the Bougainville copper mine (ESBC) are predicting a high level 
share price this year despite ñvolatile marketsò. 

ESBC head Axel Sturm said yesterday in a statement this is because Bougainville and the PNG 
Government expect positive developments and good investment strategies all through the year. 

ñThe real value of the Bougainville Copper share price can certainly be assessed in a more 
realistic way. This means that at the first sign of good news the stock will possibly hit the high 
levels from last year, or even surpass them,ò Mr Sturm said.  

ñSince January 2011 the share price of Bougainville copper has gone downhill.  

ñUp until today the stock has lost about 75 percent of its worth and is currently quoted at a level 
not seen since the discontinuation of the ADR (American Deposit Receipt) programme. 
Australians were hit particularly hard.  

ñEuropeans, Americans and owners of Singapore Dollars were less affected because of the 
increasing strength of the Aussie dollar. The so-called euro crisis and the announcement of the 
huge debt burden of the United States have shaken the financial centers of the world to the bone. 



 

 

Contradictory messages about the future demand of copper in China and home-made political 
power plays in PNG have added to further volatile markets.  

ñThe 2012 has started with all imaginable negative factors already priced in; however, investors 
should not forget to include all positive developments of the recent months into their investment 
strategies. 

He said the upcoming joint supervisory board meeting in Buka and the subsequent National 
Executive Council meeting in Arawa will also help to give additional attention to Bougainville.  

ABG President Momis has announced the impending visit to Panguna of a high-level delegation 
headed by Prime Minister Peter OôNeill.  

This also suggests that additional steps towards the reopening of the Panguna mine will be 
discussed and decided, Mr Sturm said. 

ñPresumably, in this context, the first official visit of John Momis to Panguna will also take place,ò 
Mr Sturm said. ñIt can further be assumed that this will also mark the beginning of the review of 
the Bougainville Copper Agreement, as was announced by ABG Vice President, Patrick Nisira a 
few weeks ago. After years of deliberations, the Panguna landowners have drafted a ónew dealô, 
one that is likely to accelerate the reopening of the mine.  

ñThereafter, representatives of Bougainville Copper probably make first visits in order to take 
stock of Panguna. Consequently, the opening of a Bougainville Copper representative office at 
Arawa would be on top of the agenda. As a logical conclusion from the above hard facts, the 
following can be summarised, the real value of the Bougainville share price can certainly be 
assessed in a more realistic way.  

ñThis means that at the first sign of good news the stock will possibly hit the high levels from last 
year, or even surpass them.  

From todayôs perspective (AUD 0.74 on 02.03.2012) it appears that a doubling of the current 
price is a sure shot and a scenario of tripling or even quadrupling is not unrealistic.ò 
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Bougainville hardliners to stand by OôNeill on his trip to Aropa 

 

FORMER BOUGAINVILLE hardliners want Prime Minister Peter OôNeill to be the first PNG leader 
to land at the Aropa Airport after its closure in 1989. 

Mr OôNeill and his full Cabinet are expected in Arawa at the end of this month to convene the 
Joint Supervisory Body Meeting followed by the Cabinet (NEC) meeting. Solomon Islands Prime 
Minister Gordon Darcy Lilo is also expected to attend this first time ever high level meeting in 
Arawa with the PNG counterparts. 

Sam Kauona, former renowned rebel commander and now businessman, has assured PNG 
Government, specifically Mr OôNeill and his deputy Belden Namah that security at the meeting 
would be 100 percent provided and that more than 100 former commanders of central and south 
stand ready to receive the Cabinet at the Aropa Airport later this month. 

Prime Minister OôNeill yesterday welcomed the announcement by Mr Kauona and thanked the 
leaders of Bougainville for a possible way forward in the re-opening of the Aropa Airport.  

Mr OôNeill yesterday said that Prime Minister of Solomon Islands was also expected to attend the 
meeting. 

He said that preparations for the meeting was already underway and the Government was ready 
to travel to Bougainville to further show his governmentôs commitment for the region.  

Mr OôNeill said that despite the country now going through disasters Bougainville still stands as 
one of the major agendas for his government. 

ABG president John Momis could not be reached for comment as he is in Lae. 
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Power outage 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Load shedding by Png power has been very unfair in the last two days and is getting worse. 

Yesterday power was switched off at 2pm and did not come on untill aftermidnight. 

And again power went off after 12midday and is still off whilst power on other areas are on. 

The continous power fluctations have in the past damaged many of our broadcast equipments 
and the continious outages are killing business. 

We are in the process of seeking legal advice in suing PNG POWER for providing unrealiable 
power service. 

Otherwise some good and reliable power supplier can be established in the region. 

Its better to operate a reliable service then clinging on to an unreliable and fluactuating energy. 

After all we are so called AUTONOMOUS. 
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Arawa lights up 

By WINTERFORD TOREAS 

 

AFTER 22 years of living in darkness without having a decent power supply, people in Arawa 
town in Central Bougainville will now have access to 24 hours of electricity supply. 

This follows the official launching and hand over of the power plant to PNG Power Ltd last Friday, 
with all credits going to the Autonomous Bougainville Government and PNG Power Ltd for their 
tireless efforts in restoring power supply in the former provincial capital. 

The last time there was constant power supply in the area was in December 1989 when the PNG 
Electricity Commission, as it was then known, decided to switch off the power due to the 
Bougainville Crisis.  

Leaders present during the launching include the Minister for Bougainville Affairs and South 
Bougainville MP Steven Pirika Kama, ABG Ministers Nicholas Daku (primary industry) and 
Carolus Ketsimur (works and transport), PNG Power CEO Tony Koiri and his officers, the Arawa 
district office and business representatives from the area.  

Mr Kama, who spoke on behalf of Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah, challenged the people 
of Arawa to look after the property. 

He said the restoring of power supply now means that more tangible developments would take 
place in the area. 

ñWe should be happy with the achievement of the ABG and PNG Power in trying to provide 24 
hours of power supply in Arawa. This is one of the big impact projects we have in Bougainville. 

ñBig challenge for us is look after the power station.  

ñIf we damage the power station we will not get another power station that is why we must 
respect the property given to us by the government.ò 

Mr Kama also acknowledged the tireless efforts of both the ABG and PNG Power Ltd for re-
installing the power supply in Arawa. 

He also took the opportunity to brief the people about the recent developments taking place 
between the National Government and the ABG. 

ñMore developments will take place because of the good working relationship between the OôNeill 
Namah government and ABG.  



 

 

ñThe only way to bring developments is partnership and we must trust each other.  

ñIf we do not trust each other and work in partnership the people will suffer.ò  

Meanwhile, business community representative Chris Damana said business houses in the area 
would greatly benefit from the restoration of power supply. 

He however warned the management team to properly manage the power plant, adding that if 
there is poor management the business houses will suffer and eventually the local people will 
also suffer. 
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More students enrol at Hutjena 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

BOUGAINVILLEôS largest secondary learning institution, Hutjena Secondary School has 
recorded an increase in this yearôs enrolment. 

School Principal Martin Takali revealed this yesterday, however there is an urgent need for more 
classrooms and dormitories to be built to cater for the increase yearly enrolment. 

He said that the total studentôs intake for this academic year from grades nine to twelve is 802. To 
date there are 225 grade nines respectively. 

ñCompared to the previous years, this has been a big increase. We need more classrooms and 
dormitories because the current facilities cannot cater for the increased enrolment each year.  

ñYet we still have piles of letters from parents from and abroad Bougainville, asking of any space 
at Hutjena Secondary,ò he said. 

The school has 18 classrooms to house five classes of grades nine, 10 and 12, and four grade 11 
classes that will be facilitated by 33 teachers. 

The Post-Courier was given a tour around the campus to inspect the buildings. 

Mr Takali said that because of the increased enrolment this year, one room used for practical 
skills lessons has been converted into a classroom for the grade nines to use. 

ñWe need more classroom and dormitories to make learning conducive for students so that 
students can excel in their academic work and studies to attain better results.ò he said. 

Mr Takali said that there is an urgent need for immediate maintenance to be carried out on the 
current dormitories and classrooms being used by students. 

ñImmediate maintenance has to be done.ò he said. 

Meanwhile Mr Takali said that because of the decrease of school fees this year, parents should 
not have reasons for not paying the fees on time. 

ñFree education does not mean, parents should be relaxing but have to make sure to fulfil their 
responsibilities and obligations. ñAfford your childrenôs necessities and encourage them to work 
hard in school,ò he said. 

Mr Takali has called on the Autonomous Bougainville Government, the Bougainville 
Administration and the Bougainville Education Division, to look into the matter and come up with 
better solutions to address this issue. 

Hutjena Secondary School is the longest serving school in Bougainville, which has produced 
some of the regions prominent leaders and intellectuals. 
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Rabaul Shipping vessels grounded 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 



 

 

BOUGAINVILLEANS are very frustrated and at the same time saddened by the loss of their loved 
ones on the ill fated sea ferry, MV Rabaul Queen, last Thursday. 

As a result, three of Rabaul Shipping vessels, Solomon Queen, Kopra and Kopra Four, have 
been grounded by grieving relatives.  

The three vessels will be used as negotiation tool against Rabaul Shipping, to meet demands to 
be presented to shipping boss Peter Sharp. 

It is still unclear how many passenegrs were on board when the ship went down in rough weather 
off the Morobe coastal port of Finschhafen. 

Angry relatives yesterday told the Post-Courier, that Rabaul Shipping and its Managing Director, 
Peter Sharp has to answer to the incident. 

ñFirstly, if the captain had recommended that the ship had to overnight in Kimbe, then why was he 
forced to move the ship out? And why was the ship overloaded?ò the frustrated relatives 
questioned. 

Mainly excombatants are now manning the ships at the Buka wharf, and when asked they said, 
ñWe will use the three ships as a negotiation tool, mainly to protect the vessels from 
opportunists.ò 

Meanwhile, Bougainville President John Momis, yesterday also flew out of the region to meet with 
the survivors in Lae.  

In a press conference held this morning, Bougainville Regional Disaster Coordinator Franklyn 
Lacey said that 41 survivors from Bougainville are being housed at the Catholic Diocesan Office 
Centre, Seventh Street in Lae. 

However when the Catholic Diocesan Office Centre when contacted yesterday afternoon at 
330pm, the number has increased.  

 

 

07.02.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Safety for Rabaul Shipping vessels 

By FABIAN GATANA 

 

GAURANTEE has been given to Rabaul Shipping that three of their vessels docked at Buka 
Wharf will not be tampered with and no harm will come to their crew. 

Aggrieved parents and relatives of those who were on board the MV Rabaul Queen have assured 
the management of Rabaul Shipping that they will be keeping the vessels under close 
observation until such time their demands have been met and also to stop opportunist who might 
like to take matters into their own hands. They also said the vessels are being held pending the 
investigation into the shipping mishap. 

The parents and relatives are seeking for Rabaul Shipping to provide for food, clothing and other 
necessities to those that have survived also they are fly seven of the parents to Lae and help pay 
for the students school fees. 

For compensation, the parents and relatives have agreed to follow the legal channel and let the 
courts decide on compensation matters.  

Their grievances were presented to the Bougainville Chief Administrator and ABG President John 
Momis last week.  

Meanwhile, the Disaster office in Bougainville has announced that it is the official information 
centre for matters relating to the shipping incident. They are calling on parents and relatives to 
visit them at the LLG office in Buka for information on the survivors or submit names of those still 
missing so the Disaster office can assist in locating them. 

Disaster Coordinator Franklyn Lacey said that they were working closely with the National 
Disaster office in Lae to gather information of Bougainvilleans who either survived or are still 
unaccounted for.  

Mr Lacey also said that the MV Bougainville Atolls will be doing a charter run for students who are 
stranded because of the MV Solomon Queen being grounded at Buka Wharf. 

The vessel will depart Buka today and travel to Rabaul and then onto Lae.  
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Stop family violence 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

FAMILY violence is an escalating issue that needs to be addressed, says Bougainvilleôs Senior 
Presiding Magistrate Peter Toliken. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony for the weeklong family violence workshop last Friday in Buka, 
Mr Toliken told the 27 participants to reach out to the communities and establish safe homes for 
the victims. 

The workshop enabled all participants to learn to competently assist victims of family violence, 
including the drafting of the relevant forms for an interim protection order. 

ñFamily violence is everyoneôs responsibility and not only the victims who suffer from family 
violence.  

ñWe have to work together to eradicate the problem,ò Magistrate Toliken told the participants. 

He said family violence attacks the very foundation of our societies and families and as trained 
officers; they will work towards implementing a peace family in affected homes. 

ñTherefore as humans we may not eradicate, but help share the knowledge gained to help each 
other to minimise the problem,ò he said. 

Mr Toliken said family violence is not tolerated by the law and such behaviour may also result in 
criminal charges being laid.  

ñFurthermore those who chose to disobey the conditions of either an interim protection order are 
liable to be imprisoned or a period of six months,ò he said.  

Also speaking at the closing ceremony was Bougainville Police Service (BPS) prosecutions 
officer Errol Gibson.  

He said family and sexual violence was a priority for the BPS and with the partnership of AusAID, 
more training will be conducted to help minimise the problem. 

He further added that female police officers will also attend an investigators course, after Easter 
in Buka. 

The workshop was attended by BPS female police officers NGOôs, Catholic Church and Nazareth 
Centre for Rehabilitation. 
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Bougainville to have 14 departments  
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

THE Autonomous Bougainville Government is in the process of establishing the foundation of the 
Bougainville public service, with K2 million appropriated from this yearôs ABG budget for it. 

ABG human resource division chief executive officer Shem Satoriri said the process would 
involve the Bougainville administration being broken into 14 departments. 

He said that was to align the Bougainville administrative structure with the regionôs unique 
political arrangements under autonomy. 

Satoriri said the restructure would enhance effective collaboration between ABG departments and 
national government departments on the draw-down of powers from the state to ABG. 

ñIt will enhance the capacity of the Bougainville public service to implement autonomy by 
attracting experienced and qualified personnel from outside Bougainville to work in the 
autonomous region,ò Satoriri said. 



 

 

He said the restructuring exercise would be implemented in phases this year. 

ñPhase one starts with the advertisement of 15 senior executive positions in the new 
departmentalisation structure. 

ñFollowing the completion of phase one, phase two will be to draw up departmental structures 
and advertise priority departments and senior position.ò 

He said a formal request on the transfer of public service powers and functions from the national 
government to ABG would be made at the joint supervisory board meeting planned for this 
month. 

ñBougainville wants a public service that is effective. 

ñThere has to be a change in order to develop this region,ò Satoriri said. 

ñThe Public Service Management Act clearly outlines from the beginning to the end what powers 
are available for us to request for transfer,ò he said. 

Public service powers and functions that have been delegated to all provincial administrations 
and the ABG include creation and abolition of offices, creation so temporary offices, selection and 
recruitment, temporary employment, contract management, training disciplinary matters, minor 
disciplinary matters, serious disciplinary matters, resignation to contest the national election, age 
retirement and retirement on medical grounds. 

Satoriri said other important functions to be transferred included public service commission and 
appointments of departmental heads. 

ñIt is up to us to decide and prioritise what powers should be transferred, while being mindful of 
the capacity issues that confront us,ò Satoriri said. 
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Not all Buka passengers on manifest  
By ELLEN TIAMU 

 

THE passenger list handed out by the owners of the ill-fated mv Rabaul Queen does not contain 
the names of the majority of passengers who boarded it from Buka. 

There were only six passengers listed as travelling from Buka, in North Solomons, although 
survivors confirmed that there were a lot more Bougainvilleans who boarded the vessel there 
because it was first port of call. 

The ship sank last Thursday in heavy seas off Finschhafen, Morobe province. So far, 246 
survivors had been brought to Lae by rescue teams. 

Attempts to get the exact number of people from the shipping company who might have been on 
board have not been successful. 

The company had closed its offices in Buka, Kokopo, Kimbe and Lae. It has refused to answer 
queries from distraught relatives, friends, survivors and journalists. 

The manifest was released by the company last Saturday but did not have listing of people who 
got on the ship at Buka, the first port of call. 

Only those who were travelling from the other two ports of call in Rabaul and Kimbe were on the 
list. The listing had 230 people travelling from Rabaul which was the second port of call, while 
145 boarded the vessel at  Kimbe. All these passengers totalling 375 were listed as bound for 
Lae. 

The vessel was licensed to carry only 310 passengers. 

Seasoned travellers who frequently use the inter-island shipping services said many passengers 
got on the boats at the last minute without purchasing tickets at the port of departure. But they 
pay at the port of disembarkation.  Many who were on the boat could not have had their names 
on the shipping companyôs official manifest. 

This meant that many who are still missing would not have had their names on the shipping 
companyôs official documentation and might not be accounted for unless they had alerted 
relatives, friends or guardians to expect them in Lae. 



 

 

Adult passengers travelling from Buka to Lae pay K440. Those from Rabaul pay K350 while 
travellers from Kimbe pay K210 for the trip to Lae. 

The provincial disaster office in Lae confirmed that the mv Rabaul Queen began its trip from 
Buka. The six people on the manifest included four adults and two children. It would have brought 
the ñofficialò total number of passengers travelling last Thursday to 381. 

Search in the provincial waters of Morobe is still continuing with teams stretching their area to the 
southernmost parts of Oro (Northern) and Milne Bay. 

Four bodies retrieved so far ï three adult females and a five-year-old boy ï were found towards 
Milne Bay waters. 

This has prompted search and rescue operations to also move into the area with two boats and a 
plane involved in the search. 
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Buka sets up info centre  
 

THE Bougainville Local Level Government headquarters on Buka Island has been identified as 
the autonomous regionôs information centre to help families and relatives of Bougainvilleans 
involved in the mv Rabaul Queen disaster, LLG chief executive officer Herbert Kimai said 
yesterday. 

He said relatives needing information on their loved ones can visit the centre, which also houses 
the Bougainville Disaster and Emergency Services. 

Kimai said they had sent an officer to Lae to collate details of Bougainville people rescued and 
those missing. 

He said they had identified 41 Bougainville survivors recovering at the Morobe Catholic diocese 
and Angau Memorial Hospital. 
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Three vessels seized in Buka   
By STEPHANIE ELIZAH 

 

THREE of Star Shipping Ltd vessels and their crew have been prevented from leaving their 
berths at Buka wharf in the wake of last weekôs ferry tragedy when 

the mv Rabaul Queen sank. 

The mv Solomon Queen, mv Kopra 2 and mv Kopra 4 have been instructed to remain anchored 
until Star Shipping had compensated all Bougainvillean passengers who travelled from Kimbe to 
Lae on the ill-fated vessel last Thursday. 

Relatives of the passengers had assured the company they would not damage the ships or harm 
the crew. 

But they wanted Star Shipping owner Peter Sharp to meet all expenses for displaced survivors 
and the repatriation of the deceased to Bougainville. 

Local level government chief executive officer Herbert Kimai confirmed that a meeting with 
relatives was held last Sunday where they assured the local authorities, including the Bougainville 
police service, of the safety of the vessels. 

ñThe relatives have agreed that they will not damage the ships,ò Kimai said. 

ñThey recognise that Bougainville is moving forward in terms of peace and will not go back to the 
days of fighting and destruction of property.ò 



 

 

Bougainville President John Momis had called for calm and appealed to those involved to respect 
the inquiry taking place. 
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Positive Outlook ! 

  

Bougainville Copper Limited 

New super-hype ahead? 

 

Since January 2011 the share price of Bougainville Copper has gone downhill. Up until today the 
stock has lost almost 75 percent of its worth and is currently quoted at a level not seen since the 
discontinuation of the ADR (American Deposit Receipt) programme. Australians were hit 
particularly hard. Europeans, Americans and owners of Singapore Dollars were less affected 
because of the increasing strength of the Aussie Dollar. 

  

The so-called Euro-crisis and the announcement of the huge debt burden of the United States 
have shaken the financial centers of the world to the bone. Contradictory messages about the 
future demand of copper in China and home-made political power plays in Papua New Guinea 
have added to further volatile markets. 

  

2012 has started with all imaginable negative factors already priced in. However, investors should 
not forget to include all positive developments of the recent months into their investment 
strategies. 

  

Here is a preview of what to expect in the coming weeks: 

  

1. Once the hysteria over the situation of the Euro-crisis countries will have slowly subsided 
because initial sensational reports are no longer of any interest to the population.  The stock 
markets once again will reflect more of a scenario shaped by reality rather than horror stories. 

  

2. The price of copper as well as the gold price will continue to rise slowly. 

  

3. The Australian Dollar will also continue to rise, since it is the safe haven for holders of U.S. 
Dollars, UK Pounds and Euros. 

  

4. The political situation in Papua New Guinea will surely settle down after the upcoming 
emotional parliamentary elections in the summer. The current Prime Minister Peter O'Neill has a 
good chance to be elected prime minister after approaching popular topics such as combating 
corruption, eliminating school fees and a comprehensive free health care programme. In addition, 
the population seems to have tired of the selfish policy of his predecessor, Sir Michael Somare 
and his clan. While Somare was considered a friend of China, it is said that O'Neill stands closer 
to Australia. 

  

5. The soon to be held joint supervisory board meeting (JSB) in Buka and the subsequent 
National Executive Council meeting in Arawa will also help to give additional attention to 
Bougainville. Furthermore, ABG President Momis has announced the impending visit to Panguna 
of a high-level delegation headed by Prime Minister Peter O'Neill. This also suggests that 
additional steps towards the reopening of the Panguna mine will be discussed and decided. 
Presumably, in this context, the first official visit of John Momis to Panguna will also take place. It 



 

 

can further be assumed that this will also mark the beginning of the review of the Bougainville 
Copper Agreement, as was announced by ABG Vice President, Patrick Nisira a few weeks ago. 

  

6. After years of deliberations, the Panguna Landowner have drafted  a "New Deal", one that is 
likely to accelerate the reopening of the mine. 

 

7. Thereafter, representatives of Bougainville Copper probably make first visits in order to take 
stock of Panguna. 

 

8. Consequently, the opening of a Bougainville Copper representative office at Arawa would be 
on top of the agenda. 

 

As a logical conclusion from the above hard facts, the following can be summarised: The real 
value of the Bougainville share price can certainly be assessed in a more realistic way. This 
means that at the first sign of good news the stock will possibly hit the high levels from last year, 
or even surpass them. From today's perspective (AUD 0.74 on 02.03.2012) it appears that a 
doubling of the current price is a sure shot and a scenario of tripling or even quadrupling is not 
unrealistic! 

 

 

Bougainville Copper Limited 

Neuer Super-Hype ante portas? 

 

Seit Januar 2011 gingôs mit den Bºrsenkursen von Bougainville Copper bergab. Knapp 75 
Prozent verloren die Papiere seither und notieren heute fast auf einem Niveau, das seit der 
Einstellung des ADR (American Deposit Receipt) Programms nicht gesehen wurde. Betroffen 
waren insbesondere Australier. Europäer, Amerikaner und Besitzer von Singapur Dollar waren 
weniger betroffen, da der Austral Dollar zunehmend fester tendierte. 

 

Nachdem die   sogenannte Eurokrise und die gigantische Verschuldung der U.S.A. die 
Finanzplätze der Welt erschütterte, verunsicherten widersprüchliche Nachrichten über den 
zukünftigen Kupferbedarf Chinas sowie hausgemachte Machtspiele in Papua Neuguinea 
zusätzlich die Märkte. 

Zu Jahresbeginn 2012 scheinen nun alle erdenklich negativen Faktoren eingepreist und 
Investoren sollten daran denken, alle positiven Entwicklungen der letzten Monate in ihr Kalkül 
einzubeziehen. 

 

Hier nun eine Vorschau auf das, was in den kommenden Wochen zu erwarten ist: 

 

1. Nachdem die Hysterie über die Situation der Schuldenstaaten langsam abklingen wird, da 
reißerische Berichte nicht mehr das Interesse der Bevölkerung finden, werden die Aktienmärkte 
wieder mehr von Realitäten als von Horrorszenarien geprägt sein. 

 

2. Die Kupferpreise sowie auch die Goldpreise werden weiter langsam ansteigen. 

 

3. Der Austral-Dollar wird ebenfalls weiter steigen, da er sich als stabile Fluchtwährung aus US-
Dollar, Pfund und Euro empfiehlt. 

 

4. Die politische Lage in Papua Neuguinea wird sich spätestens nach emotionsreichen 
Parlamentswahlen im Sommer beruhigen. Der derzeitige Premierminister Peter OôNeill hat gute 
Chancen wieder Premierminister zu werden, da er populäre Themen wie die Bekämpfung der 
Korruption, den Wegfall von Schulgeldern und eine flächendeckende kostenlose 
Gesundheitsversorgung auf seine Fahnen geschrieben hat. Zudem scheint die Bevölkerung 
genug zu haben von der egoistischen Sippenpolitik seines Vorgängers Sir Michael Somare und 



 

 

dessen Clan. Wªhrend Somare als Freund Chinas galt, sagt man OôNeill nach, Australien nªher 
zu stehen. 

 

5. Das Joint Supervisory Board Meeting (JSB) in Buka und die daran anschließende National 
Executive Council Sitzung in Arawa werden zudem in  Kürze den Fokus auf Bougainville lenken. 
Der von ABG Präsident Momis angekündigte Besuch einer hochrangigen Delegation unter 
Leitung von PNG Premierminister Peter OóNeill in Panguna lªsst dar¿ber hinaus vermuten, dass 
weitere Schritte zur Wiedereröffnung der Panguna Mine erörtert und beschlossen werden. 
Vermutlich wird in diesem Zusammenhang auch der erste offizielle Besuch von John Momis in 
Panguna stattfinden. Es ist ferner davon auszugehen, dass dabei auch der Beginn der 
Überarbeitung des Bougainville Copper Agreements vereinbart wird so, wie vor einigen Wochen 
von ABG Vizepräsident Patrick Nisira angekündigt.  

  

6. Nach jahrelangen Beratungen haben die Panguna Landeigner einen  Entwurf f¿r einen ĂNew 
Dealñ entwickelt, der geeignet ist, die Wiedererºffnung der Mine zu beschleunigen. 

 

7. Danach werden vermutlich Vertreter von Bougainville Copper erste Besuche in Panguna 
zwecks einer Bestandsaufnahme machen. 

 

8. Folglich stünde dann auch die Eröffnung einer Bougainville Copper Repräsentanz, eines 
Kontaktbüros in Arawa ganz oben auf der Agenda. 

 

Als logische Schlussfolgerung  aus den oben genannten harten Fakten ergibt sich folgendes Bild: 
Der Wert der Bougainville-Aktie  wird mit Sicherheit zunehmend realistischer eingeschätzt 
werden. D.h.: Die Aktie wird vermutlich schon bei Verºffentlichung erster Ăguterñ Nachrichten 
wieder versuchen, Ihr Hoch aus dem vergangenen Jahr zu testen bzw. sogar zu übertreffen. Aus 
heutiger Sicht (AUD 0,74 am 3.2.2012) erscheint eine Verdoppelung des derzeitigen Preises 
sicher, eine Verdreifachung wahrscheinlich und sogar eine Vervierfachung nicht utopisch! 
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Germany helps schools 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

FORTY schools in Bougainville are the first proud recipients of new portable solar equipment 
invented by Denver Electronics, in Germany. 

The solar equipment consisting of a lamp, radio and panel were donated by the German 
Embassy in Canberra, Australia, through the Bougainville Diocese Development Office of the 
Catholic Education at a cost of K30,000.  

According to Andi Siedersleben, who is the Diocesan Development Officer, the equipment will be 
of great use to schools in remote places where there is no rural electrification power supply 
available. 

ñWe carried out the first test at Caterets Island and found out that the solar equipment are very 
powerful and useful to rural places. The solar produced lights from three to four hours while the 
TWR-803 radio, is a world receiver, receiving signals globally,ôô he said. 

He said teachers would use the lights to do their work and the radio to listen to school 
broadcasts, news and community announcements from local radio stations. 

ñIt will not make big differences but small differences, ò he said. 

Last Friday, the solar equipment were officially launched and handed over to the Minister for 
Education in the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG), John Tabinaman by Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of Bougainville, Bernard Unabali. 



 

 

Bishop Unabali, while officiating in the hand-over take-over, blessed the equipment, and said they 
would help with the formation of teachers to facilitate lessons and make learning conducive for 
students. 

Bishop Unabali added it would also enhance teachers in their professions. 

Meanwhile, Mr Tabinaman applauded the German Government for its donation towards the future 
leaders of Bougainville. 

ñI thank the German Government for their investment in the education development for the future 
leaders of Bougainville. Though a small gesture, but it will always be remembered by recipients,ôô 
he said. 

 

 
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Bougainville Bernard Unabali launches the solar panel, light and radio 
equipment for the 40 schools in Bougainville.  
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Not all is right with hardship allowances for Bougainville: PEA Officer 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

THERE is a lot of wrong information on the hardship allowances payment to be made in 
Bougainville, Secretary of the Public Employees Association (PEA) branch in Bougainville, 
Herbert Kimai, has said. 

And he blames the public servants themselves, who are eligible for the funds, for disseminating 
the wrong information. 

ñI have heard a lot of false statements being made, regarding the hardship allowance payout, and 
not happy at all. I do not blame anyone but the public servants themselves, ò the frustrated Mr 
Kimai said. 

He said the public servants should have patience and wait for the appropriate time when the 
payments were to be made. 

ñIt would be more convenient, if correct information is received from relevant authorities, rather 
than misinforming the public. These are not entitlements that you public servants should be 
making a lot of noise about, these are allowances and please, have patience.ò he said.  

Meanwhile, Mr Kimai said the hardship allowances would only cater for public servants who 
worked in the Bougainville restoration program, from 1992 to 1994. 



 

 

He said PEA was closely working with the Bougainville Public Service Union (BPSU), the 
Bougainville Administration and the Department of Personnel Management (DPM) to sort out the 
issue. 

Mr Kimai assured that the funds are ready, however, he said DPM needed to finalise all the 
documents before the payouts were made. 

The hardship allowance of K17 million, he said, would be paid to public servants, starting the 
payments off with the first K10 million. 

The Post-Courier understands that the payouts should have been done last year but was delayed 
because Bougainville Administration, as facilitator of the payments, was unable to bring the 
officers into the autonomous region, because the Governmentôs accounts were closed at that 
time. 

Mr Kimai said these were arrangements made between the Bougainville Administration (BA) and 
DPM. 

ñThe Bougainville administration is responsible to meet the travel and accommodation costs.ò he 
said. 

Mr Kimai said this was now a matter before the BA and PEA with BPSU not in a position to say 
anything but was only awaiting response from the two organisations. 

He added that the payout of the hardship allowance was a decision made by the National 
Executive Council, and it was an honour for them to facilitate the payout. 

Post-Courier made numerous attempts to the Chief Bougainville Administratorôs office, but no one 
from this office wanted to comment. 

When DPM was contacted, one of the officers speaking from Port Moresby, said: ñFunds were 
still with the Treasury Department, waiting to be transferred to DPMôs accounts.ò 

The office of the Acting Industrial Relations manager was also contacted to clear the air on the 
issue, however, the officer refused to comment. 
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Philippine delegation to visit 

By Fabian Gatana 

 

BOUGAINVILLE will play host to a high level business and investment delegation from the 
Philippines this week. 

The ABG, led by President John Momis, members of the Bougainville Executive Council and the 
business sector will host the delegation upon their arrival on Wednesday. The delegation 
comprises of 31 business executives and entrepreneurs from various business interests in the 
Philippines and government representatives. Their interests in Bougainville covers potential 
investments in agriculture, banking, shipping, tourism, fisheries and mining, among other areas. 
They will also explore opportunities in direct investment, trade and commercial ties with 
Bougainville.  

ñThis visit is yet another positive indicator that Bougainville is well on the road to political and 
broad based economic recovery and that the situation on the ground is such that it has shown the 
world that Bougainville is open or (has) creditable business and investment opportunities,ò said 
Mr Momis. 
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300 passengers believed to have perished in the ill-fated Rabaul 
Queen 

 



 

 

MORE than 300 passengers were believed to have perished in the disastrous sinking of the 
Rabaul Queen during the early hours of Thursday last week. 

And the ship is believed to have completely submerged with no sight from where it went down 
nine nautical miles off Finschaffen. 

Reports reaching the Post- Courier have stated that the vessel was overloaded allegedly carrying 
more than 700 passengers on board, (400 when it left Buka, more than 100 got on in Rabaul and 
about 360 from Kavieng and Kimbe) not the initial 350 that had been repeatedly quoted by the 
media. 

Chief Executive Officer of National Maritime and Safety Authority (NMSA), Captain Nurur 
Rahman, had indicated the ship was overloaded adding that its certificate allowed for only 310 
passengers. Rabaul Shipping initially advised there were 350 passengers and 12 crew members 
on board but survivors are now testifying that there were hundreds more on board that fateful 
voyage. 

NMSA has also advised the total number of passengers is sketchy because there was no proper 
manifest from Buka, Rabaul and Kimbe apart from the list they have and besides many 
passengers especially in Buka and other centres bought their tickets at the wharf. 

Many survivors rescued and recovering in Lae have confirmed this and were also denying both 
local and foreign media reports that there were about 350 passengersô destined for Lae before it 
sank last Thursday. 

The Post-Courier confirmed that unlike passengers travelling on aeroplanes, certainly there will 
be no passenger manifest released to confirm the right number of passengers on board the 
vessel, including survivors and the ones missing. 

More and more survivors are pasting on social media groups and facebook and from survivors 
interviewed, the vessel was obviously overloaded. 

This is another story published on facebook by a relative of a survivor. ñFrom my younger brother, 
who was on board MV Rabaul Queen when disaster struck.  

ñThere were actually 780 passengers on board - 420 from Rabaul/Kavieng /Buka and 360 from 
Kimbe. 

ñMostly young children, mothers and students. There werenôt any emergency procedures or 
demonstrations when they got on the ship and the shipping agency didnôt limit passenger 
intakes,ôô he said.  
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ABG DISSASSOCIATES 

by Aloysius Laukai 

 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government has dissassociated itself from activities of ex 
combatants and relatives of Mv Rabaul Queen passengers now holding 3 ships owned by Peter 
Sharp in Buka. 

Chief ABG legal officer,CHRIS SIRIOSI told a meeting of relatives and ex combatants in Buka 
that the ABG was not involved in the holding of ships. 

He said that the action was by relatives and ex combatants who are demanding to see PETER 
SHARP in Buka. 

Chris Siriosi said that the ABG was interested in helping Bougainvilleans who were affected by 
the accident. 

Meanwhile the Bougainville Disaster office is operating 24 hours to give information on the 
accident. 
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Students Register 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Bougainville students who did not travel by MV Solomon Queen due to the boat accident last 
week are urgently requested to register at the Bougainville Disaster office 

This is for the ABG to work out if a ship is required to move these students to Rabaul. 

Bougainville's chief administrator. Lawrene Dising made this anmouncement in Buka this 
morning. 

He was responding to calls by ex combatants in Buka for the ABG to charter another boat to ferry 
these standed students out of Buka. 

Mr. Dissing said that the ABG through the registration can now decide to engage MV 
BOUGAINVILLE ATOLLS to Rabaul and possibly other centres. 

Meanwhile until 5pm this afternoon only eleven students have put in their names. 

  

 
Pictured are some students putting their names at the disaster office. 
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ABG MOVES FAST 

by Aloysius Laukai 

 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government is sending some officers to assist Bougainvilleans 
who survived from the Rabaul Queen accident, last Thursday. 

The officers, one already arrived in Lae this morning and communicate with officials on 
Bougainville with information about survivors and also dead bodies from the accident. 



 

 

Bougainville chief adminstrator, Lawrence Dising made these comments when announcing that 
the ABG PRESIDENT,Chief John Momis would be personally travelling to Lae tommorow to visit 
the survivors. 

Mr. Dising told a fourth meeting with parents and relatives of passengers lost at sea that the ABG 
was doing all it can to assist thos 

e who have been affected by the accident. 

FOR students who did not travel last Monday to give in names so that the ABG can organize 
another boat to Rabaul. 

Meanwhile excombatants holding on to three ships owned by Peter Sharp will not release them 
until all te fate of Bougainville passengers are released to them. 

They told the meeting with Bougainville chief administrator this morning that they were not happy 
with the communication breakdown between the shipping company and the families of those who 
lost their lives. 
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Momis wants enquiry 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

ABG president chief John Momis this afternoon called for a full inquiry into the boat accident that 
has claimed so many lives of Bougainvilleans and other fellow Papua New Guineans. 

He made these comment when sending his condolences to the families of those who lost their 
lives at this drastic accident. 

Mr.Momis said that the probe into this disaster would determine the cause of this accident and 
those found guilty should face the full force of the law. 

ABG President said that he fully supported the call by Prime Minister Peter Oniel to set up an 
inquiry into the boat accident. 

He said the ABG plans to start up education institutions on Bougainville so that Bougainvillean 
students can study on Bougainville instead of taking risks looking for education institutions in 
other provinces. 

Mr.Momis said that the ABG has plans to purchase its own passenger boat to serve its own 
people. 

New Dawn FM understands that the President wants the administrator to allow some funds to 
assist families trying to locate their relatives. 

Bougainville disaster office has released that 46 passengers from Bougainville were on this boat 
between Kimbe and Lae. 
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Search for survivers continues 
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Build up capacity in Bougainville 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 



 

 

 

PRESIDENT of the Autonomous Bougainville Government Chief John Momis says capacity 
building is essential for the growth and development of Bougainville. 

At a recent gathering in Buka, President Momis said that Bougainville leaders need to work 
together, to make Bougainvilleôs dream of achieving independence come true. 

The calling for a regional-wide referendum he said, have the people decide their political future 
set for 2015, as the date of the ultimatum decision. ñLeaders have to be ethically empowered and 
work together to implement the policies set in place by the ABG.ò he said 

The President said that good governance is the only way that will pave the way for a new 
Bougainville. 

He said that ABG as the legitimate government have roles to play, and that is to mend a lot of 
loop holes.  

All these have to be addressed to maintain the political arrangements set in the Bougainville 
Peace Agreement (BPA). 

ñBougainville is a newly established autonomous region, and is optimistic to gaining 
independence in five years time. We still have a long way to go however by implementing the 
BPA, we will certainly will win, the prize, we have been fighting for, and that is independence.ò he 
said. 

Meanwhile Momis has urged all bureaucrats in the region to seriously deal with issues, more over 
the human resource and capacity building.  

ñLet us move with time and create changes for our mother land Bougainville.ò he said. 
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Parents seek information on children 

By FABIAN GATANA 

 

PARENTS of Bougainvillean students that travelled to Lae this week aboard one of Rabaul 
Shippings vessels are seeking information on the wellbeing of their children after reports that the 
vessel they were travelling in capsized off the waters of West New Britain. 

As of yesterday morning, concerned parents and relatives of those who were on board the vessel 
bound for Lae have been calling the Rabaul Shipping office in Buka seeking confirmation on the 
incident and any information on the fate of their loved ones.  

News of the incident spread like wildfire through the streets of Buka Town yesterday as many 
were asking questions on the situation of the passengers on board while others waited anxiously 
to receive official confirmation from the Rabaul Shipping. 

A large number of passengers travelling on the ill-fated vessel were students travelling back to 
school for commencement of classes next week. 

The Rabaul Shipping office in Buka was closed yesterday as the management themselves had 
not received confirmation of the incident from Rabaul and could not answer the overwhelming 
flood of questions. 

Attempts to receive confirmation from Rabaul Shipping headquarters on the incident were also 
unsuccessful as phones were left unattended to. 

With the high increase in airfares from Bougainville to other centres in PNG, more 
Bougainvilleans are opting to travel by ship to cut costs. 
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Ship down! 



 

 

 

Coastal ferry MV Rabaul Queen capsizes with 350 onboard  

By STAFF REPORTERS 

 

 

Rescue operations continue in heavy seas off the coast of Finschhafen, Morobe Province last 
night for 120 people still missing in a ferry disaster that has sent shockwaves throughout the 
Islands region. 

Passengers that were on the ill-fated boat were mainly students who were returning to Lae from 
holiday in their homes in East and West New Britain and the Autonomous Region of Bougainville. 
Eight merchant vessels, supported by officials from the Australian and PNG Marine Safety 
Authorities remained at the scene and by 8 pm, reported that 230 passengers out of the 350 
people on the vessel, MV Rabaul Queen, was carrying have been rescued. 

Last night, Lae City readied itself to receive the survivors that were put on a boat which was 
expected to arrive between 11 and 12 pm. 

ñWe have sent the relatives home and told them to come back by 10pm. Angau Memorial 
Hospital is getting ready to take in any one that needs medical care. Additional staff is on standby 
to provide all the help needed,ò a spokesman said. 

There were no reports of any bodies recovered but shocked and worried relatives of those on 
board were yesterday fronting up at the offices of Rabaul Shipping, the owner of MV Rabaul 
Queen, for explanation. 

Rabaul Shipping owner Peter Sharp would not provide any other details to the grieving relatives 
except to confirm the disaster, when confronted at his office. His brother, Hamish Sharp is the 
Chairman of the National Maritime Safety Authority. MV Rabaul Queen left Buka, with 300 
passengers. When it docked at Rabaul, 110 disembarked and they were replaced by 135 
passengers. At Kimbe, 105 people got off the vessel and 130 people from Kimbe and proceeded 
to Lae, when it capsized about nine nautical miles off Finschhafen at 5am yesterday. 

And Australian Navy ship nearby picked up the distress signal from MV Rabaul Queen and 
directed merchants ships  

in the area to head for the site of the crippled boat and started rescuing the passengers. 

ñAustralian authorities last night diverted four merchant ships to the scene quickly to help with the 
rescue. I have not seen the manifest as yet but it is likely around 300 passengers,ò PNGôs 
National Maritime Safety Authority boss Captain Nurur Rahman said last night. 

The PNG National Weather Service said it has sent out a strong warning hours earlier of strong 
winds and rough seas and warned all vessels not to take to the sea. 



 

 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill has expressed grief over the incident and ordered an immediate 
investigation into the disaster.  

ñWe need to bring some safety measures back into this industry. We cannot continue to lose lives 
at sea. We have a lot of people living on the islands. We will be guided by reports that we get,ò Mr 
OôNeill said. 

ñOur sympathies go out to the families and the persons who have been affected by this disaster,ò 
he added. 

Australian Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd said Australia stood ready to help in any way it could. ñI 
spoke to my counterpart, PNG Foreign Minister Ano Pala, earlier today (yesterday) to inform him 
that Australia stands ready to offer all necessary assistance,ò Mr Rudd said in a statement. 
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Mining projects key to development  
By BOSORINA ROBBY 

 

PAPUA New Guinea has the potential to become a well-developed nation if its mining projects 
are managed well and benefits from them distributed widely. 

Mining minister Byron Chan told a two-day stakeholder workshop in Port Moresby that this would 
happen if there was a government-private partnership to ensure that development reached the 
grassroots people in the village. 

The workshop was to push the government and stakeholders to take up the challenge of good 
governance in the spending of benefits received from the extractive industry in a transparent 
manner. 

It is called the extractive industries transparency initiative (EITI). 

Its aim is to strengthen good governance by improving transparency and accountability. 

It is a global standard that promotes revenue transparency with a robust, yet flexible methodology 
for monitoring and reconciling company payments and government revenues at the country level. 

Its successful implementation would lead to benefits for the government, the companies, civil 
societies and for energy security. 

Chan said government was willing to participate in this initiative where it would become a vital 
part of PNGôs development and progress into the future. 

He said his ministry wanted to adopt some of EITIôs principles by inserting the relevant provision 
within the revised mining policy and mining act. 

ñThe revised mining act has expanded on section 161 Information of the Mining Act 1992 by 
revising the heading to Reporting and Information. 

ñUnder this provision, tenement holders are required to submit all information to the authority and 
shall not be made available to anyone outside of the authority, unless otherwise authorised to do 
so,ò he said. 

Chan said the revised act called for audits to be conducted once ever fiscal year for compliance 
and regulation of the mining industry. 

It would look at the performance of the MRA and its agents or subsidiaries and of all companies 
licensed under the Act to ensure all policies, laws and regulations are complied with. 
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Mekamui head: Vote in quality leaders  

 



 

 

PRESIDENT of the Mekamui political group Philip Miriori has appealed to Bougainvilleans to 
carefully choose and vote for the right leaders in this yearôs general election. 

ñWe must be careful in choosing the right people with quality leadership who can speak for 
Bougainville and represent the people in parliament for the next five years,ò Miriori said. 

He said the next lot of leaders chosen must be prepared to work closely with the Autonomous 
Bougainville Government (ABG) in implementing the autonomy arrangement under the 
Bougainville Peace Agreement. 

ñThey must coordinate their efforts and support ABG. 

ñThere should be no reservations, otherwise, the peace agreement will face difficulties in being 
implemented,ò Miriori said. 

He said Bougainville was at the cross-road and only leaders with quality leadership would take it 
through the next five years and successfully march towards referendum and independence for 
Bougainville. 

ñThe people of Panguna will not to repeat the mistakes of the past by voting in the wrong people 
who did not even help us address our own landowner issues and those of Bougainville at large, 
including the most pressing issue of compensation and speedy economic recovery of 
Bougainville,ò Miriori said. 

ñWe are now planning to put in our own candidate who understands our issues, someone who is 
highly respected for his professional standing and reputation with vast experience, is matured and 
boasts good moral principles and family values 

and is widely known 

not only on Bougainville.ò 

Miriori appealed to voters in Panguna district, particularly women and youth, to ensure their 
names were registered in the common roll to guarantee a seat for Pangunaôs own candidate in 
the national parliament. 
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United in grief  
By ISAAC NICHOLAS 

 

PRIME Minister Peter OôNeill and Sir Michael Somare yesterday shook hands and stood united in 
grief ï at the funeral of a parliamentary colleague. 

Political differences were put aside as MPs from both sides of the warring factions farewelled the 
late Patrick Tammur (picture) in Port Moresby. The Kokopo MP died last week after a long battle 
with diabetes. 

  

 
late Patrick O. Tammur  



 

 

  

MPs paid their tribute and viewed his body at the Grand Hall of Parliament. It was followed by a 
memorial service at the St Joseph Church in East Boroko. 

OôNeill shook hands with Sir Michael and his son, Angoram MP Arthur Somare in a ñfuneral 
reconciliationò. 

OôNeill was accompanied by his deputy Belden 
Namah, cabinet ministers, Speaker Jeffery Nape 
and deputy speaker Francis Marus. 

Sir Michael and Arthur arrived with Ambunti-
Dreikikir MP Tony Aimo, Southern Highlands 
Governor Anderson Agiru, Madang regional MP 
Sir Arnold Amet and Pomio MP Paul Tiensten. 

The two factions sat side by side again at the 
funeral service at the St Joseph Catholic church 
in East Boroko. 

Tammurôs body will be flown to Kokopo this 
morning where a traditional Tolai welcome with 
the Tumbuan-Dukduk ceremony is expected at 
the Tokua airport. 

Tammur is survived by wife Salome and three 
children Oscar, Sophia and Theresa. 

OôNeill joined Sir Michael and other leaders in 
paying tribute to the late MP. 

ñWhen he defeated Sir Rabbie Namaliu in the 
2007 general election, he knew the challenges 
that lay ahead of him and the expectations of his 
people, were great,ò OôNeill said. 

ñGrand Chief Sir Michael Somare recognised his 
pedigree and his potential and appointed him to 

his Cabinet in the former government. 

ñAnd the young man did not disappoint. He presided over a number of key policy changes in the 
information and communication technology arena, which now guide development in the industry. 

ñIt is indeed a huge loss that this illness has cut short the life of this promising young leader. 

ñFor his time of public service, however short, I thank his family and the people of Kokopo. 

Sir Michael also conveyed his condolences to the family and the people of Kokopo. 
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Vote for quality leaders - Miriori 
 

The President of Mekamui Government of Unity, Mr Philip Miriori is appealing to Bougainvilleans 
to choose very carefully and vote for the right leaders in this yearôs coming National General 
Election. 

ñWe must be very careful in choosing the right people with quality leadership who can speak for 
Bougainville and represent the people in PNG National Parliament for the next 5 years,ò Mr Miriori 
said. 

Mr Miriori emphasised that the next lot of leaders elected must be prepared to work closely with 
ABG in implementing the Autonomy arrangement under the Bougainville Peace Agreement. 

ñThey must coordinate their efforts and support ABG without any reservations otherwise the 
Bougainville Peace Agreement will have difficulties in having it fully implemented before the 
referendum, ñ Mr Miriori said. 



 

 

Mr Miriori said that Bougainville is now at an important cross-road that is critical indeed, and only 
leaders with the right kind of quality leadership can take us through the next five years and 
successfully march towards referendum and independence for Bougainville. 

ñAs for our people in Panguna, we are already determined not to repeat the same old mistakes 
again this time as we have done so in the past by voting for the wrong people who could not even 
help us to address our own landowner issues and also those of Bougainville at large, including 
the most pressing issue of compensation and speedy economic recovery of Bougainville. 

ñWe are now planning to put in our own candidate who understands our issues, someone who is 
highly respected for his professional standing and reputation, vast experience, maturity, moral 
principles and family values, and widely known not only on Bougainville and PNG but also 
internationally as well,ò Mr Miriori said.  

ñThe President for Mekamui Government of Unity said that through the current Panguna 
Unification Process consisting of the Panguna Landowners Association, Mekamui Government of 
Unity, Original Mekamui faction, Ex-combatants and other interest groups such as churches, 
COEs, women groups, youth etc we want to choose our own leader whose stand on the issue of 
independence for Bougainville is without any doubt whatsoever and unquestionable. He must 
also be a person who has played a key role during the Bougainville Crisis, especially the 
Bougainville peace process,ò Mr Miriori said. 
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Buka buai - big and cheap! 

 

  

ONLY Buka buai is big and cheap and still the best! 
Bougainville is Blessed with the big, green and juicy 
betel nut. And while prices of buai have increased in 
other parts of the country, Buka buai has remained 
unchanged ranging from 20t to 50t and a bundle of 
mustard costs 50t and K1. 
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PNC MEET 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Parents and Citizens of students that would be attending HUTJENA SECONDARY SCHOOL are 
asked to attend a urgent meeting for the PNC next Monday February 6th,2012 at the school hall. 

Chairman for the PNC association, JOHN KOMARIN when making this announcement wants all 
parents and citizens to attend this important meeting before the 2012 school year begins. 

He said that the meeting would begin at ten oôclock on Monday morning. 
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LOAD SHEDDINGS 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

PNG Power Limited Buka Office is again advising its clients that they are currently facing 
mechanical problems with their Generators at the KUBU POWER House. 

In a memo dated 26th January 2012, PPL management has been appealing to Business Houses 
to switch on their stand by sets to ease the situation PPL is facing at the moment. 

This is to allow workmen to repair the problems with their three Generators. 
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Landowners thanked 

 

WAKUNAI landowners at Central Bougainville have been thanked for allowing work to commence 
on the Iraka bridge which was officially opened on December 30 last year. 

Speaking at the official ceremony ABG Minister for works, transport and civil aviation Carolus 
Ketsimur said the landowners agreed for a bridge to be built over Iraka river for the benefit of the 
people of Bougainville. 

Ketsimur said the Wakunai landowners were able to put their differences aside and make 
sacrifices to allow work to commence without obstruction. 

He also congratulated the landowners in the other fourteen project sites of which bridges are 
being built under a K90 million fund by the government and people of Japan for the people of 
Bougainville. 

The total of fifteen bridges built by contractor company Kitano Construction Limited will be 
officially handed over to the ABG by the government of Japan next month. 
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Chief System review 

 

ABG minister for Local Level Government (LLG), Traditional Authorities and Communication 
Joseph Nopei says the Autonomous Bougainville Government supports the village chief system. 

He said this is evident in their decision to empower traditional leadership structure below the 
Council of Elders (COE) and village assembly level. 

He said the ABG will empower the chiefs so that they will effectively deal with issues at the village 
level. 

He said as the Autonomous Region of Bougainville moves towards autonomy and referendum in 
2015, the ABG would like to ensure that the lower level of government are fully functional and 
operating effectively before 2015. 

Nopei added that this was going to be very challenging but assured that work would start this 
year in conjunction with the review of the COE system. 

 

 



 

 

02.02.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

BRADA MERGED 

 

THE Bougainville Executive Council (BEC) has endorsed the merging of the Bougainville 
Restoration and Development Authority (BRADA) with the ABG division of Technical Services 
(TSD). 

In its recent meeting, BEC acknowledged that the streamlining of the two agencies responsible 
for infrastructure development allows the ABG to enhance the capacity of only one entity instead 
of the two. 

ABG minister for finance and treasury Albert Punghau said the decision was necessary to 
manage and coordinate high impact infrastructure projects irrespective of the funding sources. 

He justified that the merging of BRADA into TSD would avoid duplication of roles, confusion, 
buck-passing and wastage of resources. 
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NEW GRAVEL RATES 

 

LOCALS selling river gravel have reason to celebrate this year as the autonomous government of 
Bougainville has approved new buying rates for riverine materials especially gravel and 
limestone. 

ABG minister for Works, Transport and Civil Aviation Carolus Ketsimur at a recent presentation to 
ABG members announced that this year, river gravel will be bought at three kina per cubic meter. 

This is an increase of two kina from last yearôs buying rate of one kina per cubic meter. 

He also said limestone would now be bought at four kina per cubic meter compared to last yearôs 
buying rate of one kina fifty toea per cubic meter. 

Ketsimur said this was good money easily earned from the natural resources owned by the 
coastal communities of Bougainville and urged that the landowners invest their money well. 

He also urged that companies and landowners do fair business to avoid conflict and 
misunderstanding. 
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DATA SYSTEMS DOWN 

By New Dawn Media 

 

Telekom PNG Data systems network to the Autonomous Region of Bougainville has been out for 
three weeks and clients in Bougainville are frustrated at the prolonged inconvenience caused. 

Teachers, public servants and the general public needing postal, loan banking and png power 
services on Buka Island have urged that Telikom PNG quickly address the issue and have its 
data services restored. 

Users of Telikomôs Virtual Private Network (VPN) including Post PNG, Teacherôs Savings and 
Loans, Nationwide Micro Bank and PNG Power have been the main service providers impacted 
by the disruption. 

Most had to turn away customers needing their services since the problem began because the 
companies could not access organizational data bases from their network. 



 

 

Telikom Bougainville branch confirmed that VPN users in Alotau, Mendi and Goroka have also 
been affected by the outage. 

The branch assured that they are working in close consultation with colleagues in Port Moresby 
to restore the data link as soon as possible. 
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Bougainville prepares for 2012 elections 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Electoral Commissioner Raitama Taravaru said they are confident they will 
complete all quality checks of the Bougainville electoral roll before the writs for the national 
elections is released on April 27. 

Taravaru said the quality check for South Bougainville has been completed with updated data 
sent to Port Moresby last week. 

The electoral office began work on updated rolls for Central Bougainville last Saturday and is 
expected to dispatch the data to Port Moresby by Friday. 

The PNG Electoral Commissioner had set the end of this month as the deadline for all quality 
check exercises to allow for a period for objections. 

Taravaru added that work on updated rolls for North Bougainville is yet to be undertaken due to 
delay in the printing of blank cheques by Moore Printing in Port Moresby. 

He said as soon as the blank cheques are received, they would raise payments for enrolment 
agents, transport hire and related costs of the preparation exercise. 

Meantime, he is urging all eligible voters not yet enrolled to register their names with village clerks 
in their respective village assemblies. 

Taravaru said that there should not be any excuses for voters not having their names listed on 
the electoral roll when the village clerks who eat and sleep in the villages have made every 
chance available to the villagers to enroll. 

He echoed PNG electoral commissioner Andrew Trawenôs caution against early campaign and 
warned that any intending candidates caught campaigning in the region before the writs are 
issued would be prosecuted. 
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NEW HANDS FOR BGH 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Buka General Hospital has three new hands to help out with their health care delivery in the 
region. 

The three new Resident Medical Officers flew into Buka last month for their two year residency at 
Buka General Hospital. 

Dr Mathias Tovilu acting Director of Medical Services and head of Paediatrics in Buka Hospital 
said that the three will be rotating throughout different sections in the hospital. 

He says this month two of the RMOôs will start in the paediatrics section and will be involved all 
medical work in the section. 

The RMOôs are expected to complete a rotational residency by the end of the October. 

The program will end at the end of a two year period and will consist of all medical and 
operational fields. 

 

 



 

 

02.02.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

FREE HEALTHCARE A DREAM 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

The new move by the National Government to introduce free medical healthcare has been 
brushed aside as being a dream. 

Buka General Hospital, following directions from the national health division has been ordered to 
carry on operations as usual. 

Acting Director of Medical Services Dr Mathias Tovilu told New Dawn FM that Buka General 
Hospital will not be providing free medical care until it is directed to. 

He says that for many of the government run hospitals in the country have a lot of problems in 
healthcare service provision. 

Dr Tovilu says that if healthcare is to be free the government must seriously look into fixing all 
existing problems facing hospitals around the country. 

With the Hospital currently facing the shortage of drugs the implementation of the free medical 
care will be a blow to the hospitals current state. 

He announced that the hospital will continue to charge patientsô for medical services provided as 
the fees charged will help in purchasing medical drugs. 
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UPNG STUDENTS COMPLETE AWARENESS 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

A group made up of University of Papua New Guinea Bougainville students has just completed a 
two week long awareness program in south and central Bougainville. 

The high power group lead by team leader, Israel Pais a third year Political Science student 
carried out awareness on the structure roles and responsibilities of the ABG and its branches. 

The awareness was mainly targeted at the people of South and Central Bougainville mainly in the 
areas where fighting between combatant groups are still ongoing. 

Israel says that due to the lack of sufficient knowledge on the newly adapted system of 
government in place for Bougainville, groups like the Mekamui and Liberation forces are still 
fighting. 

He says his team visited the fighting zones and carried out awareness on the government 
structure to combatants and villagers. 

Many of the chiefs and people in the areas they visited were pleased with the awareness and the 
information which they had received. 

The awareness was funded by the ABG and an official report will be released at the end of the 
month. 
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BGH DENIES REPORT 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 



 

 

Buka General Hospital is denying reports that blood bags have been discarded due to power 
outages. 

The report released in one of the daily newspapers speculated that due to the constant power 
outages in Buka town Buka Hospital had to discard blood bags. 

Acting DMS Dr Mathias Tovilu says that the hospital is fully equipped with a standby generator 
and storage UPS to cater for the changeover. 

He says the hospital at the moment would not throw away any blood bags as they are currently 
short on blood. 

He says the hospital is operating as usual and has assured the people of Bougainville that the 
hospital will serve them well. 
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BORA THREATENING WISAI 
By Tapo Tovilu 

 

The cocoa pod bora is threatening cocoa farmers of Wisai in South Bougainville. 

The destructive pest which has destroyed many coca farms around Bougainville is now 
threatening many parts of South Bougainville. 

Noah Tapo a youth observing the pest in Wisai has warned that the pest may soon reach Wisai. 

He says cocoa seeds which are being brought into Wisai from Koromira and other parts of 
Central Bougainville may be a way in for the pests. 

He is calling on farmers and the people of Wisai to be aware of the risks of transporting seedlings 
and cocoa shoots into the area. 

Mr Tapo has called on agriculture department to assist in providing information on avenues which 
can be taken to safeguard their farms. 

Attempts made by New Dawn FM to get comments from CCI were unsuccessful. 
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CHIEFS CHALLENGED 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Chiefs in the Kunua District have been challenged to help in law and order in their respective 
communities. 

The challenge was issued by the Minister for Local Level Government, Traditional Authorities and 
Communication Joseph Nopei. 

He made the comments at the official handing over of a new police vehicle to Kuna police on 
Tuesday. 

He thanked the Bougainville Police Service for giving regular police officers who now are working 
alongside the district caps. 

Nopei called on chiefs and village leaders to work with police to ensure law and order in the 
district. 

He added that police officers were also to work in collaboration with the local authorities for better 
community relations. 
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Papua New Guinea - forever on the brink 

  

 

BY SEAN DORNEY 

Radio Australia / Australia Network News 

 

TO OUTSIDERS PAPUA NEW GUINEA must always seem to be on the brink of catastrophe - 
but it never quite happens. 

The almost farcical attempt last week by a retrenched Colonel to take over as the military 
Commander led to immediate speculation here in Australia that PNG was having a military coup. 

Even Colonel Yaura Sasa ruled that out when he held his one and only news conference. But 
while denying he was staging a coup he did threaten to take "necessary action" if Sir Michael 
Somare was not reinstated as Prime Minister. 

That amused me because one of the worst novels ever written about PNG was called Take 
Necessary Action. It was written by two sisters, Australians, who had been in the Highlands of 
PNG prior to Independence and it was about how rapidly PNG would descend into catastrophe 
because Australia under a socialist Labor Government would pull out and let the Chinese take 
over. 

One of the most appalling lines in that dreadful book was a quote from one of the white Australian 
male heroes who, when marvelling at the beauty of the Highlands, remarked that, "This would be 
a great county if it was not for Oli." 

'Oli' was the derogatory term some expatriates used for Papua New Guineans and it comes from 
the first two words in any Melanesian Pidgin sentence referring to any action by a number of 
people. 'Ol' is 'All' and 'i' is part of the verb - "Ol i kam": "They come" - "Ol i go": "They go". 

So the white hero of Take Necessary Action believed PNG would be a wonderful place if only 
there were no Papua New Guineans in it! 

There are close to seven million of them now and it seems that there is no great enthusiasm 
amongst many in the population for Sir Michael Somare to resume office as the legitimate Prime 
Minister. 

Colonel Sasa could not arouse the support of any more than a handful of soldiers to reinstate 
Somare and his attempted takeover of the army lasted about half a day. 

He did claim to be trying to uphold the law and obey the Supreme Court ruling that last year's 
vote in the Parliament which installed Peter O'Neill as Prime Minister was not done in a 
constitutionally proper way. 

But that ruling is not so clear cut. Two of the five Supreme Court Judges who heard the case did 
not come down on the side of Sir Michael. Peter O'Neill has the support of a majority of the 
Members of Parliament and that has been demonstrated again and again since last August. 

Perhaps the most worrying aspect of all this is that public respect for the courts and their rulings 
is probably being undermined. 

The independence of the courts and public acceptance of their impartiality has been for a long 
time now regarded as one of the Papua New Guinea's great strengths. 

Back in 1979, just four years after PNG's Independence, the Full Bench of the Supreme Court 
jailed the then Justice Minister, Nahau Rooney, for eight months for contempt of court after she 
had written to the Chief Justice berating him over an earlier ruling. 

Somare, Prime Minister then too, made himself Acting Justice Minister and set Ms Rooney free 
after just one day pending an appeal to the non-judicial Mercy Committee. Five judges including 



 

 

the Chief Justice and the Deputy Chief Justice resigned. More than one thousand prisoners then 
broke out of jail from prisons all around PNG arguing that if it was good enough for the Justice 
Minister to go free it was good enough for them. 

The PNG courts have been called upon to make rulings about parliamentary procedure before. 

Prime Ministers in PNG get a certain period of freedom from Votes of No Confidence after being 
elected. Originally it was six months but later that was extended to 18 months. 

Paias Wingti tried to gain an extra 18 months during one political crisis in PNG by resigning in 
secret to the Governor General, springing that news on a startled Parliament the next morning 
and then getting himself re-elected PM while his main challenger at the time, the then Deputy 
Prime Minister, Sir Julius Chan, was overseas and the Opposition was confused. 

The Supreme Court ruled Mr Wingti's snap resignation and re-election was not in accord with the 
spirit of law, that MPs should be able to make a considered judgement. The court annulled the 
vote. Mr Wingti knew he could not win a considered vote and resigned. 

What makes the current situation so complicated is that Mr O'Neill, at this stage anyway, still 
enjoys majority support in the Parliament. 

One of the more astonishing statements to come from the Somare camp in recent days has been 
made by Somare's Police Minister, Timothy Bonga. 

In the wake of the failure of Colonel Sasa's mutiny, Mr Bonga called on the disciplined forces to 
back the Somare side. 

"We are becoming a police state," Mr Bonga claimed, "where absolute power is now vested in the 
Parliament ... We cannot continue to call ourselves a democracy if this trend continues." 

That, I think, sums up the current confusion in Papua New Guinea. 

Elections will be held. They are due mid-year but could come earlier. And Australia does not have 
to fear an imminent catastrophe unfolding in its former colony and nearest neighbour. 

 

Sean Dorney was the ABC's Correspondent in Papua New Guinea from 1979-1984 and from 
1987-1998, and is currently Australia Network's Pacific Correspondent 
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Somare group ready to talk 

By PORENI UMAU 

 

THE Somare faction has indicated that it is ready for a round table talk with the OôNeill regime 
regarding the ongoing political wrangling since December 12, 2011.  

This was revealed by Nuku MP Andrew Kumbakor at a press conference yesterday. 

But, Mr Kumbakor said that they will not compromise on the subject of constitution. 

He said that the Somare side is prepared to go to negotiations but a proposition remains and that 
is to allow them to comply as per the Supreme Court Order on December 12, last year. 

Mr Kumbakorôs call comes after the PNG Council of Churches called on the two political parties to 
take their grudges to a round table discussion and sort the political mess and lay everything to 
rest. 

Last week the members of the PNGCC, under the chairmanship of Moderator Samson Lowa 
have offered to facilitate a forum for a dialogue between both leaders Grand Chief Sir Michael 
Somare and Parliament elect Prime Minister Peter OôNeill to solve the issues amicably. 

ñWe are ready to arrange the place and the facilitators for this dialogue if both agree,ò the 
PNGCC members said. 

The PNGCC said that it spoke on behalf of the people of PNG raising concerns over the issue of 
the prime minister and the police commissioner, citing both matters have not been solved yet. 

Also former PNG Defence Force Commander Major General Jerry Singirok Retired made the 
same call after the eight hour reign of retrenched Brigadier General Yaura Sasa who moved in 



 

 

with soldiers from the Taurama Barracks and held Defence Commander Francis Agwi and two 
other senior officers under house arrest. 

Maj Gen retired, Singirok called for parliament to convene swiftly and resolve the issue of 
legitimacy of political leadership once and for all. 

He said that the change must be done as soon as practical. 

Wabag MP and former deputy prime minister Sam Abal also raised similar sentiments last week 
after the soldiers under the command of Mr Sasa moved in took control of Murray Barracks. 

Mr Abal said that the churches call for a dialogue to begin where both sides can come together to 
resolve what is a political issue and not allow policemen and soldiers to solve it for them. 

Both men said that there is an urgent need for both Sir Michael and Mr OôNeill to come together 
and resolve the current situation where the military has stepped in. 

Maj Gen Singirok said that the mutiny was a result of the political impasse between the OôNeill 
and Somare camps which has taken its ultimate toll. 

Mr Abal said that he gave up the Deputy Prime Ministers post to allow for such a deal to be 
made. The dialogue must start and not allow situation to go under,ò said Mr Abal. 

ñThe people of this country cannot allow or accept the impasse to continue. We have always had 
a Melanesian way of solving the most difficult conflicts such as Bougainville or internal situations 
and this can be done if both leaders agree to come to the table,ò Mr Abal said. 

ñSituations such as this must quickly be brought under control and I call on our leaders to make a 
move for the nation. 

ñOn one side it is felt that the Constitution is supreme and it has been broken continuously while 
on the other side they feel Parliament is supreme. ñLooking at our system it may be that it is time 
after 36 years to review things. We need to reconcile and device a way through this but both 
sides have to humble ourselves and to come to the table. We must give and take,ò Mr Abal said. 

Mr Singirok added that the situation is totally out of control and has to be resolved politically 
within 24 hours or else we lose the nation as all the signs of a failed state are evident. 

He said that the whole situation would not occur if both parties had exercised restraint and taken 
political ownership of aspects of good governance and used due processes of relevant 
legislation. 
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Contempt case unlikely to resolve PNG leadership crisis 

 

The battle for the prime ministership in PNG has been dragging on since early December. 

 

But now Sir Michael Somare's faction has moved to try to bring it to an end. 

 

They've filed contempt proceedings against the other contender, Peter O'Neill and his Deputy 
Belden Namah. 

 

The O'Neill faction claims their numbers in parliament trump the previous Supreme Court ruling - 
so will another court ruling bring an end to the PNG political crisis? 

 

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts 

Speaker: Dr Ron May, Australian National University  

 

  Listen here !   
 

  

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/pacbeat/stories/m2062348.asx
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COE is a first of its kind 

By FABIAN GATANA 

 

THE recent Council of Elders (COE) Elections have been described as the ófirst of its kindô to be 
used to elect council members and it will be the last. 

Returning Officer Sione Nash said that council representatives for each COE were appointed by 
their village assemblies or clans according to each respective COE constitution which is different 
from the normal electoral process of nominating and voting for a representative. He said that talks 
are underway to standardise the system of electing council representatives. 

Mr Nash said that the only problem encountered with this method was the disorganisation in 
some communities to nominate a representative because of individual power struggle by certain 
candidates. Other than that elections for all 34 COEôs and the two urban councils are complete.  

He said that electoral officials were only there to verify appointed representatives and to provide 
assistance to COEôs whose constitutions require formal voting to take place. 

Mr Sione added that he would like to see that COEôs become more democratic and include 
people from all facets of the community. 

He said that the Council of Elders were an important arm of the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government ñthey are the Government on the ground and their authority should be recognised.ò 

The writs for each respective COE were returned yesterday. 
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More awareness on healthy living important 

By FABIAN HAKALITS 

 

RAISING more awareness on healthy living standards is essential and the way forward for the 
delivery of better health services. 

And the Catholic Health Services of the Bougainville Catholic Diocese in the Autonomous Region 
of Bougainville has a key role to play, in making sure that more awareness will be carried out, in 
the rural villagers.  

This has been one of the plans set in place, by the organisation, to improve health service 
delivery mechanisms. 

Newly appointed Catholic Health Secretary Michaeline Pau, 33 of Kokopo, East New Britain is the 
new appointee to this post; however has said with her effort, she will continue the good works, left 
by former secretary Clarice Harepa. 

Since appointed on October 13 last year, she is confident with her new job and says the 
implementation of these set plans to improve health is a joint effort by stakeholders.  

These plans she said will come under the microscope of the theme, ñPrevention is better than 
cureò and every health centres operated by the Catholic Health Services in the autonomous 
region, will see the theme as their corner stone. 

ñPracticing healthy standards of living will minimise the growing health problems currently faced in 
the country. This includes infant mortality, maternal mortality, death mortality and also many 
referrals.ò the new secretary said. 

She said after supervisory visits will be completed, then reports will be finalised to look at how 
best, the services will be delivered. 



 

 

Highlighting some of the problems including, staff movements, clinical performance and facilities 
management, she said her office will work closely with the health centres, to monitor and control 
the routine of health workers. This will enable a better health care of life. 

She added if health workers practice these routines, it will help them to improve the quality of 
services. 

ñOur aim for this year is to improve moral well being of the staff.ò said Pau. 

She said the Catholic Health Services office will try its best to address problems faced by the 121 
staff working in 13 health centres thought the region. 

These problems she said have affected staff over the last years resulting in weak performances. 

This includes: FUNDING for health infrastructures STAFF housing ADEQUATE medicine supply 
and LOGISTICAL support  

She assured that her office will try to uplift the standard of staff first, before moving further out 
with plans proposed for the community.  
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Buka hospital needs board 

By FABIAN HAKALITS  

 

BOUGAINVILLEôS referral base - Buka General Hospital (BGH) urgently needs a hospital board, 
a hospital staff said. 

The staff, one of the longest serving member of the hospital, requested anonymity and said that 
since 1997, when the hospital commenced its operations, there has been no existing board in 
place. 

ñWe need a board and that is very important. A board that would oversee the operations of the 
hospital, implement and control development plans, and scrutinised the spending level and 
submit management reports to the National Department of Health.ò he said. 

The staff also claimed that BGH has been run only by the hospitals management.  

ñOver the past yearôs, the hospital has been run only by the management. It is best we have a 
board to control and regulate activities within the hospital.ò he said. 

With an existing board, he said, collective decisions shall be made, that would maintain the 
integrity of the hospitals management, and for the smooth operation of the hospital. 

He said at once, they tried to set up a board, however this did not eventuate. 

ñWe tried to form a board but failed because there was lack of strategic approach.ò he said. 

When Post-Courier approached the Office of the Health Ministry of the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government (ABG), they also were aware of the issue and confirmed that Buka hospital also has 
no board.  

ñThere is an urgent need for a governing body for such big key establishment areas like a hospital 
to exist. The board will manage the day to day conduct and affairs of the hospital.ò The ABG 
Health Ministry office said. 

Numerous attempts to contact the National Health Department also failed.  

Meanwhile according to the Public Hospitals Act 1994, under section six ð part two 
Administrations-Division One of Management Boards, ñThere should an established, 
management board for each public hospital.ò 

In relation to the public hospital, the objects of a board are to make the hospital accountable to 
the local community, provide appropriate and acceptable services and encourage the local 
community to participate in planning and in the decision-making process. 

Subject to the National Health Administration Act 1997, a board has functions to:  

- Administer and maintain the public hospital and its facilities for the care and treatment of the 
local people; 

- Engage and assist local authorities in the provision of community health education and public 
health information services; 



 

 

- Provide or assist in the provision of facilities for, or in connection with, education, instruction or 
practical training of its professional staff and other employees; 

- Disseminate information and knowledge in the field of public health for the benefit of the public; 

- Provide facilities for teaching, instruction, research or post-graduate studies in medicine, 
dentistry, obstetrics, paediatrics, surgery, ophthalmology, pathology, psychiatry and oncology. 
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óArrest usô  
 

SIR Michael Somare and his politician son Arthur Somare have offered themselves to be arrested 
ï if police have any criminal evidence against them. 

Both father and son, caught in a seemingly immoveable political tug-of-war with Peter OôNeill over 
which side has legitimate government, made the offer following rumours that both were being 
implicated in the failed military mutiny last week. 

Other MPs in their camp were also being sought by police to 
explain their roles in last Thursdayôs short-lived attempt by a 
retrenched colonel and a group of renegade soldiers to take over 
the command of the PNG Defence Force. 

Sir Michael, who claims his legitimacy from the Dec 12 Supreme 
Court decision, called on the OôNeill-led regime to ñdrop the 
charade and uphold the Constitutionò ï or make arrests if police 
held evidence of a criminal nature against them. 

Arthur Somare fronted up at the police headquarters in 
Konedobu yesterday morning and waited a full hour to see 
Police Commissioner Tom Kulunga to offer himself for 
questioning and possible arrest. 

In response, Prime Minister Peter OôNeill said there was a 
normal police investigation under way to identify collaborators in 
the botched take-over attempt. 

OôNeill claimed his legitimacy to government was from having 
been elected unchallenged by parliament after the Supreme Court decision. 

He enjoys a three-quarter majority support of MPs in parliament and the avowed support of the 
public service heads including the police and defense forces. 

Said OôNeill in a statement: ñThe crime (what happened at Murray Barracks) is serious in nature 
and police will get to the bottom of it. If there is evidence that Sir Michael Somare, or Arthur 
Somare, or Andrew Kumbakor was involved, they will be subjected to the full force of the law. 

ñLet me reiterate here that no one is above the law. The rule of law applies to everyone, 
regardless of your status in society. 

ñIt is utter nonsense for Somare to suggest that myself, or Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah 
is pushing and intimidating police to arrest him. We respect the police and the work they do. 

ñUnlike Somare and his camp, we do not intimidate, interfere with, or lure members of the 
disciplined forces to go outside their line of duty, or break the law.ò 

But Sir Michael said in his statement: ñI am prepared to go to jail for what I know is the right thing 
to do for this country. This reign of terror and hunt for members of parliament by the regime must 
stop immediately. 

ñIf the pressure is still on for the Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary to go ahead with these 
arrests, I call on OôNeill and Namah to do it themselves. Come to my residence and hand me the 
arrest warrant.ò 

Sir Michael wanted to know if the police were taking orders from their commissioner or from 
OôNeill and Namah. 

ñIt would be in the publicôs interest to know if OôNeillôs purported Police Minister John Boito, or his 
deputy Belden Namah is pressuring police to carry out illegal arrests,ôô he said. 



 

 

ñPeople of Papua New Guinea should not be frightened into submission by rogue members of 
parliament who do not know the meaning of democracy or the processes of governance. This 
scare-mongering has gone on for far too long. 

ñI have taken enough insult from an insolent character and first time Member of Parliament - 
Belden Namah. 

ñPapua New Guinea can see the true nature of Belden Namah so I only need to say that for many 
people his behavior is both an embarrassment and frightful.  

ñBelden Namah wants to be the dictator of Papua New Guinea and Peter OôNeill is helping him. 
OôNeill cannot distance himself by remaining silent.ò 
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Chairmanôs statement and our year in review ï 2011  
 

I can confidently say that 2011 has given me more  

reason for optimism about the future of this company  

than any year out of the previous two decades.  

 

There are activities underway in several areas that can  

positively assist Bougainville Copper in making a return to  

profitable mining. Some of these are within our control,  

others less so.  

 

The most beneficial change has been the focus of  

Panguna landowners and other Bougainvilleans on redevelopment  

agenda and the momentum that is  

beginning to build from their initiatives.  

 

I will address these positive developments shortly, after a  

report on items of importance to the company and its  

shareholders that are recurrent, year on year.  

 

Results  

 

For the year ended 31 December 2011, a loss of K3.7  

million has been recorded, compared to a planned loss of  

K7.3 million. Overall, income and costs were generally  

within budget, administration and exchange losses being  



 

 

over budget, offset by a similar amount under budget for  

the Bougainville Copper Agreement renegotiation.  

Interest of K2.2 million earned on Supreme Court held  

bank deposits has been brought to account this year.  

 

Dividend policy  

 

Due to the loss recorded and the need to preserve cash  

for future development the company will not pay a  

dividend.  

 

Investment strategy  

 

Bougainville Copperôs liquid assets continue to be cash  

and Australian equities. The Australian equity market has  

performed disappointingly compared with the previous  

reporting period resulting in lower returns on  

investments. We intend to continue with the current  

investment strategy, for as long as the Investment  

committee deems this to be the best option, or until such  

time as equities need to be sold to fund mine planning  

and development. It is expected that income for 2012  

should improve in terms of percentage returns but the  

size of the investment portfolio continues to be reduced  

as a result of the tax dispute discussed below and  

ongoing project development activities.  

 

The company has sufficient funds to cover its recurrent  

expenditure under the 2012 plan, and also to carry  

through to a pre-feasibility study in the medium term.  

The market has been kept aware of the companyôs  

 

intention to raise development funds as and when the  

need arises.  

 

Tax dispute mediation  

 

As reported in previous years, the company has lodged  

formal objections to a reassessment by the Internal  

Revenue Commission (IRC) of Bougainville Copperôs  

claims for losses due to the suspension of mining  

operations in 1989, and for depreciation of its remaining  

mine assets. The case is ongoing in the National Court of  

Papua New Guinea.  

 

The company paid approximately K13 million to the IRC  

during 2007, which is close to the claimed unpaid  

primary tax. A further K48.8 million was paid to the IRC  

during 2010 under the terms of a court-sanctioned  



 

 

arrangement to place the IRC in possession of funds  

sufficient to pay all outstanding assessments, penalties  

and interest claimed by the IRC. This arrangement also  

ensures that those funds are available for return to  

Bougainville Copper in the event that the companyôs  

challenges to the assessments are ultimately upheld by  

the courts. This money is invested and is bearing interest.  

The principal and interest will be returned to the  

company should it prevail in the substantive tax appeal.  

 

In December 2011, Bougainville Copper and the IRC  

participated in a court initiated mediation, which brought  

the parties much closer to an agreed settlement of the  

disputed amounts, but ultimately failed to bridge the gap.  

 

The companyôs appeal has completed discovery and we  

are waiting on a trial date.  

 

Litigation in the United States  

 

For a decade now, I have been reporting on litigation  

involving a small group of Bougainville plaintiffs in the US  

Federal Court. The matter involves allegations over the  

way the mine was operated and matters that occurred  

on Bougainville after operations were suspended.  

Bougainville Copper is not a party to the litigation but  

the subject matter relates to its activities and the  

litigation has the potential to impede redevelopment.  

The process of allowing a foreign court to decide local  

matters sends a negative message about Papua New  

Guinea (PNG) and Bougainville and it is not helpful in  

attracting investors. Most recently the Appeal Court, in a  

split decision, held that a limited number of the claims  

could proceed. Rio Tinto has asked the Supreme Court to  

hear the case.  

 

Corporate governance  

 

Bougainville Copper has governance reporting  

obligations to the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX)  

and internally to Rio Tinto Limited. A statement on  

Bougainville Copperôs compliance with the ASX  

Corporate Governance Principles and Recommendations  

is contained in this report. In addition Bougainville  

Copper responds to the Rio Tinto Limited Internal Control  

Questionnaire which incorporates Rio Tintoôs  

comprehensive range of policies including safety,  

environment, financial management and many other risk  

management matters.  



 

 

 

Risk management  

 

The full board of Bougainville Copper participates in  

facilitated risk analysis. The aim of these exercises is to  

identify risks and opportunities for the company and  

allocate responsibility for each to a member of the  

management team. The company has also undergone a  

number of audits to ensure compliance with its own  

policies and those of Rio Tinto.  

 

Safety  

 

Rio Tinto has safety as a core value and has in place a  

comprehensive set of safety standards to ensure that it  

provides a safe working environment and that its  

employees and contractors comply with best practice  

safety procedures. Bougainville Copper complies with the  

requirements of the Rio Tinto Safety policy.  

 

Bougainville Copper Agreement  

 

Several new developments have occurred which should  

help facilitate the re-negotiation of the Bougainville  

Copper Agreement (BCA), which is necessary due to  

changed circumstances.  

 

The Bougainville Copper Agreement is an act of the PNG  

National Parliament, and as such can only be modified or  

repealed by the Parliament. However, it is recognised by  

all stakeholders, including Bougainville Copper, that the  

Agreement was ratified in very different times and  

circumstances. In order to move forward, significant  

changes will need to be made to accommodate the  

views, rights and aspirations of all stakeholders including  

the landowners and the people of Bougainville.  

 

There is widespread agreement today that Bougainvilleôs  

economic future needs mining in order to fund services  

for the people from its own resources, as well as address  

 

future questions of increased autonomy. The  

commencement of mining at Panguna cannot take place  

unless all parties ï landowners, the Autonomous  

Bougainville Government (ABG), the National  

Government of PNG and Bougainville Copper ï act in  

close accord, now and into the future.  

 

Funding and sovereign risk assurance for the project will  



 

 

require a united effort. There will need to be a fair and  

stable mining regime that gives investors the confidence  

needed to commit to a project that could cost  

approximately US$3 billion.  

 

I am pleased to note that landowners in the six areas  

most closely affected by the mineôs operations, including  

Panguna, the tailings areas, Arawa, and the road and  

port leases, have all but completed the formation of  

legally-based associations capable of providing genuine  

representation to the process of reviewing the  

Bougainville Copper Agreement. The process of  

incorporation, which involves both legal and customary  

commitments, is most welcome, and should bring us  

closer to the capacity required to review the BCA to the  

benefit of all stakeholders. It is a process conducted by  

the landowners with the support of the Autonomous  

Bougainville Government and President Momis, and  

without the participation of Bougainville Copper.  

 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill has confirmed in the  

Parliament that Bougainville Copper has, by right of the  

BCA, permits to operate at Panguna for a further  

21 years from 2011. There are also encouraging  

indications that funding for Bougainville and the drawing  

down of powers to the ABG, including the power to  

license and regulate mining, will be invigorated under the  

OôNeill government.  

 

Bougainville  

 

There were many positive developments from the  

Autonomous Bougainville Region during 2011.  

The relationship between President John Momis, his  

government, and the Bougainville Copperôs board and  

management remains cordial and engaged, including the  

invitation for company representatives to make further  

visits to the island. President Momis has stated his  

support for the re-opening of the mine. The momentum  

has produced landowner elections and increased focus  

on the re-start agenda is significantly due to the efforts  

of President Momis and his cabinet.  

 

The World Bank initiative aimed at helping Bougainville  

develop its mining sector continues to be productive. It is  

directed towards increasing community benefits from all  

forms of mining, increasing the technical capacity to  

regulate mining activity, and thereby help facilitate the  

transfer of mining powers to Bougainville. This will be an  



 

 

important step because regulatory certainty is needed  

before a decision to mine can be made. Ideally the  

Bougainville mining regime will not be radically different  

to the current system; therefore a smooth transition from  

the old regime to the new should be possible. It should  

be noted the ABG Department of Mining is currently  

recruiting new technical staff.  

 

The combined landowner groupings at Panguna have  

formed and activated the Panguna Management and  

Consultative Committee. One of its first achievements  

was endorsing an invitation to President Momis to visit  

Panguna, followed by an invitation to Bougainville  

Copper senior management to visit. Another positive  

development is the Committeeôs work on an agenda of  

issues to bring to the table when negotiations for future  

operations begin.  

 

Increasing global demand for minerals continues to drive  

the companyôs largest shareholder, Rio Tinto Limited, into  

a new growth phase. Rio Tinto Exploration has applied  

for exploration licences in PNG, the first such applications  

since the mid 1990s. This is a good indicator that Rio  

Tinto plans to be an active participant in PNGôs future  

mineral development. Rio Tinto continues to assist  

Bougainville Copper with world class technical expertise  

and management.  

 

The Australian Government continues to be supportive of  

Bougainville, and has provided senior advisors to  

President Momis and the ABG. The Australia Papua New  

Guinea Business Council is active in maintaining a good  

relationship between Australia and the people of  

Bougainville. I am currently the president of that Business  

Council.  

 

Increasingly, Bougainville has its place on the global map  

of resource development opportunities.  

 

The year ahead  

 

In addition to the rolling plan that currently guides the  

operation of your company, the board has conducted  

two new planning exercises that give as much certainty  

as possible to decision-making on the path to a  

resumption of mining.  

 

As we meet today, considerable work is already  

underway in updating the Order of Magnitude Study  



 

 

which I discussed in 2009. Such a study will evaluate the  

potential of restarting operations and would form the  

basis of a pre-feasibility study. These studies will be  

extensive and undertaken in close partnership with  

Rio Tinto.  

 

Our assets will receive a rigorous and important reevaluation,  

exposing our potential operation to the  

matrix of current prices and costs.  

 

We will keep landowners well informed of the companyôs  

intentions and planned activities. I want to stress that we  

want our host community to be involved at every step of  

the process, and this means providing them with all  

relevant information.  

 

It is possible that further remediation work and other  

base line studies will be carried out on site with the cooperation  

of landowners and the ABG, to make areas  

safe whether mining proceeds or not. President Momis  

has been proactive in assisting the company carry out  

safety work. This work will be undertaken with the  

cooperation of the landowners, who will be informed  

and involved as appropriate.  

 

The next phase of technical work, a pre-feasibility study  

on reopening the mine, will be very expensive so  

certainty is needed that a workable mining regime and  

conditions will be put in place before funding is  

committed. There will be some ongoing studies to  

provide information for the renegotiation of the BCA,  

and some of those studies will also be relevant to mine  

redevelopment. The vision to return to active exploration  

and profitable mining remains due to the active support  

from previously mentioned local stakeholders.  

 

Bougainville Copper continues to support the work of  

the Bougainville Copper Foundation. This is an  

independent, not for profit organisation that has been  

funded by the company since its inception in 1971.  

This year, as in previous years, the Foundation has funded  

scholarships for more than 100 Bougainvillean students.  

It also undertakes special projects on a needs basis with  

the emphasis being on education, peace and good  

governance. The Foundation is proud of its achievements  

and those of its former scholars who are contributing to  

the development of Bougainville. The company is also  

sponsoring the Don Vernon post graduate scholarship to  

Queensland University. The scholarship honours Don  



 

 

Vernon, past chairman of Bougainville Copper and  

founder of the Australia Papua New Guinea Business   

Council. The scholarship should add to the considerable  

weight of knowledge currently possessed within the  

ranks of Papua New Guinea mining professionals, and  

we are proud of the initiative.  

  

We face the coming year with enthusiasm for the tasks  

ahead, and anticipate good progress toward the vision of  

reopening the mine. We have many initiatives in place,  

believe we are ready to go, are engaged with the ABG  

and landowners, and recognise to a large extent, the  

timetable rests in their good hands.  

 

Peter R Taylor  

Chairman & Managing Director.  

28 February 2012  

  

  

  

  

30.03.2012 

Source: Bougainville Copper Limited, Port Moresby 

  

The European Shareholders of Bougainville Copper (ESBC) 
are proud to present these documents below to you:  

  

2011 Annual Report 

 

Invitation and Proxy Form 

for the 2012 Annual General Meeting 

  

  

  

30.03.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

Bougainville's President Momis says total peace not possible 

 

The President of the Autonomous Bougainville Government, John Momis says there's no such 
thing as total peace in any societyMr Momis said this in response to comments by the leader of 
the Mekamui group, Philip Miriori, who said disarmament, referendum and complete 
independence on Bougainville cannot be achieved until there is lasting peace. 

 

But President Momis says Bougainvile's issues and problems are complex. 

 

Presenter: Sajithra Nithi 

 

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Annual_Reports/BCL-AnnualReport2011.pdf
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/BCL_Dokumente/2012_AGM_invitation_ASX_Release_2012.pdf
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/BCL_Dokumente/2012_AGM_invitation_ASX_Release_2012.pdf


 

 

Speaker: John Momis, President of the Autonomous Government of Bougainville 

 

  Listen here !   
  

  

  

  

30.03.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

Bougainville president unaware of shipping suspension 

 

Armed men reportedly burned three Rabaul ships off the coast of Bougainville in March. 

 

Bougainville President John Monis speaks to Sajithra Nithi 

 

  Listen here !   
 

The president of Bougainville says he was unaware his government had suspended the 
operations of a controversial shipping company, Rabaul Shipping. 

More than 200 people died when one of the company's ferries, the Rabaul Queen, sank earlier 
this year. 

In a letter, the Transport Minister advised the company the suspension was effective as of March 
21. 

President John Momis, who has been attending meetings in Port Moresby, told Radio Australia's 
Pacific Beat he did not know about the suspension of the shipping service. 

"I haven't heard it myself, I must confess, it must have been announced today," he said. 

Mr Momis says he is not surprised by the action, as the company has ignored demands to pay 
compensation to the victims' families after the sinking of the Rabaul Queen. 

"I'm not surprised, because the people are not happy with Rabaul Shipping." 

The suspension follows the burning of three ships belonging to Rabual Shipping this month. 

Armed men reportedly set the ships alight off the coast of Bougainville, demanding the company 
pay compensation to the victims' relatives. 

  

  

  

  

30.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Lack of beds at Buka hospital 
By PORENI UMAU 

 

THE Buka General Hospital has reported a continuous problem of overcrowding over the years. 

And the situation is getting worse with the population increase. 

This was revealed by the Director of Medical Services Dr Barnabas Matanu yesterday afternoon. 

Dr Matanu said that the hospital was initially built as a small district hospital with 84 beds. 
However, he said with the increasing number of people seeking medical help at the hospital, this 
health facility had struggled for years accommodate the sick. 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacific/radio/onairhighlights/bougainvilles-president-momis-says-total-peace-not-possible?autoplay=718482
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacific/radio/onairhighlights/president-momis-not-aware-of-raubaul-shipping-suspension?autoplay=718484


 

 

He said that toilet and mess facilities could not cater for the increased number of patients 
admitted and the hospital had also been struggling financially every year to support the increased 
number of patients. 

Dr Matanu said that overcrowding had caused a lot of discomfort for the patients. 

Unlike some urban centres, this is the only hospital in town. Patients also go there because it has 
doctors. 

He said that there were about 14 beds only per ward and on many occasions the wards were 
taking 20 to 30 patients and the extra patients had to be accommodated somewhere, including 
floor. 

He said that the maternity ward was the main one hit with this problem and always runs out of 
beds to accommodate the increasing number of pregnant mothers coming to deliver their babies 
at the hospital. 

Dr Matanu said the story had not changed for years, the overcrowding had become a norm to the 
staff at the hospital but a discomfort to patients and guardians. 

But he said that the hospital had also embarked on health awareness by visiting rural areas, 
including Arawa to conduct treatments and would visit South Bougainville hopefully next week. 

 

 

30.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Release of population figures set 

By GORETHY KENNETH 

 

PAPUA New Guineaôs preliminary population figure will be released next Tuesday. This is the 
2011 National Population and Housing Census provisional figures which will be officially 
announced by Prime Minister Peter OôNeill at the Sir John Guise Stadium in Port Moresby. 

National Statistician, Joseph Aka, said yesterday that all 22 provinces, including the two newly 
created provinces of Jiwaka and Hela will have their provisional figures released.  

The provisional figures will include the countryôs total, provincial, district and local level 
governments. 

The general public is invited to witness the launching which will also feature traditional dances 
from all over PNG.  

The Autonomous Region of Bougainville after 30 years had the full census coverage in the 2011 
National Population and housing Census. The last full coverage was in 1980.  

The National Statistical Office, the governmentôs central statistical agency, has stood firm against 
public criticism to finally release the Census figures. 

The final and detailed census report on the population for the village census unit and other 
demographic and socio-economic indicators will be released next year.  

NSO conformed to international statistical standards and methods in planning and execution of 
census data collection. 

Also the census forms that have arrived from the provinces have gone through three phases of 
checks. 

Aka said the first check was for the census unit reconciliation in the country and that was to 
identify all Census forms that have arrived from the provinces by workload enumeration areas 
against the 2010 Census unit register. 

He said the second phase was for labelling, using bar codes of all the identified workloads of 
enumeration areas. 

The final check, he said, was to enter the census pad cover information of all identified 
enumeration areas from phase one and two.  

The output from these checks is population by broad age groups and sex. 

Mr Aka further said the final check gives the total persons for each enumerated local level 
government, district, province and the country. 



 

 

He said included also will be the number of households that have been enumerated for each local 
level government, district and province. 

  

  

29.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Zealand International 

 

Storm brewing over Solomon Islands 

 

The Meterological Service in Solomon Islands says there is a moderate chance of the current 
storm becoming a tropical cyclone by the weekend. 

Director David Hiriasia says currently there is rain across the whole country and winds are picking 
up. 

He says the depression over the Solomons is combining with another system over Fiji to create a 
trough. 

He says both a flood advisory and a strong marine wind warning have been issued for most of the 
Solomons. 

ñWeôre just basically monitoring the depression and from the information weôre getting now there 
is a moderate chance for the system to develop into a tropical cyclone probably by Saturday.ò 

David Hiriasia says the system is moving south and gale force winds may develop near Vanuatu. 

  

  

29.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Bougainvilleôs future at stake 

 

BOUGAINVILLEôS referendum and independence is now at stake because of the political 
impasse! Important issues pertaining to Bougainville have not been addressed by the two 
Governments and this is already worrying Bougainville leaders. 

The Government has not come up with any Ministerial Statement in the last five years on 
Bougainville and the implications of the failure on this is the continuous postponement of the Joint 
Supervisory Body Meeting which National Government and ABG meet to discuss issues and 
make decisions on Bougainville. 

New Melanesian Alliance ñstalwartò and former deputy prime minister of PNG Sam Akoitai who 
will be contesting his former seat ï Central Bougainville ï is now adamant the MA Party will also 
have Bougainville as one major priority. MA is endorsing former Bougainville Education Secretary 
Tony Tsora for North Bougainville, Timothy Masiu for South and former Speaker of the National 
Parliament Simon Pentanu for the Regional Seat. 

ñAs a leader for Bougainville, I am concerned that the Constitution of PNG, a Constitution that 
accommodates Bougainville. If the Constitution is destroyed by our leaders that Constitution 
doesnôt exist anymore,ò Mr Akoitai said.  

The current sitting MPs do not deserve to be in Parliament because they have been part of the 
team that has threatened to put the Constitution and Bougainville at risk. 

ñThe past and present Government ï in the five years ï there has been no ministerial statement 
on Bougainville ï the last one I can remember was from Sir Peter Barter when he was Minister for 
Bougainville Affairs. And to do it in this Parliament sitting thatôs coming up is too late. The 
implications on this are the Joint Supervisory Body Meeting, which is an avenue to address 
issues that are critical about Bougainville.ò 

Akoitai spoke about the recent JSB and the technical meeting that was cancelled in Kokopo 
because the National Government failed to turn up. He was also particular about the National 
Government not giving much attention to the issue of Bougainville. 

ñThe National Government is not ready! Bougainville is ready. President Momis has been saying 
he has been ready all along,ò Mr Akoitai said.  



 

 

I call on the people of Bougainville to support the four of us because we stand to move 
Bougainville a mile further.ò 

 

 

29.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Semoso denies 13 allegations 

By TODAGIA KELOLA 

 

BOUGAINVILLE Regional MP Fidelis Semoso has denied 13 of the 14 allegations of misconduct 
charges put to him by the Public Prosecutors office. 

Yesterday, his lawyer Charles Mende from Kelly Narru Law Firm submitted that his client denies 
allegations one to twelve and fourteen but agrees partially on charges thirteen. 

The parties return next Tuesday for the substantive hearing to be conducted despite few hiccups 
on the availability of the leaderôs lawyer who is also a lawyer in the two Supreme Court 
References that is to commence next Monday. 

Meanwhile, the Leadership Tribunal hearing against member for Kikori, Mark Maipakai, is 
schedule to begin tomorrow. 

According to the Public Prosecutor Pondros Kaluwin, Maipakaiôs matter is a straight forward 
matter similar to Grand Chief Sir Michael Somareôs case and they will prosecute it in a short 
period of time. 

Mr Maipaikaiôs allegations are all to do with late annual returns and incomplete returns which 
does not require many witnesses to be called. 

For Arthur Somareôs case, the matter will return this morning for mention and the Tribunal will 
hear submissions on whether they will adjourn to allow the leader to seek a review of a Supreme 
Court decision that has thrown out an appeal by him in relation to a Judicial review on a decision 
by the Tribunal to accept the charges signed by a State prosecutor instead of the Public 
Prosecutor. 

 

 

29.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Copra company not affected by burning of vessels  
By PORENI UMAU 

 

COPRA Products Limited (CPL), the biggest copra oil producer in the Niugini Islands region said 
it is not affected in any way with the burning of both Rabaul Shipping vessels Kopra 03 and 04. 

This was revealed by CPLôs Administration Manager Prakash Nair at the Toboi site copra oil mill 
along Malaguna Road in Rabaul, East New Britain. 

He said the demise of both vessels including the MV Solomon will not hurt business for CPL in 
the Niugini Islands region. 

Mr Nair said that this was because they have their own vessels in the shipping division through 
their sister company WR Carpenters that travel to Bougainville to load copra products from 
Kokopau and Buka where 2,000 tonnes of copra per month is produced. 

He said besides the WR Carpenters vessels they also transport copra from the region through 
NGIP Agmark vessels citing that the burning of the Sharp vessels on Madehas Island, off the 
coast of Buka town does not affect their operations, unless there is a social unrest on the island 
province. 

ñWe are not really affected because we have our own shipping vessels and also some of the 
copra is transported by Agmark vessels,ò Mr Nair said. 



 

 

He said that Bougainville is one major supplier of copra and the unfortunate burning of both 
Kopra 03 and Kopra 04 recently still does not affect CPLôs operations. 

But he also said that CPL is still served by other Rabaul Shipping vessels in bringing copra from 
other island areas including Kavieng and Namatanai. 

  

  

  

  

29.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Rabaul Shipping services to Bougainville suspended  
By LESLIE OMARO 

 

RABAUL Shippingôs services to Buka and other ports in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville 
have been suspended indefinitely. 

In a letter to Rabaul Shipping owner Peter Sharp, Transport Minister Francis Awesa advised him 
the suspension was effective as of March 21. 

ñDue to the regrettable seizure and subsequent burning of your ships in the port of Buka, the 
Department of Transport wishes to advise you that your shipping services have been suspended 
until further notice,ò Awesa said. 

ñThe turn of events on March 17ôs burning of your three vessels by ex-combatants is outrageous 
and the department totally condemns this action.ò 

On Feb 2, the mv Rabaul Queen, one of Sharpôs vessels, sank off the coast of Finschhafen, 
Morobe province, with 229 people listed as missing. 

Frustrated rebel elements burned the vessels mv Solomon Queen, Kopra 3 and Kopra 4 after 
Sharp failed to meet demands for compensation for the victims. 

The three ships were impounded at Buka, since the sinking of the mv Rabaul Queen, and were 
towed to a nearby reef and set alight. 

Since then Rabaul Shipping has closed its office in Buka. 

Awesa said the Bougainville government, with the endorsement of the national government, had 
instituted an investigation into the matter. 

ñIn order to prevent the occurrence of a similar incident and to protect lives and property it is vital 
that you refrain from operating to Bougainville. 

ñThe situation is very tense. 

ñAnd your presence in the area may incite further escalation of unlawful activities that could affect 
maritime shipping,ò Awesa said. 

He said the department was aware of the conditions of Rabaul Shippingôs coastal trade licence to 
trade unrestricted in PNG waters. 

ñHowever, in the view of the recent events, all shipping in ABG by Rabaul Shipping is hereby 
suspended,ò Awesa said.  

PNG Ports will be responding to the suspension today after the company was asked, via email, if 
it received a copy of the suspension letter from the transport minister on Rabaul Shipping 
services to Buka Port been suspended. 

Attempts to contact Rabaul Shipping office, Sharp or his lawyer Jaclyn Maribu to comment were 
unsuccessful. 

 

 

29.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Namaliu welcomes huge interest from election candidates  
 



 

 

THE launching of numerous political parties demonstrates the huge interest in supporting the 
foundation of democracy and having a successful national election in June, Sir Rabbie Namaliu 
said. 

He told the launching of the United Resource Party in Kokopo last Saturday that he noted with 
interest the launching of political parties in East New Britain. 

Parties that have launched and endorsed their candidates were Powes Parkopôs Social 
Democratic Movement Party, Don Poyleôs Triumphant Heritage Empowerment party, Dr Allan 
Maratôs Melanesian Liberal Party, plus Paul Tiensten and Andersonôs Agiruôs Peopleôs United 
Assembly 

Sir Rabbie said elections were important as party leaders and candidates announced their 
respective party policies to form the government. 

He said he had worked with party leader William Duma in 2003 to 2007 and the party believed in 
development of the countryôs resources. 

He acknowledged URP for choosing Ronnie Illam, the outgoing director for the Kokopo Open 
campus, to stand for the Kokopo electorate under URP. 

Illam is Namaliuôs first cousin. 

  

  

  

29.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Bougainville school gets new classroom  
 

ST Joseph Bairima Primary School is the proud recipient of a new double classroom.The school 
is the first in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville to benefit from the Digicel PNG Foundationôs 
nationwide rollout of double classroom structures. 

The all-steel kit structure primary double classroom, 40 desks, a water tank, kit showers and VIP 
kit toilets cost K90,000 and was officially launched last Friday. The school was established in the 
1940s and was moved in 1996 and rebuilt by the community at the site it now occupies. The 
school serves the five main villages of Donsiro, Pomaua, Siroai, Arawa and Bairima of North 
Nasioi LLG, a population of about 3,000. Aside from the education departmentôs annual school 
subsidies and a donation of roofing iron from Caritas in 2004, St Joseph Bairimaôs biggest 
contributor has been their own community. 

Digicel Foundation chief executive officer Marina van der Vliessaid: ñWhen communities come 
together to invest in the education of their children, such efforts must be applauded and 
supported. 

ñOur investment in the St Joseph Bairima Primary School is in recognition of this amazing 
communityôs will and commitment to rebuild after the Bougainville crisis.ò 

  

  

28.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Zealand International 

 

Bougainville leader sees promise in historical tourism after Japanese 
ambassadorôs visit 

 

The president of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville says it can exploit 
its unique history to attract tourists. 

This follows a trip to south Bougainville last week by the Japanese Ambassador to Papua New 
Guinea, Hiroharu Iwasaki, to visit the remains of the wreckage of the plane in which Japanôs 
World War Two hero Admiral Yamamoto died. 

President John Momis says Bougainville was one of the main theatres in World War Two. 



 

 

He says historical tourism has real potential rather than the province relying solely on the re-
opening of the Panguna mine. 

ñBut that means the people changing their mindset to accept outsiders and being friendly to them. 
Before the crisis Bougainvilleans were very friendly. It is amazing what the crisis has done to us. 
We have to work hard to try to regain the old spirit and the old positive attitude of friendship and 
mutual commitment to help one another.ò 

  

  

28.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

CALLS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF GOOD LEADERS 

By Tapo Tovilu 

  

The upcoming elections must bare good fruit with visionary and committed leaders to the country 
and the region of Bougainville. 

These were the words of Bob Kebaja who is part of a team of four who are touring provinces in 
the country giving awareness on good governance and better leadership for the country. 

The team from the Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship from the University of Technology in 
Lae are here in Bougainville for the awareness on selecting good leaders in the upcoming 
elections. 

Mr Kebaja told New Dawn FM that they were here on the invitation and sponsorship of 
Bougainville electoral commissioner Raytama Taravaru. 

He says that the country currently is facing an leadership country and the people now have the 
upcoming elections to change the future. 

He says that visionary and God fearing leaders must be elected for the leadership of the nation 
into prosperity. 

The team left for Rabaul this afternoon and their full awareness program can be heard on New 
Dawn FM Bougainville Tedei Program tomorrow. 

  

 

28.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

LIQUOR LICENCES ISSUED 

By Tapo Tovilu 

  

The liquor licencing committee today issued a total of more than 32 licences to liquor shop and 
tavern owners in Bougainville. 

Their meet porously was also for discussing the outcomes of the current unpaid liquor bills of the 
two major liquor distributors in the region. 

Liquor commissioners from both South and Central were also present to issue the licenses. 

A businessman who was present to collect his licence called on the government to look into the 
liquor taxations imposed in the region. 

He says that Bougainville is taxed higher than other provinces in the country with the imposing 
tax for a can of beer being at 75t per can. 

He also added that this has caused the current outstanding taxation bills to the ABG from the two 
major liquor distributors. 

In support a representative of one of the companies under scrutiny says that due to the high tax 
imposed the company is slowly paying in parts. 

He also criticized the liquor commission for not collecting tax from other distributors who bring in 
liquor from Rabaul illegally. 



 

 

He says that taxation is for all and must not be taken only from them because in the end the 
people will suffer the most. 

  

  

28.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

MA supports call for repeal of new Act 

By GORETHY KENNETH 

 

THE Melanesian Alliance is the first Political Party to rally behind the tertiary students calling for 
the repeal of the Judicial Conduct Bill 2012.  

The party, which has Opposition Leader Dame Carol Kidu as its leader, is proud to come into this 
yearôs elections as the alternate Government has come out for the first time speaking on the 
Constitution of Papua New Guinea. 

Further, the party now in support of the students call for the repeal of the Judicial Conduct Bill, 
has given a warning that they would not accept any sitting MPs under their banner ï they want to 
come in with new MPs. 

  

Former Deputy Prime Minister and Central Bougainville MP Sam Akoitai 
(picture) with his team yesterday came out strongly that the party was very 
concerned about the Constitution of this country which was now being 
threatened.  

  

Mr Akoitai, flanked by the partyôs candidates from all over PNG, said in Port 
Moresby yesterday that the founding fathers of the party were architects of 
the Constitution and that they were very concerned that this Constitution was 
now at risk and needed to be restored and the country saved.  

ñThe Constitution exists before the Parliament, there are no two minds about 
that,ò Mr Akoitai said. ñWhen there is a Constitution, the country exists.  

The Constitution is Supreme and above all the three arms of Government. I totally disagree with 
the views that Parliament is supreme ï this is wrong. 

ñSo, based on that under Melanesian Alliance as a party, has now decided to endorse candidates 
in 2012 to protect the Constitution of this country,ò  

Mr Akoitai said. ñIt is sad to see that our Constitution is put at riské we also believe that all new 
Acts and Amendments since August 02, 2011, are not legislations or amendments that serve the 
interest of PNG, these legislations we are going through were only done for two people - Grand 
Chief Sir Michael Somare and the Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia and on the expense of the 
people of PNG paying the bills in court and while sitting in Parliament. 

ñThe time has come to put a stop to all these, Elections must go ahead and leaders voted to 
restore the Constitution and PNG,ò he said. 

Mr Akoitai, who is so adamant at forming the Government in June with coalition partners, told the 
Post-Courier yesterday that MA was coming into elections to restore the Government and 
specifically the Constitution that was now at risk.  

He boasts having endorsed 50 candidates throughout the country and at a silent pace. 

ñBut we want to tell the people of Papua New Guinea that this party does not have the money but 
we have the heart for this country.  

We have the wisdom to lead this country. Money will come later. We just want to make it clear 
from the beginning,ò he said. We will not accept current sitting MPs. Yes, we stand to uphold the 
Constitution and make sure the rule of law is upheld.ò 

Read about the partyôs stand on Bougainville tomorrow. 

  

  

28.03.2012 
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Buka raining 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

BUKA town is now heavy downpour starting last night and due to drainage of the streets most 
buildings would be underwater by today if the rain does not stop. Just outside NEW DAWN FM 
office the road was washed away and water all the street water is currently collecting at our office 
premises. 

The street upgrading made last time for 600thousand kina is gone now due to no drainage on 
Buka town. 

Our ground floor would get all the water this morning if this rain does not stop. 

Lucky power is still on and we are still on air... 

 
Pic of New Dawn FMstaff SAM SAWA getting off a PMV outside the office. 
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Bougainville thanks Japan for 15 bridges  
 

THE people of Panguna and the Mekamui government have expressed gratitude to the Japanese 
Government for building 15 bridges for Bougainville. 

The Japanese last week officially handed over the 15 bridges built under the first phase of the 
Japanese bridge project. 

Panguna Landowners Association interim chairman Michael Pariu and Mekamui Government of 
Unity president, Philip Miriori said they were grateful. 



 

 

Pariu said the people of Panguna felt a special connection with the project because it was 
initiated and directly negotiated by one of their very own most prominent and highly respected 
leaders, the late Joseph Kabui. 

ñThe people of Panguna are very proud because this is a historic achievement by one of our own 
leaders, we can closely associate with this very important project,ò Pariu said. 

ñSuch an achievement we feel should clearly demonstrate what the leadership of Panguna can 
really offer to change the course of history and open a new chapter for Bougainville in terms of its 
post conflict infrastructure development and economic recovery,ò he said. 

Miriori said they hoped the bridge project could be seen as  start of more good things to come to 
the people of Bougainville from the government of Japanese Government. 

 ñAfter completing all other bridges in south and west coast Bougainville under Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 of the project, the people of Panguna would like to call on the Japanese Government to 
seriously consider upgrading and sealing all our main trunk roads throughout the region because 
for far too long we have been tricked and given so much lip service by other more traditional 
donors in the region whose policy is to simply maintain the roads year after year so that we can 
keep going back to them and be heavily dependent on their foreign aid with their so-called 
advisors who eventually end up being the main beneficiaries of such aid. 

ñIt is hoped that the recent meeting that our President Chief John Momis with the Japanese 
ambassador may pave the way for the rehabilitating of the Kokopau-Arawa-Buin highway, which 
should then be named Yamamoto Highway,ò the Panguna leaders said.  
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Momis not happy with Sharp 

By Fabian Gatana 

 

AUTONOMOUS Bougainville President John Momis has given his assurance that the incident 
involving the burning of three of Rabaul Shippingôs vessels in Buka would be fully investigated. 

He said that a small task force involving community leaders from both within and outside of 
Bougainville and the Bougainville Police Service has been appointed to thoroughly investigate the 
matter and report back upon  

which appropriate action will be taken. He said that intelligence reports received by him indicate 
that action against the three vessels were ñspecifically targeted and there is no threat or danger to 
any other shipping lines operating in Bougainville.ò 

He said that as a result of the burning incident commercial shipping into Bougainville  

may be curtailed for a period of time. This, he said will create temporary hardships for 
Bougainvilleans travelling by sea and for the importation of goods and commodities. 

ñWe have therefore immediately sent representatives to discuss the situation with PNG Ports and 
other shipping lines regarding the resumption of regular services as soon as practicable.  

ñI can confirm that the port in Buka has not been closed and is in fact open for regular shipping 
movement,ò he said.  

Meanwhile, President Momis also expressed his disappointment at the attitude of Mr Peter Sharp 
the owner of the Rabaul Shipping Line. ñThroughout this tragedy he has remained mostly silent. 
His attitude, in no small way, has contributed to the unfortunate unfolding of events.  

ñHe has not displayed the characteristics of a good corporate citizen of Bougainville or PNG,ò he 
said. 

He appealed to all Bougainvilleans to remain calm as there was no sense for alarm and assured  

them that it was all business as usual. 

 

 

27.03.2012 
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WAKUNAI WOMEN CELEBRATE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

  

Women from Wakunai district yesterday converged into their District centre to commemorate 
National womenôs day. 

The women representing their Wards and church groups presented items like choirs and dances 
as part of their celebrations. 

They started the program with all participants marching in front of the small crowd that also 
attended the celebration. 

The President of the Wakunai District Womenôs Federation, ZIPORAH HILA told the gathering 
that the women of Wakunai were organized through their newly established organization. 

She said that this was their first gathering since they established their association last year. 

She said that they would be organizing similar gatherings in future. 

  

 

27.03.2012 
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WOMENS DAY CELEBRATIONS FOR WAKUNAI 
By Tapo Tovilu 

  

The women of Wakunai and the surrounding areas celebrated their International Womenôs Day 
celebrations today in Wakunai. 

Keynote speaker Member for North Bougainville representing women Joan Jerome challenged 
women to be productive in their respective levels no matter their situation. 

The member was pleased with the six village councils for the event which she says was the first 
womenôs day celebrations of its kind in the area. 

She also called for the community to rid the Wakunai area of firearms so that life would be normal 
again. 

She appealed that the guns were to fight for freedom and when giving them up not call for money 
from the ABG. 

She also gave a minute silence in commemoration for the women who lost their lives during the 
crisis and also for the women who lost their lives in the MV Rabaul Queen disaster. 
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Wakunai women celebrate 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Wakunai women are today celebrating national women's day today. 

The cebration has started with a march by different groups 

Pictured are women leaders,Theresa Jaintong, member for Central Joane Jerom and with 
Ziporah Hilia the President of Wakunai women's federation. 
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Bougainville transport enhanced with 15 bridges built with Japanese 
help 

 

The president of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville estimates that the 
time it takes to travel between Buka and Arawa has been practically cut in half with 15 new 
bridges now in place. 

Up till now the trip has involved the fording of the rivers. 

The Japanese Government had funded the construction of the bridges and the ambassador, 
Hiroharu Iwasaki, was in the province to open them last week. 

President John Momis says the completion of the bridges is a reflection of the landowners and 
government working together successfully. 

ñThat is something the people really appreciated. It is a success story of collaboration with the 
landowners, because, as you know in Bougainville the land where the bridges is owned by the 
landowners, not by the government, so it is a difficult thing to negotiate. So in this instance the 
landowners agreed to have the land contributed for the public purpose.ò 

John Momis says all that is required now is for the road to be sealed and some causeways to be 
mended. 
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NISIRA THANKS LANDOWNERS 

By Aloysius Laukai 



 

 

 

The ABG Vice President, PATRICK NISIRA last night thanked the people of Bougainville, 
especially landowners in which these bridges have been built for allowing their land for 
development that will benefit the people of Bougainville. 

Speaking at the official welcome dinner for the Japanese ambassador, MR.NISIRA said that he 
would like to commend these particular citizens of Bougainville for setting a shining example for 
all Bougainvilleans to follow. 

He said that they have shown that the people of Bougainville are ready and willing to ensure that 
development progresses unhindered for the benefit of the future of the region. 

MR. VICE PRESIDENT said that the completion of the bridges has taken the peace process to a 
next level. 

He said that the Bougainville Peace Agreement calls for Bougainvilleans to aspire great things 
like goal to build own economy towards fiscal self reliance in preparations for Referendum. 

 

 

26.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

DSIP QUESTIONED 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

The work of the District services improvement program has been called on to be publicized for 
transparency. 

A concerned member of the public has called for the outcomes of the last DSIP meeting held in 
Buin last week Friday to be made known to the public. 

He says that these are public moneys which all people are entitled to know how it is being used. 

From the meeting all submissions for projects in South Bougainville will be paid for by the 
Member for South Bougainville Steven Pirika. 

He also call for the government to help the people especially those living in the villages as they 
were the majority and needed more basic services. 

He called strongly for all decisions made to be made public for the people to know and benefit 
from. 
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PEOPLE CALL FOR PEACE 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

The AutonomousRegion of Bougainville must have peace and unity and must be free of killings 
from the guns still in the communities. 

Steven Marukore a leader from Central Bougainville has condemned the killing of a man at the 
Morgan junction last Wednesday. 

He says with guns still out there in the communities more killings and incidents like this will 
happen. 

He called on the parties involved to respect the rule of law and not to take the law into their own 
hands. 

The killings he says paints a negative picture for the region and such incidents must be stopped. 

He also thanked the police for their efforts in calming the situation after the incident and called for 
their continual support. 
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URP a truly PNG Party - Duma 

 

The United Resources Party (URP) was only registered in 2001 but in the last 11 years, it been a 
major player in Government since 2002, Party Leader William Duma (picture) said. 

  

Mr Duma said that after the 2007 National Election, URP 
became the second biggest coalition partner in the Somare 
Government but it broke ranks, when he as leader was sacked. 

  

Today the Party has the backing of the current Government and 
playing a significant role in resource developments in the 
country, Mr Duma said. 

ñAs the country draws closure to the elections, URP is making its 
move to capture the votes from the people and this time round, it 
wants to pick up a member of Parliament from all the provinces 
in the country. 

The party launched its 2012 election strategy in East New Britain 
Province and at Kokopo electorate, an electorate that produced 

one of PNGôs outstanding prime ministers in Sir Rabbie Namaliu. ñItôs an historic occasion for the 
party to come and launch here. Election is a big thing, political parties and candidates must tell 
the people how they want to run the Government so the people understand and, make 
judgements and cast their votes,ò Sir Rabbie told a packed Ralum Club on Saturday evening. 

Party leader William Duma said URP chose East New Britain and Kokopo because this was 
where a lot of good leaders were produced and it was where he was elected as the party leader 
after the 2007 elections. 

ñURP gave PNG the LNG project. I said no to selling wet gas to Australia and was in the forefront 
of the PNG LNG project. We have our track record on our contributions to the resource 
development in the country,ò Mr Duma said. 

He said by 2014, PNGôs economy would double and it was very important that good leaders were 
voted into Parliament in the coming elections. 

ñWhen we go to elections, we must vote in good, honest, dedicated and tough leaders,ò Mr Duma 
said. 

Mr Duma said URP was truly a PNG party, which has delivered in its short history and wants to 
play a leading role in the next government. 

ñYou are suffering now because of poor leadership in the last 36 years. PNG need good leaders 
to move forward. PNG is in your hands, you vote in good leaders, you harvest the benefits,ò 
another URP man and Minister for Bougainville Affairs Steven Kama said. 

Another URP strongman and Eastern Highlands Governor, Malcolm Kela Smith pointed out that 
between K1 billion to K3 billion was stolen from Waigani every year and the country was doing 
nothing about it. 

ñA big part of this problem is the public service. There are a lot of weaknesses in the public 
service that allows the money to be stolen. We need to reform the public service and make it 
work,ò Mr Kela Smith said. 

On Friday, the party officials visited two villages where they were accepted into the electorate by 
the community.At Nauk village, the leaders said the launch of the party in the community was a 
first for Kokopo and this was the way to go for the majority of the people in PNG lived in the rural 
areas. 

ñYou are right, I think this is the way for URP. We will take the party to the villages where 85 per 
cent of our people live,ò another URP man and minister for Civil Aviation Puri Ruing told the 
villagers who had put on a rousing welcome for his and the URP delegates.  



 

 

URP is endorsing a former academic from the University of PNG, Ronnie Ilam, a cousin of Sir 
Rabbie for the Kokopo Open seat. 
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Download PRESIDENT MEDIA STATEMENT-BURNING OF THE THREE SHIPS 
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Miriori: Lasting peace must come first to Bougainville  
 

DISARMAMENT, referendum and independence on Bougainville are not possible until lasting 
peace is established in the autonomous region, a leader said. 

Lasting peace will not be established until all factions involved ï women, youths, churches, 
chiefs, ex-combatants and the self-styled Mekamui government ï reconciled, president of the 
Mekamui government of unity Philip Miriori said. 

The groups met in Buka last week. 

Disarmament, the second pillar of the Bougainville Peace Agreement, and the reopening of the 
Bougainville copper mine, which is vital to spurring economic recovery and growth in the 
autonomous region, are equally dependent on this process. 

They will all have to wait, it would seem from the Panguna landownersô and Mekamui government 
perspective, for a further five years. 

That is the time-frame given for the completion of the reconciliation and peace building effort. 

Panguna Landowners Association deputy chairman, Michael Pariu told The National: ñWe have 
many factions ï landowners, ex-combatants, youths, churches, Mekamui defence forces, women 
and chiefs. 

ñEach has its own leader, its own concerns, its own hurt from the crisis. 

ñWe want to unite these groups to create peace and unity. 

ñOnly through this process will we pave the way to create lasting peace. This programme has a 
time frame of five years. 

ñEverything else will have to wait until this programme is completed. 

ñOurs is a model that will be extended to other districts of the region. 

ñThe crisis started in Panguna. Now peace must have its beginning in Panguna. We are taking 
ownership of what happened in Panguna. 

ñWe must put our people in the right frame of mind because economic recovery and the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville are dependent on the Panguna mine reopening.ò 

The group is conscious that peace on its own will not be lasting. 

ñPeace on its own will not work,ò Miriori said. 

ñThere are the issues of compensation. There is the issue of referendum and independence. 
There are the development issues of health, education and transport infrastructure. 

ñAll of these will issues not work if the mine does not re-open. And the mine will not reopen unless 
we unite the factions.ò 

This process all requires resources, which is presently unavailable to the Panguna management 
consultative committee, the entity created by the various groups to advance the effort. 

The group is calling on the ABG, donor agencies and PNG government to take a deep interest in 
this process. 

 

 

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/ABG/20120321_president-media-statement-burning-of-the-three-ships.pdf
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PNG Ports threatens to close Buka port  
By FRANK SENGE KOLMA 

 

PNG Ports has threatened to close the port of Buka to all shipping vessels following the burning 
of three ships belonging to Star Shipping. 

Militant elements sympathetic to relatives of Bougainvilleans who perished in the sinking of mv 
Rabaul Queen off the Finschhafen coast, Morobe, on February 2, severed the moorings of the mv 
Solomon Queen, the Kopra 3 and Kopra 4 on the evening of March 16 and set all three on fire. 
The hulled out boats now rest in a mangrove a few kilometres off Buka Island under constant 
armed guard by the militant elements. 

Acting chief executive officer of PNG Ports Corporation, Stanley Alphonse wrote to commissioner 
and chief executive officer, Dr Billy Manoka, on March 20 outlining the potential closure of the 
port of Buka should there be any escalation in tension associated with the burning of the ships. 

ñAn important consideration for the continued operation of our ports are the safety and security of 
not only our own staff but all our stakeholders who do business within the port and particularly 
consideration in light of the recent turn of events with the burning of the Rabaul Shipping vessels 
have been received with serious concerns over the continued operation of our port of Buka.ò 

 The militant elements and families of disaster victims met on March 20 and resolved to tow out 
the three boats and sell them off to the flourishing scrap metal business in the autonomous region 
and retain the proceeds as partial compensation for lives lost. 

Whether this resolution is viewed as an ñescalation in tensionò by PNG Ports remains to be 
determined. But the same meeting of relatives has given assurances to all other shippers that 
their anger is directed at Star Shipping (Rabaul Shipping and owner Peter Sharp) and that other 
shipping lines can carry on business in ports of Bougainville. 

If the PNG Port threat is carried out it will severely affect the people and economy of Buka and 
the rest of the Autonomous Region of Bougainville as shipping is its life line. Buka is the seat of 
the Autonomous Bougainville Government. 

President of ABG, John Momis has unequivocally condemned the burning of the ships and 
announced the setting up of a task force to bring the militant elements to justice. 

ñOne wrong does not justify another,ò Momis said, voicing his own displeasure at the 
circumstances leading to the ferry disaster. 

ñCommercial shipping may very well be curtailed for a period of time,ò he said. 

This will create some temporary hardships to the travel of Bougainvilleans. 

Buka port is not closed and is open to regular shipping movement. 
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Momis slams Sharpôs comments  
 

BOUGAINVILLE President John Momis has expressed dismay and outrage at the 
ñcontemptuousò response to victims of the mv Rabaul Queen disaster by Rabaul Shipping owner 
Peter Sharp. 

ñThroughout this tragedy, he (Sharp) has remained mostly silent and when issuing any comments 
it would appear as if these were contemptuous of the effect of the incident on the families and 
those involved in the tragedy. 

ñHis attitude, in no small way, has contributed to the unfortunate unfolding of events.ò 

ñHe has not displayed the characteristics of a good corporate citizen of Bougainville or Papua 
New Guinea.ò 



 

 

While careful to separate the burning of Sharpôs three ships in Buka as the work of criminals and 
condemning it unequivocally, Momis said Sharpôs own attitude in the affair could unwittingly have 
spurred the unfortunate turn of events. 

ñThe ABG respects the tradition of the rule of law and respects the rights of private ownership. 

ñThe ABG respects the tradition of the rule of law and respect for the rights of others. 

ñWe do not share in the belief that one wrong action justifies another, no matter how tragic the 
circumstances,ò Momis said. 

Militant elements responsible for the burning of the ships and relatives of those who perished with 
the Rabaul Queen on Feb 2 went further than the president in their meeting of March 20 at 
Kokopau. 

Along with two ABG House of Representative members, the group resolved to ban all Rabaul 
Shipping activities in Bougainville. 

mong others, the resolutions call for: 

* Peter Sharp not to be allowed to operate in Papua New Guinea and Bougainville in future due to 
the situation experienced; 

* veterans and families of those who lost their lives in MV Rabaul Queen to be allowed to pick up 
the remaining copra in the ships storage to be resold to recover cost of those providing security of 
the boats; 

* the three hulled out boats to be towed out and sold as scrap metal and the proceeds be retained 
by families and veterans providing guard; and, 

* No threats to be issued to any other shipping companies and that they are welcome and free to 
operate into Bougainville waters. 
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Japan hands over K95mil bridges to Bougainville people  
By ALOYSIUS LAUKAI 

 

JAPANESE Ambassador Hiroharu Iwasaki has handed over 15 bridges built at a cost of K95 
million to the Autonomous Bougainville Government. 

After handing over the bridges in North Bougainville, Iwasaki travelled to Buin in South 
Bougainville to visit the site where Japanese World War II hero Admiral Isoku Yamamoto died 
after being shot down by American fighter planes. 

Iwasaki arrived in Buka last Monday, handed over the bridges at Rawa River on Tuesday before 
travelling to Buin. 

He said Japan was committed to supporting the ABG and that the handover ceremony did not in 
any way mean the country was cutting off its partnership with Bougainville. 

Bougainville President John Momis thanked the government and people of Japan for the 15 
bridges across rivers between Kokopau in North Bougainville and Arawa in Central Bougainville. 

Momis commended the contractors for completing the job 21 months ahead of schedule. 

The bridges project was planned for completion by Dec 31 next year. 

Momis said the Japanese took a risk in building the bridges at a time when many people looked 
at Bougainville as a very unstable place. 

He said these bridges were aligned with the ABG path towards economic prosperity. 

Admiral Yamamoto was commander-in-chief of the combined Japanese naval fleet when he was 
killed. 
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Vice comments 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

ABG Vice President, Patrick Nisira last week said that the Japanese bridge project was the first 
and biggest impact project ever attempter on Bougainville in the 20 years. 

He was speaking at the welcome dinner hosted by the ABG for the Japanese ambassador at the 
Kuri village resort on Buka island 

The vice President said the bridge project had been achieved in record time and was reflective of 
the commitment and generosity of the government and the people of Japan. 

He said that these bridges would stand as a monumental symbol that binds and will continue to 
strengthen relationship between the people of Bougainville and Japan. 

MR.NISIRA said that the bridge project was completed at a cost of THREE BILLION ONE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY FOUR MILLION JAPANESE YEN which was about NINETY FIVE 
MILLION PNG KINA. 
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Unarmed police mean Bougainville government canôt impose law and 
order - President 

 

The president of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville, John Momis, says 
his government lacks the means to impose law and order. 

Mr Momis has condemned the destruction last weekend of three ships that had been 
commandeered a month earlier in Buka harbour. 

The vessels were taken over by armed ex-militants and the grieving relatives of Bougainvilleans 
who drowned in the Rabaul Queen ferry disaster on February the 2nd off the coast of Morobe. 

Mr Momis says there was little the government could do to get the people to leave the vessels, 
because the police, who do not carry guns, are not adequately enabled to do their work. 

ñSo itôs a difficult situation. The only thing we had was to persuade them by talking sense to them 
and that only works when youôre responding in the right fashion, you know, there has to be a 
mutuality of understanding and a certain level of critical awareness between the parties, but that 
didnôt happen because the ex-combatants didnôt want to listen.ò 
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Bougainville leader says ship owner ignorant in not meeting 
compensation demand 

 

The president of the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville says the owner of 
the three ships destroyed in Buka harbour last weekend behaved ignorantly by refusing to pay 
compensation. 

Peter Sharp also owns the Rabaul Queen which sank off Morobe on February the 2nd with huge 
loss of life, including many from Bougainville. 

Grieving relatives and ex-combatants had commandeered the ships and called on Mr Sharp to 
pay compensation. 

Mr Sharp says those involved were criminals and he attributes the loss of the ships to 
government inaction but the president John Momis says Mr Sharpôs failure to pay compensation 
showed an ignorance of custom. 



 

 

ñWhen somebody dies like that the first thing you do is to pay some money up front to put the 
relatives at peace and to allow the processes to take place, which Peter Sharp failed to do.ò 
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Government policies slow: Bougainville 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

RESOURCE owners in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville are already tired of government 
policies that are taking long to be passed so they have decided to go on with exploration on their 
own land. 

Isina Holdings Limited will be getting their exploration licenses in a weeksô time because they had 
given the Autonomous Bougainville Government two weeks and one week has already passed 
and had one more week to go. 

Nine other resources companies will register with the mining department and all chairmen of 
those companies are paramount chiefs of their respective areas. 

All chairmen have also stated that Panguna is a non issue to them and that they will leave it alone 
because for a long time the BCA agreement had not been reviewed, and at the same time 
policies were taking too long to be passed. 

Resource owners say they will not wait until the cows come home but will proceed with 
exploration and geologists will soon be arriving on Bougainville to carry out pre exploration. 

The government process on mining is too slow, they said. 
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Cell moni popular 

 

DIGICELôs cell moni is now gaining popularity in Bougainville with an agent already on the 
ground, a latest innovation with technology in the region. 

Konea Trading is now the agent on the ground, and services like Cell Moni, Mobile SMK, and 
Phone to phone top up (EVD) are now available as well as the electronic banking system. 

Company management said in Buka that they were now set up in Arawa and would move to Buka 
and eventually down to Buin in South Bougainville. 

Customers simply deposit and cash out, a system useful in places without banks like in Arawa 
and Buin which is helpful for working class people like teachers and health workers. 

These people will be using their mobile phones to get cash and goods through the Cell Moni and 
SMK banking. The days of spending a hundred Kina to come to Buka will now be over because a 
much more needed and useful service is right at their doorsteps. 

As long as they are registered with the mobile SMK they have no problem. 
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Semoso: Women can win without reserved seats  
By FRANK KOLMA 

 



 

 

ONE of the first women to have contested and won an exclusive womenôs seat in a 
representative assembly in the country says the reality is far from the negative debate emerging. 

  

Francisca Semoso (picture), who has the unique experience of having 
contested both a reserved seat and an ordinary open seat, said the 
pressure, the hardships and the joys of the campaign trail were no 
different. 

  

Semoso won the North Bougainville reserved seat in the first 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville election in 2005. After a term, she 
contested in an open seat and lost. 

Bougainville has, grafted onto its 2004 Constitution, three seats reserved 
for women for North, Central and South regions. In 2005 the seats were 
won by Semoso (North), Magdalene Toroansi (Central) and Laura Amba 
(South). 

ñThe argument that women will vote for women is not true,ò Semoso 
said. ñMore men than women voted for me. 

ñThe argument that colleagues will treat women who win reserved seats with less respect is 
wrong. When we went to the elections, we walked, talked, cried and sang like every other 
candidate. It cost us money. We went through the same hard times. 

ñWe campaigned in the same way as all other candidates. When they see that they respect you, 
they know you are as good as them.ò 

Semoso went on to win the deputy speakerôs post in the assembly ï again with the majority 
support from male representatives. 

ñNever in my five years did I get any disrespect because I was a reserved seat contestant. I was 
voted deputy speaker of the House of Representatives of 40. 

ñReserved seats made a big difference. 

ñWomen are honest when it comes to things that we know will destroy peopleôs lives. 

ñHonestly speaking the PNG parliament needs the presence of women MPs. Political parties 
should support women candidates.ò 

She told aspiring women candidates: ñReserved seats or no reserved seats, you can still win an 
election if you 

know your strengths. You can never be a man. You have to go the people as a woman and a 
leader.ò 

 That is what the people are looking for. Let them say all the good things about you, the bad 
things about you. Then they will know you can weather the storm as well as any man.ò 
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WAKUNAI TO CELEBRATE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Women from Wakunai district in Central Bougainville will be celebrating their deferred 
International Womenôs Day celebrations next Tuesday, March 27th 2012. 

This was revealed today by the member for TERRA constituency and Deputy ABG Speaker, 
Robin Wilson. 

MR. WILSON in his invitation note to New Dawn FM said that the celebration will take place at 
the Wakunai District centre. 
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NAME MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The people of Aku in Buin, South Bougainville in which the Japanese Admiral Yamamotoôs plane 
crashed on their land during the second world war decided to change the name of their AKU 
Primary School two years ago to honour the Japanese hero of war. 

This was revealed to the visiting Japanese ambassador, HIROHARU IWASAKI at the school 
grounds yesterday. 

Schoolôs Parents and Citizenôs committee chairman, Thomas Kalopo in his welcome speech told 
that visiting ambassador that the change of the name was to honour the memory of Japanese 
Hero, ISOROKU YAMAMOTO whose plane crashed six kilometres from the school during the 
second world war. 

He said by this the School and its surrounding communities wished to sustain a harmonious 
relationship with the people of Japan. 

The Ambassador and ABG President Chief JOHN MOMIS were put on a platform and carried 
several meters from the school as a sign of respect for chiefs in the Buin custom. 
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MOMIS ACCEPTS GIFTS 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

ABG President, Chief John Momis has thanked the government and people of Japan for the 
biggest gift to the people of Bougainville in the form of the FIFTEEN Bridges across Bougainvilleôs 
rivers between Kokopau in North Bougainville and Arawa in Central Bougainville. 

He made these comments at RAWA river at the official handover of these bridges by the 
Japanese Ambassador to PNG HE HIROHARU IWASAKI on Tuesday this week. 

President commended the contractors for completing the job one year nine months earlier than 
anticipated. 

The Bridge Project was planned for completion by December 31st,2013. 

MR. MOMIS said that the Japanese risked all odds to built these bridges when many see 
Bougainville as a very unstable place. 

He added that their gift of the 15 bridges to the people of Bougainville was aligned with the ABG 
path towards economic prosperity. 
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ABG condemns burning of vessels 

By FABIAN GATANA 

 

AUTONOMOUS Bougainville Government President Chief John Momis has strongly condemned 
the burning of the three Rabaul Shipping vessels by former combatant groups in Buka last 
Saturday. 

President Momis said that the action taken by this group will have serious long term 
repercussions on Bougainvilleôs peace and stability and the economic recovery effort and 
investment opportunities that his government has been promoting. 



 

 

ñBougainville has lost 46 innocent lives in the MV Rabaul Queen disaster and I share the pains of 
those families who have lost their loved ones, but Bougainvilleans should not take advantage of 
this loss to take the law into their own hands. 

ñBougainville Police, the Bougainville Administration and leaders of the ABG had been mediating 
and negotiating with former combatant groups and the owner of Rabaul Shipping, Mr Peter 
Sharp, of a possible payment of óbelkolô monies for the victims of the MV Rabaul Queen disaster 
and there was no need at all for those involved in setting fire to the ships,ò said the President. 

He urged all Bougainvilleans to be patient and wait for the outcome of the inquiry established by 
the National Government into the sinking of the vessel.  

He also added that the use of weapons by former combatants to show their frustration was a 
clear breach of the Bougainville Peace Agreement of which they are parties to. 

He also called on members of the Bougainville House of Representatives, chairmen of 
Bougainville Council of Elders and traditional chiefs to work closely with former combatants to 
uphold the rule of law at all times. 
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Burnt ships to be sold as scrap metal 
 

THE three Rabaul Shipping vessels that were burnt last Saturday in Buka are to be salvaged and 
sold as scrap metal to overseas buyers. 

In a meeting on Tuesday it was decided that what remains of the three vessels, MV Solomon 
Queen, MV Copra 3 and MV Copra 4, will be sold to cover loss of lives from the MV Rabaul 
Queen incident and other costs and security purposes. 

The meeting, which was also attended by member for Torokina. Steven Suako, ex-combatants, 
members of the Veterans Affairs Division, local chiefs and relatives of those who lost loved ones 
in the shipping tragedy, also decided that Peter Sharp and his shipping company Rabaul 
Shipping were no longer welcomed to operate in Bougainville. They also called for Rabaul 
Shipping to be banned from operating in PNG waters. 

It was also decided that veterans and aggrieved relatives will be allowed to gather and re-sell 
remaining copra from the ships storage to cover security costs for those who provided security for 
the three vessels during the time of the compensation demand. 

They also resolved that shipping services operating in PNG and Bougainville should not be 
deterred by this incident as assurance has been given by veterans and aggrieved relatives that 
their commitment in providing quality shipping services to Bougainville is recognized and their 
security is guaranteed. 

The meeting fully elaborated on the prolonged demand for compensation which had led to the 
safety of the vessels being compromised and burnt. 

MV Bougainville Atolls has been assigned to tow the burnt vessels to a safe area where they will 
be dismantled ready to be sold. No other vessels, not even the owner, will be allowed to tow the 
vessels. 

Furthermore, a stern warning has been issued for persons not to tamper with the ships as this 
may lead to an oil spill from the vessels causing environmental damage to the reef and marine 
life.  
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PNG ranks poorly 

By PATRICK TALU  

 



 

 

PAPUA New Guinea has been ranked the worst country for mining projects with political risk out 
of 25 counties, according to Denver-based mining business consultants, Behre Dolbear. 

Behre Dolbear also ranked the United States as the worst nation in terms of mining permitting 
delays, while South Africa mining projects may encounter more corruption and social risk factors. 

Ironically, according a copy of the survey which the Post Courier sighted yesterday, Behre 
Dolbear found that the U.S. tied with PNG for the country with the most numerous permitting 
delays.  

The countries having the fewest permitting delays are Australia, Mexico, and Tanzania. 

In its annual ranking of countries in terms of political risks for mining investment, Behre Dolbear, 
has ranked Australia, Canada, Chile, Brazil and Mexico as the top five nations in which to locate 
mining projects. 

The five lowest-scoring nations were Russia, Bolivia, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Kazakhstan with PNG bringing up the rear as the worst in terms of political risk for mining 
projects. 

The 25 nations considered in this yearôs survey were ranked on seven criteria: economic system, 
political system, degree of social issues affecting mining, delays in receiving permits, degree of 
corruption, stability of the countryôs currency, and the competitiveness of the nationôs tax policy. 

Each criterion was rated on a qualitative scale from 1 (worst) to 10 (best) with a maximum 
attainable score of 70 points. 

For PNG, it was ranked 22 out of 70 for the total points from 2010 through to 2012. 

In this report, Behre Dolbear advised clients to exercise notable caution when considering 
investments in these countries.  

In terms of corruption, Australia and Canada continue to rate at 10, the highest rating in Behre 
Dolbear survey in this criterion.  

The countries with least corruption are Australia, Canada and the United States.  

Those with the greatest incidence of corruption are Kazakhstan, Russia, DRC, South Africa and 
PNG. 

Australia and Canada continue to rate at 10, the highest rating in Behre Dolbear survey in this 
criterion.  

The countries with least corruption are Australia, Canada and the United States.  

Those with the greatest incidence of corruption are Kazakhstan, Russia, DRC, South Africa and 
PNG. 

Also, the countries ranked most effective at managing social issues are Australia, Chile and 
Columbia, while Bolivia, PNG, India and South Africa were ranked the least effective in the 
survey. 

A phone call and an email sent to PNG Chambers of Mines and Petroleum for comments 
particularly on the mining investment risk did not get any feedback. 
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Judiciary Bill puts judges on notice 

 

PARLIAMENT yesterday passed a controversial law that will now give it the ability to suspend 
senior Supreme and National Court judges who are perceived to be biased.  

The Judicial Conduct Bill 2012, introduced by Attorney-General Dr Allan Marat, is designed to 
deal with ethical behaviour of judges by giving Parliament power to deal directly with the judicial 
arm. The bill was passed 63 - 7 with minimal debate. 

But the Somare regime yesterday afternoon announced they will file appropriate proceedings to 
challenge the constitutionality of the Act today.  

Dr Marat introduced the Bill in Parliament amidst strong opposition from the Government back 
bench and specifically from the Somare-Agiru regime who unanimously tried to have the Bill 
stalled. 



 

 

This law would now give the parliament the power to refer a judge to the Governor-General, who 
in turn must appoint a tribunal to investigate the judge, who would be suspended from duty - while 
that happens the judge cannot hear cases. 

Dr Marat when presenting the Bill told Parliament that this law would help judges uphold the 
integrity of the judicial system. He said that the law would ñpromote the integrity of our legal 
system based on the principle that an independent, fair and competent judiciary shall interpret 
and apply the laws that govern us.  

It lays out a set of nine óimpartialityô rules judges must obey, the breaching of which will allow 
Parliament to make a referral to the Governor General.  

But Madang Regional MP Sir Arnold Amet yesterday in a press conference said that they will 
make sure to challenge the validity of this Bill adding that there was absolutely no need for such a 
law because the legal system processes of objections and applications for disqualifications of 
judges and review and appeal procedures have adequately dealt with these kinds of issues over 
centuries in democracies that had adopted these precedents and system. 

ñThe most important substantive provision which must raise alarm bells in all law abiding citizens, 
the legal and judicial fraternity all over the commonwealth of nations, the democratic nations of 
the world who share the same system of governments that respect the independence of the 
judiciary, the rule of law and separation of powers of the three principal arms of government is 
Section 5 (2) which reads: if it appears to Parliament that a judge has failed to disqualify 
himselféor has influenced a proceeding by Parliament by way of a motion may refer the Judge 
concerned to the Head of State to appoint a tribunal to investigate the breach and provide a 
report to Parliament,ò Sir Arnold said.  

ñI can assure the nation and our development partners of the international community that this 
most dangerous challenge to our fragile democracy will not be allowed to go without the most 
vigorous legal challenge.ò 

In Parliament, Opposition Leader Dame Carol Kidu was the first to object to the Bill as she 
described it as a blatant attack on the judiciary, an institution which a lot of Papua New Guineans 
regard as the last fortress of hope in a country crippled by corruption and lawlessness.  

ñThe Bill directly undermines the basis of the separation of powers as enshrined in our 
constitution and puts a higher scrutiny threshold for judges than for parliamentarians,ò she said. 

Nuku Open MP Andrew Kumbakor yesterday expressed outrage over the passage of the bill on 
the conduct of the judiciary today in parliament. 

Mr Kumbakor said, ñWithout knowing the full implication of this bill I feel compelled to recommend 
that parliament should also apply this type of law across the board to all members of parliament 
whose conduct and behavior come into question. 

ñIt is ridiculous that an independent arm of government should be singled out in this instance 
while public servants and members of parliament do not have an act of parliament as such to 
scrutinize their behavior and conduct in public office that forces them to stand down from their 
duties. 

ñUntil the full implications of this bill are understood and proper public debate takes place I will be 
seeking further legal advice and will ensure a stay order on the implementation of the Bill is in 
place until we assess the constitutionality of the billôs passage,ò said Mr Kumbakor. 

While defending the enactment of Act, Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah said yesterday that 
the move was to restore integrity and confidence into the judiciary amidst mounting concern over 
the amount of court orders being issued by judges. 

The bill will take effect retrospective to November 1, 2011, which coincidentally was the time the 
OôNeill Namah Government tried unsuccessfully to remove the Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia.  

All PNG judges are already subject to the PNG Leadership Code ï like other constitutional office 
holders ï but this bill, now enacted, would enable the legislature and the executive to act above 
the Organic Law on the Duties and Responsibilities of Leadership and refer judges when and how 
it sees fit. The billôs introduction comes three weeks after armed policemen, believed to be acting 
on the orders of the OôNeill government, entered the court precinct and arrested and charged Sir 
Salamo for allegedly perverting the course of justice.  

A number of judges suspended their cases in response to the arrest and charging of their 
superior, with the National Court later ruling that the charges were an abuse of process and 
issuing a permanent stay on the proceedings. The seven MPs that voted against the Bill included 
Opposition Leader Dame Carol Kidu, Aitape Lumi MP Patrick Pruaitch, Middle Ramu MP Ben 



 

 

Semri, Enga Governor Peter Ipatas, West Sepik Governor Simon Solo, Southern Highlands 
Governor Anderson Agiru and Tambul -Nebilyer MP Benjamin Poponawa. 
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House passes judicial bill  
By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

THE government yesterday muscled the Judicial Conduct Bill through parliament, 

drawing an outcry of criticism from opposition politicians, church leaders and a non-governmental 
organisation (see page 3 for details). 

The law, introduced on Tuesday and passed three times by a vote of 63-7 yesterday, gave 
parliament the power to refer a judge to the governor-general who, in turn, must appoint a tribunal 
to investigate the judge who would be suspended from duty. 

The government said the law would ñpromote the integrity of our legal system based on the 
principle that an independent, fair and competent judiciary shall interpret and apply the laws that 
govern usò. 

It gave a set of nine ñimpartialityò rules judges must obey, the breaching of which will allow 
parliament to make a referral to the governor-general. 

The speed at which the bill was passed drew a mixed reaction from MPs mindful of the several 
political and judicial tests over the past eight months. 

The only parliamentarians who voted against the bill were Enga Governor Peter Ipatas, Middle 
Ramu MP Ben Sembri, Aitape-Lumi MP Patrick Pruiatch, West Sepik Governor Simon Solo, 
opposition leader Dame Carol Kidu, Southern Highlands Governor Anderson Agiru and Tambul-
Nebliyer MP Benjamin Poponawa. 

Tari-Pori MP James Marape did not to take part in the voting. 

The clerk then had to come back and ask him whether he would vote for or against the bill and he 
said that since majority had voted for the bill he would also vote for it. 

The law is retrospective to last Nov 1. 

During debate, Deputy Prime Minister Belden Namah said the Constitution had not been tested 
and it was about time it was tested to suit present day requirements. 

He said under section 284, parliament had wider powers and could make laws to control and 
safeguard the judiciary. 

He said judges were issuing permanent restraining orders like hot cakes and alleged that many of 
them were collaborating with politicians to obtain restraining orders. 

He claimed there was systematic judicial corruption and by passing the law, the country will have 
a transparent judiciary. 

Hagen MP William Duma said one or two judges were dragging the judiciary down and the law 
was needed to safeguard and promote the integrity of the legal system. 

Dame Carol said: ñWe are taking a wrong way. We are breaking the fabric of the Constitution and 
I am really worried for the future of PNG.ò 

The governmentôs move is being interpreted as a broadside against the nationôs chief justice, Sir 
Salamo Injia, following the leaking of court documents and the quashing of an investigation into 
his financial dealings. 

Dame Carol told journalists she was in little doubt the government would move quickly to oust Sir 
Salamo. 

ñI think that will happen very quickly.ò 

She said it removed vital checks and balances and placed total power in one arm of government. 

ñIf checks and balances are not working, we are in an executive dictatorship,ò she said. 

ñIt is not in the interests of PNG remaining a truly democratic country. 

ñWe will have judges afraid to toe the line.ò 



 

 

 

 

22.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

No plans on rising sea level, says minister  
 

THE government does not have mitigation plans to address the needs or relocate islanders in 
PNG currently affected by the rising sea level. 

Environment and Conservation Minister Thompson Harokaqveh said although there were no 
plans, the issue would be part of the national protective system which aims to preserve the 
environment. 

Harokaqveh was responding to concerns raised in parliament by Hela Transitional Authority 

chairman James Marape yesterday. 

Marape said small islands and atolls such as the Cartarets and Mortlock groups were sinking and 
this was affecting the lives of traditional inhabitants. 

He said a recent documentary had indicated that the islands were sinking and action was needed 
to prepare and plan for the worst. 

Marape said he was moved when he saw how the lives of the island people were being 
threatened by the rising sea level due to climate change. 

There are several voluntary arrangements in place for the people to relocate to Bougainville but 
the government had yet to develop a relocation and resettlement plan for the people. 
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Reopening of Bougainville mine will pay off shareholders  
 

Papua New Guinea must change into a ñland of the expectedò European Shareholders of 
Bougainville Copper Ltd (BCL) president Axel Sturm said yesterday.   

   

BUKA, PNG Papua New Guinea must change into a ñland of the expectedò European 
Shareholders of Bougainville Copper Ltd (BCL) president Axel Sturm said yesterday. And he 
unsurprisingly believes significant government investment into reopening the Panguna mine will 
pay off. While there has been uncertainty over whether the Panguna mine will ever reopen since 
it closed down in 1989 before the subsequent civil war, ESBC is concerned that BCL shares are 
becoming prey to short sellers due to the recent political instability in PNG. ñIt has a new Prime 
Minister (Peter OôNeill) elected by an overwhelming majority in Parliament while an old stubborn 
prime minister [Sir Michael Somare] cannot accept having been ousted,ò Sturm said. 
ñUnfortunately, the new prime ministerôs Deputy (Belden Namah) contributes to this situation by 
making irritating statements from time to time. ñThis fires foreign investorsô confusion.ò PNGôs 
parliament has passed the long-heralded sovereign wealth fund designed to safely manage 
windfall government revenues from the PNG LNG project, especially through offshore 
investments to avoid causing even more local inflation. But Sturm said that Sovereign Wealth 
Fund investment into PNG industries would be a great signal to investors worldwide. In what 
would also lift his own share portfolio, Mr Sturm would like to see the PNG government increase 
its stake in BCL (about 19%) and even buy more shares to give the Autonomous Bougainville 
government its first stake. ñI imagine if PNG/ABG hold up to 25 % or even more in BCL, both 
would be keen to increase their stakeôs value by fast-tracking the reopening [of] the Panguna 
mine,ò Mr Sturm said. ñA strong investment in BCL shares by PNG would be understood by 
investors as PNGôs commitment to a better economic future. ñInvestors are watching out for 
security of their investment ï uncertainty is poison. ñCertainty is strongly needed now,ò he added. 
The Frankfurt Stock Exchange has become the leading stock market for trading BCL shares 
which are also Australian Securities Exchange-listed. A key and longstanding hurdle to reopening 



 

 

the Panguna mine is gathering the support of community landowners. There were around 600 
landowners or landowner representatives of the 1980 compensation agreement for the mine, 
providing plenty of scope for differences of opinion. Panguna was the worldôs fourth-largest 
copper mine in the months before it closed in 1989 and had produced 9 million ounces of gold 
and 3 million tonnes of copper from 1972. Rio Tinto owns around 54% of BCL.  
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Judges being challenged 

 

There are concerns in Papua New Guinea a new law giving parliament new powers to suspend 
senior judges will erode democracy in the country. 

 

The government says the law will strengthen the judiciary, but critics say it's just another attack 
on the country's top judge. 

 

Presenter: PNG correspondent Liam Fox 

 

Speakers: Dr Allan Marat, PNG's Attorney General; John Nongorr, PNG constitutional lawyer, Sir 
Arnold Amet, a former PNG Chief Justice and Attorney General; Julie Bishop, Australia's 
opposition foreign affairs spokeswoman 

  

  Listen here !   
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Ex-combatants blame ABG for lack of leadership  
 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government should also be blamed for the burning down of 
the three ñPeter Sharpò vessels in Buka over the weekend.   

  

BUKA, PNG   The Autonomous Bougainville Government should also be blamed for the burning 
down of the three ñPeter Sharpò vessels in Buka over the weekend. But one of the ex-combatants 
involved (named) said yesterday that they specifically burnt the vessels because of two things ï 
that none of the ABG leaders were listening and attending to their demands and that they were 
also upset with a response from vessel owner Peter Sharp claiming that ñthe sinking of Rabaul 
Queen was not his doing but Godôs doing!ò Concerned ex-combatants who did not take part in the 
burning incident, however, told the Post Courier that they understood there were two options put 
before the ABG to avoid what transpired over the weekend. ñOne option was for the ABG to settle 
the K350, 000 (US$163,000) demands for the ex-combatants and immediately take the vessels 
under police custody é and later negotiate with Peter Sharp on the reimbursement of their 
monies,ò the ex-combatants said. ñThe other option was for the ABG to help negotiate with Sharp 
for the release of two vessels while they could take ownership of one to service Bougainville 
under their leadership, specifically for the people of the region.ò They said Autonomous 
Bougainville Government could have saved the ships if they took advice on these two options 
given them but also pointed out the ignorance in the part of Peter Sharp refusing to talk to the 
ABG. ñI think ABG should have taken the leadership and feel with the people instead of ignoring 
them,ò they said. ñThey should represent the people and seek justice whether Sharp is 
responsible or whoever was. I think people felt neglected. Then I think our colleagues (the ex-
combatants) as usual took it on themselves and filled the vacuum of leadership. The ABG should 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/new-law-to-suspend-png-judges-being-challenged?autoplay=499354


 

 

also acknowledge their availability to support the relatives. ñJust respect for human life and 
property will be gone again. It will be just a time of chaos. If the churches, the civil society, 
womenôs groups, media and Bougainville elites all act now we can avoid it. What we need is an 
aggressive police force to crack down on law and order.ò Meanwhile, ABG last night advised they 
were doing everything they could to address the situation and the issue together with police. They 
said a team of investigators are working around the clock to compile a report with its 
recommendations.  
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Crash site 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Japanese ambassador to PNG HE HIROHARU IWASAKI pose for this AL picture with Deputy 
Director of National Planning at the YAMAMOTO crash site today. 
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Reopening of mine will pay off shareholders 

 

PAPUA New Guinea must change into a ñland of the expectedò European Shareholders of 
Bougainville Copper Ltd (BCL) president Axel Sturm said yesterday.  

And he unsurprisingly believes significant government investment into reopening the Panguna 
mine will pay off.  

While there has been uncertainty over whether the Panguna mine will ever reopen since it closed 
down in 1989 before the subsequent civil war, ESBC is concerned that BCL shares are becoming 
prey to short sellers due to the recent political instability in PNG. 

ñIt has a new Prime Minister (Peter OôNeill) elected by an overwhelming majority in Parliament 
while an old stubborn prime minister [Sir Michael Somare] cannot accept having been ousted,ò 
Sturm said. 

ñUnfortunately, the new prime ministerôs Deputy (Belden Namah) contributes to this situation by 
making irritating statements from time to time.  

ñThis fires foreign investorsô confusion.ò 

PNGôs parliament has passed the long-heralded sovereign wealth fund designed to safely 
manage windfall government revenues from the PNG LNG project, especially through offshore 
investments to avoid causing even more local inflation.  

But Sturm said that Sovereign Wealth Fund investment into PNG industries would be a great 
signal to investors worldwide.  

In what would also lift his own share portfolio, Mr Sturm would like to see the PNG government 
increase its stake in BCL (about 19%) and even buy more shares to give the Autonomous 
Bougainville government its first stake.  

ñI imagine if PNG/ABG hold up to 25 % or even more in BCL, both would be keen to increase 
their stakeôs value by fast-tracking the reopening [of] the Panguna mine,ò Mr Sturm said.  



 

 

ñA strong investment in BCL shares by PNG would be understood by investors as PNGôs 
commitment to a better economic future.  

ñInvestors are watching out for security of their investment ï uncertainty is poison.  

ñCertainty is strongly needed now,ò he added. 

The Frankfurt Stock Exchange has become the leading stock market for trading BCL shares 
which are also Australian Securities Exchange-listed.  

A key and longstanding hurdle to reopening the Panguna mine is gathering the support of 
community landowners.  

There were around 600 landowners or landowner representatives of the 1980 compensation 
agreement for the mine, providing plenty of scope for differences of opinion. 

Panguna was the worldôs fourth-largest copper mine in the months before it closed in 1989 and 
had produced 9 million ounces of gold and 3 million tonnes of copper from 1972. 

Rio Tinto owns around 54% of BCL. 
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Bougainville must strengthen tourism 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Tourism in Bougainville has potential and will grow. 

These were the words of president of the ABG John Momis today as he visited the Yamamoto 
crash site for the first time. 

President Momis says that due to Bougainville's involvment in the second world war the region is 
full of war relicts. 

He says that tourism has a potential to be a economic steppingstone for the region. 

He made a call to all Bougainvilleans to look after World War II war sites and relicts as they would 
benefit from them for tourism. 
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Japan government visits Makis 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

A high power delegation including Japanese ambassador to PNG visited the Yamamoto plane 
crash site in the Makis constituency of Buin. 

The visit was the fist ever Japanese government representatives visit to the crash site. 

The ambassador says that Bougainville plays a major part in the history of Japan because of the 
crash site. 

He added that other Japanese historic sites in Bougainville will be visited and improved and will 
encourage more Japanese tourists. 

The ambasasador stressed that Japan will continue to support Bougainville and strengthen ties 
between the ABG and Japan further more. 
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Owner of destroyed PNG ships blames Bougainville government 

 

The owner of one of the three ships destroyed in Buka on Sunday has blamed the government of 
the autonomous Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville. 

Peter Sharp, whose company also owned the Rabaul Queen, which sank six weeks ago off 
Morobe, says the provincial government is terrified of the armed militants alleged to be behind the 
incident. 

Don Wiseman has more: 

ñSoon after the Rabaul Queen disaster, which included several dozen Bougainvilleans among its 
victims, Mr Sharpôs Solomon Queen and two vessels belonging to Star Shipping, Kopra 03 and 
Kopra 04, were seized. Police said members of grieving families, aided by ex-combatants, had 
taken over the vessels in Buka port. But Mr Sharp says it was only ever ex-combatants involved. 
He says police couldnôt do anything because they have been emasculated by the government, 
which appears to side with the ex-combatants. Mr Sharp says theyôre just criminals whoôd 
demanded compensation, had committed not to destroy the ships and had promised theyôd be 
released last Saturday. The Bougainville government has condemned the destruction of the 
vessels and set up a team to address the issue, but it says the situation is very sensitive and 
tense and will make no other comment.ò 
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Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

needs YOU ! 
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20.03.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

Vocational training - a tool for peace on Bougainville 

 

Vocational training may have a bigger role to play in building the peace on Bougainville than 
originally thought. 

 

A study of young men of the crisis generation, those too young to have been combatants, show 
many find it hard to find a role for themselves. 

These are the young men who missed out on formal education, who as young children witnessed 
violence, and who now even as thney reach the age of 30 are not yet old enough to take their 
place in traditional leadership roles. 

With no money and no way of gaining the respect of their community many have turned to 
marijuana and become the perpetrators of domestic violence and other assaults within in their 
communities. 

Stuart Kent, from the University of Melbourne, interviewed community leaders and 60 young men 
from the crisis generation. 

 

Presenter: Jemima Garrett 

 

Speaker: Stuart Kent, PhD student, Department of Land and Environment, Melbourne University 

  

  Listen here !   
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Bougainville JSB and NEC postponed! 

 

The Joint Supervisory Board (JSB) and the National Executive Council (NEC) meeting, both 
scheduled to be held in Buka and Arawa from March 23rd to March 25th,  have been postponed. 
A new date has not been communicated yet.  
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Japan hands over bridges 

By Aloysius Laukai 

http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/radio-new-dawn-1.html
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/radio-new-dawn-1.html
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/radio-new-dawn-1.html
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/radio-new-dawn-1.html
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/vocational-training-a-tool-for-peace-on-bougainville?autoplay=472942


 

 

 

Japanese Ambassador has commited to continue to support Bougainville with other 
developmental projects on the region. 

He made these comments when officialy handing 15 bridges to the ABG at Rawa today. 

He also said that he would consider other requests made by communities during the ceremony at 
Rawa today 
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Rawa Bridge handover 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The ceremony to handover 15 japanese built bridges has started... 

  



 

 

 
The new Rawa bridge 

  

 
Rawa Tsigul Group 

  

  

  



 

 

  

20.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Japanese envoy visits Bougainville 

By ALEX MUNME 

 

THE JAPANESE Ambassador to Papua New Guinea is currently in the Autonomous Region of 
Bougainville.  

Mr Hiriharu Hashi Iwasaki was accompanied by members of JICA or Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency and PNG National Government Representatives. 

During his first three-day official visit, the ambassador will be the guest of honour at the official 
grand opening of the 15 bridges funded by the Japanese government through JICA. 

The ambassador, on his arrival yesterday, was met at the Buka airport by Autonomous 
Bougainville Government Vice President Patrick Nisira, Chief Administrator Lawrence Dising and 
members of the Autonomous Bougainville Government. Mr Nisira, on behalf of the ABG, officially 
welcomed the ambassador and his delegation and wished him an enjoyable stay. The 
ambassador in response, said Bougainville is in the hearts of all Japanese because it is 
historically special.  

He said Japanese students study their history in all schools and know Bougainville, adding he 
waited a long time to come to Bougainville and finally did today. His official tour will take him to 
pay a courtesy call on the President of Autonomous Region of Bougainville John Momis. He will 
later visit the Japanese war memorial site on Sohano Island. 
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Sharp silent! 
ABG sorry, appoints team to probe burning of vessels. 

By PORENI UMAU 

 

The owner of the ill-fated MV Rabaul Queen continues to maintain his silence, even after one of 
his vessels was torched along with Star Shipping vessels Kopra 03 and Kopra 04. 

Mr Peter Sharp known for his ñsilenceò again refused to comment when contacted yesterday 
regarding the buring of the vessels Kopra 03, Kopra 04 and MV Solomon Queen last night. 

He said he would not give any comments. 

He said he would remain silent over the matter. In an interesting turn of events, police last night 
advised that an investigation into the burning of the three Star Shipping vessels, Kopra 03, Kopra 
04 and MV Solomon Queen has been set up. 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) has appointed a team of leaders, police and 
council of chiefs and ex-combatants to seriously address the óPeter Sharp Vesselô issue. Police, 
however, said the situation is very sensitive and tense, therefore no further details could be 
released on the matter. 

But ABG officials last night said that the situation was very unfortunate and that they were doing 
everything to address the demise of the three vessels. 

A team of investigators and negotiators is been put together to look into the unfotunate incident 
which are now skeletal structures near Madehas Island, off the coast of Buka town. The three 
vessels were impounded at the Buka wharf by aggrieved ex combatants after the sinking of the 
MV Rabaul Queen on February 02, 2012, between the seas of West New Britain and Morobe. 

The shipping incident has claimed more than 300 lives mostly traveling students.Some of those 
lost in this disaster were passengers from Bougainville which angered the ex combatants.  
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ONSA ON SHIPS 

By Aloysius Laukai 

  

Bougainvilleôs image as one of the peaceful places on earth has been tarnished by the burning of 
Starships ships at the weekend according to Buka businessman, Henry Onsa. 

  

MR. HENRY ONSA (picture) told New Dawn FM 
today that he was not happy with the people who 
burnt the ships at the weekend. 

  

He said that the burning of the ships would now have 
negative impact on the supply of goods to the region 
as the two ships were the main carriers of Fuel and 
Gas to the region as well as other store goods. 

MR. ONSA said that he was not happy in the way the 
negotiations for the release of these ships were made 
resulting in the burning of these ships. 

He also blamed the ABG and the administration for 
not assisting in the negotiations that could have 

avoided what has happened. 
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HANDOVER BRIDGES 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The government of Japan will tomorrow handover the 15 bridges between Kokopau and Arawa 
built under Japanese bridges progam worth more than NINETY MILLION KINA. 

Japanese Ambassador to Png HE Hiroharu Iwasaki arrived this morning to represent his 
government and hand-in the bridges. 

He will then continue to Buin to see the Admiral Yamamoto crash site, with president John 
Momis. 

Ambassador and his delegation return to Port Moresby this Thursday. 

Pictured are Sorom cultural group who welcomed the delegation in Buka this morning. 
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ABG set for 2012 elections 

Defence Force not need for polls 

By PORENI UMAU 

 

THE Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) will not need any extra outside manpower or 
security assistance for the upcoming 2012 General Elections. 

This was revealed by ABGôs very own top cop, Assistant Commissioner of Police Thomas Eluh, 
over the weekend. 

Commander Eluh (picture) said that already police in the province have prepared 
and are ready for the major operations and will not need extra manpower from 
anywhere outside the province. 

However, he said that the police will only need a funding support of K350 000 
from the government to carry out security duties during the elections. 

Commander Eluh said that already a proposal has been sent to the ABG 
regarding the funding for the operations and is waiting for a feedback. 

  

He said that already 340 auxiliary and 179 regular policemen have been drilled 
with plans already in place to be dispatched to all strategic locations throughout 
the province during the election period.He expressed confidence in his men 
saying that there was no need for any outside help for manpower or security 

purposes saying that his men have already prepared to carry out their tasks as required of them 
during the 2012 Elections. 

Commander Eluh said that the New Zealand Government will also assist with logistics support 
only during such time.  



 

 

He also emphasised that the PNG Defence Force will not enter the province during the election 
period to provide manpower or security support.  
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Three ships go up in flames off Buka island 

By GORETHY KENNETH 

 

RABAUL shipping has lost more than K20 million worth of three vessels set alight by Bougainville 
ex-combatants early hours of Saturday in Buka. 

The vessels, MV Kopra I, Kopra II and Solomon Queen, were impounded by angry ex-
combatants a month ago after the ill-fated sister ship Rabaul Queen sank off Finscahaffen waters 
in Morobe Province.  

Assistant Commissioner of Police in Bougainville Thomas Eluh who returns to Bougainville today 
said yesterday that he was briefed on the matter and confirmed the three vessels were set alight 
between 1:30 am and 5 am Saturday.  

They are now anchored at Madehas Island off Sohano, Buka Island. 

Eye witnesses in Buka who were at the wharf on at 2 am told the Post-Courier that the Solomon 
Queen was set on fire then the two other vessels and by nine in the morning on Saturday the 
Kopra I and Kopra II were still in flames. 

Those involved refused to comment on the issue as they claimed they were still upset with the 
manner in which the issue was handled ï the fact that the owner and its office in Buka had no 
proper response to demands from those involved. All they sent to the Post-Courier when asked 
for response was ñthe ships are now burning by peaceful meansò. 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government leaders remained tight-lipped on the matter. When 
asked in Rabaul and in Buka over the weekend they leaders said that the matter was unfortunate 
but needed to be handled sensitively.  

But as of last night the ABG advised that a week ago, Regional MP for Bougainville Fidelis 
Semoso, in one of the meetings specifically recommended the ABG and or the three Open MPs 
settle the demand by the ex-combatants, take the vessels into custody and negotiate with the 
owners for reimbursement.  

They also said the problem was also that of the owner-Peter Sharp for not responding in a timely 
manner and quickly to the demands. 

More than 200 Bougainvilleans are still reported missing in the ill-fated Rabaul Queen journey to 
Lae six weeks ago. 
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Rebels set ships on fire  
 

REBEL elements on Buka Island torched three Rabaul Shipping vessels ï mv Solomon Queen, 
Kopra 3 and Kopra 4 ï on Saturday. 

The vessels were towed from the wharf towards Sohano Island through the Buka passage, 
grounded on a reef and set alight. 

No lives were lost, police said, but some bags of copra aboard the vessels went up in flames. 

Armed men in banana boats formed a cordon to make sure no-one tried to board the ships to put 
the fires out. 



 

 

The vessels had been stranded at the wharf since Feb 2 after they were seized by people 
seeking compensation for the victims of the mv Rabaul Queen, also owned by Rabaul Shipping. 

The ship sank in heavy seas off Finschhafen on Feb 2 claiming the lives of more than 200 
passengers while237 were rescued. 

According to eyewitnesses, who asked not to be identified for security reasons, a number of 
armed men were seen arriving from Central and South Bougainville late last Friday night. 

They boarded the ships and early the next morning, the three vessels were seen being towed to 
the outskirts of Buka passage where they were set alight. 

At 10am on Saturday, people on Buka could see the ships burning outside the harbour. 

Bougainville police on Buka said their officers were not equipped to confront the armed men. But 
they were monitoring the situation and trying to resolve the matter peacefully. 

The Bougainville peace agreement bans law enforcers from using weapons. 

Bougainville President John Momis condemned the actions of the men, saying the rule of law 
must be respected. 

Rabaul Shipping, or its owner Peter Sharp, had not issued any statement. 

Thick smoke was still coming from the ships yesterday. 

About 10 banana boats with armed men on board could be seen from the shore guarding the 
burning ships. 

Government officials and police were still trying to figure out what provoked the men to burn the 
ships. 

An ex-combatant who asked not to be identified denied that the Mekamui defence force was 
involved in the burning which he believed could threaten the peace and stability of Bougainville. 

He said the situation in Buka and Kokopau towns was tense as more than 100 armed men were 
moving freely across the Buka passage, selling loot, particularly fuel, from the three ships. 

He said the men involved were mainly renegades operating individually and did not represent ex-
combatants of Bougainville. 

ñThe hijacking of the three ships started out as a means to get Sharp to pay compensation for the 
Bougainville lives lost in the Rabaul Queen tragedy,ôô he said. 

ñBut it turned out differently when opportunists joined the cause, pretending to support our 
genuine interest when really they were serving their own.ò 

After seizing the ships, they had asked for K50,000 to ñprovide securityò. Later, their demand 
increased to K350,000. 

Rabaul Shipping had come back with an offer of K100,000 provided the ships were released first. 

The company closed its office in Buka earlier this month and managed to evacuate the 15 crew 
members on board. 
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JAPANESE AMBASSADOR VISITS BOUGAINVILLE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Japanese Ambassador to PNG, HIROHARU IWASAKI arrived in Buka this morning for the 
opening of the 90million bridges tomorrow at Rawa bridge. 

He was welcomed by the ABG leaders headed by the ABG vice president. PATRICK NISIRA. 

Pictured is the ambassador at Buka airport this morning. 
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MV Solomon Queen on fire at Buka wharf 

 

  

  

Reports from Buka say that the Mv Solomon Queen has 
been set on fire and two other two Rabaul Shipping copra 
vessels have been cut loose and are now drifting out into 
the open sea. 

  

The three vessels had been held under guard by local 
groups since the sinking of the Rabaul Queen on February 
2nd. The groups said the ships would not be released until 
Rabaul Shipping owner Peter Sharp settled for the lives of 
the many Bougainvillians lost in the disaster and the 
recommendations of an official inquiry were published. 

The PNG government is still stalling over the funding for 
the promised Commission of Inquiry. 

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

17.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

STARSHIP SHIPS ON FIRE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

  

3 Starship's ships owned by Peter 
Sharp, Solomon Queen, Kopra 1 and 
Kopra 4 have been set on fire on the 
early hours of this morning. 

  

Fire was lit on the Solomon Queen 
which was tied to the two other ships 
and then were released from mooring 
at the Buka wharf. 

Three ships then drifted with the tide 
towards Sohano island. 

This occured at about 1am and up to 
9am this morning fire had gone to the 
two ships. 

And due to the current change the 
three burning boats could return 
towards Buka town posing a risky 
situation in town. 

It is believed those people who have 
been holding on to the ships burnt the 
over frustrations because Peter Sharp 
did not meet their demands to 
compensate relatives of those who 
perished in the Mv Rabaul Queen 
Disaster in the Morobe waters on 2nd 
February. 

The Autonomous Bougainville Government has since dissassociated itself from involving in this 
problem. Its lawyer Chris Siriosi had earlier said that this was the work of relatives of those who 
died on the Mv Rabaul Queen. 
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MEACHAM HAPPY 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

A world war 2 veteran who fought along American soldiers at Torokina was one of the tourists 
who visited Bougainville today. 

CHARLES H. MEACHAM aged 86 served at Torokina at the age of 18. 



 

 

He told a welcome gathering in Buka this morning that he was happy to see the place he was 
able to defend during the war and that he was happy Bougainvilleans were living in peace 
because of their struggles during the war. 

MR. MEACHAM was accompanied by his wife who is also 86 years of age. 

He said that he was also happy to see that development was slowly moving back into 
Bougainville after the civil uprising that has further crippled the region. 
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45 VISIT 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

45 tourists aboard Australiaôs vessel Oceanic Explorer briefly visited Buka town and surrounding 
tourist sites before continuing with the journey to Rabaul in East New Britain Province. 

The 45 people included two veterans who have served on Bougainville one during the war in 
Torokina and one as a Captain of a ship that used to bring cargoes to Bougainville in the late 
1950ôs. 

The tourists were greeted by traditional groups from Sorom and Pororan island. 

They had the chance to visit the Autonomous Bougainville Government House of 
Representatives and talked to the Speaker and members of the ABG before seen other sites at 
Hahela and Hutjena. 

They also had the chance to buy some souvenirs from the market before boarding their ship just 
after 1pm this afternoon. 
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Team to review PNG, Bougainville powers  
 

TECHNICAL teams from the national government and the Autonomous Region of Bougainville 
government will meet to review the powers and functions between the governments. 

The Bougainville government will focus on the progress of a memorandum of understanding on 
the transfer of fisheries, police, works and community development functions and powers. 

The meeting will look at updating the implementation of MoUs on education, health, agriculture, 
lands, technical services and symbolic powers and functions. 

Team leader and deputy administrator policy for Bougainville Raymond Masono said the meeting 
would elaborate on the implementation of stages 2 and 3 of the strategic framework on the 
transfer of mining functions and powers. 

He said two new submissions ï the notice of intention to transfer the public service function and 
powers from the national government to the ABG and issues related to the framework for 
negotiation of reopening the Panguna mine ï would be submitted. 

Masono said the meeting would be tabling recommendations on steps forward on the review of 
the autonomy arrangement and preparations for referendum on the future political status of 
Bougainville. 

The meeting will discuss the joint ABG/national government reconciliation and weapons disposal 
programme. 

The ABG team had arrived in Kokopo while members of the PNG team were expected to arrive 
today. 
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Panguna keen to align with Parkop  
 

PANGUNA leaders in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville want to form an alliance with 
Powes Parkop and his Social Democratic Party to contest the general election. 

The leaders have invited the SDP to set up an office in Bougainville. They are represented by 
Panguna Landowners Association deputy chairman Michael Pariu, MGU president Philip Miriori 
and women leader Patricia Tapakau representing the women in the mine areas. 

They want to pick a strong candidate from Panguna to contest the 2012 election on a Social 
Democratic Party ticket. 

ñHe is one of the very few national leaders with a good reputation and clean record and who 
supported us during the Bougainville Crisis, especially in the international community while 
campaigning with us on the serious violation of human rights issues against the general 
population of Bougainville. 

ñWe share common values and principles on a wide range of issues in this regard, including the 
stamping out of corruption, which has now become a very hot issue today. 

 ñWe know (National Capital District) Governor Parkop played an important role with other leaders 
like Jerry Singirok and Belden Namah in forcing Sandline mercenaries to leave the shores of 
PNG. 

ñThat is why we can trust him to support our cause in parliament by working closely with our 
candidate for the Central Bougainville seat,ò their statement said. 

ñOne other reason why the people of Panguna want to link up and establish a close working 
relationship with Parkopôs political party is that we can learn a lot from his achievements in 
transforming Port Moresby city into a safer, organised and cleaner city. 

ñWe can certainly learn from his examples to bring about some drastic changes, first and 
foremost to the Panguna district, then to the rest of Central Bougainville and finally Bougainville at 
large. 

ñHe has done wonders for NCD, and our people in Panguna would want to benefit from his 
connections and vast experience.ò 
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Australia and PNG agree to 'move on' 
 

There is concern in Papua New Guinea over a call by Australia's Foreign Minister to consider 
sanctions if the country's elections are postponed. 

  

Less than a week into the job as Foreign Minister, 
Bob Carr (picture) has raised the possibility of 
imposing sanctions on PNG if the mid-year 
elections are delayed.  

 

  

He says Australia would be placed in a position 
where it had no alternative but to organise the 
world to condemn and isolate Papua New Guinea 
if the electoral cycle is broken. 

PNG Foreign Minister Ano Pala spoke to Senator 
Carr after calling in Australia's Acting High Commissioner for an explanation of the comments.  



 

 

Before their conversation, Mr Pala said he requested that if the statement was true, that it be 
withdrawn and a public apology be made.  

But after speaking to his Australian counterpart, Mr Pala said he accepted Senator Carr was 
speaking hypothetically and they had both agreed to move on. 

Speaking later on Thursday, Senator Carr said he was quietly confident PNG would hold 
elections on time.  

"It was clear from my statement that I was identifying a hypothetical situation," he said. 

"I am confident that you won't see PNG do otherwise than adhere to the constitution which 
requires an election every five years." 

Overly dramatic 

Henry Okole from the National Research Institute says Senator Carr's earlier comments are 
overly dramatic. 

"The majority of the people here are against a postponement, so I think there is really no need for 
him to say that," he said.  

Dr Okole says it would have been better for Senator Carr to visit PNG before commenting on the 
elections.  

'Gross overreaction' 

The Australian Opposition says Senator Carr's threat is a "gross overreaction" and could 
jeopardise relations between the two countries. 

Opposition foreign affairs spokeswoman Julie Bishop says the comments will create tension and 
Senator Carr should have met with PNG leaders before grandstanding in the media. 

"It's the sort of megaphone diplomacy that I'd hoped he wouldn't engage in," she told Pacific Beat. 

PNG Prime Minister Peter O'Neill has said the elections will not be delayed but others in his 
government have called for them to be postponed. 
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Arawa accommodation: 

  

SUNRISE GUESTHOUSE ARAWA 

 

The owner and managing director of Sunrise Guesthouse in Arawa told me that he offers the best 
rate for his Guesthouse which is affordable for anyone who comes to visit Arawa or passes by to 
go to Buin, Siwai or even from Solomon and vice versa. 

  



 

 

 

  

One thing that stuck me most is, the kitchen provides and cooks local food like taro, yam, potato, 
banana and vegetables. Many locals who come late in the night from working outside of Arawa, 
when they donôt want to start up a fire and donôt want to eat rice, they go to Sunrise Guesthouse 
kitchen for dinner. It is also very cheap. 

  



 

 

 

  

Mr Nathan Miringtoro told me that before the war he never thought about running the Guesthouse 
but when the peace came about he then changed what he run as a store to a guesthouse 
because he saw the need for accommodation in Arawa when rebuilding Bougainville. 

  



 

 

 

  

He personally doesnôt want mining, he mentioned that the government should make the 
agriculture sector a first priority and put more money towards it, as all works of life will be 
employed, not like in the mining industry. He stated that after the war there were more widows 
and they canôt work at the mine, they work at the subsistence farming. 

  



 

 

 

  

He further commented that tourism is the best as we will save our land and preserve our culture. 
It is the best gold and copper so the government should put more into tourism as well. With 
tourism there will be no bloodshed as in gold and copper. 

He welcomes any visitors to Arawa to come and try out his guesthouse and the local food. On the 
security side, he says, this is not Port Moresby, this is Arawa people are friendly and it is safe for 
anyone. 
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MOMIS RESPONDS 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

ABG President Chief JOHN MOMIS says that the Autonomous Bougainville Government as a 
responsible government must follow proper procedures to draw down mining powers so that 
policies can be made by the ABG Parliament to address issues affecting landowners. 

He was responding to requests by the ISINA resource owners for the ABG to fast track the 
process and give them their exploration license. 

MR. MOMIS said although he was disappointed at the slow progress of the process it was better 
to properly address issues instead of rushing the process and realizing later that this was not the 
best option. 

He promised to set up a committee between the resource owners and officers of the mining 
division to work out a process that can be practicable for all parties. 
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NEW DAWN RECEIVES DONATION 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

New Dawn FM has received a donation from the European Shareholders of Bougainville 
Copper for its work in the region. 

New Dawn FM has been recognized worldwide as a private community based radio station which 
continues to serve the people of Bougainville since its inception in 2007. 

The donation of 400 Euro which is equivalent to K1000 will be used in the running of New Dawn 
FM. 

The donation was made possible through its website where all news and current happenings are 
updated and seen throughout the world. 

New Dawn FM Manager Aloysius Laukai was pleased with the donation and says it is the first for 
New Dawn FM and thanked the European Share Holders of BCL for their contribution. 

New Dawn FM continues to operate because of assistance it gets from the small business 
houses in Buka, donations from the ABG and friends from abroad who believe in the 
dissemination of information from the region. 

Mr. Laukai says this is the first donation since New Dawn FM created its donation page on the 
site last year. 
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RISK ALLOWANCE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Only 950 workers will be paid first under the process of paying Risk Allowance for government 
workers who worked during the Bougainville Crisis. 

The Minister for Finance and Planning, ALBERT PUNGHAU revealed this during question time in 
parliament this afternoon. 

MR. PUNGHAU was responding to calls by the member for TOROKINA STEVEN SUAKO who 
wanted to know when the public servants would be paid. 

The finance Minister said that payment of the 950 personal was not made in December due to 
none payment of tickets and accommodation for the staff from Port Moresby who would 
implement the payment. 

He said that these tickets have been paid for and the first 950 people would be paid as soon as 
the team from Port Moresby arrive in Buka. 

Minister Punghau also said that the public servants also included persons employed un the 
Interim Authorities. 
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Bougainville POLICE READY 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Bougainville Police are fully prepared for the 2012 National Elections in Bougainville in June. 

 



 

 

This was revealed by Buka police today as they start election preparation exercises within the 
region. 

Operations including security during polling and transportation of ballot boxes in and out of polling 
areas were among their operations. 

The Police operations Chief and PBC Inspector Cletus Tsian says that the operations have 
commenced and all police personal are gearing up for June. 

He added that Bougainville police have also confirmed that they have sufficient man power to 
cover the region during the election period. 

Bougainville police have called on the people of Bougainville to be respectful and show the 
Bougainville ways during the elections. 

Bougainville police have assured the people of Bougainville that this yearôs elections will be 
trouble free and will run smoothly. 
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CALLS TO HELP SAVE HISTORIC SIGHT 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Chief of Makis Constituency Steven Taraisi is calling on the ABG and Japanese government to 
help in the survival of the historic Yamomoto crash site in Buin. 

The Japanese Supreme Commanders plane was shot down over Buin and crashed in the now 
Makis constituency in 1945 during the Second World War. 

Mr Taraisi says that local landowners have been engaged in the safe keeping and cleaning of 
both the site and the plane but now want the government to assist them. 

He explained that as it is an historic sight not for Bougainville but for Japan funds should be made 
available for a proper road to be built and the proper care of the plane. 

He has called for both the Japanese and ABG to assist in any way possible for the site and its 
significance in history to remain. 
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Uncertainty is poison: Sturm 

by Blair Price 

Wednesday, 14 March 2012 

 

EUROPEAN Shareholders of Bougainville Copper president Axel Sturm says Papua New Guinea 
must change into a ñland of the expectedò and unsurprisingly, he believes significant government 
investment into reopening the Panguna mine will pay off. 

While there has been uncertainty over whether the Panguna mine will ever reopen since it closed 
down in 1989 before the subsequent civil war, ESBC is concerned that Bougainville Copper 
shares are becoming prey to short sellers due to the recent political instability in PNG. 

ñIt has a new Prime Minister [Peter OôNeill] elected by an overwhelming majority in Parliament 
while an old stubborn prime minister [Sir Michael Somare] cannot accept having been ousted,ò 
Sturm said. 

ñUnfortunately, the new prime ministerôs Deputy [Belden Namah] contributes to this situation by 
making irritating statements from time to time. 

ñThis fires foreign investorsô confusion.ò 



 

 

PNGôs parliament has passed the long-heralded sovereign wealth fund designed to safely 
manage windfall government revenues from the PNG LNG project ï especially through offshore 
investments to avoid causing even more local inflation. 

But Sturm told PNGIndustryNews.net that SWF investment into PNG industries would be a great 
signal to investors worldwide. 

In what would also lift his own share portfolio, Sturm would like to see the PNG government 
increase its stake in Bougainville Copper (about 19%) and even buy more shares to give the 
Autonomous Bougainville government its first stake. 

ñI imagine if PNG/ABG hold up to 25 per cent or even more in Bougainville Copper, both would be 
keen to increase their stakeôs value by fast-tracking the reopening [of] the Panguna mine,ò Sturm 
said. 

ñA strong investment in Bougainville Copper shares by PNG would be understood by investors as 
PNGôs commitment to a better economic future. 

ñInvestors are watching out for security of their investment ï uncertainty is poison. 

ñCertainty is strongly needed now.ò 

The Frankfurt Stock Exchange has become the leading stock market for trading Bougainville 
Copper shares which are also Australian Securities Exchange-listed. 

A key and longstanding hurdle to reopening the Panguna mine is gathering the support of 
community landowners. 

There were around 600 landowners or landowner representatives of the 1980 compensation 
agreement for the mine ï providing plenty of scope for differences of opinion. 

Panguna was the worldôs fourth-largest copper mine in the months before it closed in 1989 and 
had produced 9 million ounces of gold and 3 million tonnes of copper from 1972. 

Rio Tinto owns around 54% of Bougainville Copper. 
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BUKA READY FOR TOURIST BOAT 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Buka town is ready again to welcome a Tourist boat that would arrive in Buka tomorrow morning. 

  

The vessel Oceanic Explorer 
would be visiting Buka for the 
fourth time tomorrow. 

  

The Oceanic Explorer arrived 
on Bougainville this morning 
and was cleared by Customs 
Officials at Torokina this 
morning. 

The 45 passengers mostly 
war veterans and their 
children visited World war 2 
relics and other historical 
sites in Torokina today. 

They will be in Buka for six 
hours before departing for 
Rabaul. 

New Dawn FM understands 
Craftsmen and women would 



 

 

be selling their artifacts to the tourists tomorrow. 

  

  

  

15.03.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia Network 

  

Calls for PNG deputy leader to step down  
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TINPUTZ HIGH SCHOOL : 

TINPUTZ PREPARE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Tired of waiting for Education authorities to make the first move, the people of Tinputz have gone 
their way by contributing their cash and labour towards establishing the Tinputz High School at 
Tearuouki mission grounds. 

In making this known, the chairman of the board of the new school, and Bougainville actor and 
playwriter,ALBERT TORO(TUKANA) told New Dawn Fm that even primary schools in the area 
were contributing One thousand five hundred kina each towards the project 

He said that the people of Tinputz were also cutting timber for the classroom and teachers 
houses. 

Mr.Toro said that they expect to take in the first 120 students on 2013. 

He said that it has taken more than fifteen years for Tinputz to have one high school for the 
district. 

Pictured is Headmaster for the Tinputz Primary School handing his school's contribution of 
K1600.  
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Chan says mining meet an eye-opener  
 

MINING Minister Byron Chan (picture) said the mining resource convention in Toronto last week 
was an ñeye-openerò for him. 

  

Chan said he now had a clearer picture of how the business of mining started 
from the initial stages, where companies and governments made initial contacts 
that resulted in the creation of mining projects. 

  

He said he realised how countries around the world were competing to attract 
mining companies into their countries. 

Meanwhile, members of the PNG mining industry had again reiterated their stand 
on the issue of mineral ownership in Papua New Guinea. 

President and chief executive officer of Vangold Dal Brynelsen said the Boka Kondra bill that 
sought to transfer ownership from state to landowners was ña business riskò, as there would not 
be any guarantee that the tenure of exploration and mining licences would not be secure. 

Executive director of the PNG Chamber of Mines and Petroleum Greg Anderson shared similar 
views, adding that he met with Chan and expressed the industryôs concern about the proposed 
bill. 

Similar concerns were also raised by other mining companies. 

More than 50,000 people participated in the convention including mining companies, industry 
suppliers and financial houses. 
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PNG deputy PM allegations "embarrassing" 

 

Allegations that Papua New Guinea's deputy prime minister sexually harassed a male casino 
employee in Australia are less important than claims he was gambling with 800 thousand 
Australian dollars. 

PNG deputy PM allegations "embarrassing" That's according to Transparency PNG Chairman 
Lawrence Stephens. 

Mr Namah's lawyers have denied the allegations, which first appeared in the Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper. 

Lawrence Stephens says the allegations will deeply embarrass PNG. 

 

Presenter:Bruce Hill 

 

Speaker:Lawrence Stephens, chairman, Transparency PNG 

  

  Listen here !   
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O'Neill says Namah ''unorthodox" 

 

The Papua New Guinea government has had nothing to say about the Namah scandal today 
despite repeated attempts by our Port Moresby correspondents. 

O'Neill says Namah ''unorthodox" But Prime Minister Peter O'Neill told Australia Television's 
Pacific correspondent, Sean Dorney last month that it would take time for the people of PNG to 
warm to Mr Namah, a former Australian trained military officer who has unorthodox methods. 

 

Speaker: Peter O'Neill, PNG Prime Minister 

  

  Listen here !   
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Australia issues election warning to PNG 

 

Australia's new Foreign Minister, Bob Carr, has threatened sanctions against Papua New Guinea 
if elections are delayed. 

Senator Carr told Sky News it was "absolutely vital" PNG stick to the five-year election cycle.  

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/political-opponent-calls-for-suspension-of-namah-and-an-investigation?autoplay=425540
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/oneill-says-namah-unorthodox?autoplay=425540


 

 

"Prime Minister [Peter] O'Neill must commit unequivocally to this election," he said, in reference to 
the planned June elections. 

"Without it, you've got a shocking model of misgovernance that is there planted in the Pacific." 

Senator Carr said Australia would have "no alternative" but to urge the world to introduce 
sanctions if the election timetable was not adhered to. 

"We'd be in a position of having to consider sanctions." 

Yesterday, Senator Carr said he discussed the elections with US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. 

"She was cautiously pleased with ... the suggestion out of [Papua] New Guinea that they will 
adhere to that five-year election cycle," he said. 

"In other words, there will be elections as expected by the middle of the year." 

Senator Carr said Mrs Clinton recognised Australia's leading role in the South Pacific and pointed 
to America's investment in the region. 

PNG Electoral Commissioner Andrew Trawen has indicated the elections will go ahead as 
planned.  
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ISINA LANDOWNERS: 

ISINA WANTS EXPLORATION 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Isina resource owners near the now abandoned Aropa airport, led by former BRA General, SAM 
KAUONA fronted up at the ABG House of representatives in Buka and presented their petition to 
the ABG. 

They also presented gifts to the ABG PRESIDENT and the minister for natural resources,Michael 
Oni. 

ISINA resources owners among other things wanted the ABG to fastrack the drawdown of mining 
powers so that the ABG can make policies to support resource owners who want to go into 
exploration of minerals in their areas. 

They said that whilst the Panguna landowners continue to drag on the reopening of Panguna 
mine,at least those areas not in the BCL LEASE can start making money for the land owners as 
well as their government. 

The Isina resource owners gave 2weeks to the ABG to provide necessary documents so that they 
can get their exloration licence. 

Pictured is Josephine Kauona presenting their exploration licence application documents to 
Minister Michael Oni. 
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Uncertainty is poison: Sturm 
 

by Blair Price 
Wednesday, 14 March 2012 

EUROPEAN Shareholders of Bougainville Copper president Axel 
Sturm says Papua New Guinea must change into a ñland of the 
expectedò and unsurprisingly, he believes significant government 
investment into reopening the Panguna mine will pay off. 

  

 

  

European 
Shareholders of 

Bougainville Copper 

http://www.pngindustrynews.net/storyview.asp?storyid=3201738&sectionsource=s0


 

 

  

While there has been uncertainty over whether the 
Panguna mine will ever reopen since it closed down in 1989 before the 
subsequent civil war, ESBC is concerned that Bougainville Copper 
shares are becoming prey to short sellers due to the recent political 
instability in PNG. 
 
ñIt has a new Prime Minister [Peter OôNeill] elected by an overwhelming 
majority in Parliament while an old stubborn prime minister [Sir Michael 
Somare] cannot accept having been ousted,ò Sturm said. 
 
ñUnfortunately, the new prime ministerôs Deputy [Belden Namah] 
contributes to this situation by making irritating statements from time to 
time.  
 
ñThis fires foreign investorsô confusion.ò 
 
PNGôs parliament has passed the long-heralded sovereign wealth fund 
designed to safely manage windfall government revenues from the PNG 
LNG project ï especially through offshore investments to avoid causing 
even more local inflation.  
 
But Sturm told PNGIndustryNews.net that SWF investment into PNG 
industries would be a great signal to investors worldwide.  
 
In what would also lift his own share portfolio, Sturm would like to see the 
PNG government increase its stake in Bougainville Copper (about 19%) 
and even buy more shares to give the Autonomous Bougainville 
government its first stake.  
 
ñI imagine if PNG/ABG hold up to 25 per cent or even more in 
Bougainville Copper, both would be keen to increase their stakeôs value 
by fast-tracking the reopening [of] the Panguna mine,ò Sturm said.  
 
ñA strong investment in Bougainville Copper shares by PNG would be 
understood by investors as PNGôs commitment to a better economic 
future.  
 
ñInvestors are watching out for security of their investment ï uncertainty 
is poison.  
 
ñCertainty is strongly needed now.ò 
 
The Frankfurt Stock Exchange has become the leading stock market for 
trading Bougainville Copper shares which are also Australian Securities 
Exchange-listed.  
 
A key and longstanding hurdle to reopening the Panguna mine is 
gathering the support of community landowners.  
 
There were around 600 landowners or landowner representatives of the 
1980 compensation agreement for the mine ï providing plenty of scope 
for differences of opinion. 
 
Panguna was the worldôs fourth-largest copper mine in the months before 
it closed in 1989 and had produced 9 million ounces of gold and 3 million 
tonnes of copper from 1972. 
 
Rio Tinto owns around 54% of Bougainville Copper. 

president Axel G. 
Sturm 
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Grieving relatives continue to hold up ships in PNGôs Bougainville 

 

Three ships are still being occupied in the Papua New Guinea province of Bougainville by 
grieving relatives of those who died in the sinking of the Rabaul Queen nearly six weeks ago. 

Inspector Cletus Tsien says most people have gone home, but there are still about 20 people 
stopping the vessels leaving, which belong to the owners of the Rabaul Queen. 

The Buka police commander says the families wanted 300,000 kina from the owners as 
compensation but the company came up with an offer of 100,000. 

Mr Tsien says the occupation is starting to affect some businesses. 

ñThe harbourôs board people threatened to close down the wharf. Also the services that are 
rendered to the business people in Buka like one of the ships is specialised in ferrying fuel from 
Rabaul to Bougainville so the committee is negotiating with these people to maybe let this ship 
go.ò 

Cletus Tsien says Bougainville MP Cosmas Sohia is leading negotiations with the ship 
occupiers.  
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Charge against PNG chief justice suspended 

 

PNG's National Court has permanently stayed a charge against the chief justice, describing the 
police action as an "abuse of process". 

The court urged the police force not to become an instrument of persecution, revenge and 
unnecessary prosecution. 

On Monday Papua New Guinea's Police Commissioner defended the force after criticism from 
the judiciary. 

Police Commissioner Tom Kulunga said officers were just doing their duty when they arrested the 
Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia last week.  

Sir Salamo was marched from his chambers by armed policemen and later charged with 
perverting the course of justice.  

Police alleged he circumvented a National Court order relating to the execution of a late judge's 
will.  

Other judges described the arrest as threatening and disrespectful and said Sir Salamo should 
have been able to present himself to police.  

But Commissioner Tom Kulunga said that would not have worked because Sir Salamo had 
issued a restraining order against their investigation in the past. 

 

  

Liam Fox reports: 
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Model Zero - live in Buka 
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Manetai limestone project set to roll 
By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

THE Manetai limestone project is now set to roll, and will be the first ever project wholly owned by 
the Autonomous Bougainville Government after its inauguration in 2005. 

It will be the first successful project and will be physically seen by naked eyes since other projects 
are still lagging behind. 

The main clan which owns the land where the limestone deposit is located, the Awora clan in the 
Eivo-Torau constituency have reaffirmed and re-committed themselves both individually and 
collectively as clan members of the Emai Commitment signed on November 3, 2011 at Birempa 
camp five, Panguna District. On February 29 at Bove village in Manetai the Awora clan also 
signed a declaration to develop a unified clan system. 

And as principal landowners of the designated Manetai limestone they have further 
acknowledged other respective clans that share the border with them namely: Maran, Bakera 
Kuiro and Baris clans. 

They have further committed themselves as member s of the Awora clan that the project will 
surely get of the ground as soon as all necessary requirements are met to fulfil all the 
satisfactions of all stakeholders involved.  

The limestone project committee has already been put in place. 

The signing of the declaration was attended and witnessed by Eivo-Torau ABG member Melchior 
Dare, Mekamui Unity Government president Philip Miriori, Panguna executive manager Otto 
Noruka and chief Albert Tosia. 

Mr Dare said the projects is the first of its kind after the crisis, and he thanked all those in his 
constituency for co-operating. 

ñThis is going to be a very successful project and we will prove to the governments of the ABG 
and the National Government that we Eivo ð Torau can be leaders in development,ò Mr Dare 
said. ñOthers were leaders in peace and weapons we will be for development.ò He said. 

The landowners have also stated that all dealings will be done and shall be vested within the 
circles of the Awora Resource Owners Association, headed by Simon Akapitus. 

When the project gets off the ground lime will be exported locally for a start to places like Lihir 
Goldmine for example.  

Lihir spends millions importing lime from overseas. 

Meanwhile Panguna District executive manager Otto Noruka said the limestone project is really 
moving ahead and Panguna will need some help from the limestone people. 

ñI really admire the way Awora clan is going about and if Panguna could be like this it will be 
tremendous.ò Mr Noruka said.  
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National Party attracts locals 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

ONE of PNGôs highly reputable political partyôs, The National Party has now stamped its foot on 
Bougainville attracting enormous support from locals. 

The National Party was officially launched at the Wakunai station in Central Bougainville last 
week Friday attracting an enormous crowd. 



 

 

Flying in all the way from Mt Hagen the party head office were David Yak, Party president and 
Reverend Stephen Yara chairman of Peace and Goodwill in the Western Highlands Province, 
who officiated during the launching. 

Speaking to the Post-Courier in Buka Mr Yak said they have already secured four candidates for 
the four seats on Bougainville, North Bougainville open, Central, South and the regional seat. 

ñThe National Party itself has contributed a lot to PNGôs development with reputable no nonsense 
leaders in the likes of the late Sir Iambakey Okuk, Paul Pora and in the current government we 
lost our one and only member the late Joe Mek Teine,ò Mr Yak said. 

He added that they were requested by the people of Bougainville to come to the launching and 
that woman and children have requested that if they get into government they have to look after 
women children and citizens of Bougainville. 

ñIf it is a request from the women and children of Bougainville and they must not be denied their 
rights, as citizens of our lovely nation Papua New Guinea,ò Mr Yak said. 

The National Party with its Motto ñWe serve, You prosperò has already attracted a huge following 
and a lot of Bougainvilleans say the party is here to stay. Mr Yak who is vying for the Regional 
seat in Western Highlands Province has encouraged people, especially Bougainvilleans to 
support the party since strengthening peace is one of the partysô priorities. 

That is the whole reason why he is the chairman of peace and good order committee in the 
Western Highlands.   

 
National Party leader David Yak (second left) with supporters on Bougainville. 
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BUKA CAMPERS 

ABG Parliament petition 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The first sitting of the Autonomous Bougainville House of Representatives is starting this morning 
but since last night resource owners from Central Bougainville came and set 27 tents outside the 
parliament to present a paper on how they see the ABG should work with the resource owners to 
engage in exploration work for minerals in their areas.their presentation would be made during 
lunch today. 

Pictured are the campers tents at the Kubu parliament house. 
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Semoso case put off to next week  
 

THE case before the leadership tribunal alleging misconduct against Bougainville regional MP, 
Fidelis Semoso was further adjourned to early next week 

The tribunal bench, headed by National Court judge, Justice Salatial Lenalia, senior magistrates 
Ignatious Kurie and Nerrie Eliakim, could not preside over the case yesterday and adjourned the 
matter. 

Semoso was slapped with 14 allegations in relation to misappropriation of K2.7 million for the 
South Bougainville feeder road project funds. 

It was alleged that Semoso used the funds without proper tender  process. He was also alleged 
to have misappropriated a K470,000 and another K1 million from the feeder road project. 

He was further alleged of misconduct in office and failure to carryout his obligations under the 
Constitution and the organic law. 

Semoso is defended by lawyer Charles Mende of Kelly Naru Lawyers. 

  

  

13.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Chinese govt gives ABG 160 transistor radios ,laptop  
 



 

 

THE Chinese government has donated much needed equipment to the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government. 

The presentation of 160 transistor radios, nine laptop and six desktop computers took place last 
Friday at the Chinese Embassy in Waigani, Port Moresby, by Ambassador Qiu Bohua. 

ABG minister for Finance Planning and Monitoring Albert Punghau received the items on behalf 
of President John Momis and the ABG. 

Presenting the items, Qiu reiterated the need for Bougainvilleans to work hard to make the region 
conducive for foreign investors. 

He said the people of Bougainville were hard working and he believed they would gradually see 
the benefit of their hard work. 

On behalf of Momis, the ABG and people of Bougainville, Punghau thanked Qiu and the Chinese 
government for the donation. 

He said Bougainville wholeheartedly welcomed the donation. 

Punghau emphasised the appreciation and recognition given to the ABG by the Chinese 
government. 

He said the ABG was working hard to build its capacity and the donation would achieve its 
objectives. 

ABG chief executive officer for commerce, trade and industry Albert Kinani witnessed the 
donation. 
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PNG will be major player in world, says ambassador Qiu  
By JEFFREY ELAPA 

 

PAPUA New Guinea will become a major player in the world economy within 20 years if there is 
good stable leadership in the country, ambassador of the Peopleôs Republic of China said. 

Ambassador Qiu Bohua said with all the rich natural resources and the booming minerals and 
petroleum projects, PNG would become a major economic player in the world. 

But a lot would depend on good stable leadership, he added. 

Qiu said during the Mendi-Kandep highway launching in Mendi last week that PNG needed to 
be  prudent in the management of its resources and  revenues. 

He pointed out that for any country to develop, infrastructure should be a priority. 

The government must invest a lot in proper infrastructure, particularly good roads, before any 
development could take place, he said. 

ñChina invested a lot in good roads before development and that is how it has developed 
significantly.ò 

Qiu thanked the government  for choosing a Chinese company to build the K485 million road 
project. 

He said the PNG government had made a good choice by choosing Covec PNG Ltd, a Chinese 
company, to build the road. 

ñThis is a sign of token of appreciation and relationship . 

ñAnd that will further strengthen the relationship between the two countries,ò he said. 
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BSP to give mess facilities to Hutjena Secondary  
 



 

 

HUTJENA Secondary School in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, will receive new dining 
tables and a new boiler for the studentôs mess from Bank South Pacific. 

The school is one of the oldest on the island and the BSP Buka branch has identified it as part of 
its community project this year. 

BSP Buka branch manager Julie Warren said the project would see the replacement of old and 
depleted dining tables and a new boiler for cooking food. 

ñBy doing so, we help create a clean and conducive environment for students to eat so they can 
concentrate on their studies,ò she said. 

She said her team would work in partnership with students and staff to deliver the project. 

ñThis project is truly a community partnership and we are proud to be lending a helping hand to 
make a difference,ò Warren said.  

School head Matin Takali thanked BSP, saying the project was not just for the school but for the 
local communities because after students got an education, they would return to their 
communities to make a change. 
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BUKA HOSPITAL EMPTY 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

It has been a month since the sinking of the MV RABAUL QUEEN in Morobe waters. 

And because the three STAR SHIP'S Vessels are still grounded in Buka, the Autonomous region 
is now feeling the effects. 

GOODS in stores are slowly running out,fuel is also running low and a life threatening problem is 
that the only referall hospital is low on drugs, no life supporting oxygens at the wards. 

Aloysius Laukai visited the outpatients department at 3 am just to find out that the place is almost 
empty. 

And persons needing help should use local village clinics or seek herbal doctors for help. 

  



 

 

 
Pictured is the outpatients section which is normaly busy with no patient. 
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PHILIPPINE STUDY REAL 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The CEO for Peace and Reconciliation, NICK PENIAI says that the program to send 200 
Bougainvilleans to University in the Philippines is the best for Bougainville. 

He made these remarks this morning whilst explaining the criteria in which students would be 
selected. 

MR. PENIAI said that since the ABG President JOHN MOMIS assigned his division to work on 
this project it has taken him four weeks to carry out awareness in Bougainville. 

MR. PENIAI was addressing over a thousand parents and possible students at the BEL ISI PARK 
in Buka town this morning. 

He said that out of the TWO THOUSAND APPLICATIONS distributed over TWO HUNDRED 
have been filled and returned. 

MR. PENIAI said that the first batch of Bougainville students would leave for the Philippines in 
May this year as classes would start in June. 

He said that the cost of individual students to study in Philippines would be TEN THOUSAND 
FIVE HUNDRED KINA and this should cover Tuition and Lodging fees, Passport fees and weekly 
allowances for the students. 

MR. PENIAI said that the second batch of another 200 students would go to Philippines in 
November. 

A member of the CEBU STUDY from the Philippines, MR.JENSEN GO CHOW was also there to 
answer to queries by parents at todayôs gathering. 
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ARMS DISPOSAL 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The women of Siwai want the issue of Arms to be addressed as soon as possible. 

Their call is included in a petition that they presented to the Acting Executive Manager for Siwai 
last week. 

In their petition the women wanted the ABG to immediately address the issue of arms as it was 
creating fear amongst many of their communities in South Bougainville. 

In response the former member for KOPI, Michael Komoiki who is the chairman of the Siwai 
Veretarns Association, called on the women to present their case in April when the Siwai district 
will have its own ARMS SUMMIT to address these issues. 

The petition would be presented to the President of the ABG, Chief John Momis in Buka this 
week. 
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WOMEN COMPLAIN 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The women of Siwai have called on their local leaders to work with them in making Siwai a safe 
place to live in. 

The President of the Siwai Womenôs Federation, RUTH HAGOPO issued this challenge in Siwai 
last week. 

She was speaking at the International Womenôs Day celebration in Siwai. 

MRS. HAGOPO made these comments after the ABG members invited did not attend their 
celebration. 

She said that women are the first to feel the consequences for menôs actions and that it was 
important for the leaders to address their issues. 
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GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Work is already underway to present a Policy submission to the ABG to support the new move to 
educate Bougainvilleans in the Philippines. 

This was revealed today by the CEO for Peace and Reconciliation, MR. NICK PENIAI. 

He was responding to calls made by a former member for the ABG, THOMAS KERIRI who 
wanted to know if the ABG would be subsidizing the cost of the fees for Bougainvilleans that 
would study in Philippines Universities. 

MR. KERIRI said if the ABG does not assist then this would create only the wealthy sending their 
kids whilst the rest of Bougainvillean parents who would not afford this TEN THOUSAND KINA 
staying back. 



 

 

In response, MR. PENIAI said that this was ABG President, JOHN MOMISôS project and it was 
now up to the administration to quickly response and organize funds to assist. 
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Siwai women celebrate 

  

The women of Siwai district last week united to celebrate the International Womenôs Day at AMIO 
District office in Siwai. 

The women last year set up their District Women Federation to promote their activities and this 
International Womenôs Day was their first gathering since they set up their organization. 

Over FIVE THOUSAND WOMEN came in groups from the COE areas and commemorated the 
day with spiritual and cultural activities. 

The President of the Siwai womenôs federation, RUTH AGOPO in her speech call on the ABG 
and National government leadership to work with the women to move Bougainville forward. 

She said that the women of Bougainville have a big potential in which the leaders can utilize and 
work as equal partners with their men counterparts. 

  

 



 

 

Siwai women marching at Ameu last week 
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COMBATANTS RECONCILE 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Relatives and ex combatants looking after the three star shipping ships today reconciled in a 
ceremony held at the Buka wharf. 

The two fractions including combatants from both North and South and Central Bougainville 
reconciled after an incident last Friday between them which resulted in the exchange of gun fire. 

Chiefs and leaders from both sides commended members from both sides for agreeing to 
reconcile and encouraged them to keep peace amongst themselves. 

Kosmas Sahoto Member for Tsitalato in his speech thanked all parties involved and commended 
them for the commitment. 

He made it clear that the reconciliation was for last Fridayôs incident and for the movement of the 
ship into the passage and was not for the release of the ships. 

He also called for all ex combatants to recognise the peace agreement and to rid guns from both 
Buka town and Kokopau. 

He says that North is where the economy of the region is at and there must be peace and unity 
for development to commence. 

The reconciliation ceremony also saw the exchanged of pigs, the braking of spears and the 
exchange of the chewing of betel nut. 

  

  

12.03.2012 

Source: Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

RELATIVES TO MOVE STAR SHIPPING SHIPS 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

Relatives of the victims of the Rabaul Queen disaster currently holding the three star Shipping 
vessels will be moving the ships into the passage. 

A spokesperson told New Dawn FM today that they will be moving the ships into the passage to 
make way for ships wishing to dock into Buka wharf. 

He says this will also serve as a warning to Peter Sharp that the relatives demand to be met or 
the ships will be sunk. 

The spokesman says that they will not release the ships until all demands are met by Star 
Shipping. 

  

  

12.03.2012 

Source: Mekamui News 

 

SAM KAUONA RECONCILIATION 

by mekamui  

  



 

 

 

   

On the 28th of February I made an arrangement to go to Dantani to film the Damako Genesis 
School or actually I was there last year but the students were out on Holidays so for the film to 
look better the students must be in the class. Therefore, Clytus the head of the school arranged 
the transport to pick me up in Arawa. When we arrived at the school there were a lot more people 
than I expected, the men were sitting in a small building and the women were busy preparing 
food. 



 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

I thought Mmh this is something special but to do what I was there for I took out my camera and 
told Clytus that I wanted to film the students and started filming. After I had taken enough footage 
I saw Josephine Kauona the wife of former BRA Commander and asked her what was 
happening? She told me that she and her husband where making reconciliation or some kind of 
ceremony to the BRAs and the people of that area to say thank you for looking after them during 
the war. 

  



 

 

 

  

It was an emotional one because after the peace was signed Sam and Josi had been far away 
from the BRAs and the people they had been so close to and who were like family members to 
them during the war. Most of the BRAs or bodyguards for Sam were young in those days but now 
they are in their 40s and 50s. 

  



 

 

 

  

The ceremony started with speeches from Sam Kaouna, the chiefs, BRAs and the women than it 
ended up with Kare kara or eating betel nuts and finally sharing of food and pigs. Another life has 
begun, the BRAs and the people were happy that Sam and his wife came up with the idea of 
making this small ceremony and the BRAs and the people will have stories to tell their kids when 
they are getting old. 

  

   

12.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Panguna landowners warn ABG 

 

PANGUNA landowners have warned the Autonomous Bougainville Government and international 
and donor agencies not to use the Panguna Mine issue to make money. 

The interim deputy chairman of Panguna Landowners Association Michael Pariu expressed his 
deepest concern over the way in which ABG and some of the international and donor agencies 
and their consultants are using the Panguna issue to drive the hidden agenda of their respective 
governments on Bougainville, especially in respect to mining and making money out of it. 

Mr Pariu has decided to issue this statement following a one day meeting of the Panguna 
Management Consultative Committee (PMCC) which is the body responsible for overseeing the 
current Panguna Unification Process at Tunuru Catholic Mission recently. 

Mr Pariu said that the Committee held extensive discussions at the way in which some of the 
donor agencies and their consultants are treating the Panguna issue to make their money on the 
sufferings and the blood of the people. 

ñDuring our meeting at Tunuru the members of the committee expressed very strong views and 
sentiments over the kind of attitude which certain foreign interest groups have been going about 
conducting their business.  



 

 

They have been doing this with almost complete disregard for the people who have survived by 
attending to issues through their customary practices,ò he said.  

ñOur people are completely disgusted by this type of colonial attitude from foreigners who simply 
want to make their money on the blood of our people, óô Mr Pariu said. 

ñWe are sick and tired of this type of so called experts and advisors who not only are being used 
as agents and spies by their governments, but they also personally benefited immensely over the 
years from the Bougainville situation.ò 

ñWe simply donôt want to see so called experts who also act as double agents acting for their 
governments while under the pretext of rendering their services as neutral advisors to the people. 

ñThese agencies cannot continue to wave their dollars in front of our people so that we can easily 
submit to their hidden motives because of the colour of their moniesò. 

Our people have gone through so much suffering and pain already, and foreigners should not 
therefore come back again to continue exploiting usò Mr Pariu said. 

  

  

12.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Locals slam Mirringtoroôs media remarks  
 

PANGUNA Landowners Association deputy chairman Michael Pariu and Mekamui government of 
unity president Philip Miriori have hit back at statements by Communications minister Jimmy 
Mirringtoro. 

In a joint statement from Panguna, the two leaders described the comments by Mirringtoro, the 
Member for Central Bougainville in the media on March 6, as ñhollow and lacking substanceò. 

They said his comments ñcertainly sounded very positive but unfortunately it was too little too 
lateò. 

ñWhere was the minister in the past five years when he should have come out with this kind of 
comments and fight for the rights of the people, instead of keeping silent in Parliament all this 
time over Panguna related issues?ò they said 

ñWhy did he not fight for these things for the people and now all of a sudden just before the 
election he wants to pretend and speak for the people?ò 

They accused Mirringtoro of being too naive and not being genuine enough with the people of 
Central Bougainville since he was elected into Parliament. 

They said Mirringtoro had lost touch with and hardly did anything to help the people. 

They accused Mirringtoro of wasting his time in Parliament. 

They said Mirringtoro had made promises he could not even keep and people are still waiting. 

 ñSo how can we trust the man next time when he failed the people by not putting his money 
where his mouth was in the past five years?ò they asked. 

 ñDuring the past five years, the people of Central Bougainville have proven that the minister is 
not the kind of political leader they can really trust to walk the talk.ò they said. 

ñHis comments can be seen as too little too late.ò  

  

  

12.03.2012 
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Kamma helps Mongai Primary  
 

STUDENTS of Mongai primary school in the Buin District of South Bougainville can now look 
forward to the completion of their 6 in 1 double classroom. Thanks to the South Bougainville MP  

  



 

 

Steven Pirika Kamma for injecting funds to 
complete the building. The building which was 
constructed in 2009 is an initiative of the parents 
and citizens of Mongai but lack of funding has 
resulted in the building not being completed. 
However, once completed, the students will then 
start with their academic calendar for this year. 
At the moment the students are still at the village 
following a decision by the Bougainville 
Education Division to suspend the school for an 
indefinite period due to lack of good buildings for 
both students and teachers to use. The main 
reason behind the continuous deterioration of 
the schoolôs buildings over the last three years is 
because it is located in one of the areas which 
have seen a lot of fighting and killings between 
the Meôekamui Defence Force and other factions 
in the area. As a result parents and citizens of 

the school did not want to risk their lives working in the school. Mr Kamma, who is also the 
Minister for Bougainville Affairs has engaged local building contractor, Kakai Builders to complete 
the building. picture shows construction work on the school building which Mr Kamma has given 
money to complete. Words and Picture: WINTERFORD TOREAS 

  

  

11.03.2012 

Source: VSA - Voluteer Service Abroad (New Zealand) 

 

Melanesia: Rebuilding Bougainville 

(Published on 16th February 2012 

 

Former journalist from Timaru, Murray Benbow spent two years working as a VSA Country 
Programme Manager in Bougainville between 2001-2002 directly following the end of a bitter civil 
war that divided communities and destroyed all but the most basic of infrastructure. He returned 
to take up the role again in 2010. Now, as he nears the end of his current two year tenure he 
looks back over a period of great change for the people of Bougainville. 

  

 
Murray during his first time a Country Programme Manager in 2001-2002 

 

When people in New Zealand ask me what Bougainvilleans are like I tend to say ôfiercely 
independentô. That is not to say they are not gracious and generous, which they are. Nationhood 
is a relatively new concept here, but Bougainvilleans seem to have a natural affinity with the idea. 

  

Beginnings 



 

 

  

When I first came to Bougainville in 2001 it was a place where trust and respect was almost non- 
existent. The civil war had destroyed the basics on which safe human interaction depends. 
Criminal types were still terrorising Arawa, where VSAôs programme was taking root in the form of 
the Arawa carpentry project, a metalwork training scheme and the Arawa Womenôs Training 
Centre for young women to learn the hospitality business. 

  

My wife Terry and I experienced some frightening times during 2001-02 and coming back 10 
years later it took 2-3 months before I was able to act ónormallyô, having slowly desensitised 
myself to all those previous cues that put me on alert. 

  

But during the past two years there have been no threats. In 2001-2002 it was scary driving the 
Buka-Arawa coastal highway with every vehicle a potential threat. Now they wave and toot as we 
pass. óNormal lifeô is back on track, although there is much work ahead as Bougainvilleans 
reconcile the terrible events of the conflict and learn to get their village-based lifestyles back. 

  

The rebuilding process might seem slow at times, but from where Iôm looking, there has been 
huge progress, especially emotionally and psychologically. It is not always easy to forgive and the 
crisis generation will never forget. I have huge admiration for the dedication that these people 
have shown in their determination to return to the way of peace. 

  

Looking forward 

  

Bougainville now has its own Autonomous Bougainville Government and its people will vote for or 
against full independence from PNG sometime before 2020. Whichever way the vote goes, 
Bougainville will retain its status of autonomy. Anything less would not be acceptable, I`m sure. 

  

The current government is led by John Momis, a careful visionary who is incorruptible in the face 
of pressures from both PNG and internationally. He seems determined to develop Bougainville 
according to the will of its people, rather than bow those who are casting greedy eyes on the 
bountiful resources here: copper, gold, silver, gas and maybe even oil.. 

  

Seeds of the rebuild 

  

Local business is thriving, especially in Buka which became the ad hoc centre of government 
after  Arawa was all but destroyed during the crisis. The increase in shipping at Buka and Kieta 
ports is obvious. Copra and cocoa prices have firmed with exports and imports growing quickly. It 
truly is amazing to see the pre-crisis trucks loaded high with sacks of copra, grinding their way 
along the road to the buyers sheds. 

  

The Japanese government has financed the building of 15 bridges along the Buka-Arawa coastal 
highway. They should all be completed by mid 2012. Travel along this road has been a risky 
business for years, with flooding causing delays and vehicles damaged or lost down raging rivers 
on a regular basis. Myself and other VSA field reps have tangled with these rivers since 1998, 
sometimes coming close to disaster. 

  



 

 

 
VSA vehicle attempting to cross one of the many Bougainville rivers 

 

Town power (24hr) turned on in Arawa in December 2011. This is likely to be the beginning of 
great changes over the next decade.  The BSP Bank is looking at opening an Arawa branch this 
year. Cellphone coverage is on the increase with data to computers via the same networks. 

  

The Division of education together with the Flexible and Open Distance Education institution is 
making it possible for those who missed out on an education during the crisis to catch up. There 
is still only one major health facility, Buka Hospital. But moves are afoot to improve the network of 
health centres island-wide. I have no doubt that Bougainville will slowly but surely catch up with 
the rest of Papua New Guinea and it won`t surprise me if it pulls ahead in the not too distant 
future. 

  

Bougainville is rebuilding its way into the 21st Century. 

  

VSA is playing a significant role in the strengthening of governance, an essential ingredient in the 
mix that will shape the future for Bougainville. It is also active in health, education and economic 
development. VSA assignments place highly skilled volunteers in assignments which aim to 
strengthen local skills and processes. As a non donor organisation with a people-oriented 
approach to development, Bougainvilleans hugely appreciate the way Kiwis form and build 
relationships and put people first, ahead of success in the workplace. 

  

When a Bougainvillean finds out you are a New Zealander theyôll tell you how much they 
appreciated the help from New Zealand during the peace process.  ñKiwis respect our culture. 
You understand our desire for self government.ò 

  

  

09.03.2012 
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Calls for more students 

By Tapo Tovilu 

 

The Ceo for Peace and reconciliation,Nick Peniaisays that a total of 150 applications have been 
received from more than 2000 forms distributed to interested students from Bougainville wishing 
to study on philippines universities. 

He said only 200 students would be selected to go to philippines from the 2000 applications. 

He said that due date for the applications has been moved from 8th March to 14th March. 

Mr Peniai said that the President of Cebu studies and repesentative of three universities, Jensen 
Gochow will meet parents in Buka on Monday to explain on details of the progamme. 
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Strong winds warning 

By by Tapo Tovilu 

 

PNG POWER LIMITED has issued a warning to all residents living near power lines and 
transformer stations to be aware of the strong winds tha Buka has been experiencing in the last 
few days. 

In the issue residents have been asked to keep clear of power lines and to report any fallen 
power lines or any debris that might be caught on lines. 

Reports of ast month's wet weather conditions have escalated with stong winds with the people of 
Buka warned to take exta precautions when outside. 

PNG POWER will be attending to any emergncy calls and is on standby to assist anyoe who has 
power problems. 

  

  

09.03.2012 
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IN THE NAME OF DEVELOPMENT 

Buka town continues to change 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

BUKA town continues to change its appearance with new developments, however nobody cares 
about the street roads and its drainage. 

Pictured are heavy equipments running on the deteorirating street road in front of New Dawn Fm 
office in Buka back filling one of the last vacant blocks in Buka town. 

The development is good however the town council and ABG should not turn a blind eye on the 
drainage of Buka town streets as it is a concern as during heavy rains water from the roads 
continue to flood houses on both sides of these streets. 

Attempts by us to get some comments from authorities were unsuccesful.  
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Big drop in PNG stock market this week 

 

Papua New Guinea's stock market has taken a plunge of 5 per cent this week but that's expected 
to recover again today. 

 

New Britain Palm Oil has been one of the main winners so far this week and Bank South Pacific 
has also recovered well. 

 

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts 

Speaker: Syd Yates, chief executive of PNG Kina Securities  

 

YATES: Yes the main index, the KSI, Kina Securities Index was down five per cent for the week 
or 335 points to five-thousand-900. It's been doing very well this year but it's probably the first 
time it's dropped below six-thousand in about three to four weeks. The market was pretty much 
because of what was happening, a bit of profit taking because the markets have been having a 
good run for the last three weeks, and also back on there was a little bit of uncertainty about 
Greece earlier in the week, and I think that's been resolved overnight. So I was just reading the 
report this morning, so we probably expect the market will be up again today. 

 

COUTTS: And the New Britain Palm Oil led the gainers? 

 

YATES: Yeah New Britain Palm Oil, they were up a kina, and they've been travelling fairly well at 
the moment with their new oil refinery that they've built over there. They've been very volatile up 
till now and we're not really sure why, but they're back up another kina to 25 kina 50. 



 

 

 

COUTTS: Ok and the banks, South Pacific has recovered to close higher at the close? 

 

YATES: Yes that's our local banking stock, Bank South Pacific, they're up four toea. Look their 
results are due to be announced this week and it's either today or tomorrow it'll be announced for 
their annual results last year, and they're probably expected to be up. So it's probably a bit of 
speculation about what's coming in the announcement.  

 

COUTTS: And Kina Asset Management also up? 

 

YATES: Yes that's our local listed investment company in Papua New Guinea and they were up 
two toea from 96 toea. All the companies, it's reporting season here at the moment Geraldine so 
over the next couple of weeks you'll find that most of the companies will be making the 
announcements on their results of 2011. 

 

COUTTS: A surprising result for Oil Search this week? 

 

YATES: Yeah Oil Search was down 40 toea, and it's a little bit unexplainable, they had a very 
good profit announcement recently, they had about 202 million US dollars, and they've also had 
to pay out oil prices and even last night they closed up higher, I think on the Australian market 
they were up over 7 dollars again. So they're looking to have a good year. 

 

COUTTS: And Newcrest Mining not doing so well either? 

 

YATES: Yeah Newcrest fell off and I think there was a report of a near halt operation in one of 
their main mines on the island of Lihir. So any event like that happens it sort of sends a little bit of 
a scare to the investors and they probably jumped in and just took the price off a little bit. 

 

COUTTS: And so that's a look at the Stock Ex, no other changes? 

 

YATES: No that's about it Geraldine. 

 

COUTTS: Now you are the Chef de Mission, and I'm always tempted to say what's your favourite 
dish because I think it's a strange title, but you are for the PNG team for London. What's 
happening there, how are they progressing? 

 

YATES: Look there's a lot of exciting things happening about our preparations for London. Look 
the most exciting news recently was our women's football team, they've just won the Oceania 
football qualifiers, and now they have the right to play against New Zealand later on in the month, 
and to qualify to go to London Olympics. And that'll be a hard task, but if we can get through that 
then it'll be the first time we've had a football team away at the Olympics. But here's hoping it 
works out. We've got a couple of our athletes, Mowen Boino has been running the 400 metres 
hurdles in the circuit in Australia and he's been doing very well, he's a veteran, I think this is his 
fourth Olympics if he makes it, and this has been his second best time just recently. And Toea 
Wisil, our sprinter, has been running behind Sally Pearson and finishing in second or third, so 
she's been doing extremely well too. All our other athletes have been offshore and getting ready 
for events to help them qualify in preparation as well. 

 

COUTTS: Well how many do you think will actually qualify? We've been excited in the past with 
the number that might qualify and they've fallen short. Are there any guarantees that you'll have a 
significant team to take to London? 

 

YATES: Look we're expecting to have at least six with qualifications so far. We've had taekwondo 
and it looks like we've got judo qualified now as well as two swimmers and two athletes. We're 



 

 

hoping that we've got a couple of boxers and our two weightlifters. So we could have either six or 
40. So it's somewhere in between and we probably won't know till about May. 

 

COUTTS: Alright moving on to the PNG 2015 Games now, how's that progressing? 

 

YATES: Look we were stalled for a little while with legislation and those sorts of things, so it 
seems to all be on track that the legislation got passed through a couple of weeks ago, and it's all 
moving very quickly now. So the O'Neill government's got things moving, they've appointed a 
minister for the games now, that's Bart Philemon, and he's a former chairman of the previous 
games that were held here in Port Moresby in 1991. So everything's sort of gearing up and I think 
there's been more achieved in the last six weeks or so than there had in the last 18 months. 
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Siwai women dissapointed 

By PORENI UMAU 

 

MORE than 2000 women in the Siwai, South Bougainville have expressed disappointment at their 
constituency members. 

This includes the South Bougainville MP Steven Pirika for not attending to their petition. 

The women came up with a petition for Mr Pirika and the Siwai district administration to build 
tertiary institutions. 

This includes other colleges in their area for their children to attend. 

They come up with such a demand after the fateful journey of the MV Rabaul Queen which sank 
off the shores of Finschhafen in Morobe province after it succumbing to rough seas while on its 
way to Lae from Kimbe. 

Among those that perished were mostly students from and 10 of those missing were from the 
Siwai area. 

The women from the three constituencies Ramu, Kopii and Motunahuiono, all dressed in their 
best, armed with banners and placards marched to the Ameu district office with a petition only to 
be met by a ghost district administration, almost half deserted. 

A very frustrated Francesca Peter from Mobinai village told the Post-Courier yesterday evening 
that they waited from 8 am to 2 pm yesterday for any of the district officers or at least one of the 
members from the three constituencies to come forward and accept their petition... but no one 
turned up. 

She said the women, all disappointed by the non attendance of their local MP and even the local 
leaders gave their petition to one of the officers present at the district office. 

Mr Peter said that the women will still follow up on their petition saying they have suffered long 
enough. 

A return trip to Buka was K200. 

They also demanded that the administration provide them better health services. 

 

 

09.03.2012 
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BSP helps Hutjena 

 

Hutjena Secondary School in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville will get new dining tables 
and boiler from the Bank South Pacific. 



 

 

The school is one of the oldest on the island and the BSP Buka branch has identified the school 
as part of its community projects for 2012.  

BSP Buka branch manager Julie 
Warren said the project would 
see the replacement of old and 
depleted dining tables and a 
new boiler installed for cooking 
food.  

ñBy doing so, we help create a 
clean and conducive 
environment for students to eat 
so they can concentrate on their 
studies,ò she said.  

She added that the significance 
of this project was that her team 
would work in partnership with 

the students and staff to deliver the projects.  

ñThis project is truly a community partnership and we are proud to be lending a helping hand to 
make a difference,ò Ms Warren added.  

School head Martin Takali thanked BSP for the kind act, and added that the project was not just 
for the school but for the community at large, because after the students get an education, they 
would return to communities to make a difference. 

  

  

08.03.2012 
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Women's Day 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

About a thousand women met at Buka's premier resort,Kuri village for a two-hour luncheon to 
commemorate this year's International Women's Day this morning. 

The women's day luncheon was organized by Leitana Women's Development Agency. 

The two-hour luncheon started at TEN AM and ended at about 1pm. 

  



 

 

 
Pictured are two women leaders,ELIZABETH BURAIN and HELEN HAKENA.  
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Napi backs Miringtoroôs call for serious mine talk 

  

A former employee and fleet truck contractor to BCL has come out strongly in support of the 
Minister for Communications and Member for Central Bougainville, Jimmy Miringtoro on his call 
for Panguna landowners to seriously negotiate with appropriate bodies to reopen the closed down 
copper and gold mine. 

Mr Kandaso Napi, who spent nearly 20 years on the island of Bougainville working for BCL and 
later contracted to provide trucking services to the mine, blames the government at that time for 
not taking heed of the calls by landowners to review the mine agreement to discuss and 
accommodate their grievances.  

He said instead of sending in a high level negotiating team, the government sent in police and the 
army to intimidate and terrorise the landowners.  

He also reckons the mining company, BCL or Rio Tinto for that matter, merely worked under the 
guidelines of the Mining Laws at that time and it was really up to the National Government to 
provide direction and leadership. 

He said PNG benefited immensely from that single mine at that time and many Papua New 
Guineans owe it to BCL for providing quality training for their future benefits.  

Many former employees of BCL and others who have worked for or were associated with BCL in 
one way or another, would agree that the level of service and training offered by BCL may still be 
remembered as the best in the mining industry in the country. 

Mr Napi, who was bestowed an MBE medal by the Queen last year for his continued services to 
business and community, is now calling on the good people of Bougainville, particularly the 
Panguna landowners to seek reconciliation and negotiate vigorously with the National 
Government and BCL with the view to reopening the mine for their benefit.    
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Almost 100 new British companies interested in investing in the 
Pacific 

 

A two-week investment roadshow in Britain, showcasing opportunities in Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands and Fiji has sparked significant interest. 

 

Almost 100 new British companies interested in investing in the Pacific (Credit: ABC) 
The British High Commissioner to PNG, Jackie Barson (picture), led the roadshow 
and held talks with almost 100 British companies. 

Ms Barson says business and diplomatic links between the UK and the region are 
strong. 

 

  

Presenter: Jemima Garrett 

 

Speaker: Jackie Barson, British High Commissioner to PNG 

  

  Listen here !   
  

  

BARSON: The Pacific is strategically important to the UK because of its great commonwealth 
links and of course the number of UN votes that it can garner. 

 

GARRETT: But in terms of business. What sort of bus interests does Britain have in the region? 

 

BARSON: Well, business, interests! I think people will find it quite surprising that there is already 
quite a visible UK footprint here in Papua New Guinea. I mean, we have Swires, who are here in 
the form of Steamship Company, British American Tobacco, Rio Tinto, G4S and the Corps which 
are two security companies and, of course, the Intercontinental Hotel group. That is the major 
business players but I am hoping that will now increase since my roadshow. And also, as 
listeners may have picked up, Shell also opened an office in the Petromin building a couple of 
weeks ago, as part of their strategic alliance with Petromin so that is also very, very positive 
news. 

 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/almost-100-new-british-companies-interested-in-investing-in-the-pacific?autoplay=421710


 

 

GARRETT: As you mentioned, you have just finished a roadshow in Britain. What interest did you 
get and in what sectors of the economy in Papua New Guinea , Solomon Islands and Fiji? 

 

BARSON: I covered the economies of all 3 countries and then I've concentrated on 5 key sectors, 
which are oil, gas and mining, green technology and renewables, agriculture, fisheries and 
tourism and so it was on those 5 sectors that I concentrated. But, I think, the main thrust of my 
presentations was solely on Papua New Guinea as I see PNG as the major driver of growth in the 
Pacific Island countries, and there was greater interest in oil, gas mining and renewables. But, I 
think also, those that I talked to were surprised at the diversity of the economy here. You know, 
when I started to talk about other commodities and agriculture and world class tea and coffee and 
palm oil and vanilla, for example. So I think people were surprised at the breadth and the 
resourcefulness of the economy here. 

 

GARRETT: So what concrete interest did you get from companies there in Britain. 

 

BARSON: concrete interest ..it's hard to gauge. People were very open to hearing from me and, 
as I said, a lot of the companies hadn't really thought about Papua New Guinea and were 
interested to hear about the strengths of the economy and what the country has to offer. 
Obviously, the major contracts for oil and gas have already gone to the big players, like 
ExxonMobil, but all these industries need support. And, I suppose I was saying infrastructure, for 
example, and support for these big industries..there are so many contracts that fall out of the 
major contracts that I had the since that the UK, or UK plc (publicly isted companies) were 
missing out on the strength of the market here and what PNG has to offer. So it was a very 
diverse audience that I was speaking to across those 5 sectors. 

 

GARRETT: So what sort of size of companies, were the main ones that were interested? 

 

BARSON: Again, it was from all forms of big players and there were popel looking at investment, 
small and medium-sized enterprises. People who wanted to build roads, people who wanted to 
get into education, and then at the other end of the angle, offers of tendering to help build ports or 
help airstrips or whatever. So, it was across the whole spectrum of services that support the main 
oil and gas and mining sectors. 

 

GARRETT: The British economy is going through some very tough times at the moment. Is that 
making it harder to interest companies in coming all the way to the Pacific or, is the fact that 
places like Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands have very strong economic growth, 
making the Pacific more attractive? 

 

BARSON: No, I think it works both ways. As you quite rightly say, while the UK and the rest of 
Europe is going through difficult economic times at the moment, I think it is a good reason to look 
further afield, and especially as a lot of international companies have subsidiaries in Asia and in 
Australia, it is not that far anymore. And, I think with the opening up of air links in this part of the 
world, Papua New Guinea is not really that far away and, I think, it is time for the UK and others 
to look further afield and diversify and maybe not look at traditional partners, if you like. 

  

  

08.03.2012 
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DRUG SHORTAGE 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

Buka general Hospital Bougainville's only referal centre this week closed down only to attend 
Emergencies due to severe shortage of drugs. 



 

 

In an interview with New Dawn Fm, Medical services director of the hospital, DR.BARNABAS 
MATANU said that this would for temporary until drugs arrive from the area medical store in 
Rabaul. 

He called on patients to utilize health facilities in their districts as they still have drugs. 

New Dawn fm understands Bougainville will still have shortage in other goods as three cargoe 
ships are still stuck in Buka following the recent sea disaster involving a Starship boat, the MV 
RABAUL QUEEN. 

  

  

07.03.2012 

Source:Radio New Dawn on Bougainville 

 

BAKANOBI BRIDGE OPEN 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 

The BAKANOBI bridge which is the first bridge coming from Arawa to Buka has been officially 
opened on March 2nd. 

This river has been one of the most dangerous wet crossings during floods and using the bridge 
starting Friday is a great relief for highway motorists. 

The BAKANOBI bridge is one of the fifteen Bridges that are being built by KITANO 
CONSTRUCTION under the JAPANESE Bridge projects on Bougainville. 

According to the program, the opening ceremony was made at the site whilst other activities were 
held in Arawa on Friday night. 

New Dawn FM UNDERSTANDS all the FIFTEEN bridges would be completed before the official 
handover ceremony by the government of Japan on March 20th this year. 

The handover ceremony would be held at the RAWA river near Buka. 

  

  

07.03.2012 

Source: Post-Courier 

 

Panguna landowners caution foreign donors 

 

PANGUNA landowners have given a warning to the Autonomous Bougainville Government and 
international and donor agencies not to use the Panguna Mine 
issue to make money. 

The interim deputy chairman of Panguna Landowners 
Association Michael Pariu (picture) has expressed his concern 
over the way in which ABG and some of the international and 
donor agencies and their consultants are using the Panguna 
issue to drive the hidden agenda of their respective governments 
on Bougainville, especially in respect to mining and making 
money out of it. 

Mr Pariu has decided to issue this statement following a one day 
meeting of the Panguna Management Consultative Committee 
(PMCC) which is the body responsible for overseeing the current 
Panguna Unification Process at Tunuru Catholic Mission 
recently. 

Mr Pariu said that the Committee held extensive discussions at 
the way in which some of the donor agencies and their 
consultants are treating the Panguna issue to make their money 

on the sufferings and the blood of the people. 

ñDuring our meeting at Tunuru the members of the Committee expressed very strong views and 
sentiments over the kind of attitude which certain foreign interest groups have been going about 



 

 

conducting their business with almost complete disregard for the people who have survived by 
attending to issues through their customary practices from time immemorialò he said.  

ñOur people are completely disgusted by this type of colonial attitude from foreigners who simply 
want to make their money on the blood of our people, óô Mr Pariu said. 

ñWe are sick and tired of this type of so called experts and advisors who not only are being used 
as agents and spies by their governments, but they also personally benefited immensely over the 
years from the Bougainville situation.ò 

ñWe simply donôt want to see so called experts who also act as double agents acting for their 
governments while under the pretext of rendering their services as neutral advisors to the people. 

ñThese agencies cannot continue to wave their dollars in front of our people so that we can easily 
submit to their hidden motives because of the colour of their moniesò. 

Our people have gone through so much suffering and pain already, and foreigners should not 
therefore come back again to continue exploiting usò Mr Pariu said. 

Mr Pariu said that if they want to come, they must come with a clean and genuine heart to help 
Bougainvilleans. ñHelp us with your money and let us use our customary systems and processes 
to solve our problems,ò Mr Pariu said.   
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Bougainville culture shown on film in France  
By CARMEL PILOTTI 

 

A film made in Bougainville in the 1930ôs has found its way from France all the way to its origin, 
Papua New Guinea. 

The film óBougainvilleô was made between 1934 and 1935 by a priest named Patrick OôReilly who 
precisely documents the Bougainville people and their culture, and is the oldest film ever made 
on the island. 

OôReilly was able to capture two pottery methods and four important rituals; bonito (a type of fish) 
capture in Kieta Bay, cremation in the Telei area and wedding and cremation in two other areas. 

It has little or no influence by the western world and is quite simply, PNG culture on film. 

The invaluable film was brought to PNG by Nicolas Garnier, the Director of Melanesian and 
Pacific Studies and senior lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Papua New Guinea; after 
a trip to his home country France. 

Mr Garnier has since shown the film in 15 different locations in Bougainville including the Tinputz 
and Wakunai areas and Arawa and Kieta, leaving the people very much impressed. He also has 
plans to translate the film, which is currently in French to English and Pidgin so he may distribute 
it for educational purposes only, around to schools and communities. He will first have to obtain 
copyright permission from the owners of the film, a small institution in France, Musée du Quay 
Branly.  

  

  

07.03.2012 
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ROAD UPGRADING 

by Aloysius Laukai 

 

Upgrading of the main road Buka to Arawa has started. 

And this would end with the sealing of the first 20 km from Kokopau to Siara. 

Second phase is from Siara to Tsunptez until the whole 210km is completed. 

  



 

 

 
Pictured is a woman controling the flow of traffic as workmen continue with the upgrading. 
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Site on 

By Aloysius Laukai 

 



 

 

 

Our site came live again thanks to the European Shareholders of BCL who assisted us with the 
payment of our accounts. 

The management and staff of New Dawn Fm on Bougainville do appreciate your contribution 
when we can not do it from Bougainville due to technical difficulties. 

We will update this site again. 

Our viewers have been asking why the has not been updated for some time now. 

Thanks to Axel Sturm 

  

  

06.03.2012 
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PNG chief justice charged with perverting course of justice 

 

Papua New Guineaôs Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia is expected to appear in court tomorrow after 
being charged with trying to obstruct a police investigation into his management of the courts. 

 

Sir Salamo was arrested in Port Moresby today and later released on his own recognisance. 

 

Don Wiseman has more details: 

 

ñThe police spokesperson, Superintendent Dominic Kakas, says Sir Salamo has been charged 
with obstructing a police investigation into his intervention in the handling of a dead judgeôs 
estate. Police allege the chief justice personally intervened in the handling of the late Justice 
Timothy Hinchliffeôs estate and illegally redirected a cheque of about 100 thousand US dollars, 
meant for the former judgeôs son, into court coffers. Mr Kakas says police allege Sir Salamo 
intervened and ordered the cheque be recalled and had a new cheque made to the courtôs staff 
services. In December, Sir Salamo presided over the Supreme Court decision which found Prime 
Minister Peter OôNeill and his supporters did not follow due constitutional process when they 



 

 

dumped former prime minister Sir Michael Somare from the top job. The Government had 
suspended him ahead of that decision but after an outcry withdrew it. A second suspension in 
February was allowed to stand.ò 

 

  

06.03.2012 
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Papua New Guinea's top judge arrested 

  

  

  

06.03.2012 

Source: ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

PNG Chief Justice arrested 

Police in Papua New Guinea arrested the country's top judge, Chief Justice Sir Salamo 
Indjia. 

 

PNG Chief Justice arrested The ABC's PNG Correspondent Liam Fox gave an update to Pacific 
Beat. 

 

Presenter: Brian Abbott 

PNG Correspondent Liam Fox 

  

  Listen here !   
  

FOX: Today, another extraordinary day in PNG began with the arrest of Sir Salamo inside the 
Supreme Court complex in Port Moresby. He was arrested by a group of heavily armed 
policemen and some photos on social media show there were a lot of police there and they've 
blocked off the entrance to the court complex. From there, he was taken to police headquarters, 
where he was questioned for several hours. Then he was taken to the Boroko Police Station and 
formally charged with perverting the course of justice. A short time after that, he was released on 
bail and declined to make any comment as he was driven away from the police station. 

 

ABBOTT: Do we know any details of what this perverting the course of justice applies to? 

 

FOX: No we don't. Police so far haven't released any of the details surrounding this charge, 
where it's come from, why it's been laid. We've been told several times that a police statement 
will be coming out shortly, that hasn't yet happened. I think what we can say is that it's likely, 
likely but not confirmed that this is related to ongoing attempts by the government of Peter O'Neill 
to remove Sir Salamo from office. It has tried several times since November, last year, to 
suspend him from office over what it says are allegations of official misconduct. But the Supreme 
Court has so far stayed those suspension attempts and now we have what has happened today. 

 

ABBOTT: Do we know how this fractures relationship between Peter O'Neill's government and Sir 
Salamo developed? 

 

FOX: How it developed, sorry? 

 

ABBOTT: Yes, how it developed in the first place? 

 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/png-chief-justice-arrested?autoplay=420996


 

 

FOX: No look, all I can say to you is outline the course of events. These suspension attempts 
began in November last year in the run up to the decision in December by the Supreme Court as 
to who was the legitimate prime minister, whether it was Peter O'Neill or Sir Michael Somare. The 
first attempt was made just before that, as was the second attempt, and as we know that 
Supreme Court decision was handed down and that found Sir Michael Somare to be the legal 
prime minister of Papua New Guinea and as we know, Peter O'Neill has continued to be the 
effective prime minister with the support of the majority of members of parliament, the police 
force, the army, and the bureaucracy. 

 

ABBOTT: Has anyone from the PNG government said anything today or are they keeping their 
heads low? 

 

FOX: Eh, they're keeping their heads low. Peter O'Neill is due to hold a press conference around 
this time, but we've been told he'll be speaking on landowner issues related to the massive 
liquefied natural gas project here, not the Chief Justice issue. The Internal Security Minister, John 
Boito, who's responsible for police was seen walking into police headquarters while Sir Salamo 
was being questioned, but he hasn't released any comments, and as I said before, police 
themselves are yet to release any comments, any details of how this charge came about. 

 

ABBOTT: Sir Salamo has been released on bail. When is he likely to be back in court? 

 

FOX: He's due to appear in court tomorrow morning. 

  

  

06.03.2012 
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Panguna Mine issue vital 
By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

CENTRAL Bougainville MP and Minister for Communications in the National Government, Jimmy 
Miringtoro (picture) says Panguna Mine issues are still important and landowners must be 
prepared to take negotiations to the next level. 

  

  

Panguna Mine issues has always become a topic of interest for the 
international community, the media, and the people of Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) and Bougainville have been encouraged and assured by 
the MP, that negotiations have to change tactics now so that, 
Bougainvilleans would benefit from the mines spin-offs . 

ñThe Panguna Mine alone contributed a lot in the development of PNG 
as a whole, and the revenue from the mine built bridges schools 
airports and roads.ò Mr Miringtoro said.  

ñIt even contributed in building the parliament house in Waigani.ò he 
said. 

He said leaders in that time were quite ignorant of the mining impacts 
to the environment, and if they were cautious enough the Bougainville 

crisis could not have eventuated. 

ñPNG is on a brink of coming to a standstill, because we have a lot of mines now but we are not 
feeling an impact, and no major development is taking place, to prove that these mines are 
making profit and revenue they are not even improving the standard of living for us Papua New 
Guineans. Mr Miringtoro said. 

ñPanguna was forced to close because leaders that time and the company (BCL) were not able to 
listen to peoples grievances and that are a lesson to us all both leaders and people that we need 
to listen to each other.ò Mr Miringtoro said. 



 

 

Mr Miringtoro said Panguna land owners and National Government must critically talk and 
consider everyoneôs opinion if they are thinking of reopening the mine. 

ñPeople in Panguna were not given good water supply housing and health facilities but their land 
was taken out forcefully from them.ò Mr Miringtoro said. 

ñWhen the NEC comes to Arawa next month for the meeting that will be an opportunity for 
landowners to talk face to face with the National government.ò he said.  

 

 

06.03.2012 
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PNG attracts attention at mining conference 

By KENNETH AVIRA in Toronto 

 

The annual global mining investment conference ñProspectors & Developers Association of 
Canadaò, being held in Toronto Canada, kicked off on a high note on Sunday. 

The Papua New Guinea government delegation to the conference is led by the Minister for Mining 
Byron Chan (picture).  

  

Mr Chan is expected to meet with the PNG Mining industry 
representatives to discuss issues affecting the industry.  

  

The delegation includes the Secretary of the Department of Mineral 
Policy & Geohazards Management (DMPGM) Nellie James and 
senior officers of the Mineral Resources Authority (MRA) The PNG 
Mining industry is represented by the PNG Chamber of Mines & 
Petroleum  

Members of the industry in attendance include Papuan Precious 
Metals Corporation (PPM), Marengo, Katana Iron and Frontier 
Resources. 

About 50,000 delegates are in attendance at the event according to 
organisers and the interest at the PNG booth is gaining momentum. Visitors are enquiring about 
geological information about the country, process of applying for exploration licences and what 
mining policies and regulation are. 
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PNG Chief Justice taken in for questioning 

  

Papua New Guineaôs Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia has been 
taken in by police for questioning. 

  

The police spokesman Superintendent Dominic Kakas says Sir 
Salamo is being interviewed by police investigators at police 
headquarters in Port Moresby. 

He says he is waiting for details and will issue a statement 
shortly. 

  

The government of Peter OôNeill in early February suspended 
the chief justice pending an investigation into alleged 
mishandling of court funds. 



 

 

  

Sir Salamo also presided over last yearôs leadership Supreme Court case and found Mr OôNeill 
was unconstitutionally elevated to the prime ministerôs office over long time incumbent Sir Michael 
Somare. 

   

  

05.03.2012 

Source: The National 

 

Government plans to stop cash payments  
  

THE government plans to stop cash payments for landowner benefits accruing from resource 
developments. 

Prime Minister Peter OôNeill also said if any payments were to be made, they must be done in 
each licenced area ï and not in Port Moresby. 

These will be among stringent guidelines contained in a major policy on the issue to be 
announced this week following final consultations between OôNeill and landowners tomorrow. 

OôNeill said the policy would streamline, simplify and specify payment procedures for all benefits 
accruing under resource development agreements and in particular the LNG projectôs umbrella 
benefits sharing agreement (UBSA) and the licence-based benefits sharing 
agreements  (LBBSA). 

ñWe are going to simplify it and do it in accordance with the law,ò he said. 

ñThere will be absolutely no cash handouts. 

ñWe will agree to a way forward and that should resolve many of the landowner issues. 

ñAfter cabinet has made a decision on Wednesday on the proposed structure and a way of 
dealing with the issue, any disruption of government assets or government services (by 
landowners) will become a law and order issue. 

ñBoth the landowners and the government must respect any agreement that they signed. 

ñAny issue of landowner benefits must be in accordance with the law and the agreement.ò 

The policy will also cover the role and functions of the expenditure implementation committee 
which oversees much of the payment process. 

  

  

05.03.2012 
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History project 

  

The Australian National University is seeking the peacekeepers who served in East Timor, 
Solomon Islands and Bougainville as part of a history research project. 

Details:               +61 410 136 330        or  kimberley.doyle@anu.edu.au 

  

  

05.03.2012 

Source. ABC Radio Australia - Pacific Beat 

 

Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Peter O'Neill says he wants the 
national election to go ahead as scheduled in June. 
 

There had been talk of delaying the election because of problems updating the electoral roll and a 
call by deputy prime minister Beldan Namah to delay the vote to allow more time for the 
introduction of all the government's policies. 

mailto:kimberley.doyle@anu.edu.au


 

 

 

With both the election commissioner Andrew Trawen and now the prime minister saying the 
election should go ahead in June is that should be the end of the matter. 

 

Presenter: Brian Abbott 

 

Speaker: Firmin Nanol, PNG reporter 

  

  Listen here !    
  

  

03.03.2012 
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Copper Has Longest Bull Streak Since October 

By Nicholas Larkin  

  

  Read here !   
  

  

02.03.2012 

Source: ESBC 

Black & White 

  

Find out which bank or which broker puts your sell order at a price you wish to 
sell and does - herewith - not support fraudulent stock lending.   Click here!  

  

  

Please support us! Send us some more information to provide a better in-depth 
overview on bank's and broker's services to investors! 

Click here please ! 
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Compensation offer in bid to end Bougainville ship detention over 
ferry disaster 

 

Bougainvilleans who have stopped three ships from leaving the autonomous Papua New Guinea 
province since the sinking of the Rabaul Queen four weeks ago are expected to leave the ships 
today. 

Dozens of Bougainvilleans lost their lives in the disaster and grieving relatives wanting 
compensation have occupied the vessels, which belong to the owners of the Rabaul Queen. 

The Buka police commander, Cletus Tsien, says the victims will leave the vessels but will be 
replaced by the portôs security, who will continue to stop the vessels leaving. 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/onairhighlights/png-to-go-to-the-polls-on-time?autoplay=420352
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/mediapool/59/599247/data/Kupfermarkt/20120302_Bloomberg_on_Copper.pdf
http://www.bougainville-copper.eu/black-white-list-1.html
mailto:black+white@bougainville-copper.eu
mailto:black+white@bougainville-copper.eu
mailto:black+white@bougainville-copper.eu


 

 

He says armed former militants, who have also been on the ships, are also demanding 
compensation for ensuring the vessels were not destroyed. 

Commander Tsien says there are reasons police have not taken action. 

ñThese people are armed and the whole of Bougainville is behind what they are doing. The ships 
have not been damaged. They are just looking after the ships. And Peter Sharp [principal of the 
Rabaul Shipping Company] has come up with an offer. They were claiming 350 thousand [kina] 
and he has come up with 100 thousand.ò 
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Bougainville set for elections   
  

BOUGAINVILLE will have its own special election logistic arrangement with a vessel sponsored 
by the New Zealand Government.  

This is because as per the ceasfire agreement, the PNG Defence Force logistics cannot travel 
past Bougainville waters or in the region - PNGDF a no go zone in the region- a Waka Goi 
statement on election said in Parliament last Friday, read out by Leader of Government Business 
Moses Maladina. 

ñéwe have also received some assistance from our development partners. The New Zealand 
Government will supply a long ship in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville. This is necessary 
in light of the standing no go zone agreement for PNG disciplinary forces,ò Mr Maladina said.  

The Australian Government has agreed to provide two helicopters and two personnel to provide 
logistics and security support. These two people are were already on the ground, he said. 

Meanwhile, PNGDF is now expecting NEC to advise the Head of State to make an official callout 
to cover the election period, including counting. During this time defence force personnel will have 
full arrest powers. Also, the PNGDF and Police are working closely to ensure that all eligible 
voters, both men and women, can cast their votes freely in a safe environment. The PNGDF will 
be providing additional capacity to support police. About 546 personnel will be deployed to the 
Highlands regions between May 31-June 2012.   
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Shortsellers: Are you already getting nervous? 

  

Market Depth for BOUGAINVILLE COPPER 

as at 12:42:42 PM Friday, March 2, 2012 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Trade Summary - Status 

Indicative Open Price 0.980 Volume Surplus 0 

Last Change % Volume Trades Open High Low 

0.980 0.020  2.08 13,100 8 0.980 0.980 0.970 

Last Traded 543 @ 0.98 - 12:01:22 
 

 

  

BOUGAINVILLE COPPER Market Depth 

BOC Buyers 

Level Buy Quantity Price 
 

1 1 2,500 0.900 
 

BOC Sellers 

Price Quantity Sell Level 
 

0.980 14,457 2 1 
 



 

 

2 1 3,000 0.860 
 

3 2 11,000 0.850 
 

4 1 10,000 0.845 
 

5 1 3,000 0.835 
 

6 1 5,000 0.805 
 

7 1 5,000 0.800 
 

8 2 13,572 0.720 
 

9 1 12,000 0.690 
 

10 1 6,000 0.675 
 

11 1 10,000 0.525 
 

 

0.990 4,350 2 2 
 

0.995 10,000 1 3 
 

1.070 2,291 1 4 
 

1.080 30,000 1 5 
 

1.085 10,000 1 6 
 

1.140 5,550 1 7 
 

1.160 10,000 1 8 
 

1.170 8,500 1 9 
 

1.200 15,000 2 10 
 

1.250 10,000 1 11 
 

1.310 10,000 1 12 
 

12.000 105,000 2 13 
 

12.990 230,000 1 14 
 

14.990 150,000 1 15 
 

16.390 15,000 1 16 
 

16.960 30,000 1 17 
 

18.000 5,000 1 18 
 

18.650 35,000 1 19 
 

20.000 68,026 1 20 
 

24.000 5,000 1 21 
 

29.900 405,300 2 22 
 

30.000 271,500 4 23 
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European BCL shareholders to stop short-selling of shares 

 

THE European shareholders of the Bougainville Copper (ESBC) have sent out a warning to 
declare war on short selling of shares in the Bougainville Copper Limited. 

President of the ESBC, Axel Sturm, sent out the warning from Andorra yesterday. 

ñWe want to stop fraudulent manipulation in BOC/BOU1 shares,ò Sturm said.  

Bougainville Copper shares are supposed to have a fair value of A$30 to A$50 (K66.83 to 
K111.38). The exact price, of course depends on the actual market prices of copper, gold, silver 
and molybdenum.  

ñOn the other hand BCL is highly vulnerable to market manipulation: less than 30 per cent of BCL 
are in free float (the international mining giant Rio Tinto owns 54 per cent and the state of Papua 
New Guinea 19 per cent).  

For several months now the share price of BCL (BOC/BOU1) has been pushed down heavily by 
short sellers,ò Mr Sturm said. 

ñSince the beginning of 2011 it has been more than 60 per cent after allò  

He said this is despite the fact that todayôs news flow from Bougainville is more promising than 
ever.  

The Australian Securities Exchange ASX has reacted to this by improving short selling rules. 
Since August 23rd, 2011 no more short selling in BOC shares was reported. 

ñTherefore we ask all shareholders BCL to put their shares at a high price (A$25 to A$30) for 
sale,ò he said. 

ñThis will prevent custody banks from using these shares for un-authorized lending to short 
sellers. 



 

 

ñShort selling generated huge losses in Bougainville Copper shares within the last year.  

ñAs a result of short selling the share price plunged under A$ 1 since January 2011.  

ñThis happened although all news flow from Bougainville had been very positive during that 
period.  

ñThe green light for re-opening our Panguna mine is a question of a couple of months only.ò 

He said that this ñbanò, however, is undermined by U.S. and other traders and successfully 
circumvented.  

Giving its background, Mr. Sturm said a majority of the stocks held by private investors is 
deposited with custodian banks.  

They register those shares in the share register (under so-called custodian banks) who then lend 
on our shares for short sales against a fee without the ownerôs knowledge. 

ñIn this context even the Australian Stock Exchange is powerless because this business is 
conducted in a semi-legal but grey area and therefore very difficult to prove,ò he said. 

ñThere are only two ways to prevent that our shares will be used for unauthorized short selling.  

ñThe first is a nominated entry in the Bougainville Copper register.  

ñThe second is a sell order that will block the shares for on- lending. 

ñHowever, since the entry into the register of shareholders is boycotted by the overwhelming 
number of custodians in order to maintain this revenue stream, the last resort that remains is to 
place a sell order with an extraordinary high limit.  

ñThis limit should be as high as possible so that the probability of an actual sale is highly unlikely.ò 
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New Home for BCL's Annual General Meeting! 

 

  

Until now the Annual General Meeting took place in the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel (picture) in Port Moresby. It was 
considered as the best place to stay in the PNG capital. 

  

  

Since end of 2011 a brandnew and elegant Hotel opened its 
doors: The Grand Papua Hotel. It's only a few steps away 
from Bougainville Copper's Head Quarter The ESBC 
welcome our management's decision to hold the 2012 AGM 
on May 1st, for the first time not in the Crowne Plaza. This Hotel - with the years - it had become 
a bit shabby. The new one, the Grand Papua Hotel, looks rather nice. Expect round about AUD 
400 (EUR 350) for the cheapest room per night. But don't expect the same service level such as 
in Singapore's Raffles Hotel or in the Ritz in Paris! Hopefully the new Hotel will mark a new, 
prosperous epoch for Bougainville Copper for its shareholders! In this case we could afford such 
crazy pricing! 

  

Here are some pictures of the Grand Papua Hotel:  

  

http://www.grandpapuahotel.com.pg/
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BCL queried on share price lift  
 

BOUGAINVILLE Copper Ltd was queried by the Australian Stock Exchange on Tuesday after its 
share price surged from A$0.735 to A$0.94 between Feb 21 and Feb 27, easing back to A$0.91 
on Tuesday. 

Bougainvilleôs company secretary Paul Coleman told the ASX the company was not aware of any 
information that could have given rise to the big surge in the companyôs share price and that it 
was in compliance with the ASX listing rules. 

The company had been subject of bouts of speculation involving overseas shareholders who 
were optimistic about an early opening of the copper-gold mine, which was shut down in May 
1989 following civil unrest in Bougainville. 

Its share price hit A$1.20 in September last year but has since slid to a low of around A$0.65 at 
the end of January before the recent price increase. 
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BCL landowners slam óstate ownershipô stance  
By MALUM NALU 

 

PANGUNA Landownersô Association ï comprising traditional landowners of the Bougainville 
copper mine ï have hit back at the PNG Chamber of Mines and Petroleum for supporting state 
ownership of resources in the country. 

Association secretary Lawrence Daveona said in Tuesdayôs article in The National detailed ñvery 
shallow reasons to justify its support for state ownership as opposed to landowners having full or 
controlling ownership of resources in their respective regions of PNGò. 

ñThis is a very  narrow view that the Chamber of Mines and Petroleum has been sounding out to 
illiterate Papua New Guineans,  government bureaucrats and more so us the landowners,ò he 
said. 

ñPNG Chamber of Mines and Petroleum has to state all these as it is funded or supported in 
many ways by most of the foreign investors operating in this country. 



 

 

ñWe the people of Panguna mine have suffered under the Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA) 
and we have, over the past 23-odd years, researched the whole arrangement that has cost us 
many lives. 

ñIn our view, many of the agreements from Panguna mine to date are flawed,ò Daveona said. 

He said the association, in its review of Bougainville copper agreements and others in PNG, had 
noted that: 

>   Mining operators had consistently underreported measured and indicated resources at the 
time of negotiating agreements with the national government, provincial governments, 
landowners and local level governments,  resulting in reductions or waivers of economic interest 
and royalties; 

>    Mining operators had, in each instance, separated benefits derived from asset sales, 
economic benefits from financial instruments, and the trading value of public equities on 
international stock exchanges from the legal corporate shell company set up to enter into 
agreements (including royalty and equity agreements) with provincial and landowner interests; 

>    Provincial governments and landowners had been universally excluded from any benefit on 
the speculative appreciation of equity value derived from public market announcements of 
measured and indicated reserves on their lands by having no exposure to benefit from public 
market stock trading; and 

>    Economic benefit agreements had been focused on percentage of employment and 
percentage of contracting in number (a percentage of employees rather than a percentage of 
gross compensation), rather than in gross economic value (total percentage of all corporate 
payroll; procurement.; 

>    No use of trade credit offsets had been leveraged for the companies supplying mining 
supplies or heavy equipment meaning that over 30% of international par equivalents were being 
lost for the economic benefit of the provinces or the national economy; 

>   Visibility on the corporate activities surrounding the mines and land use promoted to 
international investors had, in no instance, matched the statements made to PNG interests and 
no mechanism for such discrepancy resolution has been put in place; and, 

>    No adequate controls had been in place to insure that royalties, taxes, environmental law 
compliance, human rights, and international standards on the enforcement of intellectual property 
rights (particularly in the undersea mining technologies) were held to a standard commensurate 
with the rest of the world. 

Daveona said revisions to the Mining Act of 1992 must take into account each of the deficiencies 
listed below and should not be forwarded for consideration until they are all explicitly addressed. 
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European shareholders war on BCL short selling 

 

THE EUROPEAN SHAREHOLDERS of Bougainville Copper (ESBC) have asked all shareholders 
in Bougainville Copper (BCL) to pitch their shares at a high price ($25-30) to prevent custody 
banks from using them for unauthorised lending to short sellers. 

ñWe want to stop fraudulent manipulation in [Bougainville Copper] shares,ò says ESBC President 
Axel G. Sturm. 

ñShort selling generated huge losses in Bougainville Copper shares within the last yearò, he said. 

ñAs a result the share price plunged under $1 since January 2011. This happened although all 
news flowing from Bougainville had been very positive during that period. 

ñThe green light for re-opening our Panguna mine is a question of a couple of months only,ò he 
stated optimistically. 

According to Mr Sturm, who is based in Andorra, Bougainville Copper shares are supposed to 
have a fair value of $30-50. 

ñThe exact price ï of course ï depends on the actual market prices of copper, gold, silver and 
molybdenum,ò he said. 



 

 

ñOn the other hand BCL is highly vulnerable to market manipulation: less than 30 percent is in 
free float (the international mining giant Rio Tinto owns 54% and the state of Papua New Guinea 
19%.ò   
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Panguna Metals still in business 

By PETERSON TSERAHA 

 

THE management of Panguna Metals have explained their side of the story, after their 
equipments worth around three million kina were torched by a frustrated mob. 

Two excavators, a hundred tonne crane truck and a Mack truck (Semi-trailer) were burnt in what 
the management calls a criminal act and the Law will be involved in this case now. 

According to Manager Jeffery Clayson, Panguna Metals is a registered Company with the 
Investment Promotion Authority (IPA) and has complied with Government regulations as well as 
pays tax to the Internal Revenue Commission (IRC). 

ñWe are a well organised Company. There was an internal matter and we (PML), were given four 
days to sort it out. We were about to sort out the matter when they burnt the equipment on the 
very first day, when things are in process.ò Mr. Clayson said. The situation will be resolved after a 
meeting with senior excombatants in Arawa. The management says the company will not seize 
operations. 

Mr. Clayson further stated that those responsible shouldnôt have just taken arsonist action and 
burnt the equipment but they should have come to the management, sit down and talk on a round 
table and sorted the issue out. 

ñWe have a benefit package that is fair and suites every stakeholder where a percentage goes to 
landowners, to the ex combatants and to everybody involved it is fair.ò Mr. Clayson said. 

Meanwhile the management further reiterated that they are still going to work with the people 
responsible for burning their equipment, because the partners say they still want to work with 
Panguna Metals. 

ñWith the incident it doesnôt mean we are going to work without ex combatants, no.We still want to 
work with them only on one condition that they must not sabotage our equipment again.ò Mr 
Clayson said. 

Panguna Metals since the the beginning have been lending a helping hand to everybody, by 
employing unemployed youths walking around the streets of Arawa to funding sporting and other 
recreational activities. The companyôs marketing strategy simply outlines their work in helping the 
community with t-shirts and caps with the name Panguna Metals on it shows transparency 
without any hidden motive or agenda. ñThings will be sorted out once we sit down and talk about 
it. It is just another misunderstanding gone out of control. We are still going to continue with our 
business and operations.ò Mr Clayson said. 
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Weôll ófast trackô Panguna says 

new chairman 
ESBC RESEARCH 

THE LANDOWNERS OF THE PANGUNA Special Mining  

Lease Association have elected their  new board of directors. 

And  in  his  first  statement,  new  chairman  Chris  Damana  [pictured]  affirmed  that  the  

Association  will  ófast-trackô the  re -opening  of  the  Panguna  copper  and  gold  mine.  

Only  two  landowner  associations  are  still  to  elect  their  leadership.  

Once  these  elections  are  held,  Panguna  landowners  are  expected  to  vote  for  a mutual  

association  which  will  be an  umbr ella  body  representing  all  Panguna  landowners.  

This  group  will  conduct  negotiations  on  the  new  Bougainville  Copper  Agreement.  The  

European  Shareholders  of  Bougainville  Copper  understands  that  this  will  take  place  within  

the  next  weeks.  

Chris  Damana  is one  of  the  most  shining  personalities  in  Panguna  and  will  also  run  for  a 

seat  in  the  national  parliament  in  the  upcoming  June  elections.  

ESBC president  Axel  G Sturm  congratulated  Mr Damana  and  his  colleagues  Jo Avero,  

Denis  Nasia  and  William  Basiku  and  wished  them  wisdom  and  good  luck  in  their  

ambitious  task.  
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LODGE9 

By Aloysius Laukai in Port Moresby 

 

Pictured is a family from Bougainville who are running a lodge at Nine mile in Port Moresby. 

The new lodge named as Lodge9 is taking clients after it opened its doors to clients at the 
begining of this year. 

http://asopa.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83454f2ec69e2016304e75801970d-popup


 

 

 

The lodge currently has 14standard rooms which are available at K100 per night. 

Toilet and Shower rooms are shared facilities.. 

If you are looking for a cheaper and safe accommodation in Port Moresby you can call them on 
71810566 or 76845039 or wireless phone 3413519 or you can also email them on 
lodge9png@gmail.com 

Tansport to and from the airports are provided for free... 

New Dawn will do a separate coverage for this lodge shortly. 
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Chris Damana elected! 

  



 

 

 

  

Today, the landowners of the Panguna Special Mining Lease Association elected their new board 
of directors: 

 

Chairman: Mr. Chris Damana 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Jo Avero 

Secretary: Mr. Denis Nasia 

Treasurer: Mr. William Basiku 

 

Mr. Lawrence Daveona who, until now,  had served as an interim secretary has not been 
reelected. 

  

In a first statement, Mr. Damana confirmed that his organization will fast-track to re-open the 
Panguna Mine as soon as possible.  

  

Only two landowner associations are still to elect their body. Once these elections will be hold, 
the Panguna lanowners are supposed to vote for a mutual association called the "umbrella body". 
This organsation will then represent all Panguna landowners in the negotiations on the new 
Bougainville Copper Agreement (BCA).The ESBC understands that this will take place within the 
next weeks. 

 

Chris Damana who is one of the most shining personalities in Panguna, will also run for a seat in 
the national parliament in the upcoming elections in June 2012.The ESBC president Axel G. 
Sturm congratulated Mr. Damana and his colleagues and wished them wisdom and good luck in 
their ambitious tasks. 
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Scrap metal war flares up  
 

Heavy equipment belonging to Panguna Metals, a sub-contractor to Komeri Limited, a firm 
dealing with scrap metal from the abandoned Panguna mine were set alight on Tuesday 
afternoon by disgruntled former combatants who had been promised a share in the affluent scrap 
metal trade. 

  

According to spokesperson for the 

former combatants, James 

Onaarto, the burning of the 

equipment is a lesson to everyone 

both here and abroad that anything 

associated with the Panguna mine 

is for the benefit of all and not just a 

few landowners or certain former 

combatant commanders. He 

claimed that according to local 

custom everyone in Bougainville 

from North to South is now a 

landowner because they had all 

suffered, died and shed blood in a 

war that had its origins at Panguna and the mine there. 

  

Mr Onartoo said that the latest incident occurred because Panguna Metals had failed to keep 
their word by not paying former BRA members of ñAò, ñBò, ñCò and ñDò companies of Central 
Bougainville, proceeds from the electric shovel buckets as they had promised during a series of 
six meetings between Panguna Metals and the former combatants.  

ñWe know that most of the equipment such as the ball mills is not scrap and we are aware that 
BCL and CRA are involved in the Operations of Komeri because it allows for BCL to gets its 
hands on the equipment that it left behind and much of it good as new and not scrap metal. BCL 
has a lot to answer for in Bougainville and it should compensate the lives lost in the crisis before it 
even talks about re-opening the mine.ò 

ñWe are also aware that directors of Komeri are the controversial old Panguna landowners whose 
dealings with BCL marginalised certain families of the landowning clans causinga rift that resulted 
in Francis Ona taking up arms. We donôt want to see the repeat of what happened in the past.ò 

Mr Onartoo added that the Autonomous Bougainville Government had failed miserably in dealing 
with the scrap metal issue when it did not declare all the equipment and material left behind by 
BCL state property. He further claimed that sales invoices by the scrap metal firm were falsified to 
mislead the customs so that only a small duty was paid for the shipments. 

  

The scrap metal trade, since its 

establishment had been under a lot of 

criticisms from the people, especially the 

way it was set up to benefit only a few 

people. The general feeling is that the 

proceeds from the scrap metal could be 

used to support basic services such as 

health and education and other areas 

where everyone could benefit and not 

just a few people. According to certain 


